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VERSIONS OF THIS BILL
2/22/2007
A SENATE RESOLUTION

HONORING MRS. PATTI AUSTIN FOR ALL OF HER CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MUSIC WORLD, THANKING HER FOR ALL THAT SHE HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE VARIOUS COMMUNITIES AROUND THE WORLD, AND WISHING HER MUCH SUCCESS IN ALL OF HER FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

Whereas, Mrs. Patti Austin made her professional debut at the age of five. Raised in Harlem, she is the daughter of a jazz trombonist and god daughter to Jazz royalty, Mr. Quincy Jones and Mrs. Dinah Washington; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Austin made her stage debut at the historic Apollo Theater, she soon became the queen of the New York jingle session scene in the 1970s, singing behind musical luminaries ranging from Paul Simon, Cat Stevens, and Joe Cocker to Bette Midler, Roberta Flack and Diana Ross; and 

Whereas, she manages to cross all musical genres.  With sixteen solo albums to her credit, she has performed her hit songs at the Grammy’s and Oscars.  Several of her famous tunes include her chart-topping hit “Baby Come to Me,” and “How Do You Keep the Music Playing;” and 

Whereas, Mrs. Austin has had a busy few years.  Mrs. Austin debuted a one-woman show she wrote and created, co-created the musical extravaganza Beboperella, a modern-day music show intended to bring the spirit of bebop to a new generation, the co-creator of Oh Freedom, a show exploring the African-American quest for freedom and equality in American, touring for her latest album For Ella, promoting her collaborations on the Forever, For Always, For Luther Volume II, and gearing up for an album to be released later this year, Avant Gershwin, a dedication to Gershwin with the assistance of the WDR Orchestra; and 

Whereas, despite an exhausting musical schedule, Mrs. Austin still makes time to give back to the community.  As a dedicated philanthropist, Mrs. Austin has raised awareness of the danger of diabetes and heart disease, most recently having the proceeds from the For Luther project go to the American Heart Association, the American Stroke Association, and the Luther Vandross Foundation; and 

Whereas, she also devotes her time performing for AIDS-related organizations, has appeared in several benefit concerts, and travels the Asian Pacific educating islanders about the dangers of hepatitis; and 

Whereas, when she is not recording, touring, or performing benefits, Mrs. Austin has been known to show off her playful side with guest appearances on Hangin’ With Mr. Cooper, the Joan Rivers Show, the Arsenio Hall Show, and was featured on a television documentary 60 Minutes Two profile by Charlie Rose; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Patti Austin will be honored and recognized in Columbia, SC by receiving the “Key to the City” on February 22, 2007.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the Senate, by this resolution, honor Mrs. Patti Austin for all of her contributions to music world, thank her for all that she has done in giving back to the various communities throughout the world, and wishing her much success in the future.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Mrs. Patti Austin.
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