TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1999


Tuesday, February 16, 1999

(Statewide Session)

Indicates Matter Stricken

Indicates New Matter


The Senate assembled at 12:00 Noon, the hour to which it stood adjourned, and was called to order by the PRESIDENT.


A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion by the Chaplain as follows:


Lieutenant Governor Peeler, beloved Senators, staff and visiting friends:  


It has become traditional with us here, on or near the anniversary of the birth of our First President, George Washington, to pray his “Prayer for the United States of America”:

Let us pray.


“Almighty God:  We make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep the United States in Thy holy protection;  that Thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to government and entertain a brotherly affection and love for one another and for their fellow citizens of the United States at large;  and, finally, that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and demean ourselves with that charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind which were the characteristics of the Divine author of our blessed religion, without a humble imitation of whose example in these things we can never hope to be a happy nation.  Grant our supplications, we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord.


Amen.”


The PRESIDENT called for Petitions, Memorials, Presentments of Grand Juries and such like papers.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR

The following appointment was transmitted by the Honorable James H. Hodges:

Statewide Appointment


Initial Appointment, Director, Department of Social Services, with term coterminous with Governor: 


Elizabeth Goud Patterson, 21 Fairforest Court, Columbia, S.C. 29212 VICE James T. Clark

Referred to the General Committee.

ACTING PRESIDENT PRESIDES

At 12:20 P.M., Senator MARTIN assumed the Chair.

Motion to Ratify Adopted

At 12:25 P.M., Senator DRUMMOND asked unanimous consent to make a motion to invite the House of Representatives to attend the Senate Chamber for the purpose of ratifying Acts at 12:30 P.M.


There was no objection and a message was sent to the House accordingly.

Privilege of the Chamber

On motion of Senator DRUMMOND, with unanimous consent,  the Privilege of the Chamber to that area behind the rail was granted to Her Majesty’s Consul General Peter Marshall and Vice Consul David Sutton.  Consul General Marshall was a former Ambassador to Algeria and has been in Her Majesty’s service for over three decades.  He represents Her Majesty in the states of South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Florida and Tennessee.

Doctor of the Day

Senator FAIR introduced Dr. Woodrow W. Long of Greenville, S.C., Doctor of the Day.

Leave of Absence

On motion of Senator PEELER, at 1:15 P.M., Senator LEATHERMAN was granted a leave of absence for today.

Leave of Absence

On motion of Senator COURTNEY, at 1:30 P.M., Senator SHORT was granted a leave of absence for the balance of the day.

Motion to Ratify Adopted

At 12:43 P.M., Senator DRUMMOND asked unanimous consent to amend the motion to invite the House of Representatives to attend the Senate Chamber for the purpose of ratifying Acts at 1:00 P.M.


There was no objection and a message was sent to the House accordingly.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

The following were introduced:


S. 488 XE "S. 488" \b  -- Senator Moore:  A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 101, TITLE 59 OF THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO COLLEGES AND INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING, BY ADDING SECTION 59‑101‑187, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A GOVERNING BOARD OF A STATE SUPPORTED COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY, OR TECHNICAL SCHOOL IS AUTHORIZED TO ESTABLISH WRITTEN POLICIES FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC FUNDS FOR EVENTS WHICH RECOGNIZE ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH EXCELLENCE AND NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF MEMBERS, STUDENTS, AND DISTINGUISHED GUESTS OF ITS INSTITUTION.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education.


S. 489 XE "S. 489" \b  -- Senator Peeler:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 12‑6‑3385, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE REFUNDABLE HIGHER EDUCATION TUITION TAX CREDIT, SO AS TO DELETE THE REQUIREMENT FOR ELIGIBILITY FOR THE CREDIT THAT THE STUDENT HAS GRADUATED FROM HIGH SCHOOL OR COMPLETED A HIGH SCHOOL HOME SCHOOLING PROGRAM WITHIN TWELVE MONTHS BEFORE ENROLLING IN THE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND TO AMEND ACT 418 OF 1998, RELATING TO LIFE SCHOLARSHIPS AND THE TUITION TAX CREDIT, SO AS TO REVISE THE EFFECTIVE DATE LIMITING TAX CREDIT ELIGIBILITY TO STUDENTS GRADUATING FROM HIGH SCHOOL DURING OR AFTER MAY, 1997.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.


S. 490 XE "S. 490" \b  -- Senator Moore:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 25‑11‑40, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO COUNTY VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICERS, SO AS TO PROVIDE A DEFINITION OF "VETERAN"; TO REQUIRE THE APPOINTMENT OF A VETERAN TO THE POST OF COUNTY VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICER AND TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS; TO CHANGE PROVISIONS REGARDING THE TERM OF OFFICE; AND TO PROVIDE FOR COUNTY VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICERS TRAINING COURSE, ACCREDITATION, AND CONTINUING EDUCATION OR REFRESHER TRAINING.


Read the first time and referred to the General Committee.


S. 491 XE "S. 491" \b  -- Senator Cork:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 50‑21‑136, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO NO WAKE ZONES ON CERTAIN CREEKS AND COVES ON HILTON HEAD ISLAND AND ON THE NEW RIVER IN BEAUFORT COUNTY, SO AS TO CORRECT A DIRECTIONAL REFERENCE.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Fish, Game and Forestry.


S. 492 XE "S. 492" \b  -- Senators Gregory, Wilson and Ryberg:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 16‑11‑700, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE CRIME OF LITTERING, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE THAT THE OPERATOR OF A CONVEYANCE HAS VIOLATED THIS SECTION WHEN LITTER IS THROWN, DEPOSITED, DROPPED, OR DUMPED FROM A CONVEYANCE, TO CREATE A REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION THAT A PERSON HAS VIOLATED THIS SECTION WHEN HIS NAME IS DISCOVERED ON LITTER WHICH HAS BEEN DEPOSITED ON PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROPERTY, TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH A PERSON’S NAME MAY BE PUBLISHED IN A LOCAL NEWSPAPER WHEN HE IS CONVICTED OF OR PLEADS GUILTY OR NOLO CONTENDERE TO A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION, AND PROVIDE THAT, IF A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION OCCURRED WHILE THE OFFENDER WAS OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE, THE COURT SHALL REPORT THE VIOLATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND IF IT OCCURRED WHILE THE OFFENDER WAS ENGAGED IN HUNTING OR FISHING, THE COURT SHALL REPORT THE VIOLATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES; TO AMEND SECTION 50‑9‑1120, RELATING TO THE POINT SYSTEM FOR VIOLATIONS OF HUNTING, FISHING, OR TRAPPING LAWS, BY ADDING LITTERING WHILE HUNTING OR FISHING TO THE OFFENSES FOR WHICH POINTS ARE ASSESSED; AND TO AMEND SECTION 56‑1‑720, RELATING TO THE POINT SYSTEM FOR VIOLATIONS OF MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC LAWS, BY ADDING LITTERING WHILE OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE TO THE OFFENSES FOR WHICH POINTS ARE ASSESSED.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


S. 493 XE "S. 493" \b  -- Senator Moore:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTIONS 40‑13‑5, 40‑13‑10, 40‑13‑20, 40‑13‑30, 40‑13‑110, 40‑13‑230, 40‑13‑240, AND 40‑13‑250, AS AMENDED, AND SECTION 40‑13‑310, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, ALL RELATING TO THE LICENSURE AND REGULATION OF COSMETOLOGISTS, MANICURISTS, AND ESTHETICIANS, SO AS TO CHANGE THE TERM "MANICURIST" TO "NAIL TECHNICIAN"; TO PROVIDE MILEAGE, SUBSISTENCE, AND PER DIEM TO THE MEMBERS OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE BOARD OF COSMETOLOGY; TO REVISE THE DEFINITIONS OF "COSMETOLOGY" AND "ESTHETICIAN" AND TO DEFINE "APPROVED SCHOOL"; TO REQUIRE A TRADE OR INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL TO BE LICENSED; TO ESTABLISH CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR FAILURE TO NOTIFY THE BOARD OF A SCHOOL CLOSING OR TO PROVIDE THE BOARD STUDENT RECORDS; TO REVISE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ESTHETICIANS AND NAIL TECHNICIANS; TO PROVIDE FOR BIENNIAL LICENSE RENEWAL RATHER THAN ANNUAL; AND TO PROVIDE RENEWAL AND REINSTATEMENT PROCEDURES FOR INACTIVE LICENSES.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry.


S. 494 XE "S. 494" \b  -- Senator Saleeby:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 44‑53‑950, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE SALE OF HYPODERMIC NEEDLES AND SYRINGES, SO AS TO EXEMPT CERTIFIED DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT PROVIDERS FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF ARTICLE 7 WHEN A HYPODERMIC NEEDLE OR SYRINGE IS SOLD TO INSULIN DEPENDENT DIABETICS.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs.


S. 495 XE "S. 495" \b  -- Senators Elliott and Rankin:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE BRIDGE OVER THE INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY IN THE RESTAURANT ROW AREA OF HORRY COUNTY IN HONOR OF MR. WILLIAM H. ALFORD.


Senator ELLIOTT spoke on the Concurrent Resolution.


On motion of Senator ELLIOTT, with unanimous consent, the Concurrent Resolution was introduced and ordered placed on the Calendar without reference.


S. 496 XE "S. 496" \b  -- Education Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, RELATING TO PARENT‑ORIENTED EDUCATION PROGRAMS (REPEAL), DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 1713, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


The Joint Resolution was read the first time and ordered placed on the Calendar without reference.


S. 497 XE "S. 497" \b  -- Senator Peeler:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING CLARENCE L. “ROCKY” BYARS OF GAFFNEY UPON HIS RETIREMENT AS VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICER FOR CHEROKEE COUNTY, AND EXPRESSING THE GRATITUDE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF SOUTH CAROLINA FOR HIS TWENTY‑TWO YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS OF THIS STATE IN THE AREA OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House.


S. 498 XE "S. 498" \b  -- Senators McGill and Ravenel:  A BILL TO AMEND ACT 515 OF 1996, RELATING TO THE DEVOLUTION OF THE AUTHORITY FOR APPOINTMENTS AND BUDGETARY APPROVALS FOR CERTAIN OFFICES, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS FROM THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION REPRESENTING GEORGETOWN COUNTY TO THE GOVERNING BODY OF THAT COUNTY, SO AS TO RESTORE THE DEVOLVED POWERS TO THE DELEGATION FOR ONE ENTITY, THE WACCAMAW REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL, AND PROVIDE THAT APPOINTMENTS TO THIS COUNCIL BE MADE ON A ROTATING BASIS BY RESIDENT DELEGATION MEMBERS WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE.


Read the first time and ordered placed on the Local and Uncontested Calendar.

S. 498 -- Ordered to a Second and Third Reading


On motion of Senator McGILL, S. 498 was ordered to receive a second and third reading on the next two consecutive legislative days.


H. 3030 XE "H. 3030" \b  -- Reps. Allison, Edge, Robinson, Rodgers and Walker:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 59‑1‑430, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE MAKEUP OF SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BECAUSE OF SNOW OR OTHER EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS MAY EXCUSE UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BECAUSE OF SNOW OR OTHER EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education.


H. 3181 XE "H. 3181" \b  -- Reps. Klauber and Knotts:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 24‑27‑125 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A PRISONER SHALL NOT INITIATE A CIVIL ACTION OR APPEAL A JUDGMENT UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; BY ADDING SECTION 24‑27‑160 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A COMPLAINT FILED BY A PRISONER MUST CONTAIN HIS INMATE NUMBER; BY ADDING SECTION 24‑27‑131 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A COURT MAY DISMISS CERTAIN CIVIL ACTIONS AGAINST A WITNESS OR VICTIM WHEN A PRISONER FAILS TO PAY CERTAIN FILING FEES AND COURT COSTS; TO AMEND SECTION 24‑27‑200,  RELATING TO FORFEITURE OF WORK, EDUCATION, OR GOOD CONDUCT CREDITS, SO AS TO REVISE THE TYPE OF CASES IN WHICH A PRISONER SHALL FORFEIT ALL OR PART OF HIS WORK, EDUCATION, OR GOOD CONDUCT CREDITS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 24‑27‑300, RELATING TO HOLDING A PRISONER IN CONTEMPT OF COURT, SO AS TO REVISE THE CIRCUMSTANCES UPON WHICH A PRISONER MAY BE HELD IN CONTEMPT OF COURT AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND THE INSURANCE RESERVE FUND SHALL MAINTAIN A DATA BASE OF PRISONERS WHO FILE CIVIL ACTIONS.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Corrections and Penology.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE

Senator DRUMMOND from the Committee on Finance submitted a favorable with amendment report on:


S. 317 XE "S. 317" \b  -- Senator Setzler:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 12‑37‑220, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF ACCRUED PROPERTY TAXES ON REAL PROPERTY TRANSFERRED TO A CHURCH IF THAT PROPERTY IS EXEMPT WHEN OWNED BY THE CHURCH, TO PROVIDE FOR THE PROPERTY’S EXEMPTION IMMEDIATELY UPON TRANSFER TO THE CHURCH, TO PROVIDE FOR THE CESSATION OF TRANSFEROR LIABILITY FOR THE TAX WHEN THE TRANSFER OCCURS, TO PROVIDE THE METHOD OF DETERMINING MILLAGE AND THE DUE DATE FOR THE ACCRUED TAXES, AND TO PROVIDE A LIEN FOR THE COLLECTION OF THE ACCRUED TAX.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

PRESIDENT PRESIDES

At 12:32 P.M., the PRESIDENT assumed the Chair.

CONCURRENCE

S. 381 XE "S. 381" \b  -- Senator Rankin:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO HONOR THE GROWING SUCCESS AND WORTHWHILE EFFORTS OF AN OUTSTANDING MUSEUM IN MYRTLE BEACH BY RECOGNIZING IT AS THE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN MYRTLE BEACH.


The House returned the Concurrent Resolution with amendments.


Senator RANKIN spoke on the Concurrent Resolution.


On motion of Senator RANKIN, the Senate concurred in the House amendments and a message was sent to the House accordingly. 

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED LOCAL AND STATEWIDE CALENDAR.
ORDERED ENROLLED FOR RATIFICATION

The following Bill was read the third time and having received three readings in both Houses, it was ordered that the title be changed to that of an Act and enrolled for Ratification:


H. 3341 XE "H. 3341" \b  -- Reps. Cato and Mason:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 38‑73‑910, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PUBLIC NOTICES AND PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR CERTAIN RATE INCREASES IN INSURANCE LINES SO AS TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THESE NOTICES AND HEARINGS AND REVISE AND CLARIFY THE PUBLIC HEARING AND PUBLIC NOTICE REQUIREMENTS FOR AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE RATE FILINGS MADE PURSUANT TO ACT 154 OF 1997 WHICH REVISED THE LAWS OF THIS STATE PERTAINING TO AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE; TO EXPRESS THE INTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT SPECIFIED PROVISIONS OF ACT 154 OF 1997 APPLY TO RATE FILINGS MADE PURSUANT TO ACT 154 OF 1997 REGARDLESS OF WHETHER SUCH PRIVATE PASSENGER AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE RATE FILINGS ARE FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE PRIOR TO MARCH 1, 1999, AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE APPLICABILITY OF SPECIFIED PROVISIONS OF ACT 154 OF 1997.

THIRD READING BILLS

The following Bills and Joint Resolutions were read the third time and ordered sent to the House of Representatives:


S. 339 XE "S. 339" \b  -- Education Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO DISAPPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, RELATING TO PRINCIPAL EVALUATION PROGRAM (REPEAL), DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 1984, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


S. 358 XE "S. 358" \b  -- Senator Peeler:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 50‑11‑390, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE TAKING OF ANTLERLESS DEER, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES MAY ISSUE INDIVIDUAL TAGS FOR TAKING ANTLERLESS DEER STATEWIDE EXCEPT ON PROPERTIES RECEIVING ANTLERLESS DEER QUOTA PERMITS.


S. 402 XE "S. 402" \b  -- Senator Gregory:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 50‑11‑26 SO AS TO PROHIBIT THE HUNTING OF MIGRATORY WATERFOWL ON CERTAIN PORTIONS OF BEAR CREEK IN LANCASTER COUNTY WITHIN TWO HUNDRED YARDS OF A DWELLING WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE OWNER OR OCCUPANT AND PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION.


S. 457 XE "S. 457" \b  -- Senator Alexander:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE SCHOOL DAY OF JANUARY 22, 1999, MISSED BY THE STUDENTS OF TAMASSEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OCONEE COUNTY WHEN THE SCHOOL WAS CLOSED DUE TO A BROKEN WATER MAIN IS EXEMPTED FROM THE MAKE‑UP REQUIREMENT OF THE DEFINED MINIMUM PLAN THAT SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES BE MADE UP.


Senator ALEXANDER spoke on the Joint Resolution.


S. 248 XE "S. 248" \b  -- Senators Leatherman and McGill:  A BILL TO AMEND ARTICLE 9, CHAPTER 11, TITLE 55, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE PEE DEE REGIONAL AIRPORT DISTRICT, BY ADDING SECTION 55‑11‑650 SO AS TO AUTHORIZE THE AUTHORITY TO DEPOSIT, EXPEND MONIES, ACCEPT DONATIONS, ISSUE NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENT BONDS, NOTES, AND OTHER EVIDENCES OF INDEBTEDNESS.

SECOND READING BILLS

WITH NOTICE OF GENERAL AMENDMENTS

The following Bill having been read the second time with notice of general amendments was ordered placed on the third reading Calendar:


H. 3346 XE "H. 3346" \b  -- Reps. Campsen, Harrell, Altman, Inabinett and Whipper:  A BILL TO AMEND ACT 1595 OF 1972, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK, RECREATION AND TOURIST DISTRICT, SO AS TO AUTHORIZE THE PROVISION AND MAINTENANCE OF GOLF COURSES AS A PERMITTED ACTIVITY OF THE DISTRICT.


Senator McCONNELL asked unanimous consent to take the Bill up for immediate consideration.


There was no objection.


On motion of Senator McCONNELL, the Bill was read the second time with notice of general amendments and ordered to a third reading.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ADOPTED

READ THE SECOND TIME

WITH NOTICE OF GENERAL AMENDMENTS

S. 224 XE "S. 224" \b  -- Senator McConnell:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 8‑13‑1300, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS FOR PURPOSES OF THE PROVISIONS CONCERNING CAMPAIGN PRACTICES, SO AS TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF “COMMITTEE” TO INCLUDE WITHIN THE DEFINITION A CORPORATION, AND INCLUDE THE INFLUENCING OF THE OUTCOME OF MATTERS CONSIDERED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY WHEN THE LIKENESS, IMAGE, VOICE, OR ENDORSEMENT OF A PUBLIC OFFICIAL IS USED; AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 8‑13‑1300 ARE EFFECTIVE FOR THOSE AFFECTED ENTITIES FOR ALL REPORTS AND RECORDS REQUIRED UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 13, CHAPTER 13, TITLE 8, BEGINNING JULY 1, 1996.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.  The question being the adoption of the amendment proposed by the Committee on Judiciary.


The Committee on Judiciary proposed the following amendment (JUD0024.001), which was adopted:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting therein the following:

/  SECTION
1.
Section 8-13-1300(1)(c) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

(c)
the State Ethics Commission for all committees, except legislative caucus committees, supporting or opposing a ballot measure, or  supporting or opposing a candidate, or influencing the outcome of matters considered by the General Assembly when the likeness, image, voice, or endorsement of a public official is used;

SECTION
2.
 Section 8‑13‑1300(6) of the 1976 Code is amended  to read: 

“(6)
Committee means an association, a corporation, a club, an organization, or a group of persons which, to influence the outcome of an elective office, or a ballot measure, or matters considered by the General Assembly when the likeness, image, voice, or endorsement of a public official is used, receives contributions or makes expenditures in excess of five hundred dollars  in the aggregate during an election cycle.  It also means an individual who, to influence the outcome of an elective office, or a ballot measure, or matters considered by the General Assembly when the likeness, image, voice, or endorsement of a public official is used, makes contributions aggregating at least fifty thousand dollars during an election cycle to, or at the request of, a candidate or a committee, or a combination of them.  Committee includes a party committee, a legislative caucus committee, a noncandidate committee, a corporation, or a committee that is not a campaign committee for a candidate but that is organized for the purpose of influencing an election or the outcome of matters considered by the General Assembly when the likeness, image, voice, or endorsement of a public official is used.

SECTION
3.
Section 8-13-1300(8) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

(8)
`Corporation means an entity organized in the corporate form under federal law or the laws of any 

state.  `Corporation does not include electronic or print media.

SECTION
4.
Section 8-13-1300(17) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

(17)
`Independent expenditure means:

(a) 
an expenditure made by a person to advocate the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate or ballot measure, or made to influence the outcome of matters considered by the General Assembly when the likeness, image, voice, or endorsement of a public official is used; and

(b)
when taken as a whole and in context, the expenditure made by a person expressly to urge a particular result in an election or made to influence the outcome of matters considered by the General Assembly when the likeness, image, voice, or endorsement of a public official is used, but which is not:

(i)

made to;

(ii)
controlled by;

(iii)
coordinated with;

(iv)
requested by; or

(v)
made upon consultation with a candidate or an agent of a candidate.

Expenditures by party committees or expenditures by legislative caucus committees based upon party affiliation are considered to be controlled by, coordinated with, requested by, or made upon consultation with a candidate or an agent of a candidate.

SECTION
5.
Section 8-13-1300(23) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

(23)
`Noncandidate committee means a committee that is not a campaign committee for a candidate but is organized to influence an election, or to support or oppose a candidate or public official, or to influence the outcome of matters considered by the General Assembly when the likeness, image, voice, or endorsement of a public official is used, which receives contributions or makes expenditures in excess of five hundred dollars in the aggregate during an election cycle.  `Noncandidate committee does not include political action committees that contribute solely to federal campaigns.


SECTION
6.
Section 8-13-1304 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

Section 8-13-1304.
A committee, except an out-of-state committee, which receives or expends more than five hundred dollars in the aggregate during an election cycle to influence the outcome of an elective office, or ballot measure, or matters considered by the General Assembly when the likeness, image, voice, or endorsement of a public official is used, must file a statement of organization with the State Ethics Commission no later than five days after receiving the contribution or making the expenditure.  An out-of-state committee which expends more than five hundred dollars in the aggregate during an election cycle to influence the outcome of an elective office, or a ballot measure, or matters considered by the General Assembly when the likeness, image, voice, or endorsement of a public official is used must file a statement of organization with the State Ethics Commission no later than five days after making the expenditure.

SECTION
7.
Section 8-13-1346(C) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

(C)
This section does not prohibit the expenditure of public resources by a governmental entity to prepare informational materials, conduct public meetings, or respond to news media or citizens' inquiries concerning a ballot measure affecting that governmental entity; however, a governmental entity may not use public funds, property, or time in an attempt to influence the outcome of a ballot measure or the outcome of matters considered by the General Assembly when the likeness, image, voice, or endorsement of a public official is used.

SECTION
8.
Section 8-13-1354 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

Section 8-13-1354.
A candidate, committee, or other person which makes an expenditure in the distribution, posting, or broadcasting of a communication to voters supporting or opposing a public official, a candidate, or a ballot measure, or matters considered by the General Assembly when the likeness, image, voice, or endorsement of a public official is used must place his name and address on the printed matter or have his name spoken clearly on a broadcast so as to identify accurately the person and his address.  Campaign buttons, balloons, yard signs, or similar items are exempt from this requirement.

SECTION
9.
(A)
The reporting requirements in this act pertain only to those contributions received since September 1, 1996.  All committees, except those already required to report pursuant to Article 13, Chapter 13, Title 8, must comply with a contribution reporting form developed by the State Ethics Commission, which must include:

(1) the name and address of the committee; 

(2)
the total amount of all contributions received during the reporting period; the total amount of contributions of one hundred dollars or less in the aggregate from one source received during the reporting period; and the name and address of each person contributing more than one hundred dollars in the aggregate during the reporting period, the date and amount of the contribution, and the year-to-date total for each contributor;

 (3)
the date and amount of any in-kind contributions of more than one hundred dollars in the aggregate by one person during the reporting period, and the contributors name, address, and year-to-date total; and

(4)
the aggregate total of all contributions, loans, and other receipts during the reporting period and the year-to-date total.

(B)
A committee must disclose all information required on the form developed under this section.

(C)
The reporting period for this section only shall include the period of September 1, 1996, through the end of the quarter designated for the next quarterly report after the effective date of this act.  Thereafter, a committee is subject to all the reporting requirements under Article 13, Chapter 13, Title 8.


SECTION
10.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.   



Amend title to conform.


Senator COURTNEY explained the committee amendment.


The amendment was adopted.


There being no further amendments, the Bill was read the second time and ordered placed on the third reading Calendar with notice of general amendments.

SECOND READING BILLS

The following Bills and Joint Resolutions having been read the second time were ordered placed on the third reading Calendar:


H. 3412 XE "H. 3412" \b  -- Reps. Davenport, Hawkins, Walker, Allison, D. Smith, Littlejohn and Lee:  A BILL TO AMEND ACT 1189 OF 1958, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE BOILING SPRINGS FIRE DISTRICT OF SPARTANBURG COUNTY, SO AS TO INCREASE THE FIRE CONTROL BOARD FROM FIVE TO SEVEN MEMBERS.


S. 461 XE "S. 461" \b  -- Education Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, RELATING TO POLICY DEVELOPMENT (REPEAL), DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 1981, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


Senator MATTHEWS explained the Joint Resolution.


S. 462 XE "S. 462" \b  -- Education Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, RELATING TO SUPERIOR SCHOLARS FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW (STAR) HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA/SCHOLARSHIP, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 2227, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


Senator MATTHEWS explained the Joint Resolution.


S. 463 XE "S. 463" \b  -- Senators Martin and Passailaigue:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT ALL CONTRACTOR LICENSES CONTINUE IN EFFECT UNTIL SEPTEMBER 1, 1999, AT WHICH TIME PROCEDURES FOR RENEWAL AND BIENNIAL LICENSURE, PURSUANT TO TITLE 40, CHAPTER 11, TAKE EFFECT UNLESS OTHERWISE PROVIDED FOR IN REGULATION.


Senator MARTIN explained the Joint Resolution.


H. 3332 XE "H. 3332" \b  -- Reps. Miller, Lanford and W. McLeod:  A BILL TO RATIFY AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 11, ARTICLE X OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO FINANCE, TAXATION, AND DEBT, SO AS TO ALLOW THE STATE TREASURER TO INVEST ENDOWMENT FUNDS DONATED SPECIFICALLY TO STATE‑SUPPORTED INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING IN EQUITY SECURITIES OF UNITED STATES CORPORATIONS REGISTERED ON A NATIONAL SECURITIES EXCHANGE OR QUOTED THROUGH A NATIONAL QUOTATIONS SYSTEM, SUBJECT TO LEGISLATION ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY WHICH REQUIRES THESE ENDOWMENT FUNDS HELD AND INVESTED BY THE STATE TREASURER TO BE INVESTED PURSUANT TO A PLAN RECOMMENDED BY THE STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEMS INVESTMENT PANEL WHICH MUST BE SUBMITTED TO AND APPROVED BY THE BOARDS OF TRUSTEES OF THE RESPECTIVE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES; AND TO RATIFY AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 14 OF THIS ARTICLE TO AUTHORIZE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO PROVIDE BY LAW FOR THE INCURRENCE OF INDEBTEDNESS BY COUNTIES FOR REDEVELOPMENT PURPOSES AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE DEBT SERVICE OF SUCH INDEBTEDNESS TO BE PROVIDED FROM THE ADDED INCREMENT OF TAX REVENUES TO RESULT FROM THE PROJECT.


S. 136 XE "S. 136" \b  -- Senators McConnell, Matthews, Courtney, Patterson, Reese, Hayes, Jackson, Passailaigue, Giese, Branton and Glover:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 42-7-10, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO RECEIPTS FOR THE CREDIT OF THE STATE ACCIDENT FUND AND EXPENDITURES FROM THE FUND, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION TRUST FUND BALANCE SHALL NOT BE TREATED AS “CARRY FORWARD” REVENUE BUT MUST BE MANAGED SO AS TO APPROXIMATE THE ANNUAL ACTUARIAL ESTIMATE OF INCURRED BUT UNPAID LIABILITIES.


S. 228 XE "S. 228" \b  -- Senators McConnell, Leventis and Reese:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 30‑4‑90, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE RECORDING OF A PUBLIC MEETING, SO AS TO ALLOW THOSE IN ATTENDANCE TO VIDEO TAPE A PUBLIC MEETING.


Senator McCONNELL explained the Bill.


S. 242 XE "S. 242" \b  -- Senators McConnell and Rankin:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 20‑7‑952, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO INITIATION OF ACTIONS TO ESTABLISH PATERNITY, SO AS TO INCLUDE THE PRESUMED, INFERRED, OR ALLEGED LEGAL FATHER AS ONE OF THE INDIVIDUALS WHO MAY INSTITUTE SUCH ACTIONS.


S. 287 XE "S. 287" \b  -- Senator Holland:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 19‑11‑30, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE COMPETENCY OF A HUSBAND OR WIFE OF PARTY AS A WITNESS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A HUSBAND OR WIFE IS REQUIRED TO DISCLOSE ANY COMMUNICATION, CONFIDENTIAL OR OTHERWISE, MADE BY ONE TO THE OTHER DURING THEIR MARRIAGE WHERE THE SUIT, ACTION, OR PROCEEDING CONCERNS OR IS BASED ON CRIMINAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OR CRIMINAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OF A HIGH AND AGGRAVATED NATURE.


Senator COURTNEY spoke on the Bill.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ADOPTED

READ THE SECOND TIME

S. 320 XE "S. 320" \b  -- Senator Peeler:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 50‑13‑380, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO IT BEING UNLAWFUL TO TAKE CERTAIN LARGE-MOUTH BASS IN LAKE ROBINSON, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS ALSO UNLAWFUL TO TAKE CERTAIN LARGE-MOUTH BASS IN SPECIFIED PORTIONS OF LAKE WYLIE AND THE SAVANNAH RIVER SUBJECT TO THE JURISDICTION OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.  The question being the adoption of the amendment proposed by the Committee on Fish, Game and Forestry.


 The Committee on Fish, Game and Forestry proposed the following amendment (320R001.HSP) which was adopted:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, page 1, by striking lines 30 - 39 and inserting in lieu thereof:


Game Zone 4, and in the waters of Lake Thurmond, Lake Russell, Lake Hartwell, Yonah Lake, Lake Tugaloo, Stevens Creek Lake, and Savannah River contiguous to the counties of McCormick, Edgefield, Aiken, Barnwell, Allendale, Hampton, and Jasper in Game Zones 1, 2, 3, and 11 that are subject to the jurisdiction of the State of South Carolina.  Any person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined in an amount not to exceed one hundred dollars or imprisoned for a term not to exceed thirty days.”


SECTION
2.
This act takes effect July 1, 1999.


/


Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to conform.


The amendment was adopted.


There being no further amendments, the Bill was read the second time and ordered placed on the third reading Calendar.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ADOPTED
READ THE SECOND TIME


S. 370 XE "S. 370" \b  -- Senators Peeler, Passailaigue and Drummond:  A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 17, TITLE 50, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO COASTAL FISHERIES, BY ADDING SECTION 50‑17‑550, SO AS TO REGULATE AND PROVIDE RESTRICTIONS ON COMMERCIAL TAKING AND RECREATIONAL FISHING FOR DOLPHIN; BY ADDING SECTION 50‑17‑560, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS UNLAWFUL TO HARVEST OR POSSESS SARGASSO WEED IN THIS STATE EXCEPT UNDER A PERMIT ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION OF THESE SECTIONS.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.  The question being the adoption of the amendment proposed by the Committee on Fish, Game and Forestry.


 The Committee on Fish, Game and Forestry proposed the following amendment (370R001.HSP) which was adopted:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, page 1, beginning on line 33 and ending on line 34, by deleting the words /  master of a  crew /  and inserting:


/  master or crew  /.


Amend the bill further, as and if amended, page 2, line 4, by deleting the word /  sale  / and inserting the word /  salt  /.


Amend the bill further, as and if amended, page 2, line 25, by deleting the word /  thousand / and inserting  /  hundred  /.


Amend the bill further, as and if amended, page 3, line 16, by deleting the word /  hundred  /.


Amend the bill further, as and if amended, page 3, line 18, by deleting the word /  hundred  /.


Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to conform.


The amendment was adopted.


There being no further amendments, the Bill was read the second time and ordered placed on the third reading Calendar.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ADOPTED

READ THE SECOND TIME


S. 379 XE "S. 379" \b  -- Senators Bryan, Setzler, Giese, Drummond, Martin, McGill, J. Verne Smith, Ravenel, Anderson, O'Dell, Passailaigue, Moore, Branton, Courtney, Wilson, Hutto, Fair, Hayes, Washington, Alexander, Leventis, Saleeby, Land, Reese, Short, Patterson, Holland, McConnell, Russell, Rankin, Mescher, Thomas, Grooms, Ryberg, Ford, Gregory, Waldrep, Jackson, Matthews, Courson, Glover, Cork, Elliott and Peeler:  A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 59, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING CHAPTER 146 SO AS TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES BONDS AS GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND TO PRESCRIBE THE TERMS, CONDITIONS, USES, AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE BONDS AND THEIR PROCEEDS.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.  The question being the adoption of the amendment proposed by the Committee on Finance.


The Committee on Finance proposed the following amendment (GJK\20241STD99), which was adopted:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:


/ SECTION
1.
Title 59 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:

“CHAPTER 146

State School Facilities Bonds Act


Section 59‑146‑10.
This chapter may be cited as the ‘State School Facilities Bond Act’.


Section 59‑146‑20.
It is declared that, for the benefit of the people of the State, the increase of their commerce, welfare and prosperity, and the improvement of their health and living conditions, it is essential that this and future generations of youth be given the full opportunity to learn and to develop their intellectual and mental capacities; that it is essential that school districts of this State be provided with adequate educational facilities and appropriate additional means to assist the youth in achieving the required levels of learning and development of their intellectual and mental capacities; and that it is the purpose of this chapter to provide a measure of assistance to enable school districts in this State to provide the facilities and structures which are needed to accomplish the purposes of this chapter, all to the public benefit and good, to the extent and manner provided in this chapter.


Section 59‑146‑30. 
As used in this chapter:


(1)
‘Department’ means the State Department of Education.


(2)
‘School district’ means a public body corporate and politic operating as a school district under the provisions of Chapter 17, Title 59.


(3)
‘School facilities’ means only those facilities defined as ‘school facilities’ in Section 59‑144‑30.


(4)
‘State Board’ means the State Board of Education.


(5)
‘State school facilities bonds’ means general obligation bonds of the State of South Carolina issued under the authority of this chapter.


Section 59‑146‑40.
In order to obtain funds for allocation to school districts for school facilities, there shall be issued from time to time state school facilities bonds under the conditions prescribed by this chapter.


Section 59‑146‑50.

The maximum principal amount of state school facilities bonds that may be issued pursuant to this chapter shall not exceed seven hundred fifty million dollars except that this limitation shall not apply to any state school facilities bonds issued for the purpose of refunding prior issues of state school facilities bonds.  It is the intent of the General Assembly for the Department of Education to allocate seven hundred fifty million dollars pursuant to Section 59‑144‑100 and to inform each school district of their individual allocation.  Further, it is the intent of the General Assembly that not more than two hundred fifty million dollars of state school facilities bonds shall be issued in fiscal year 1999-2000.  The authority to issue bonds under this chapter shall expire four years from the effective date of this chapter.  The four-year limitation, however, does not apply to bonds issued to retire bond anticipation notes.


Section 59-146-60.
The State Board of Education, by resolution, shall notify the State Budget and Control Board of the following:


(1)
the amount then required for allocation to local school districts for school facilities for the next fiscal year;


(2)
a tentative time schedule setting forth the period of time during which the sum requested will be expended;


(3)
a debt service table showing the annual principal and interest requirements for all state school facilities bonds then outstanding; and


(4)
the total amount of all state school facilities bonds issued.


This notification shall be presented to the Budget and Control Board by March first of each year.


Section 59‑146‑70.
 Following the receipt of the notification presented pursuant to Section 59-146-60, the State Budget and Control Board shall, by resolution duly adopted, effect the issuance of state school facilities bonds, or pending the issuance thereof, effect the issuance of bond anticipation notes pursuant to Chapter 17 of Title 11.


Section 59‑146‑80.
In order to effect the issuance of state school facilities bonds, the State Budget and Control Board shall adopt a resolution providing for the issuance of state school facilities bonds pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. The authorizing resolution must include:


(1)
schedules setting forth the aggregate of all general obligation debt of the State (excluding highway bonds, state institution bonds, tax anticipation notes, and bond anticipation notes) together with certificates of the State Treasurer and State Auditor evidencing compliance with the provisions of paragraph 6(c) of Section 13 of Article X of the South Carolina Constitution;


(2)
a schedule showing the aggregate of state school facilities bonds issued, the purposes for which they were issued, the annual payments required to retire the state school facilities bonds, the interest thereon, and the amount of any special funds applicable to the retirement of the outstanding state school facilities bonds;


(3)
the amount of state school facilities bonds to be issued; and


(4)
a schedule showing future annual principal requirements and estimated annual interest requirements on the state school facilities bonds to be issued.


Section 59‑146‑90.
The state school facilities bonds must bear the date and mature at the time that the resolution provides, except that no state school facilities bonds may mature more than thirty years from its date of issue. The state school facilities bonds may be in the denominations, be payable in the medium of payment, be payable at the place and at the time, and be subject to redemption or repurchase and contain other provisions determined by the State Budget and Control Board before their issuance. The bonds may bear interest payable at the times and at the rates as determined by the State Budget and Control Board.


Section 59‑146‑100.
All state school facilities bonds issued under this chapter are exempt from taxation as provided in Section 12‑2‑50.


Section 59‑146‑110.
All state school facilities bonds issued under this chapter must be signed by the Governor and the State Treasurer. The Governor and the State Treasurer may sign these obligations by a facsimile of their signatures. The Great Seal of the State must be affixed to, impressed, or reproduced upon each of them and each must be attested by the Secretary of State. The delivery of the state school facilities bonds executed and authenticated is valid notwithstanding changes in officers or seal occurring after the execution or authentication.


Section 59‑146‑120.
For the payment of the principal and interest on all state school facilities bonds issued and outstanding pursuant to this chapter there is pledged the full faith, credit, and taxing power of the State of South Carolina, and in accordance with the provisions of paragraph (4) of Section 13 of Article X of the South Carolina Constitution, the General Assembly hereby allocates on an annual basis sufficient tax revenues to provide for the punctual payment of the principal and interest on the debt authorized by this chapter.


Section 59‑146‑130.
State school facilities bonds must be sold by the Governor and the State Treasurer upon sealed proposals, after publication of notice of the sale one or more times at least seven days before the sale, in a financial paper published in New York City which regularly publishes notices of sale of state or municipal bonds. The state school facilities bonds may be awarded only to the lowest interest cost bidder, but the right is reserved to reject all bids and to readvertise the state school facilities bonds for sale. For the purpose of bringing about successful sales of the bonds, the State Budget and Control Board may do all things ordinarily and customarily done in connection with the sale of state or municipal bonds. All expenses incident to the sale of the bonds must be paid from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds.


Section 59-146-140.
The proceeds of the sale of state school facilities bonds shall be received by the State Treasurer and applied by him to the purposes for which issued, except that the accrued interest, if any, shall be used to discharge in part the first interest to become due on such bonds, and the premium, if any, shall be used to discharge the payment of the first installment of principal to become due on such bonds, but the purchasers of such bonds shall in no way be liable for the proper application of the proceeds to the purposes for which they are intended.


Section 59‑146‑150.
It is lawful for all executors, administrators, guardians, and other fiduciaries to invest any monies in their hands in bonds issued pursuant to this chapter. 


Section 59‑146‑160.
The proceeds received from the issuance of state school facilities bonds, after deducting the costs of issuance, must be allocated to the school districts in the same manner and for the same purposes as provided in Section 59-144-100 and the first paragraph of Section 59-144-30.


Section 59‑146‑170.
The responsibilities and duties of the State Department of Education and State Board of Education shall be as outlined in Sections 59-144-120, 59-144-130, and 59-144-140.


Section 59‑146‑180.
To qualify for the funds under this chapter, each school district shall meet the requirements of this chapter and any guidelines promulgated hereunder.  Funds must be withheld from districts when inappropriate reporting of facilities’ needs is found or when appropriate use of funds is documented.”


SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor. /


Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to read:


/TO AMEND TITLE 59, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING CHAPTER 146 SO AS TO ENACT THE “STATE SCHOOL FACILITIES BOND ACT” WHICH AUTHORIZES THE ISSUANCE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES BONDS AS GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND TO PRESCRIBE THE TERMS, CONDITIONS, USES, AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE BONDS AND THEIR PROCEEDS. /


Senator SETZLER explained the committee amendment.


The amendment was adopted.


There being no further amendments, the Bill was read the second time and ordered placed on the third reading Calendar.

AMENDMENT PROPOSED, OBJECTION


S. 150 XE "S. 150" \b  -- Senators Wilson, Elliott, Leventis, Branton, Hayes and Reese:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 56‑3‑1815, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY’S AUTHORITY TO ISSUE SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES TO RETIRED MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA NATIONAL GUARD, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT MAY ALSO ISSUE A SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE TO A MEMBER OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE GUARD; TO AMEND SECTION 56‑3‑1820, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE DESIGN OF, FEE FOR, AND DURATION OF THE NATIONAL GUARD SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE AND THE DENOTATION OF A RETIRED NATIONAL GUARD MEMBER’S STATUS ON THE LICENSE PLATE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE MAY HAVE NATIONAL GUARD OR STATE GUARD ALSO PRINTED ON IT WITH NUMBERS, OR LETTERS, OR BOTH, AND TO DELETE THE REQUIREMENT THAT A RETIRED NATIONAL GUARD MEMBER’S RETIRED STATUS MUST BE DENOTED ON THE SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE; TO AMEND SECTION 56‑3‑1830, RELATING TO THE TRANSFER OF A NATIONAL GUARD SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE TO ANOTHER VEHICLE, ITS DISPLAY ON AN UNAUTHORIZED VEHICLE, AND ITS RETURN TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY ONCE THE HOLDER CEASES TO BE A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL GUARD, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THIS PROVISION APPLIES TO A STATE GUARD SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE; AND TO REPEAL SECTIONS 56‑3‑4710, 56‑3‑4720, 56‑3‑4730, AND 56‑3‑4740 RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES FOR MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE GUARD.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.  The question being the third reading of the Bill.


Senators HUTTO and RAVENEL proposed the following amendment (150C001.CBH):


Amend the bill, as and if amended:


/
SECTION
___.

Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:

“Article 81

Nonprofit Organization License Plates


Section 56‑3‑8000.

(A)
The department may issue special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of five thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of eight thousand pounds or less registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plate the emblem, a seal, or other symbol the department considers appropriate of an organization which has obtained certification pursuant to Section 501(C)(3) of the Federal Internal Revenue Code.  The fee for this special license plate is the fee contained in Section 56‑3‑2020.


The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued.



(B)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive:




(1) three hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate;




(2) a plan to market the sale of the special license plate which must be approved by the department.



(C) If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue  plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.



(D) Only certified members of organizations, as set forth by the organization, may be issued a special license plate pursuant to this section.  Each certified member may only apply for one special license plate for each vehicle registered in his name.



(E) License plates issued pursuant to this section shall not contain a reference to a private or public college or university in this State or use symbols, designs, or logos of these institutions without the institution’s written authorization.



(F) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, all funds collected pursuant to this section must be deposited into an account in the Office of the Treasurer and called the ‘Special License Plate Fund’.  Monies credited to the fund may only be expended to defray the costs of this section.



(G) The department may alter, modify, or refuse to produce any special license plate that it deems offensive or fails to meet community standards.” /


Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to conform.


Senator HUTTO explained the Bill.


Senators ANDERSON, McCONNELL, MATTHEWS, FORD and JACKSON spoke on the Bill.


Senator ANDERSON objected to further consideration of the Bill.


On motion of Senators COURSON and J. VERNE SMITH, with unanimous consent, the remarks of Senator FORD were ordered printed in the Journal as follows:

Remarks by Senator FORD


Members of the Senate, this is a strange role for me to be in today because four or five years ago I might have made the same comments as did Senator Ralph Anderson of Greenville or Senator John Matthews of Orangeburg County, who is the senior African-American Senator and  Chairperson of the South Carolina Legislative Black Caucus.


The kind of progress we are called upon to make as leaders of the State of South Carolina as we approach the 21st century and the new millennium, is progress of tolerance of each others’ heritage and cultures.  We must set the tone in bringing citizens, both black and white, closer together in our State.  We can be a shining example of what true racial tolerance is all about for the whole country and the whole world.


If you look at the fact that in South Carolina, the majority population (white citizens) has a deep love and respect for the Confederate flag and the history and sacrifice that men and women gave for the confederacy between 1860-1865, when that bloody civil war was fought.  This history is passed down from generation to generation and it will continue to be passed down for the next thousand years.  There will always be a deep love and respect for the confederacy by white southerners.  We cannot change that, and any effort to do so will only further divide the races.  


I came to this understanding by having an open mind.  When I first came to the South Carolina Senate, my mind was closed.  There was no discussion on how I felt about the Confederate flag, the Confederacy, or anything else.  You are not going to be able to hide the history or stop the teaching of the Confederacy.  But, if we have an open mind as Christian people and we truly want progress, we can make a difference.


I would like to point out that, when African-Americans were educated in segregated schools, we were taught with inferior materials.  Used materials were handed down to the black schools.  Although we learned the same American and Southern histories, it has only been in the past few years that African-American children have had an opportunity to study and learn about African-American scholars.  And from this you might say they have learned about the Confederate history from a new standpoint.


The common love I have found in my research is due to my willingness to listen to those who were willing to tell me.  I have visited many places and have seen the love that white southerners have for the Confederacy.  It is a deep-rooted love that is not going to change.


What has changed is the willingness of Senators like McConnell, J. Verne Smith, Courson, Wilson, and others, whom also have a deep love for the Confederacy, to reach out and work with African-Americans on legislation.  That is the most important thing.


I cannot pass legislation on my own.  Senators Anderson, Matthews, Washington, Glover, Patterson, and Jackson, we cannot pass legislation on our own.  We need a lot of support.  If we are going to support our issues and causes, then we are going to have to bend a little bit too.


As I have said before, this is a different Robert Ford.  The people of Charleston would tell you that I would march against and picket the Confederate flag.  When I came here as a student in 1967, I led the first demonstration in South Carolina against the Confederate flag.  At that time, the Confederate flag had flown over the State Capital for five years and I was very much opposed to that.  Dr. King was alive at that time.  We came here for a retreat and when I asked Dr. King about it he said, “That is another issue for another time.”  I am glad Dr. King took that approach.  Those of us who were in South Carolina to visit at that time could have fought the fight to take it down.  However, Dr. King said, “No, we need to deal with the basic civil rights.”


What I have learned from the South Carolina Senate is that the members are willing to work with African-American causes.  I think it would be a sin and a shame if African-Americans didn’t make the same concessions.  As I have said before, I hate to disagree with my friends on the other side because I am on a strange side this time.  I don’t believe anyone in the country would expect me to get up here and make this kind of concession, but I have learned to respect Senator McConnell for what he stands for.  I respect each Senator who loves the Confederacy.  I even attend Confederate activities in Charleston.


As a matter of fact one Halloween night, Charleston held what Senator McConnell would call, a “Ghost Walk.”  Some 25,000 screaming Confederates attended.  Two blacks – two African-Americans were there at the scene.  One was a young man taking part in activities as a slave, and the other was myself.  We were at Magnolia Cemetery, probably the most frightening cemetery in South Carolina.  Everyone made me feel welcome.  At that time, everyone in Charleston assumed I was probably the militant of black militants who ever lived.  They made me welcome.


From that day forward I began to learn and understand how these people feel about their heritage.  I have learned to respect my heritage and culture much more because of the love they have for theirs.


I would like to ask my friends, if they have a desire to be present on this legislation, to remove their objections to the bill.  I believe we need to move forward as South Carolina citizens, black and white together.


Thank you.

ADOPTED

H. 3319 XE "H. 3319" \b  -- Reps. Inabinett, Moody‑Lawrence, Campsen, Neal, Mack and Whipper:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE FIRST THURSDAY IN MAY (MAY 6, 1999) AS “LEGISLATIVE FAMILY DAY 1999” IN RECOGNITION AND APPRECIATION OF THE PATIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING SHOWN BY THE FAMILIES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE WONDERFUL SUPPORT GIVEN BY THESE GREAT FAMILIES TO THE MEMBERS AS THEY CARRY OUT THEIR LEGISLATIVE DUTIES, AND ASKING EACH MEMBER TO SHOW HIS OR HER APPRECIATION TO THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ON THIS DAY.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.

ADOPTED

S. 252 XE "S. 252" \b  -- Senator Giese:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE COMMISSIONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL TO STUDY THE EFFECT OF OBESITY IN BOTH ADULTS AND CHILDREN ON COSTLY HEALTH COMPLICATIONS SUCH AS DIABETES, HYPERTENSION, HEART DISEASE, AND STROKES AND OTHER HEALTH COMPLICATIONS IN CHILDREN, TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT IN AWARENESS OF THE PROBLEM OF OBESITY AND SUGGESTED TREATMENT MODALITIES, AND TO REPORT THE FINDINGS OF THIS STUDY AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BEFORE THE CONVENING OF THE 2000 REGULAR SESSION.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House.

ADOPTED

H. 3479 XE "H. 3479" \b  -- Reps. Wilkins and Harrison:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO INVITE THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA SUPREME COURT, THE HONORABLE ERNEST A FINNEY, JR., TO ADDRESS THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN JOINT SESSION ON THE STATE OF THE JUDICIARY AT 12:00 NOON ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1999.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.

CARRIED OVER

The following Joint Resolution was carried over:


S. 460 XE "S. 460" \b  -- Education Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, RELATING TO CRITERIA FOR THE PROMOTION OF STUDENTS TO THE NEXT HIGHER GRADE (REPEAL), DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 1997, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


Senator MATTHEWS explained the Joint Resolution.


On motion of Senator FAIR, the Joint Resolution was carried over.

RATIFICATION OF ACTS


Pursuant to an invitation the Honorable Speaker and House of Representatives appeared in the Senate Chamber on February 16, 1999, at 1:30 P.M. and the following Acts and Joint Resolutions were ratified:


(R1, S. 332 XE "S. 332" \b ) --  Senator Jackson: AN ACT TO RATIFY AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 33, ARTICLE III OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO MARRIAGES OF WHITES AND NEGROES AND THE AGE OF CONSENT FOR AN UNMARRIED WOMAN, SO AS TO DELETE THE PROVISION MAKING A MARRIAGE BETWEEN A WHITE AND NEGRO OR MULATTO UNLAWFUL.

L:\COUNCIL\ACTS\332DW99.DOC


(R2, S. 399 XE "S. 399" \b ) --  Senators McConnell, Matthews, Courtney, Patterson, Hayes, Reese, Jackson, Passailaigue, Saleeby and Holland: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 38‑73‑910, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PUBLIC NOTICES AND PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR CERTAIN RATE INCREASES IN INSURANCE LINES SO AS TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THESE NOTICES AND HEARINGS AND REVISE AND CLARIFY THE PUBLIC HEARING AND PUBLIC NOTICE REQUIREMENTS FOR AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE RATE FILINGS MADE PURSUANT TO ACT 154 OF 1997 WHICH REVISED THE LAWS OF THIS STATE PERTAINING TO AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE; TO EXPRESS THE INTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT SPECIFIED PROVISIONS OF ACT 154 OF 1997 APPLY TO RATE FILINGS MADE PURSUANT TO ACT 154 OF 1997 REGARDLESS OF WHETHER SUCH AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE RATE FILINGS ARE FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE PRIOR TO MARCH 1, 1999, AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE APPLICABILITY OF SPECIFIED PROVISIONS OF ACT 154 OF 1997.

L:\COUNCIL\ACTS\399STD99.DOC


(R3, S. 407 XE "S. 407" \b ) --  Senator Fair: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE SCHOOL DAY OF DECEMBER 18, 1998, MISSED BY STUDENTS OF BUENA VISTA ELEMENTARY IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF GREENVILLE COUNTY FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1998‑99 WHEN THE SCHOOL WAS CLOSED DUE TO AIR QUALITY PROBLEMS IS EXEMPTED FROM THE MAKE‑UP REQUIREMENT OF THE DEFINED MINIMUM PLAN THAT FULL SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES BE MADE UP.

L:\COUNCIL\ACTS\407SD99.DOC


(R4, H. 3260 XE "H. 3260" \b ) --  Reps. Harrell, Seithel, Limehouse, Mack, Inabinett, Breeland, Chellis, Campsen and Whipper: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY STUDENTS OF THE CHARLESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN CHARLESTON COUNTY FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1998‑99 WHEN THEIR SCHOOLS WERE CLOSED DUE TO HURRICANE CONDITIONS OR DUE TO THEIR SCHOOLS BEING USED AS EVACUATION LOCATIONS DURING HURRICANE CONDITIONS ARE EXEMPTED FROM THE MAKE‑UP REQUIREMENT OF THE DEFINED MINIMUM PLAN THAT FULL SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES BE MADE UP.

L:\COUNCIL\ACTS\3260SD99.DOC


(R5, H. 3264 XE "H. 3264" \b ) --  Reps. Young‑Brickell, Chellis, Harrell, Bailey and Cobb‑Hunter: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY STUDENTS OF THE SUMMERVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR DORCHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 2 IN DORCHESTER COUNTY FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1998‑99 WHEN THEIR SCHOOLS WERE CLOSED DUE TO HURRICANE CONDITIONS OR DUE TO THEIR SCHOOLS BEING USED AS EVACUATION LOCATIONS DURING HURRICANE CONDITIONS ARE EXEMPTED FROM THE MAKE‑UP REQUIREMENT OF THE DEFINED MINIMUM PLAN THAT FULL SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES BE MADE UP.

L:\COUNCIL\ACTS\3264SD99.DOC


(R6, H. 3289 XE "H. 3289" \b ) --  Reps. Phillips, McCraw and Littlejohn: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT SCHOOL DAYS MISSED ON JANUARY 4, 5, AND 6, 1999, BY THE STUDENTS OF THE CHEROKEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1998‑99 WHEN THE SCHOOLS WERE CLOSED DUE TO ICE AND WEATHER CONDITIONS AND A LACK OF ELECTRICITY ARE EXEMPTED FROM THE MAKE‑UP REQUIREMENT OF THE DEFINED MINIMUM PLAN THAT FULL SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES BE MADE UP.

L:\COUNCIL\ACTS\3289SD99.DOC


(R7, H. 3350 XE "H. 3350" \b ) --  Rep. Altman: AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 7‑7‑140, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE DESIGNATION OF VOTING PRECINCTS IN CHARLESTON COUNTY, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE PRECINCT NAMED JOHNS ISLAND 5A IS RENAMED KIAWAH ISLAND AND THE PRECINCT NAMED JOHNS ISLAND 5B IS RENAMED TOWN OF SEABROOK.

L:\COUNCIL\ACTS\3350SOM99.DOC

Committee to Escort

The PRESIDENT appointed Senators LEVENTIS, PATTERSON, RUSSELL, COURTNEY and WALDREP to escort the Honorable Ernest A. Finney, Jr., Chief Justice of the South Carolina Supreme Court, and his party to the rostrum of the House of Representatives for the Joint Assembly.

THE CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED CALENDAR HAVING BEEN COMPLETED, THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE MOTION PERIOD.
MADE SPECIAL ORDER


S. 150 XE "S. 150" \b  -- Senators Wilson, Elliott, Leventis, Branton, Hayes and Reese:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 56‑3‑1815, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY’S AUTHORITY TO ISSUE SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES TO RETIRED MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA NATIONAL GUARD, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT MAY ALSO ISSUE A SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE TO A MEMBER OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE GUARD; TO AMEND SECTION 56‑3‑1820, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE DESIGN OF, FEE FOR, AND DURATION OF THE NATIONAL GUARD SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE AND THE DENOTATION OF A RETIRED NATIONAL GUARD MEMBER’S STATUS ON THE LICENSE PLATE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE MAY HAVE NATIONAL GUARD OR STATE GUARD ALSO PRINTED ON IT WITH NUMBERS, OR LETTERS, OR BOTH, AND TO DELETE THE REQUIREMENT THAT A RETIRED NATIONAL GUARD MEMBER’S RETIRED STATUS MUST BE DENOTED ON THE SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE; TO AMEND SECTION 56‑3‑1830, RELATING TO THE TRANSFER OF A NATIONAL GUARD SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE TO ANOTHER VEHICLE, ITS DISPLAY ON AN UNAUTHORIZED VEHICLE, AND ITS RETURN TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY ONCE THE HOLDER CEASES TO BE A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL GUARD, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THIS PROVISION APPLIES TO A STATE GUARD SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE; AND TO REPEAL SECTIONS 56‑3‑4710, 56‑3‑4720, 56‑3‑4730, AND 56‑3‑4740 RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES FOR MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE GUARD.


Senator WILSON moved that the Bill be made a Special Order.


Senator ANDERSON objected.


The question then was the motion that the Bill be made a Special Order.


The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows:

Ayes 32; Nays 4
AYES

Alexander
Branton
Courson

Courtney
Elliott
Fair

Giese
Glover
Gregory

Grooms
Hayes
Hutto

Jackson
Martin
McConnell

McGill
Mescher
Moore

O'Dell
Passailaigue
Patterson

Peeler
Rankin
Ravenel

Reese
Russell
Ryberg

Setzler
Smith, J. Verne
Waldrep

Washington
Wilson

Total--32

NAYS

Anderson
Bryan
Matthews

Thomas

Total--4


Having received the necessary vote, S. 150 was made a Special Order.

MOTION ADOPTED

On motion of Senator ALEXANDER, with unanimous consent, the Senate stood adjourned in honor of Mr. Marvin Singleton Cely, Jr. of Oconee County, S.C., Clemson alumnus and founder of Marvin’s Kids.  

ADJOURNMENT

At 1:45 P.M., on motion of Senator DRUMMOND, the Senate adjourned to meet tomorrow at 11:00 A.M.

* * *
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