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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE DENMARK TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND PALMETTO GREEN, LLC, HOSTS OF THE FIRST PALMETTO GREENWAY JOBS SUMMIT, AND TO COMMEND THEM FOR THEIR EFFORTS IN PROMOTING GREEN JOB CREATION ALONG THE I‑95 CORRIDOR.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, South Carolina presently suffers from a historical level of high unemployment, with several counties along the I‑95 corridor suffering disproportionately from this condition; and

Whereas, South Carolina is in desperate need of new industries engaged in the development and creation of emerging technologies that ultimately lead to green jobs; and

Whereas, Denmark Technical College, partnered with Palmetto Green, LLC, has taken a lead role in the creation of the Palmetto Greenway Economic Development Initiative, a regional collaboration of stakeholders endeavoring to recruit, promote, and develop new businesses and industries to communities along the I‑95 corridor; and

Whereas, Aiken, Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell, Berkeley, Beaufort, Calhoun, Charleston, Colleton, Dorchester, Hampton, Jasper, and Orangeburg counties comprise the Palmetto Greenway; and

Whereas, the initiative intends to focus its efforts on recruiting green jobs that will make South Carolina a destination point for out‑of‑state businesses looking for future manufacturing and research sites; and

Whereas, numerous South Carolina public universities and technical colleges are prepared to meet the anticipated requirements and demands required to support emerging technologies and are all presently engaged in various projects designed to promote alternative fuel use, a growing and emerging industry; and

Whereas, South Carolina is home to many unique natural resources that could be used as alternative fuels; and

Whereas, Interstate Highways I‑20, I‑26, I‑77, and I‑95 efficiently link the Port of Charleston to all states east of the Mississippi River, making South Carolina an ideal location for research and manufacturing facilities and allowing for movement of product and supplies; and

Whereas, taking advantage of these benefits inherent in South Carolina, Denmark Technical College and Palmetto Green, LLC, have endeavored to host a Green Jobs Summit on July 15, 2009, on the campus of Denmark Technical College.  There, federal officials will meet with state agency representatives, members of the General Assembly, and local officials to discuss how best to make South Carolina a destination point for green businesses and industries.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, recognize Denmark Technical College and Palmetto Green, LLC, hosts of the first Palmetto Greenway Jobs Summit, and commend them for their efforts in promoting green job creation along the I‑95 corridor.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Dr. John K. Waddell of Denmark Technical College and Mr. Samuel Gadegbeku and Mr. W.L. “Chip” Harriford, III of Palmetto Green, LLC.
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