THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2004


Thursday, April 8, 2004

(Statewide Session)

Indicates Matter Stricken

Indicates New Matter


The Senate assembled at 11:00 A.M., the hour to which it stood adjourned, and was called to order by the ACTING PRESIDENT Senator COURSON.  (This is a Statewide Session day established under the provisions of Senate Rule 1B.  Members not having scheduled committee or subcommittee meetings may be in their home districts without effect on their session attendance record.) 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

The following were introduced:


S. 1138 XE "
S. 1138" \b -- Senator Short:  A SENATE RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE THE MEMBERS OF THE CHESTER HIGH SCHOOL WOMENS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH ZEKE WASHINGTON AND HIS COACHING STAFF ON WINNING THEIR FIRST STATE CLASS AAA CHAMPIONSHIP, COMMEND THEM FOR THEIR EXTRAORDINARY DEDICATION, DETERMINATION, AND HARD WORK THROUGHOUT THE 2004 SEASON THAT ENABLED THEM TO CAPTURE THE 2004 CLASS AAA CHAMPIONSHIP, AND TO WISH THEM EVERY SUCCESS IN ALL OF THEIR ACADEMIC, ATHLETIC, AND FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

l:\council\bills\gjk\21159sd04.doc


The Senate Resolution was adopted.


S. 1139 XE "
S. 1139" \b -- Senator Short:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE CONGRATULATIONS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO GREAT FALLS COACH JOHN SMITH ON HIS TREMENDOUS ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING HIS BASKETBALL COACHING CAREER, INCLUDING MOST RECENTLY CAPTURING HIS 700TH CAREER WIN.

l:\council\bills\bbm\10176sd04.doc


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House.


S. 1140 XE "
S. 1140" \b -- Senator McConnell:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 38-63-100, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO A BONA FIDE CHARITY OR NONPROFIT CORPORATION WHICH IS NAMED A BENEFICIARY, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT CERTAIN CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS AND ENTITIES MAY OWN OR PURCHASE LIFE INSURANCE ON AN INDIVIDUAL WHO CONSENTS TO THE OWNERSHIP OR PURCHASE OF THAT INSURANCE AND THE CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION OR ENTITY HAS AN INSURABLE INTEREST IN THE LIFE OF THE INDIVIDUAL INSURED.

l:\council\bills\dka\3883dw04.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance.


S. 1141 XE "
S. 1141" \b -- Senator Malloy:  A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY THE STUDENTS OF ANY SCHOOL IN THE DARLINGTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS, OR OTHER DISRUPTIONS MAY BE FORGIVEN IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD.

l:\s-resmin\bills\malloy\smin0079.gm.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education.


S. 1142 XE "
S. 1142" \b -- Senator Malloy:  A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY THE STUDENTS OF ANY SCHOOL IN THE MARLBORO COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS, OR OTHER DISRUPTIONS MAY BE FORGIVEN IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD.

l:\s-resmin\bills\malloy\smin0081.gm.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education.


S. 1143 XE "
S. 1143" \b -- Senator Malloy:  A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY THE STUDENTS OF ANY SCHOOL IN THE LEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS, OR OTHER DISRUPTIONS MAY BE FORGIVEN IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD.

l:\s-resmin\bills\malloy\smin0080.gm.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education.


S. 1144 XE "
S. 1144" \b -- Senators Branton and Richardson:  A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 1, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF GOVERNMENT, BY ADDING CHAPTER 24 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTH CAROLINA SUNSET COMMISSION AND A SUNSET REVIEW DIVISION OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COUNCIL, TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES PROVIDING FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH THE PROGRAMS OF CERTAIN AGENCIES AND DEPARTMENTS OF STATE GOVERNMENT MUST BE EVALUATED TO DETERMINE IF THEY SHOULD BE CONTINUED IN EXISTENCE, MODIFIED, OR TERMINATED, AND TO ESTABLISH THE PROCEDURES BY WHICH THESE PROGRAMS MUST BE CONTINUED, MODIFIED, OR TERMINATED.

l:\council\bills\gjk\21153sd04.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


S. 1145 XE "
S. 1145" \b -- Senator Thomas:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 22-3-800, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE ABILITY OF A MAGISTRATE TO SUSPEND IMPOSITION OR EXECUTION OF A SENTENCE, SO AS TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF COMMUNITY SERVICE A MAGISTRATE MAY IMPOSE OR SUSPEND FROM ONE HUNDRED HOURS TO TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY HOURS.

l:\council\bills\ms\7250ahb04.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


S. 1146 XE "
S. 1146" \b -- Senator Peeler:  A BILL TO AMEND ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 61, TITLE 44, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE, SO AS TO DEFINE CERTAIN ADDITIONAL TERMS, CHANGE THE PROCEDURE FOR SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF A LICENSE OR A PERMIT, PROVIDE CERTAIN ACTS FOR WHICH A SERVICE MAY BE FINED, PROVIDE CERTAIN CRIMES THAT IF COMMITTED REQUIRE THE DENIAL OF CERTIFICATION, PROVIDE INSTANCES OF MISCONDUCT AND THE SUSPENSION OF A CERTIFICATE PENDING INVESTIGATION OF A COMPLAINT OF MISCONDUCT, PROVIDE FOR AN ADDITIONAL EXEMPTION, CHANGE REFERENCES TO REGULATIONS, PROVIDE FOR CONFIDENTIALITY OF PATIENT CARE RECORDS, CLARIFY LANGUAGE, AND REVISE REFERENCES.

l:\council\bills\nbd\12412sj04.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Senator RYBERG from the Committee on Transportation submitted a favorable report on:


S. 821 XE "S. 821" \b  -- Senators Short and Moore:  A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 3, TITLE 56, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING A NEW SECTION AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES TO ISSUE A SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE “BREAST CANCER AWARENESS” MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE, TO REQUIRE A FEE OF THIRTY‑FIVE DOLLARS ABOVE THAT REQUIRED FOR A STANDARD LICENSE PLATE AND TO REQUIRE THOSE FUNDS BE USED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL TO EXPAND SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE BEST CHANCE NETWORK.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator J. VERNE SMITH from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry submitted a favorable report on:


S. 1043 XE "S. 1043" \b  -- Senator McConnell:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 31‑12‑100, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DISSOLUTION OF A MILITARY FACILITIES REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT AN ADOPTED REDEVELOPMENT PLAN AND TAX INCREMENT FINANCE OBLIGATIONS ADOPTED PURSUANT TO THE PLAN REMAIN IN PLACE UPON THE DISSOLUTION OF THE AUTHORITY UNTIL ADOPTION OF A MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE FINALLY DISSOLVING THE TAX ALLOCATION FUND AND TERMINATING THE REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA; TO AMEND SECTION 31‑12‑210, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF OBLIGATIONS FOR A MILITARY FACILITIES REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT BY A MUNICIPALITY, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE OBLIGATIONS MAY BE ISSUED WITHIN FIFTEEN YEARS OF THE MUNICIPALITY’S CONCURRENCE IN THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN; TO AMEND SECTION 31‑12‑270, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE BY A MUNICIPALITY CONCURRING IN THE MILITARY FACILITIES REDEVELOPMENT PLAN, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE TIME PERIOD BY WHICH AN ORDINANCE MUST BE ADOPTED IN WHICH THE TAX ALLOCATION FUND IS DISSOLVED AND THE REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA’S DESIGNATION IS TERMINATED; TO AMEND SECTION 31‑12‑290, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE TAX ALLOCATION FUND AND THE CARRY FORWARD OF UNEXPENDED FUNDS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD MAY BE USED ON MILITARY FACILITIES REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT COSTS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 31‑12‑300, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE CERTIFICATION OF THE TOTAL INITIAL EQUALIZED ASSESSED VALUE OF TAXABLE PROPERTY WITHIN A MILITARY FACILITIES REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR TIME PERIODS BY WHICH THE VALUE MUST BE DETERMINED AND TO REQUIRE COOPERATION AMONG OFFICIALS IN MAKING THAT DETERMINATION.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator RYBERG from the Committee on Transportation submitted a favorable with amendment report on:


S. 1103 XE "S. 1103" \b  -- Senators Peeler, Hayes and Gregory:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 56‑3‑8600, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF DUCKS UNLIMITED SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THIS LICENSE PLATE MAY BE ISSUED TO ANY OWNER OF CERTAIN PRIVATE PASSENGER CARRYING MOTOR VEHICLES, AND TO ADD AN ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THE ISSUANCE ON THE LICENSE PLATE THAT MUST BE DEPOSITED IN AN ACCOUNT DESIGNATED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA DUCKS UNLIMITED.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator GREGORY from the Committee on Transportation submitted a favorable with amendment report on:


H. 3737 XE "H. 3737" \b  -- Reps. Loftis, Bingham, Chellis, Harrison, Hinson, Leach, Merrill, Perry, Sandifer, Toole and Whitmire:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 56‑10‑45, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE CONFISCATION OF SUSPENDED OR REVOKED DRIVER’S LICENSES, MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION CARDS, AND MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE PLATES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT WHEN A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER CONFISCATES A LICENSE PLATE, HE SHALL LEAVE NOTICE AT THE LOCATION WHERE THE LICENSE PLATE WAS CONFISCATED THAT CONTAINS HIS NAME AND LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY, THE DATE THE LICENSE PLATE WAS CONFISCATED, THE REASON IT WAS CONFISCATED, AND THE LOCATION WHERE THE LICENSE PLATE IS STORED.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator J. VERNE SMITH from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry submitted a favorable with amendment report on:


H. 4420 XE "H. 4420" \b  -- Rep. Kirsh:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 41‑31‑125 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT FOR PURPOSES OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA EMPLOYMENT SECURITY LAW, A NEW EMPLOYING UNIT MUST NOT BE ASSIGNED A DISCRETE EMPLOYER NUMBER WHEN THERE IS AN ACQUISITION OR CHANGE IN THE FORM OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AN EXISTING BUSINESS ENTERPRISE WITH CONTINUITY OF CONTROL, AND TO PROVIDE DEFINITIONS.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator RYBERG from the Committee on Transportation submitted a favorable report on:


H. 5021 XE "H. 5021" \b  -- Rep. Duncan:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO NAME THE NORTH CREEK BRIDGE ON SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY 72 WEST IN LAURENS COUNTY, THE “CHARLES HAMPTON JOHNSON MEMORIAL BRIDGE” AND TO ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THE BRIDGE CONTAINING THE WORDS “CHARLES HAMPTON JOHNSON MEMORIAL BRIDGE”.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator J. VERNE SMITH from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry submitted a favorable report on:


H. 5035 XE "H. 5035" \b  -- Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION, BOARD OF NURSING, RELATING TO LICENSURE EXAMINATION, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 2898, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED LOCAL AND STATEWIDE CALENDAR.
THIRD READING BILLS


The following Bills were read the third time and ordered sent to the House of Representatives:


S. 1127 XE "S. 1127" \b  -- Senators Knotts, Cromer, Courson and Setzler:  A BILL TO ENACT THE LEXINGTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT BY ALLOWING THE IMPOSITION OF A SALES AND USE TAX EQUAL TO ONE PERCENT OF GROSS SALES IN LEXINGTON COUNTY FOLLOWING APPROVAL OF THE TAX BY THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE COUNTY IN A REFERENDUM HELD AT THE TIME OF THE 2004 GENERAL ELECTION, TO PROVIDE THAT THE TAX IS IMPOSED FOR SEVEN YEARS AND MAY BE EXTENDED OR REIMPOSED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY LAW, TO PROVIDE THAT THE TAX IS IMPOSED IN THE SAME MANNER AND WITH THE SAME EXEMPTIONS AND MAXIMUM TAXES APPLICABLE FOR THE FIVE PERCENT STATE SALES AND USE TAX WITH AN ADDITIONAL EXEMPTION FROM THE ONE PERCENT TAX FOR FOOD WHICH LAWFULLY MAY BE PURCHASED WITH UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOOD COUPONS, TO PROVIDE THAT THE REVENUE OF THE TAX MUST BE ALLOTTED TO THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF LEXINGTON COUNTY BASED ON AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF STUDENTS RESIDING IN THAT PORTION OF THE DISTRICT THAT IS IN LEXINGTON COUNTY AND ALSO BASED ON THE POPULATION OF THE DISTRICT, TO PROVIDE THAT THE REVENUE MUST BE USED TO PROVIDE A CREDIT AGAINST THE SCHOOL TAX LIABILITY FOR PROPERTY IN THE DISTRICT AND TO PROVIDE THE METHOD OF CALCULATING THE CREDIT, AND TO PROVIDE THAT REFERENDUMS TO APPROVE MILLAGE INCREASES OR BOND AUTHORIZATIONS FOR ANY PURPOSE IN LEXINGTON COUNTY MAY ONLY BE HELD ON THE FIRST TUESDAY WHICH FOLLOWS THE FIRST MONDAY IN NOVEMBER OF A PARTICULAR YEAR.


By prior motion of Senator SETZLER


S. 1100 XE "S. 1100" \b  -- Senator Drummond:  A BILL TO AMEND ACT 1147 OF 1968, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE GREENWOOD COUNTY CAREER CENTER, SO AS TO RENAME THE CENTER THE G. FRANK RUSSELL CAREER CENTER.


By prior motion of Senator DRUMMOND

SECOND READING BILL

The following Bill, having been read the second time, was ordered placed on the Third Reading Calendar:


S. 1136 XE "S. 1136" \b  -- Senators Leventis and Land:  A BILL TO AMEND ACT 741 OF 1990, AS AMENDED, AND ACT 620 OF 1992, AS AMENDED, BOTH RELATING TO ELECTION OF THE SUMTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARDS OF TRUSTEES, SO AS TO CHANGE THE FILING DATES FOR THE CANDIDATES TO FILE BY AUGUST FIFTEENTH TO CONFORM TO STATE LAW AND CHANGE REFERENCES FROM THE COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION TO THE REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS COMMISSION.


By prior motion of Senator LEVENTIS, with unanimous consent

MOTION ADOPTED


On motion of Senator LEVENTIS, with unanimous consent, the Senate stood adjourned out of respect to the memory of Mr. E. D. McLeod, beloved father of Mac McLeod of Sumter, S.C.

Time Fixed

Senator McCONNELL moved that, when the Senate adjourns on Monday, April 12, 2004, it stand adjourned to meet next Tuesday, April 13, 2004, at 12:00 Noon, which motion was adopted.

ADJOURNMENT

At 11:35 A.M., on motion of Senator PATTERSON, the Senate adjourned to meet on Monday, April 12, 2004, at 11:00 A.M. under the provisions of Rule 1 for the purpose of taking up local matters and uncontested matters which have previously received unanimous consent to be taken up.

* * *
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