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VERSIONS OF THIS BILL
3/22/2006
A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

TO HONOR AND RECOGNIZE CLAUDE THOMAS OF ABBEVILLE COUNTY FOR HIS LASTING CONTRIBUTIONS TO HIS CAREER AND COMMUNITY AND TO DESIGNATE APRIL 14, 2006 AS “CLAUDE THOMAS DAY” TO COMMEMORATE THE WORK HE HAS DONE IN FURTHERANCE OF THIS GREAT STATE.

Whereas, the General Assembly takes great pride in honoring those South Carolinians who tirelessly give of themselves in benefiting the lives of others within their individual communities; and

Whereas, Mr. Claude Thomas is certainly deserving of such praise, as his life stands as a testament to the difference one man can make when he puts his heart and soul into everything he undertakes; and

Whereas, a lifelong resident of Abbeville County and a devoted family man, Claude Thomas celebrates a loving marriage to the former Georgia A. Gray, and adores his three children and five grandchildren; and

Whereas, earning an associate’s degree from Piedmont Technical College in Industrial Management, Mr. Thomas went on to receive a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from Lander University and a Master’s Degree from Southern Wesleyan University; and

Whereas, dedicated to sharing his faith with other believers, he serves as Chairman of the Deacon’s Ministry of the Campfield Baptist Church, and has been an Adult Class Sunday School teacher, and both a Board of Trustee Member and a Secretary for the Little River Missionary Baptist Association; and 

Whereas, showing great courage and bravery, Mr. Thomas fought for our country in Vietnam and was honorably discharged from the United States Marine Corps; and

Whereas, Mr. Thomas has made an outstanding difference in the shaping of the Greenwood community, and retires as the Greenwood City/County Deputy Director of Planning; and

Whereas, Mr. Thomas remains passionate about civic service, and has served in various capacities in many civic organizations, including the Abbeville County Council, the Masons, the Human Resources Board of Commissioners, the South Carolina Black Coalition of Counties, the Abbeville County Democratic Party, and Operation Impact, Inc.; and

Whereas, not having gone unnoticed for his many extraordinary contributions, Mr. Thomas received the S.C. Scottish Rite Mason of the Year Award, the Azzam Shrine Temple’s Nobleman of the Year Award, Operation Impact’s Man of the Year Award, and the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority’s 2004 Community Service Award, among others.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, honor and recognize Claude Thomas of Abbeville County for his lasting contributions to his career and community and designate April 14, 2006 as “Claude Thomas Day” to commemorate the work he has done in furtherance of this great State.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Mr. Claude Thomas.
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