BIL:
4086

TYP:
General Bill GB

INB:
House

IND:
20010509

PSP:
Snow

SPO:
Snow, Lourie and J.E. Smith

DDN:
l:\council\bills\swb\5340ac01.doc

RBY:
House

COM:
Judiciary Committee 25 HJ

SUB:
Animals, cruelty to; persons required to report cases of child engaging in to Juvenile Justice; Minors, Social Services

HST:


Body
Date
Action Description
Com
Leg Involved

______
________
_______________________________________
_______
____________

House
20010509
Introduced, read first time,
25 HJ



referred to Committee

Versions of This Bill

TXT:

A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 20‑7‑8940, SO AS TO REQUIRE PERSONS REQUIRED TO REPORT SUSPECTED CASES OF CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE REPORT A CHILD BELIEVED TO BE ENGAGING IN CRUELTY TO ANIMALS; TO AUTHORIZE THE DEPARTMENT TO REFER THE CHILD FOR PROSECUTION IF APPROPRIATE; TO REQUIRE A TREATMENT PLAN, INCLUDING PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION AND TREATMENT; TO PLACE A CHILD ON PROBATION UNTIL HIS SEVENTEENTH BIRTHDAY UNLESS THE COURT FINDS IT IN THE CHILD’S BEST INTEREST TO BE RELEASED FROM PROBATION; AND TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT SEMIANNUAL REPORTS TO THE COURT ON THE CHILD’S STATUS AND PROGRESS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
The 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 20‑7‑8940.
(A)
A person required to report suspected child abuse or neglect pursuant to Section 20-7-510 shall report a child to the Department of Juvenile Justice for intake if the person has reason to believe that the child has engaged in behavior involving cruelty to animals as provided for in Chapter 1, Title 47.  All other individuals may report behavior involving cruelty to animals to the Department of Juvenile Justice or to a local law enforcement officer.


(B)
Upon receiving a report, the Department of Juvenile Justice shall implement intake procedures and based on the department’s assessment shall refer the child to the solicitor for adjudication if the department finds that it is more likely than not that the child engaged in behavior involving cruelty to an animal.


(C)
If the child is adjudicated delinquent for a violation of Chapter 1, Title 47, in addition to any commitment that may result from the adjudication, the court shall order the Department of Juvenile Justice to develop a treatment plan for the child which must include, but is not limited to, a psychological evaluation, counseling, and the responsibilities of the parents in carrying out the treatment plan.  A child adjudicated delinquent in accordance with this section shall be placed on probation, whether following release from commitment to the department or absent commitment, to be followed by the department until the child’s seventeenth birthday.  Throughout the period of probation, the department shall submit semiannual reports to the court on the status and progress of the child with regard to the treatment plan.  If on a petition of the department or legal representation of the child, or on the court’s own motion the court finds it in the child’s best interest, the court shall order the child released from probation.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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