COMMITTEE REPORT

February 15, 2006


H. 3879
Introduced by Reps. M.A. Pitts, Hardwick, Witherspoon, E.H. Pitts, Agnew, J. Brown, Hagood, Jefferson, Leach, Littlejohn, Sandifer, Sinclair, G.R. Smith, W.D. Smith, Umphlett, Duncan and Toole

S. Printed 2/15/06--H.

Read the first time April 6, 2005.

            
THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NATURAL

RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

To whom was referred a Bill (H. 3879) to amend the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, by adding Section 50‑11‑95 so as to make it unlawful to engage in computer assisted remote hunting, etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass with amendment:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:


/SECTION
1.
Chapter 11, Title 50 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 50‑11‑95.
(A)
As used in this section, ‘computer‑assisted remote hunting’ means the use of a computer or any other device, equipment, or software, to remotely control the aiming and discharge of a firearm to hunt an animal, including a bird.


(B)
A person may not engage in computer‑assisted remote hunting or provide or operate facilities for computer‑assisted remote hunting if the animal being hunted is located in this State.


(C)
For purposes of this section, facilities for computer‑assisted remote hunting include real property and improvements on the property associated with hunting, including hunting blinds, offices, and rooms equipped to facilitate computer‑assisted remote hunting.


(D)
A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction for a first offense must be fined not less than five thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both and for a subsequent offense must be fined not less than ten thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than five years, or both.


(E)
It is an exception to the application of this section that a person provides only:



(1)
general‑purpose equipment, including a computer, camera, fencing, and building materials;



(2)
general‑purpose computer software including an operating system and communications programs; or



(3)
general telecommunications hardware or networking services for computers, including adapters, modems, servers, routers, and other facilities associated with Internet access.


(F)
The provisions of this section do not apply to a disabled hunter using medical equipment or devices designed to assist with his disability while engaged in the act of hunting.”


SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
/


Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to conform.

WILLIAM D. WITHERSPOON for Committee.

            
A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 50‑11‑95 SO AS TO MAKE IT UNLAWFUL TO ENGAGE IN COMPUTER ASSISTED REMOTE HUNTING, TO DEFINE COMPUTER ASSISTED REMOTE HUNTING FOR THIS PURPOSE, TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS, AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Chapter 11, Title 50 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 50‑11‑95.
(A)
As used in this section, ‘computer‑assisted remote hunting’ means the use of a computer or any other device, equipment, or software, to remotely control the aiming and discharge of a firearm to hunt an animal, including a bird.


(B)
A person may not engage in computer‑assisted remote hunting or provide or operate facilities for computer‑assisted remote hunting if the animal being hunted is located in this State.


(C)
For purposes of this section, facilities for computer‑assisted remote hunting include real property and improvements on the property associated with hunting, including hunting blinds, offices, and rooms equipped to facilitate computer‑assisted remote hunting.


(D)
A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be punished by a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars or by a term of imprisonment not exceeding sixty days or both.


(E)
It is an exception to the application of this section that a person provides only:



(1)
general‑purpose equipment, including a computer, camera, fencing, and building materials;



(2)
general‑purpose computer software including an operating system and communications programs; or



(3)
general telecommunications hardware or networking services for computers, including adapters, modems, servers, routers, and other facilities associated with Internet access.


(F)
The provisions of this section do not apply to a disabled hunter using medical equipment or devices designed to assist with his disability while engaged in the act of hunting.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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