A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

TO COMMEND THE EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM OF ARMY PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JOHN F. BAKER, JR., A NATIVE OF IOWA AND A RESIDENT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, WHO WAS AWARDED THE MEDAL OF HONOR FOR VALOR DURING THE VIETNAM CONFLICT, WHICH IS THE HIGHEST AWARD THAT CAN BE BESTOWED UPON A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES.

Whereas, throughout our nation’s history, men and women in all eras from Concord and Lexington to Falleujah have gone in harm’s way to protect and secure our country’s freedom and way of life; and

Whereas, to recognize extraordinary heroism the Congress of the United States established the Medal of Honor which represents the highest award for valor that can be bestowed upon a member of the armed forces of the United States; and

Whereas, there have been more than three thousand four hundred recipients but fewer than one hundred forty remain with us today; and

Whereas, most recipients of the medal are ordinary Americans from ordinary backgrounds who, under extraordinary circumstances and at great risk to their own lives, performed an incredible act or a series of acts of conspicuous valor that clearly sets them apart from their comrades; and 

Whereas, thirty-seven citizens with South Carolina roots have received the Medal of Honor since its inception; and

Whereas, Army Private First Class John F. Baker, Jr., is one of these heroes who fortunately is with us today; and

Whereas, on November 5, 1966, in Tay Ninh Province in Vietnam near the Cambodian border, part of PFC Baker’s company had been ordered to assist another company that was pinned down by the Vietcong, whose numbers had been growing throughout the battle; and

Whereas, by the time his company arrived late on November fourth and set up for the night, there were three thousand enemy soldiers in the area; and

Whereas, PFC Baker’s unit moved out at dawn to relieve its embattled sister company.  As he entered the dense jungle, Baker could not see the enemy but knew they were near.  Then machine gun and mortar fire broke out from Vietcong soldiers who had tied themselves onto the limbs of trees and hidden in a concrete bunker complex in the thick undergrowth.  When Baker saw the lead man in his column go down, he immediately moved up and with another soldier charged two of the bunkers from where the heaviest fire was coming; and

Whereas, the man with him was shot, his arm hanging by a shred of flesh.  In an effort to protect him, PFC Baker killed four enemy snipers, then dragged his mortally wounded comrade to safety; and

Whereas, after grabbing more ammunition, Baker then attacked another bunker, killing several more Vietcong with one of his men being wounded.  As he was trying to evacuate the fallen soldier, they both came under fire from more snipers.  Baker shot four of them.  Finally out of ammunition, he dragged two more GIs off the battlefield; and

Whereas, at the end of the two-hour-long battle, he had killed ten Vietcong, destroyed six machine-gun bunkers, and saved eight of his comrades; and

Whereas, the members of the General Assembly, by this resolution, would like to publicly recognize and honor Private First Class John F. Baker, Jr., this brave and courageous American, for his extraordinary heroism in the defense of our country and her ideals which epitomizes the very best of America.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly commend the extraordinary heroism of Army Private First Class John F. Baker, Jr., a native of Iowa and a resident of South Carolina, who was awarded the Medal of Honor for valor during the Vietnam Conflict, which is the highest award that can be bestowed upon a member of the armed forces of the United States.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Army Private First Class John F. Baker, Jr.
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