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A BILL

TO AMEND ARTICLE 3, CHAPTER 11, TITLE 50 OF THE 1976 CODE BY ADDING SECTION 50-11-320, TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS UNLAWFUL TO HUNT DEER WITH A DOG WITHOUT A PERMIT, TO PROVIDE THE PERMITTING PROCEDURE, TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS, AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Article 3, Chapter 11, Title 50 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 50-11-320.
(A)
For the purposes of this section, ‘hunting deer with a dog’ includes: 



(1)
the act of casting or releasing a dog in an attempt to pursue deer regardless of whether such act results in a taking; or



(2)
attempting to take deer by aid of a dog.


A person who casts, releases, or otherwise causes a dog to be in pursuit of deer is hunting deer with a dog until such time that the person regains physical possession and control of the dog.

(B)
It is unlawful for any person to hunt deer with a dog on any tract of real property that the person knows or should know does not have an annual permit for hunting deer with a dog that has been issued by the department to the owner, owners, or the lessee of deer hunting rights for the tract.  A permit for hunting deer with a dog may not be issued for any tract of real property that is less than one thousand contiguous acres.


(C)
It is unlawful for the owner of a tract of real property to knowingly allow another person to violate a provision of this section on the owner’s land.  Upon a second or subsequent conviction for violating this subsection, the department shall revoke the owner’s permit for a period of two years.


(D)
An applicant for a permit for hunting deer with a dog must complete an application prescribed by the department.  The application must include a written description of the property or properties and a map or other document showing the property’s boundaries.  All persons owning any portion of the property, or their authorized agent, must sign the application.  A fee of fifty dollars must accompany each application.  Revenue generated from permits for hunting deer with a dog must be used to administer the permitting program and for law enforcement related to deer.


(E)
Any person using a motor vehicle while using a dog to hunt deer must clearly display, in a prominent and visible location on the front or back windshield or the front or back of the vehicle, a decal or card showing the tract permit number in numerals not less than two inches high.


(F)
Any person hunting deer with a dog must cause each dog to be identified at all times during the hunt with the owner’s name and permit number for the tract being hunted.  Each dog must remain on the permitted tract being hunted.


(G)
The provisions of this section do not apply to hunting deer with a dog on Wildlife Management Area lands if done in accordance with department regulations, on federal installations in accordance with federal regulations, or to an individual accompanied by a single dog in an attempt to recover a dead or wounded deer.  As used in this subsection ‘accompanied by’ means in sight or in voice contact with the dog.


(H)
Any person convicted of violating a provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction must be fined not more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days.”
SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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