A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 59‑149‑55 SO AS TO REVISE THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA TO RETAIN A LIFE SCHOLARSHIP FOR STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE A LIFE SCHOLARSHIP AS AN ENTERING FRESHMAN AND TO REVISE THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA TO RECEIVE A LIFE SCHOLARSHIP FOR STUDENTS WHO FAIL TO RETAIN A PALMETTO FELLOWS SCHOLARSHIP; AND TO AMEND SECTION 59‑149‑50, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO ELIGIBILITY FOR LIFE SCHOLARSHIPS, SO AS TO CONFORM THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION TO THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 59‑149‑55.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
The 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 59-149-55.
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 59-149-50:


(A)
Students receiving a LIFE Scholarship as an entering freshman to retain it must earn a 2.5 grade point average on a 4.0 scale for the first semester after taking and earning at least fifteen credit hours and must earn a 3.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale for the second semester of their freshman year after taking and earning at least fifteen more credit hours.  For purposes of determining the future eligibility of these recipients after their freshman year, all other requirements of this chapter apply except that the grades received by such entering freshman during the first semester of their freshman year at their option may or may not count toward their required cumulative grade point average.


(B)
Students receiving a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship who fail to retain it are eligible for a LIFE Scholarship under the same criteria entering freshman receiving a LIFE Scholarship are eligible under subsection (A).”

SECTION
2.
Section 59-149-50(B) and (C) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(B)
Except as provided in Section 59-149-55, students receiving a LIFE Scholarship to retain it and students currently enrolled in an eligible institution to receive such a scholarship must earn a 3.0 cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale each year and earn at least thirty credit hours each year for the maximum of semesters permitted at that institution by Section 59‑149‑60. 


(C)
Except as provided in Section 59-149-55, students who were LIFE Scholarship recipients seeking a degree at such a public or independent institution of this State during their freshman or other year who failed to earn a cumulative 3.0 at the end of the term they attempted the requisite number of hours required by subsection (B) may regain eligibility if their cumulative grade average is a 3.0 at the end of the term they have attempted at least sixty hours if they are a sophomore or ninety hours if they are a junior.”

SECTION
3.
The provisions of Section 59-149-55 of the 1976 Code and Section 59-149-50(B) and (C) as amended by this act, are effective beginning with the 2003-2004 academic year.

SECTION
4.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑

[3983]
2

