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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF S.C. HIGHWAY 38 BUSINESS FROM S.C. HIGHWAY 9 IN BENNETTSVILLE TO THE INTERSECTION OF HIGH STREET (S.C. HIGHWAY 381) IN THE TOWN OF BLENHEIM AS THE “DOUGLAS JENNINGS, JR. HIGHWAY” AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS ALONG THIS HIGHWAY THAT CONTAIN THE WORDS “DOUGLAS JENNINGS, JR. HIGHWAY”.

Whereas, Douglas Jennings, Jr. has served with distinction since 1991 as a member of the South Carolina House of Representatives representing District 54 (Marlboro and Chesterfield Counties); and

Whereas, he serves on the House Judiciary Committee, currently as First Vice Chairman.  He has served as Chairman of the Constitutional Laws, Special Laws, and Criminal Laws subcommittees; and

Whereas, Representative Jennings has shown a particular interest in rural economic development issues, serving as Chairman of the Governor’s Rural Economic Summit in 1997 and receiving the Governor’s Rural Economic Development Leadership Award in 1999; and

Whereas, he was named Legislator of the Year in 1995 by the S.C. Department of Revenue and in 1997 by the S.C. Troopers Association.  He received the President’s Award from the Marlboro County Branch of the NAACP in 1998.  In 2000, he was named Legislator of the Year by the S.C. Human Services Providers Association, the S.C. Recreation and Parks Association, and the S.C. Association of School Librarians.  He also received the Community Service Award from the Marlboro County High School Bulldogs Athletic Department.  In 2001, he received the Marlboro County Board of Education Spotlight Award for dedicated service to public education on behalf of citizens of Marlboro County, an Award of Appreciation from the S.C. Association of Community Development Corporations, and the Distinguished Service award from “Save the Seed Ministry” of the Bennettsville Circuit 1 of the United Methodist Church; and

Whereas, he has been active in the Democratic Party at the local and state levels, and he served as House Minority Leader from 2001‑2003 and as Chairman of the S.C. Democratic Leadership Council from 2001‑2003; and

Whereas, he is a native of Bennettsville, son of Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Jennings.  He received a B.A. degree in Political Science from Clemson University in 1978, a Juris Doctor degree from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 1982, and an honorary doctorate from Francis Marion University in 2002; and

Whereas, he began his practice of law in Bennettsville in 1982 as Assistant Solicitor for the Fourth Judicial Circuit, prosecuting cases in Chesterfield, Darlington, Dillon, and Marlboro Counties.  He went into private practice of law in 1984 in the Jennings Law Firm, LLC; and

Whereas, he has been involved in numerous civic activities, including serving as President of the United Way for Marlboro County, Chairman of the Marlboro County Election Commission, Finance Chairman of the Marlboro Civic Center Foundation, President of Bennettsville Rotary Club, a member of the Board of Visitors of Francis Marion University and of Clemson University, Vice Chairman of the Pee Dee Tourism Commission, and Chairman of the Marlboro County Heart Fund; and

Whereas, he is a member of the Board and Executive Committee of the Northeastern Strategic Alliance (NESA) and Chairman of the NESA I‑73 Committee; and

Whereas, he is married to the former Suzanne Cox of Marion and has two children, Douglas Edmund Jennings and Martha Grace Jennings, and a step‑daughter, Shannon E. Dawsey.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina request that the Department of Transportation name the portion of South Carolina Highway 38 in Marlboro County from its intersection with United States Highways 15 and 401 to its intersection with High Street in the Town of Blenheim “Douglas Jennings, Jr. Highway” and erect appropriate markers or signs along this highway that contain the words “Douglas Jennings, Jr. Highway”.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Department of Transportation and Representative Douglas Jennings.
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