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A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 40‑43‑190 SO AS TO ENACT THE “MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION COST CONTAINMENT ACT” AND TO REQUIRE THE LOWEST POSSIBLE COST, INCLUDING REBATES, DISCOUNTS, AND PROMOTIONS, TO BE USED TO ESTABLISH PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICES FOR MEDICARE RECIPIENTS WHO HAVE NO OTHER PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE AND TO REQUIRE DISPENSING FEES TO BE EQUAL TO THAT CHARGED FOR DISPENSING MEDICAID PRESCRIPTIONS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
This act may be cited as the “Medicare Prescription Cost Containment Act”.

SECTION
2.
The 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 40‑43‑190.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the lowest possible cost including, but not limited to, rebates, discounts, and promotions from pharmaceutical manufacturers, distributors, and suppliers must be used to establish prescription drug prices for persons receiving Medicare benefits who do not have any other prescription drug insurance coverage, including Medicaid.  Dispensing fees for these prescriptions must be equal to that charged for persons receiving Medicaid benefits.”

SECTION
3.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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