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THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

To whom was referred a Bill (H. 4560) to amend the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, by adding Section 56‑1‑2025 so as to provide that the Department of Motor Vehicles may issue emergency, etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass:

LAWRENCE K. GROOMS for Committee.

            
A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 56‑1‑2025 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES MAY ISSUE EMERGENCY WAIVERS OF THE REGISTRATION AND LICENSING REQUIREMENTS OF MOTOR CARRIERS THAT PROVIDE HUMANITARIAN RELIEF DURING THE TIME OF AN EMERGENCY.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Article 13, Chapter 1, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 56‑1‑2025.
(A)
The Governor may authorize the Department of Motor Vehicles to waive temporarily any requirements under the provisions of this title relating to any permits, authorizations, or licenses required to operate a motor vehicle in this State.  However, a temporary waiver must be for the sole purpose of facilitating the response of motor carriers providing humanitarian relief during a time of emergency officially declared by the President of the United States, the Governor of this State, or the chief executive of another state or jurisdiction, and must satisfy the following conditions:



(1)
the driver of the vehicle must be properly licensed in his jurisdiction of residency;



(2)
the motor vehicle must be properly licensed and registered in this or another jurisdiction; and



(3)
the motor vehicle satisfies all motor vehicle insurance requirements or provisions of its jurisdiction of registration.  Proof of the insurance must be carried in the cab of the motor vehicle.


(B)
A motor vehicle operating pursuant to this section must be issued a statement from the person or entity authorizing the transport of goods or materials which certifies that the motor carrier is providing humanitarian relief without compensation on a volunteer basis and include a description of the materials or goods being transported during the time of declared emergency while it is in this State. The statement must be carried in the cab of the motor vehicle and be made available for inspection upon request of an employee of the Department of Motor Vehicles, or any law enforcement officer.


(C)
The Department of Motor Vehicles shall determine, at the time the temporary waiver is issued, the length of time the waiver shall be in effect. However, all temporary waivers issued pursuant to this section become void upon the termination of the time of the emergency as determined by the President of the United States, the Governor of this State, or the chief executive of another state or jurisdiction.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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