A SENATE RESOLUTION

TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR MARY B. SMITH FOR HER LASTING COMMITMENT TO EDUCATION UPON HER RETIREMENT AS AN EDUCATOR AT GADSDEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ON TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2005, AND EXTEND TO HER BEST WISHES IN ALL OF HER FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

Whereas, it is with great pleasure that we recognize South Carolinians who are dedicated to giving their time and energy to helping build a sense of togetherness and developing young minds in their communities; and

Whereas, it is appropriate to recognize the great achievements of those who teach and to encourage these individuals who continue to inspire children year after year; and

Whereas, a lifelong Hopkins resident, Mary B. Smith is the seventh of thirteen children born to Herbert Bell, Sr. and Mary Ellen Johnson Bell; and

Whereas, married to Moses Smith of Hopkins, Mrs. Smith is the mother of eight children and fourteen grandchildren; and

Whereas, Mrs. Smith has dedicated her entire thirty‑year career as an educator to the students, parents, and faculty of Gadsden Elementary, and has given of herself in every position undertaken, including Childhood Development educator, Reading Recovery and Special Education teacher, Fifth Grade teacher, and teacher’s assistant; and

Whereas, wholly willing to give hours of her own time outside of the classroom in promotion of better curriculum and educational standards, Mrs. Smith participated in many professional development programs, including the Governor’s School for Excellence in Teaching the South Carolina Standard, High Scope Lead Teacher Training, and Individuals Working with Preschool Children with Disabilities; and

Whereas, recognized on a national level for her commitment to her students and school, Mrs. Smith was included in “Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers” in 2000 and 2002; and was honored as Gadsden Elementary’s Teacher of the Year for the 2004‑2005 school year; and

Whereas, Mrs. Smith continually puts others before herself in serving her community by coordinating Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for senior citizens, hosting Senior Citizens Day at Gadsden Elementary, mentoring students at the school, and serving as a volunteer for Richland School District One in 1999; and
Whereas, Mrs. Smith remains as dedicated to her students and to the furtherance of public education as she was when she began her career as an educator thirty years ago and serves as an inspiration and a model for all other South Carolina educators to follow.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the Senate of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, honor and recognize Mrs. Mary B. Smith for her lasting commitment to education upon her retirement as an educator at Gadsden Elementary School on May 10, 2005, and extend to her best wishes in all of her future endeavors.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Mrs. Mary B. Smith.
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