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AN ACT TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 41‑1‑110 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS THE PUBLIC POLICY OF THIS STATE THAT A HANDBOOK, PERSONNEL MANUAL, POLICY, PROCEDURE, OR OTHER DOCUMENT ISSUED BY AN EMPLOYER AFTER JUNE 30, 2004, DOES NOT CREATE AN EXPRESS OR IMPLIED CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT IF IT IS CONSPICUOUSLY DISCLAIMED, AND PROVIDE THE MANNER IN WHICH THE DISCLAIMER MUST BE PRINTED.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Express or implied contract of employment not created, terms

SECTION
1.
Chapter 1, Title 41 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 41‑1‑110.
It is the public policy of this State that a handbook, personnel manual, policy, procedure, or other document issued by an employer or its agent after June 30, 2004, shall not create an express or implied contract of employment if it is conspicuously disclaimed.  For purposes of this section, a disclaimer in a handbook or personnel manual must be in underlined capital letters on the first page of the document and signed by the employee.  For all other documents referenced in this section, the disclaimer must be in underlined capital letters on the first page of the document.  Whether or not a disclaimer is conspicuous is a question of law.”

Time effective

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

Ratified the 10th day of March, 2004.

Approved the 15th day of March, 2004. 
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