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THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS

To whom was referred a Bill (H. 5063) to amend Article 9, Chapter 1 of Title 1, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, relating to the official state emblems, by adding Section 1‑1-703, so as to designate the Carolina Tartan, etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass:

RONALD P. TOWNSEND for Committee.

            
A BILL

TO AMEND ARTICLE 9, CHAPTER 1 OF TITLE 1, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE OFFICIAL STATE EMBLEMS, BY ADDING SECTION 1‑1‑703 SO AS TO DESIGNATE THE CAROLINA TARTAN AS THE OFFICIAL TARTAN OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

Whereas, Scottish families began to settle in both South and North Carolina during the last two decades of the seventeenth century; and

Whereas, in the first half of the eighteenth century, large numbers of both Highland Scots and Ulster Scots settled in the two Carolinas; and

Whereas, Scots became major elements of the population of both colonies; and

Whereas, a tartan is a plaid textile design consisting of stripes of varying width and color, each tartan unique to a clan, district, or group; and

Whereas, St. Andrew’s Societies are organizations for the celebration of things Scottish; and

Whereas, St. Andrew’s Societies in South and North Carolina arranged for the design of Carolina Tartan and cosponsored the effort for adoption of the design by the Scottish Tartans Society, which registered the Carolina Tartan in 1981, with the United Kingdom Design Registry; and

Whereas, those St. Andrew’s Societies believe that the Carolina Tartan was the first one successfully advanced for a group of states in the United States, although Canadian provinces have had their distinctive tartans; and

Whereas, since 1981, tartans have been designed for other states; and

Whereas, the Carolina Tartan is a variation of a tartan associated with King Charles II who made the grant of land in 1663 which resulted in the creation of the Carolina proprietary colony; and

Whereas, there is desire on the part of many South Carolina citizens of Scottish descent to honor their ancestral ties.  Now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
The 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 1‑1‑703.
The Carolina Tartan is designated as the official tartan of the State of South Carolina.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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