A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 23‑3‑70 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE USE OF PLAIN LANGUAGE COMMUNICATIONS BY EACH STATE AND LOCAL EMERGENCY, FIRE, AND LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Article 1, Chapter 3 of Title 23 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 23‑3‑70. Notwithstanding another provision of law, each local and state emergency, fire, and law enforcement agency shall either:  (1) adopt plain language communications as outlined by the Department of Homeland Security as its agency’s standard; or (2) implement and submit for review by the State Law Enforcement Division a plan for the use of plain language communication during periods of a declared emergency.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect on August 1, 2008.
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