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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

EXPRESSING THE SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA TO RANDOLPH D. SMOAK, JR., M.D., A SURGEON OF ORANGEBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA, ON BEING ELECTED THE ONE HUNDRED FIFTY‑FIFTH PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND OFFERING A SPECIAL THANK YOU FOR HIS UNBOUNDED COMMITMENT AND ENCOURAGEMENT ON GOOD HEALTH AND PREVENTIVE CARE.

Whereas, American Medical Association (AMA) President Randolph D. Smoak, Jr., is the voice of the medical profession.  He is only the third native‑born South Carolinian to lead this internationally know organization; and

Whereas, Dr. Smoak, originally from Bamberg, attended the University of South Carolina for his undergraduate studies and received his medical degree from the Medical University of South Carolina, where he also completed his residency training.  He went to Houston, Texas, where he completed a senior surgery oncology fellowship at the University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center; and

Whereas, Dr. Smoak, who served in the United States Air Force Medical Corps, has had a surgical practice in Orangeburg for the past thirty‑three years and is a clinical professor of surgery at the Medical University of South Carolina and a clinical associate professor of surgery at the University of South Carolina School of Medicine; and

Whereas, Dr. Smoak has long been involved with the American Medical Association through his involvement in various committees and delegations, namely the Department of Health and Human Services Interagency Committee on Smoking and Health, for which he has been a zealous advocate and spokesperson.  He has been a member of the Board of Trustees since 1992 and has since served as Secretary‑Treasurer, Vice‑Chairman, and Chairman of the Board until he was named President‑elect of the American Medical Association in June of 1999; and

Whereas, Dr. Smoak has put the issues of women as medical decision makers in health care, the role of American medicine in the global community, and the American Medical Association’s continuing role in the health system reform, at the forefront of his year‑long presidency during which he is representing two hundred ninety thousand members; and

Whereas, Dr. Smoak believes that the cornerstone of the medical profession is the patient‑physician relationship and strongly supports the passing of a federal patients’ bill of rights called the “Bipartisan Patient Protection Act of 2001”, recently introduced in the House and Senate; and

Whereas, as well as being actively involved in the American Medical Association, Dr. Smoak is also a leader in his community.  He has previously held leadership roles in organizations such as the Kiwanis Club, the Orangeburg County Chamber of Commerce, the Orangeburg‑Calhoun Technical College Foundation Board, and the Orangeburg First Presbyterian Church; and

Whereas, Dr. Smoak and his wife, Saundra, have four daughters and reside in Orangeburg; and

Whereas, it is appropriate that the members of the General Assembly pause in their deliberations to recognize the extraordinary achievements and distinguished career of Randolph D. Smoak, Jr., M.D.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, express their sincere congratulations to Randolph D. Smoak, Jr., M.D., a surgeon of Orangeburg, South Carolina, on being elected the one hundred fifty‑fifth President of the American Medical Association and offering a special thank you for his unbounded commitment and encouragement on good health and preventive care.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Randolph D. Smoak, Jr., M.D.
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