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Indicates New Matter

	The Senate assembled at 11:00 A.M., the hour to which it stood adjourned, and was called to order by the ACTING PRESIDENT, Senator LOURIE.

THIRD READING BILL
	The following Bill was read the third time and ordered sent to the House of Representatives:

	S. 1172 -- Senators Fair, Hutto, Jackson, Alexander, Ford, L. Martin, Campbell, Rose, Knotts and Cromer:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 63‑7‑1640, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES PROVIDING REASONABLE EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE FAMILY PRESERVATION AND REUNIFICATION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE NAMED PARTY MAY MOVE TO HAVE THE COURT DETERMINE IF THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONTINUE WITH THESE EFFORTS, TO ADD ALCOHOL AND DRUG ADDITION, MENTAL ILLNESS, AND EXTREME PHYSICAL INCAPACITY TO THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH THE DEPARTMENT IS NOT REQUIRED TO TRY TO PRESERVE AND REUNIFY A FAMILY, TO REQUIRE THE COURT TO MAKE SPECIFIC FINDINGS WHEN RELEASING THE DEPARTMENT FROM TRYING TO PRESERVE AND REUNIFY A FAMILY, AND TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT TO PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS WITHIN SIXTY DAYS WHEN FAMILY PRESERVATION AND REUNIFICATION IS NO LONGER REQUIRED; TO AMEND SECTION 63‑7‑1660, RELATING TO PROCEDURES FOR REMOVING A CHILD FROM THE CUSTODY OF HIS PARENTS BY FILING A PETITION IN FAMILY COURT AND GROUNDS FOR REMOVAL, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT TO ALSO SEEK TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS IF CIRCUMSTANCES EXIST THAT THE DEPARTMENT IS NOT REQUIRED TO TRY TO PRESERVE AND REUNIFY THE FAMILY; TO AMEND SECTION 63‑7‑1680, RELATING TO THE CONTENTS OF A PLACEMENT PLAN WHEN A CHILD IS REMOVED FROM THE CUSTODY OF HIS PARENTS, SO AS TO REVISE AND FURTHER SPECIFY THE CONTENTS  OF THE PLACEMENT PLAN; TO AMEND SECTION 63‑7‑1700, RELATING TO THE FAMILY COURT REVIEWING A CHILD’S PERMANENT PLACEMENT PLAN, SO AS TO FURTHER PROVIDE THE CONTENTS OF A SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO BE PROVIDED TO THE COURT WHEN CONDUCTING SUCH A REVIEW, TO FURTHER SPECIFY CONDITIONS FOR REVIEW, TO FURTHER SPECIFY CONDITIONS FOR RETURNING THE CHILD TO THE CUSTODY OF HIS PARENTS, TO FURTHER SPECIFY CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE PLACEMENT PLAN MAY BE EXTENDED, AND TO DELETE DUPLICATIVE TEXT; TO AMEND SECTION 63‑7‑2570, RELATING TO GROUNDS FOR TERMINATING PARENTAL RIGHTS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IN SOME INSTANCES A PARENT’S CONDUCT INVOLVING A CHILD, OTHER THAN A CHILD OF THE PARENT, MAY CONSTITUTE GROUNDS FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS; TO AMEND SECTION 63‑9‑60, RELATING TO PERSONS WHO MAY ADOPT A CHILD IN THIS STATE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT AN ADOPTION BY PERSONS WHO ARE NONRESIDENTS MUST BE FINALIZED IN THIS STATE; AND BY ADDING SECTION 63‑9‑70 SO AS TO PROHIBIT CERTAIN PERSONS OR ENTITIES FROM ADVERTISING THAT THE PERSON OR ENTITY WILL PLACE OR ACCEPT A CHILD FOR ADOPTION, TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE FAMILY COURT SHALL ENJOIN VIOLATIONS OF THIS SECTION.
	By prior motion of Senator KNOTTS, with unanimous consent

REPORT RECEIVED
Findings of Fact

Memorandum To:	Clerk of the House
									Clerk of the Senate

Re:								Committee Hearings - February 18, 2010, 	
									February 23, 2010 and February 25, 2010

	The Committee to Screen Candidates for Boards of Trustees of State Colleges and Universities finds the following candidates for Boards of Trustees qualified.  Background reports from the State Law Enforcement Division show no felony charges against any of the candidates.

The Citadel
	At-large		one seat
				Mr. Dylan Goff
				Mr. Robert E. Hood
				Mr. Michael D. Hunter (withdrew)
				Mr. Wallace Scarborough
				Mr. Duncan Wheale

Clemson University
	At-large		three seats			
				Mr. John Bednar
				Mr. John J. Capitan, Jr.
				Dr. Ronald Lee	(withdrew - applied for pending seat)
				Ms. Patti McAbee
				Mr. Nicky McCarter
				Ms. Weesie Poole	(withdrew - applied for pending seat)	
				Mr. Neil C. Robinson		(withdrew - applied for pending seat)										
				Mr. Allan Sloan
				Mr. Joseph D. Swann
				Mr. John Warner		(withdrew - applied for pending seat)

		one seat	PENDING			term to expire 2012	
				deadline to apply March 16 5:00pm	

College of Charleston
	Six congressional districts, two at-large
		1st District, Seat 1				Mr. Joseph F. Thompson, Jr.
		2nd District, Seat 3				Mr. John H. Busch
													Mr. Gerald Killeen
		3rd District, Seat 5				Ms. Annaliza Oehmig Moorehead
		4th District, Seat 7				Mr. John B. Wood, Jr	
		5th District, Seat 9				Mr. Frank M. Gadsden
		6th District, Seat 11				Ms. Demetria Noisette Clemons
		At-large, Seat 13					Mr. Daniel Ravenel	
		At-large, Seat 15					Mr. Donald H. Belk

Coastal Carolina University
	Two congressional districts
		1st District, Seat 2				Mr. Larry Biddle
		4th District, Seat 8				Mr. Wyatt Henderson

Francis Marion University
	Six congressional districts, two at-large
		1st District, Seat 1				Dr. H. Randall Dozier
		2nd District, Seat 3 PENDING		Ms. Laura Crowther (withdrew)
						deadline to apply March 24, 5:00pm	
		3rd District, Seat 5				Mr. R. Tracy Freeman
		4th District, Seat 7				Mr. L. Franklin Elmore
		5th District, Seat 9				Mr. W. C. Stanton
		6th District, Seat 11				Mr. Jim Brown
		At-large, Seat 13					Mr. Robert E. Lee
		At-large, Seat 15					Mr. Kenneth W. Jackson

Lander University
	Six congressional districts, two at-large
		1st District, Seat 1				Mr. Robert A. Barber, Jr.
		2nd District, Seat 3				Mr. Maurice Holloway
		3rd District, Seat 5				Ms. Mamie W. Nicholson
		4th District, Seat 7				Mr. Fred Thrailkill
		5th District, Seat 9				Dr. John Nicholson
		6th District, Seat 11				Dr. Ann Hurst
		 At-large, Seat 13				Mr. Raymond D. Hunt
		At-large, Seat 15 				Mr. Bobby M. Bowers

Medical University of South Carolina
	Six congressional districts (3 from medical, 3 from non-medical)
		1st District, medical				Dr. Donald R. Johnson, II
		2nd District, medical			Dr. Harold Jablon
													Dr. Thomas C. Rowland, Jr.
		3rd District, medical			Dr. Stanley C. Baker, Jr.
		4th District, non-medical		Mr. Thomas L. Stephenson
		5th District, non-medical			Dr. James E. Wiseman, Jr.
		6th District, non-medical			Mr. Charlie Appleby
														Mr. Robin Tallon

SC State University
	One congressional district, two at-large
		3rd District, Seat 3		Mr. Lumus Byrd, Jr. (withdrew)
											Mr. Robert L. Waldrep, Jr.
		At-large, Seat 7 			Mr. Roger Leaks, Jr.
											Mr. Robert M. Nance
		At-large, Seat 9 			Mr. Earl A. Bridges, Jr.
											Ms. Patricia Lott

University of South Carolina
	Ten Judicial Circuits
		1st Circuit		Dr. Sharon Eden
								Mr. Boyd McLeod
								Mr. Charles H. Williams
		3rd Circuit		Mr. Jack Osteen
								Mr. C. Dorn Smith, III
		5th Circuit		Mr. William C. Hubbard
								Mr. Russ “Chip” McKinney, Jr.
		6th Circuit (term expires 2012)
								Mr. Chauncey K. “Greg” Gregory
		7th Circuit		Mr. Toney J. Lister
		9th Circuit		Mr. John C. von Lehe, Jr.
		11th Circuit		Mr. Michael J. Mungo
		12th Circuit		Dr. C. Edward Floyd
		13th Circuit		Mr. Richard A. “Dick” Jones, Jr.
								Mr. Mack I. Whittle, Jr.
		16th Circuit (term expires 2012)
								Mr. Alton Hyatt		
								Ms. Leah B. Moody

Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
	At-large				two seats
								Ms. Marilyn Edwards Taylor
								Mr. Thomas B. Hamilton, Jr.

Winthrop University
	Two congressional districts
		3rd  District		Ms. Janet Smalley
		4th District		Mr. Scott Talley					


Respectfully submitted,
Sen. Jake Knotts, Chairman				Rep. Joan Brady, Vice-Chairman
Sen. Thomas Alexander						Rep. Lanny F. Littlejohn	
Sen. Harvey Peeler, Jr.						Rep. David Mack
Sen. Yancey McGill							Rep. Bill Whitmire 


COMMITTEE TO SCREEN CANDIDATES
FOR BOARDS OF TRUSTEES
OF STATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

Thursday, February 18, 2010
1:35 p.m. - 4:19 p.m.
	The meeting was conducted on February 18, 2010 at 433 Blatt Building, Columbia, South Carolina, before Lisa F. Huffman, Court Reporter and Notary Public in and for the State of South Carolina.

APPEARANCES:
Senator Jake Knotts, Chairman
Representative Joan Brady, Vice Chairman
Senator Thomas Alexander
Senator Harvey Peeler, Jr.
Senator Yancey McGill
Representative Lanny Littlejohn
Representative David Mack
Representative Bill Whitmire

Also Present:  Sophia Derrick

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2010
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Your attention, please.  At this point in time, I'm going to call the screening committee together for boards and commissions.  I want to thank each and every one of you for applying.  I'm going to start over here on my right and go around and introduce the committee members.  Senator McGill, say anything you want to say.
SENATOR MCGILL:  Thank you for letting us participate.  We're glad that all of you are doing what you're doing for this state.  What a blessing for this state.  Thank you.
SENATOR PEELER:  I'm Harvey Peeler.  I'm glad to be here and I appreciate you folks willingness to serve the state of South Carolina in this capacity.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Thomas Alexander, Senator from District 1, Oconee and Pickens County.  And again I echo those comments.  We appreciate your willingness to serve in this capacity.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I'm Jake Knotts.  I'm from Lexington County.  I appreciate y'all being here and applying.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Good afternoon.  I'm Joan Brady from Richland County House District 78.  And I'm glad to be a part of this committee.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Lanny Littlejohn,  Spartanburg/Cherokee Counties.  Very appreciative of your giving of your time for the State of South Carolina.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  My name is David Mack, III.  State Representative from Charleston, South Carolina.  And I echo my colleagues and I appreciate you taking time to serve.  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If you would, the staff is going to call out your name.  If you're unopposed, please stand when she calls your name and remain standing and I will swear each of you in.
MS. DERRICK:  We'll start with College of Charleston:  Mr. Joseph F. Thompson, Jr., Annaliza Moorehead, John B. Wood, Jr., Frank M. Gadsden, Demetria Clemons, Daniel Ravenel, Donald H. Belk.
Coastal Carolina University:  Larry Biddle, Wyatt Henderson.
Francis Marion University:  Dr. Randall Dozier, Mrs. Laura Crowther, Mr. Tracy Freeman, Mr. Franklin Elmore, who is unable to attend, to be here next Thursday.  Mr. W. C. Stanton, Jim Brown, Robert E. Lee, Kenneth Jackson will also be screened next Thursday.
Lander University:  Mr. Robert R. Barber, Mr. Maurice Holloway, Mamie Nicholson, Fred Thrailkill, Dr. John Nicholson, Dr. Ann Hurst, Raymond Hunt, and Mr. Bobby Bowers.  That is all the unopposed candidates to appear today.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  Raise your right hand, please and I'll have staff swear you in.
MS. DERRICK:  Do you swear to tell the whole truth, nothing but the truth, so help you God?
CANDIDATES:  (Affirmation.)
MS. DERRICK:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  All of you remain standing.  Do any of you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?  If you do, let us know.
CANDIDATES:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
CANDIDATES:  (Affirmation.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
CANDIDATES:  (Negative response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
CANDIDATES:  (Negative response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Please have a seat.  Members of the committee, I ask do we have any type of agreement on how to screen these people?  I personally  have talked to some of you and suggest that the ones that are unopposed just come up, state their name, very briefly tell us what board they have reapplied for and anything short that they want to say about the university or their service on the board.  Does anybody have a problem with that?
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Chairman?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, ma'am?
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Could we define short since we have so many applicants?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All right.  We want to make sure that if you got anything to say that has happened or anything you want to say, we want you to say it, but brevity is of the interest because you -- neither one have an opponent.
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.
SENATOR PEELER:  Is it my understanding that each of these ladies and gentlemen that are running unopposed, they have gone through the screening process at least one time before, previous to today?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Right.
SENATOR PEELER:  And nothing's changed because of the questions you've asked earlier from their last screening?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Right.
SENATOR PEELER:  And they're running unopposed?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Running unopposed.
SENATOR PEELER:  So I would say unless someone has a comment or a question that we would find the people that have been previously screened before and running unopposed, that we find them qualified.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Well I wanted to do that but I didn't want to upset anybody's feelings.  Do I have a second?
SENATOR MCGILL:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  I have a motion and a second.  Anyone that has been screened before and has applied for reappointment and have no opposition, that they be found qualified and nominated.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Yes.  Before we take the vote, I would like the different institutions to provide for us a copy of their attendance records just so that we would have that kind of record.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All right.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  This certainly has nothing to do with the vote that we're going to take, but I do think it is important to just have the attendance of board meetings.  Thank you very much.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  When it's taken care of, can I get that from you?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If each of y'all that have missed any meetings, please provide your attendance record to staff.  And upon review of this committee, after that, we will notify you if you need to come back.  Is that okay?  Okay.  We have a motion and a second.
MS. DERRICK:  There are some people that have to apply that have never been screened before.  They're new.  And they -- there's like three of them.  Maybe we can hear from them?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Would you amend your motion?
SENATOR PEELER:  I certainly would.  If they've never gone through the screening process before, I think it would be.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Please stand if you've been through the process before and are an incumbent with no opposition.  Okay.
SENATOR PEELER:  Do you have a list of the folks that have not been screened?
MS. DERRICK:  Yeah.  Barbara, you've never been through screening, so we'll need to hear from you.  Is there anybody else that has never been through screening?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.
MS. HURST:  Ann Hurst
MS. DERRICK:  Ann Hurst.
DR. NICHOLSON:  John Nicholson.
MS. DERRICK:  John Nicholson.
MR. CAPITAN:  Joe Capitan.
MS. DERRICK:  Joe Capitan.
MR. FREEMAN:  Tracy Freeman
MS. DERRICK:  We'll take you up later, Mr. Capitan with Clemson because you are running opposed.  Tracy Freeman.  Thank you.  Okay.  So there were about -- just those.  What was that -- five?  Five of them.
SENATOR PEELER:  I'll defer to you, Mr. Chairman, but just folks that are standing that have completed screening at least one time before and with the information that Senator Alexander wanted, I would ask that the ones that have gone through screening, find them qualified.  And then the folks that have not, ask them to stay and they would be put through the screening process.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  We have a motion and a second.  All in favor of the motion, say "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Thank all of you who we just talked about.  I'd call you by name, but it's a long list and we do appreciate your service and please provide the staff the information that we have requested.  Failure to do that, we will reconsider you.  And if you have a problem with attendance, we may reconsider.  Thank you for coming.  Y'all may be dismissed.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  All right.  Staff call the first unopposed candidate and we'll start the screening.
MS. DERRICK:  Was there anybody from the College of Charleston that needs to go through screening?
Mr. John B. Wood, Jr.
MR. WOOD:  John Wood.
MS. DERRICK:  John Wood.  John B. Wood, Jr.  Oh, I'm sorry.  You know what?  You have opposition, so we're going to wait on y'all.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We're only talking about the people who have no opposition at this time.  We'll get through the ones that have opposition in a minute.
MS. DERRICK:  Tracy Freeman; Francis Marion.
MR. FREEMAN:  All right.  So good evening.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Good evening.
MR. FREEMAN:  My name is R. Tracy Freeman.  I'm from North Augusta, South Carolina and I'm a current alumni of Francis Marion University.  I've been dealing with the university for approximately 22 years, 18 years as an alumni.  I have served in various capacities in the past.  Also an alumni with the advisory board.
	And also I served as the alumni chairman for the central Savannah area which is Augusta/Aiken area.  I look forward to serving on this board of trustees to continue my commitment to the university in various capacities and hopefully promote the university any way I can help so far.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from any of the members?  Thank you for coming.
MR. FREEMAN:  Thank you, sir.
MS. DERRICK:  Lander University.  Robert R. Barber, Jr.
Mr. Robert A. Barber, Jr.
MR. BARBER:  Chairman, members of the committee, I'm glad to be here.  And I want to thank Ms. Derrick for her help over the weeks there.  And let me make one correction:  My middle initial is "A."
MS. DERRICK:  Thank you.
MR. BARBER:  Okay.
MS. DERRICK:  I will fix that.
MR. BARBER:  I'm delighted to be here.  I have a long-standing relationship with Lander University.  My wife spent some time there so, taking some classes.  Been to some interesting writing school programs that they were part of with Tulane University.  I went to England.
	There was a Lander program there, with my wife.  She was a student.  I went along.  Had some great teachers when I was a younger person who went to Lander.  And have known some of the leadership over there for a long time.
	But I think that they have fine leadership now.  I think there's a very good working relationship between the board and the administration.  	And I feel like I can contribute to that and now add some interesting diverse experiences that I've had over the years in time in higher educational myself.  And if you have any questions, I'll be glad to answer those.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from any members of the committee?
SENATOR MCGILL:  A good man.
MR. BARBER:  Thanks so much, Senator McGill.
MS. DERRICK:  Dr. John Nicholson.
DR. NICHOLSON:  I'm John Nicholson.  I'm a candidate for Lander University Board of Trustees from the Seat #9.  I'm from Ridgeway and I practice dentistry in Winnsboro for 27 years and came up through the public system in South Carolina.  I went to Wofford and look forward to serving on the board if I'm elected.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from any member of the committee? 
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
DR. NICHOLSON:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.
SENATOR PEELER:  I don't have any questions for the gentleman for voting, but the folk that are holding the position and running unopposed, did they serve an unexpired term?  How did they make it without being screened before is the question I'm asking.
MS. DERRICK:  It's a vacant seat.  This is a vacant seat.  And he's the only one that filed.
SENATOR PEELER:  I got you.  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.
MS. DERRICK:  Dr. Ann Hurst.
DR. HURST:  Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, members of the committee.  Thank you for having us this afternoon.  I'm a veterinary practitioner in Orangeburg County.  I'm a native of South Carolina.  I was raised in the environment of higher education.  As a native of Clemson with a father on the staff and administration for over 30 years.
	I received my education out of state.  And I have been making reparations ever since.  I am active in my community and see higher education as an essential key to the furtherance of the prosperity of this great state.  I'd be happy to answer any questions.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any member of the committee have any questions or concerns? 
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  Have a seat.  Okay.  Do I have a motion on these that have no opposition that's been before the committee that we just heard from?
SENATOR MCGILL:  So moved, Chairman.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion that you'll be found qualified and nominated.  At this point in time, and a second, we have.  All in favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed? 
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  Thank you for coming.  You all may be dismissed.
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, when you call out -- so the ones that we've dismissed, they've been screened, we've screened them previously.  And now today with those ladies and gentlemen we've talked to in this screening -- so now, all candidates have been screened other than at least ones other than the people coming now?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Everybody else --
SENATOR PEELER:  Everybody else that has applied has been here.  No absentee.  When we leave here today, everybody will be screened?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Until the next meeting.
SENATOR PEELER:  So --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We got another a meeting.
MS. DERRICK:  Next Thursday.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Well let me make sure that everybody understands.  Everybody that had no opposition that's been before the committee before at least one time and screened and answered the questions that we asked them, that they were nominated and recommended.  And the ones that have not been before the committee in the past have just been reviewed by the committee and they have been nominated and recommended, if they had no opposition.  Okay.  	At this time, we'll move to the ones with opposition.
	At this time, we'll move to the Citadel.  Mr. Dylan Goff.  He can't be here until the 25th.  Mr. Robert E. Hood.  Mr. Hood, please come forward.  
Mr. Robert Hood
	Mr. Hood, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. HOOD:  No, sir, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. HOOD:  Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. HOOD:  No, sir, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that if elected to the board would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. HOOD:  No, sir, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  In the event that a conflict of interest comes up, what would be your position?
MR. HOOD:  As to the conflict or as to notice to the committee?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If something came up that presented a conflict of interest to you?
MR. HOOD:  I would notify the committee and properly resign from the position.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Resign or just disqualify yourself?
MR. HOOD:  Or disqualify.  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You wouldn't resign from the position, would you?  The board?
MR. HOOD:  Well if that conflict of interest arose, I would make a decision based on the difference between what the conflict was.  I think it's kind of difficult for me to answer in the abstract.  I would have to look at the situation, but more than likely, I would be able to remain on the board and remove the conflict.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  You would not vote on the conflict?
MR. HOOD:  Correct.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any members of the commission?
SENATOR BRADY:  I had a question.  I'm going to ask -- I'm not picking you out.  I'm going to ask this question of every one of the candidates:  What would be your position as a board member regarding tuition increases for the institution?
MR. HOOD:  I think we are in an extremely difficult financial situation in this state both as citizens and as a state in and of itself.  I understand the reasonings that go into state tuition increases.  And I understand the frustration as a parent and as somebody that would -- will eventually hopefully be paying for education for my children in the future at state-funded colleges.  I also am a person who did not come from a family with a lot of money.  And I paid for the majority of my Citadel education and my law school education via student loans, which I am still paying for.
	So I think I really do understand all the different aspects of it.  There has to be a medium and a compromise that's reached between the financial trouble that the state is in and the financial trouble that the citizens are in to come up with a medium in a representative increase that can accomplish what everybody needs to accomplish as far as moving the state forward in education.  I paid a lot of money to go to the Citadel because I was a out-of-state student.  And again, I'm still paying for that, so I do understand that and have been through that and live through that.  So I do believe that I understand it from the student perspective and the parent's perspective and understand enough of the education system and the monetary system of how the state works to take that position from a board member position.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Thank you, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other members with questions?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Hood, have you served in the military?
MR. HOOD:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.
MR. HOOD:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Next.  Michael -- Mr. Michael Hunter.  
Mr. Michael Hunter
	Mr. Hunter, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. HUNTER:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. HUNTER:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. HUNTER:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If a conflict of interest should arise, what would be your position?
MR. HUNTER:  I would not vote on the conflict.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. HUNTER:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from any board -- any of the members?
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  As a member of the board of trustees for the Citadel, what is your position regarding tuition increases?
MR. HUNTER:  Well I'm a chief financial officer at an insurance company and understand the economics of a tuition increase.  I have increased premiums for policyholders every year.  You have to limit that to the extent you can.  But you have to use all the resources available to you.  You know, my position would be that the Citadel use all of its resources to minimize any tuition hike.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Thank you, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other?
SENATOR MCGILL:  Mr, Chairman, I want to just say for the record, the Citadel followed the direction of the General Assembly and did not raise the tuition at the Citadel, just for the record.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Senator Alexander.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Following up on that, I guess, if it's what I'm hearing you say just because you could you raise it or just because students would continue to come regardless on how much you raise the fee, that wouldn't necessarily, you wouldn't necessarily raise the tuition just because you can or because people would pay it?
MR. HUNTER:  I wouldn't raise the tuition if it weren't necessary.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  In your mind, what would be a necessary reason?
MR. HUNTER:  To provide the same education that's currently provided, the one that was provided to me.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other member?  Any questions?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
Mr. Wallace Scarborough
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, sir.  Mr. Wallace Scarborough.  
Mr. Scarborough, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. SCARBOROUGH:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. SCARBOROUGH:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. SCARBOROUGH:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If a conflict should arise, what would be your position?
MR. SCARBOROUGH:  I would not vote on the conflict if I'm on the board.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  To recuse yourself from voting?
MR. SCARBOROUGH:  Yes, sir.  Absolutely.  I would.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. SCARBOROUGH:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any member of the board have any questions?
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  I have the same question.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Mr. Scarborough, welcome back.
MR. SCARBOROUGH:  Thank you.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  As a member of the Citadel Board of Visitors, what would be or what is your position on tuition increases?
MR. SCARBOROUGH:  Well I believe the Citadel has proven that it wants to keep the tuition as low as possible and get the best quality candidates who can attend the school.  We have a lot of candidates that apply.  I think there has to be a balance, this net between the number of applications we get and what the tuition is.  But I believe we should hold tuition to a bare minimum as long as we can and provide the proper education to the cadets.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other members? 
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Scarborough, give me a brief reason why you want to serve on the Citadel board?
MR. SCARBOROUGH:  Mr. Chairman, I think I -- well my family's got a long history of being with the Citadel.  My grandfather was there, my father was there, my uncles all went to Citadel.  And ever since I graduated from Citadel in 1981, I've remained active, even on the alumni board, on the advisory committee at the school.  I think I bring a unique perspective to the board that will help the board tremendously.  I know y'all have tremendous budget restraints year in and year out.
I think I'll be able to help the Citadel Board understand budgetary process and the restraints that y'all are under when you all go to pass your budgets, so I think that perspective would help people.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other member have a question?
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Just a brief question here.  In some of the information you provided, you talking about keeping the General Assembly informed?
MR. SCARBOROUGH:  Yes, sir.  As a former member of the House of Representatives, you know, we elect a lot of people who come through and are elected to these boards and we never hear from them again until it's time for them to run again.  And I can promise you, I'm not going to be that way.  I know a lot of people personally.
	I'm going to keep you as up-to-date of what the happenings are on the board.  You'll hear as much or as little from me as you want.  I intend you all completely abreast of what's happening on the board because I know it's your seat.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  Any other members of the committee?  Thank you, Mr. Scarborough.
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Hold on, before you go, one more.  Mr. Peeler from Gaffney.
SENATOR PEELER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Do you need to amend your personal data questionnaire?
MR. SCARBOROUGH:  Yes, sir.  I was going to say thank you very much.  Yeah, I do need to correct my personal data.  When I filled out the information, I was not married and I was living in Charleston.  I recently got -- just been married in December.  Married Senator Ceips.  And we are happily married and living in Beaufort.  So I'm actually out of the first congressional district and now in the second congressional district.  And the -- do you want me to provide the address of where -- it's 1207 Bay Street, Beaufort, South Carolina 29902.  Thank you, sir.
SENATOR PEELER:  So Mr. Chairman, since this is an at-large seat, it doesn't matter where you reside; is that correct?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That's right.
SENATOR PEELER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No.  It's just for purpose of the records.  I'm glad you brought it up, Senator, because we were probably all thinking about it, but we just weren't as astute as you.
SENATOR PEELER:  Well, the Senator just spoke to me out in the hallway and reminded me of that.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any other member?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, Mr. Scarborough.
MR. SCARBOROUGH:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you, members of the committee.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Duncan Wheale.
Mr. Duncan Wheale
MR. WHEALE:  Mr. Chairman, members of the committee.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Duncan, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. WHEALE:  Not that would prevent me.  I had cancer three years ago, which is why I'm here, why I'm in Charleston.  I had prostate cancer.  That made me re- evaluate priorities in my life and I announced that I was going to retire then and moved to Charleston to do full-time volunteer work at the Citadel.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And that's under control?  You don't think it will create you problems?
MR. WHEALE:  Total remission.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. WHEALE:  I am a retired Superior Court Judge, so I have no conflicts.  In fact, I moved and located five minutes from the Citadel so I could be available at any time.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. WHEALE:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If once you arise, what would be your position?
MR. WHEALE:  Similar to when I was a judge, I would recuse myself if I felt.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. WHEALE:  I have a lifetime appointment as a senior superior court judge in Georgia given to me by the Governor of Georgia.  But I don't anticipate that would present any conflicts.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Thank you.  Any members of the board?
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  As a member of the board, what is your position on tuition increases?
MR. WHEALE:  Well, let me say as a parent that had a son that just graduated from the Citadel and experienced tuition increases.  I found I spent $100,000 getting my son through the Citadel, but it was worth  every dime of it.  I think every parent that has a child there, of course, feels that way.  There's something about Citadel that's very seldom spoken of and I think that drum needs to be beaten hard and often.  And that is that outside of the service academies, the Citadel provides more leaders to the military than any institution in this country.
	I think there are a lot of resources out there that we can approach to give us grants, give us money.  And I'm not talking in terms of asking for three thousand dollars or three million.  I think there are people out there in this country that would support The Citadel in large sums.  Those people, I think, have not been tapped yet.  We have a lot of Citadel alumni who are multi, multi-millionaires, who don't give anything to the Citadel.
	Those people need to be approached and convinced that they need to give back.  As a last resort, tuition would be increased and passed on to the students that would have to support through loans or their parents.  The last number I heard was 80 percent of the cadets have loans that come through The Citadel.  So I hate to burden those young people with tremendous loans when they graduate.  But as a last resort to keep the doors open, I would support tuition -- that would be the last resort.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other member?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You just came back to South Carolina in 2008?
MR. WHEALE:  Came -- yes, sir.  January of last year.  2009, excuse me.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  2009?
MR. WHEALE:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Where did you live prior to that and how long?
MR. WHEALE:  I lived in Augusta out -- I started off as a police officer in Atlanta many years ago.  And from Atlanta, after I got out of law school To Augusta; started practicing law there.  Was there for 35 years until I moved to Charleston.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You mean you started out as a police officer?  Good educating.  You got street sense. Any other member have a question?
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, I just -- out of curiosity -- a superior court judge in Georgia, what's that equivalent to in South Carolina?
MR. WHEALE:  Circuit court judge here.
SENATOR PEELER:  Same as circuit?
MR. WHEALE:  Except we also handle family matters.  So it's a combination of your family court and circuit court.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other members? 
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.
MR. WHEALE:  Thank you.  
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That takes -- that's all for The Citadel.  Okay.  Do I have a motion on Mr. Robert E. Hood, Mr. Michael D. Hunt, Mr. Wallace Scarborough, and Mr. Duncan Wheale?  Any discussion on them?
SENATOR MCGILL:  So move the motion.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion and a second.  Motion by Senator McGill.  Second by Senator Alexander.  Any discussion?  You find them qualified and nominated.  Here's the vote.  All in favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed. 
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  May they be moved unanimous.  Clemson University will be next.  I want to make this announcement.  Bill Smith has received a life appointment on the Clemson University Board and that has given us a vacancy which we will screen at a later date and vote on at a later date.  If any of the members wish to, at this time, apply for that position instead of this one, you have that right to do so, if you so wish.  If not, we'll proceed with the screening.
Mr. Neal Robinson
MR. ROBINSON:  Mr. Chairman, I'm Neal Robinson.  I have previously withdrawn from the current race and have entered the race for Mr. Smith's position, just for your information.  Not trying to --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.  We saw that.
MR. ROBINSON:  Good.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And we will be screening you at a later date and you're free to go.
MR. ROBINSON:  Thank you.
Mr. John Bednar
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  First is John Bednar.  Mr. Bednar, please come forward.  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. BEDNAR:  No, sir.  I don't.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. BEDNAR:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that would present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. BEDNAR:  No, I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If a conflict should arise, what would be your position?
MR. BEDNAR:  I would recuse myself and not participate in anything having to do with the conflict.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. BEDNAR:  No, sir.  I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.
MR. BEDNAR:  Mr. Chairman, I have a presentation that I've prepared if you would like for me read it, it may provoke questions or answer some questions.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.  Go ahead.
MR. BEDNAR:  It's approximately 2 and a half to 3 minutes to read.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Feel free to.
MR. BEDNAR:  Clemson University has not had an academentia on its board of trustees since the 1920's -- the 1920's.  Most boards of trustees, whether in the public or private sector, generally have a majority of experience professionals in their particular fields on their governing boards.  Why then does Clemson University not have a single person from the field of education on this board for almost 100 years?  Why has the very special and structured board at Clemson been overwhelmingly dominated, almost 100 percent dominated by business professionals on its board?  I could not answer my own question.
	But I think it is pertinent and valid to pose it.  How can an institution of higher learning in today's world expect to be guided wisely in its scholastic mission by a group of board members who have little or no experience in the very field they are mandated to foster and nurture.  And by abstention, how have the elected representatives of the citizens of the State of South Carolina allow this to happen over all these years?  Perhaps the answer may lie in one of public education's most common problemage from the outset,  funding.  Perhaps the responsible and well-meaning goal of providing high-quality college level educational institutions, without the necessary tax revenues to pay for them, has led this state and many others to rely very heavily on the private sector, federal grants, research foundations, and alumni support to bolster the meager resources available from the state funds and hopefully provide the kind of higher education everyone in this state would like to see.
	I, for one, think that this is the driving force behind the educational tragedy that I see and wish to reverse at Clemson University.  Largely due to its business-oriented board of trustees, which has dominated Clemson's leadership for so long, the institution has grown, expanded its horizons and thrived, exactly like a major corporation.  It has evolved from being an all- male, all-white agriculture-oriented institution of higher learning, with a small student body to a co- educational, racially mixed, prestigious, mid-sized university in the southeast.  It has made many of the citizens of the State of South Carolina proud.  And distinguished itself in a number of higher education endeavors as it's put itself on the national map.
	But much of what's been accomplished at Clemson has occurred outside of the purview and control of the state legislature.  I guess that what I'm trying to say is that the legislature in the State of South Carolina has, sadly, neglected some of its responsibilities to its own citizens to live up to the commitments it accepted in the terms of Thomas Green Clemson's will.  I know it may sound odd for a candidate for Clemson's board to stand here and chide you. SENATOR PEELER:  It's funny I felt the same way. MR. BEDNAR:  When you expect something else, but that  in my mind is the sad truth.  Clemson has gone the way of any public institution left to its own devices under the circumstances.  But now, there is a need to call upon you to rectify some of the abuses that have occurred because Clemson has become a higher identity.
	Identity controlling you as best it can while forging ahead in directions that may well violate the educational principles which you've been elected to uphold.  Particular in the field of fiduciary matters.  In the process of striking out in some, Clemson has followed the path of least resistance, the path of corporate modeling.  For many of you, this may be a welcomed development.  But for many of the educators at Clemson, it has spelled true educational disaster.
	It is one thing to state boldly that you want to be ranked among the top 20.  It is quite another to muzzle voices of concern on the faculty, voices that raise reasonable concerns about how you are trying to get there.  Clemson University has become overly preoccupied with packaging and selling a product to the detriment of its educational mandate from this state, in my opinion. And to the chagrin of many South Carolinian parents who believe their children should be admitted.  I will belabor this issue no more.  As an emeritus faculty member of Clemson, and a former member of the faculties of Princeton University, the University of California at Berkeley, and the Pennsylvania State University, I want to plead the case for educational integrity and the core values of education with a capital "E" as a member of Clemson's board.  Amidst all of the turmoil surrounding Clemson's financial future, dually addressed by the business people already in place, there should be at least one voice on the board, standing up for the educational principles of the institutions and sensitive to the educational needs of South Carolinians.  This may turn out to be an adversarial position.  That is not necessarily bad.
	It would bring a much needed meeting of the minds between the world of business and the world of education.  They are different.  Unfortunately, there is no educator's voice being heard today on the board of Clemson University and I think there should be one.  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any members of the board would have a question?  Senator Alexander.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  I just have one.  And I appreciate your comments and your statement.  I guess, the question I have is do you feel that the students are getting a quality education at Clemson University?
MR. BEDNAR:  No, sir.  I do not.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  You do not?
MR. BEDNAR:  I feel that the quality of education at Clemson University has been diminished.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Thank you, sir.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  After your comments as a member of a board, what would be your position in terms of increasing tuition?
MR. BEDNAR:  My position would be to decrease tuition.  And I think that's feasible.  While I maintain a high level of education.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Representative Littlejohn?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Now Dr. Bednar, you say we're -- the legislature's not lived up to its support of Clemson University.  How can you decrease tuition if we're not supporting it financially?
MR. BEDNAR:  I -- my statement was not support; it was responsibilities.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Well I don't --
MR. BEDNAR:  And that was not necessarily -- but it's not necessarily financial support.  That includes financial oversight.  Okay?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  What are they then?  What are some of the things that we haven't done?
MR. BEDNAR:  I don't think you've been a very good watchdog as far as the fiscal management of Clemson University is concerned.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  The fiscal amount?
MR. BEDNAR:  Fiscal.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Fiscal.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Representative Mack.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I want to follow up on Representative Littlejohn's question.  Give us some idea of some -- because if you're talking about cutting tuition in these times, you have to have some creative ways in which you at least bring in revenue to at least maintain where you are, salaries and resources, all the things that are needed.  What are some of the creative things you're looking at that needs to be done in order to do that?
MR. BEDNAR:  Well, I think one of the most obvious areas where a great deal of savings could be accomplished is in the management of the institution.  I think that Clemson has had an overblown top heavy managerial structure with exorbitantly high salaries.  So I'd start there.  And I think there is a considerable amount of savings that could occur, starting there.  But there are many other things that Clemson could do to restructure its budget without -- and I'd like to underline this, at least in my opinion as a member of the faculty, without diminishing the quality of education not one iota at Clemson University.
SENATOR MCGILL:  Mr. Chairman?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, Senator.
SENATOR MCGILL:  You're on the faculty now, sir?
MR. BEDNAR:  I'm a professor emeritus.  I taught at Clemson for 16 years.
SENATOR MCGILL:  Yes, sir.  If Clemson is that bad, why in the world are you still affiliated with them?  I'm listening to you talk, but you've not said one positive thing about Clemson University.
MR. BEDNAR:  Excuse me.  I believe I did say some very positive things about Clemson University.  And I thought I said that there are a lot -- large number of people in the state of South Carolina that are proud of the accomplishments of Clemson University.  Clemson has done some very good things in education.  It has, however -- oh, and by the way, before I go any further, I have two sons who graduated from Clemson.  I have a vested interest in their future.  And they will have with them the name of Clemson University for the rest of your lives.  	And I have a great deal of affection and admiration and love for Clemson University.  So assuming that I have only negative things to say about the institution is an incorrect assumption on your part.  I am not in that position.
SENATOR MCGILL:  Let me help you.  Mr. Chairman, I've had two daughters to graduate from Clemson University.  And I can tell you right now, I would personally not like to see anybody like to see anybody like you serving there.  I'm offended by what you said in this room today.  It's a disgrace what you said about that university.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.
SENATOR WHITMORE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Dr. Bednar -- is that correct?
DR. BEDNAR:  Bednar.
SENATOR WHITMORE:  Bednar.  Do other faculty
 members feel the same as you do?  This is concerning, I think, to all of us, that I think we've got an outstanding university in the upstate.  And I just don't know if this is pervasive just with you or with --
DR. BEDNAR:  I think the communication between the legislature and the university has not been that good.  And the answer to your question is, yes.  I am by no means alone the proof of that is the fact the faculty survey was done by the faculty senate last year with over 400 people giving answers to questions that raised the very concerns that I have.  So I'm not all alone.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Are you concerned with the direction being taken to achieve the top 20?
DR. BEDNAR:  Yes.  I'm very concerned about it.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  What would you do?  What would be your recommendation?
DR. BEDNAR:  My recommendation would be to abandon that entirely.  And the reason that I would recommend that is that -- well, I've said earlier that I taught at the University of California at Berkeley, which happens to be the number 1 in the top 20.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Right.
DR. BEDNAR:  And the resources of the University of California at Berkeley so far outstrip the resources of Clemson University that it's almost ridiculous.  It takes a lot of resources, very, very serious, high- powered financial resources to accomplish the goals that have been set up for Clemson.  Those resources are not available now and there isn't any particularly bright indication that they will be available.
SENATOR WHITMORE:  And so, what direction would you like to see the university go if you don't want them to strive for a top 20 status?  Tell me your direction.
DR. BEDNAR:  My direction would be to have a great deal more confidence in the faculty at Clemson University which has been, as I said in my presentation, muzzled with the -- this term "Top 20."  "Top 20" has become a slogan that has been used to browbeat a large number of the members of the faculty at Clemson University into submission.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Am I right to assume there's some personal conflict between you and --
DR. BEDNAR:  No.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  -- some of the.  You have no --
DR. BEDNAR:  No.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  -- no personal --
DR. BEDNAR:  No.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  I respectfully disagree with some of -- I'm not a Clemson graduate, so I feel like I can speak on the topic.  But I just --
DR. BEDNAR:  I certainly didn't expect you to agree with me.
SENATOR WHITMORE:  Right.  Right.  But I certainly will take your statements under advisement.  Thank you.
DR. BEDNAR:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other members of the board?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Sir, if you feel like you feel about Clemson and all the bad things about it, what do you think about Carolina?
DR. BEDNAR:  In many ways Carolina might be a reflection of what's going on a Clemson, but I don't have any --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Is there any university in South Carolina that you have confidence in?  Or you just have all your confidence in --
DR. BEDNAR:  With all due respect, Senator, I believe I just said that I have two sons who graduated from Clemson University.  I think there is a misconception.  Criticism, in my mind, is not hatred.  Criticism is simply raising concerns that I think are vital and important to raise.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Have you brought these concerns before the board?
DR. BEDNAR:  I certainly have.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Recently?
DR. BEDNAR:  Two years ago, I addressed a personal letter to every single member of the board of trustees expressing my concerns.  I did not receive a single answer.  I will be glad to furnish a copy of that letter to you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other questions?  Senator from Gaffney.
SENATOR PEELER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Bear with me, sir.  You gave me a lot to think about.  But what type of professor are you?  What did you teach?
DR. BEDNAR:  I taught French at Clemson for 16 years.
SENATOR PEELER:  Do you think you were overpaid?
DR. BEDNAR:  That's an interesting question.  Yes, I think I was.
SENATOR PEELER:  Did you return the money?
DR. BEDNAR:  No.
SENATOR PEELER:  Normally, I --
DR. BEDNAR:  That was a segue.  That's a good way to ask a question.
SENATOR PEELER:  Normally, I use more humor than not, but that's quite humorous.
DR. BEDNAR:  A better way to answer your question would be to say that I, like many of my colleagues in the profession, never got into for the money.  I would venture to say that the vast majority of people who decide to become professional educators are not motivated by money.  They are, however, motivated by other things.
SENATOR PEELER:  But money drives tuition cost; doesn't it?
DR. BEDNAR:  Yes, it does.  And the decisions about what you do with your money that have nothing to do with education also drive the increase in cost.
SENATOR PEELER:  For example, the amount of salary we pay professors like you?
DR. BEDNAR:  No.  No.  If you take a close look at -- well.  If you take a close look at the salaries at Clemson, they are competitive in some areas and not competitive in others.  But there are other expenditures that occurred at Clemson University that have nothing to do with professors and their salaries.  And they far outstrip some of the decisions about salaries.
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, that old saying goes I don't agree with what you say, but I'll defend to the death your right to say it.  You have your right to your opinion.  My question to you, Mr. Chairman, is what makes someone qualified?  Our mission as this screening committee is to determine whether a candidate is disqualified.  And I think what you've said today, I tend to agree with Senator from Williamsburg that what you've said, in my definition of qualification, finds you disqualified, but I'm not quite ready right yet to say that.  So I would, if there's no other question or comment, would like for us to carry this gentleman's application over for future determination because I don't want to act hastily about this.  Because like I say, a person's thoughts and beliefs, I don't know whether that enters into whether someone's qualified to serve as a board member, but I'm close, very close.  But Mr. Chairman, I would ask that we carry this one over.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Mr. Chairman?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You'll withhold it?
SENATOR PEELER:  I'll withhold it.  Yes, sir.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Because I want to follow up, if I could with one of the statements that you made in response to the Senator from Cherokee.  You said you felt like you are overpaid, if I heard you correct?
DR. BEDNAR:  I was going to add something in a more humorous vain and it had to do with my commitment to education, and not my specific salary.  I often used to say that I was overpaid and under worked because I enjoyed my profession so much.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  I guess my follow-up question though, do you feel that other professors at the university are also overpaid?
DR. BEDNAR:  I think there are probably a certain number of professors at Clemson that are overpaid, yes.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  So it's not just in your comments to the administration, but then that goes down to the professorship as well?
DR. BEDNAR:  Yes.  On an individual basis, I think you have to look at every one of them.  But frankly, the question of me being overpaid was raised in an area that
	 I was going to be a little bit humorous about.  I don't think that there are very many people at Clemson University who would say that they were overpaid as professors.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Representative Brady.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  I just have a short comment.  And certainly, Mr. Bednar, I appreciate you candor.  I find it very interesting and certainly very different most of the screening that I have been privy to.
DR. BEDNAR:  I didn't come here today thinking there would be any other reaction.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  I understand.  I understand.  And you took a calculated risk, I must say.  But I think I agree with Senator Peeler in that we really have to re-evaluate what is the criteria, at the very least, at the very least, I would hope that we are looking for someone to serve on these boards who are cheerleaders from the institutions that they're going to be representing at the very least.  Certainly we want candor and, you know, we don't want somebody who's just going to go along and to get along and, you know, I will give you the assumption that some of your comments may have validity, however, it's all in the presentation.  And, you know, at this point, I would have to share the concerns of my colleagues.  We want somebody whose going to question the establishment, but I have not heard any solutions.  I've heard a lot of concerns, complaints, and you've made me, in this particular situation, you haven't had the opportunity to articulate those, but we're looking for people to serve on these boards who are going to be supportive, who are going to speak in favor of these institutions and are going to have a positive solution.  And I see that lacking in your presentation.
DR. BEDNAR:  Well if we had the time, I think I could give you a number of very positive directions.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Thank you, sir.
DR. BEDNAR:  And just as a further comment, I think that Clemson has too many cheerleaders.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do we have a motion?
SENATOR PEELER:  I have a comment.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Senator from Gaffney.  I wasn't going to add my comment.  Well, I'll let you have yours.
SENATOR PEELER:  Okay.  You ever heard of a fellow named Dale Carnegie?  How to win friends and influence people?
DR. BEDNAR:  Yes, sir.
SENATOR PEELER:  That's a course you might look into.
DR. BEDNAR:  I didn't come here thinking that I would winning friends and influencing people.
SENATOR PEELER:  Well, I think that's obvious.
DR. BEDNAR:  Well, perhaps that's --
SENATOR PEELER:  Not necessarily to win friends, but you've got to influence people.  I just --
DR. BEDNAR:  Perhaps that's what --
SENATOR PEELER:  An interesting situation.  And I just think --
DR. BEDNAR:  Senator, perhaps that's what people do who are curing the favor of someone to vote for them.  I am obviously not doing that.  I am trying to present what I think are very serious problems with an institution that I care deeply about.  And there's a difference between standing up and sharing when you think that someone should be standing up in opposition.  And I'm standing up in opposition.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Representative Littlejohn?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Chair, before the motion is taken I am probably going to have to argue on this.  I don't like what I've heard.  But I, you know, I don't see any reasons to disqualify Dr. Bednar in his seeking this position, but I don't know what qualifies us to say whether he's screened or not, but I have, you know, I've not heard a lot of good thing, but I haven't heard basic things that disqualified him from serving on the Clemson board.  I mean, he got two sons that graduated, he taught there.  As far as our screening process goes, I mean we haven't seen anything other than negative remarks about Clemson, but sometimes negative things can reap positive things, so looking down the road, he could be a good thing, but, you know.  I know I'll probably be in the minority on this, but that's -- I had to say that.
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, if I could amplify what Representative Littlejohn said.  I think you're -- you pretty much seconded my motion by that comment in that I really need to know what our mission is when it comes to finding someone qualified or disqualified to be a candidate to serve.  That's why I prefaced my remarks to that.  If it was a situation -- I graduated from Clemson.  I have a father and a son who graduated from Clemson.
	Our representative from Williamsburg was offended by quite a few of your remarks, but does that mean you're not qualified to serve on the board of trustees?  I'm not yet ready to make that determination.  And that's why at the proper time, I'd like to move to carry this gentleman over.  Every one reserving their right, let us look at what our mission is, Mr. Chairman.  And quite frankly, I'd like to talk with you about it.
And if we could carry this one over until next week or the next time we meet.  I personally think that's the proper thing to do.  I understand what Representative Littlejohn said.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion and a second.  I second it.  Any discussion?  All in favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We'll let you know what our decision is.
DR. BEDNAR:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Good luck.
MR. WHEALE:  Mr. Chairman, may The Citadel applicants be excused?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You've already been screened?
MR. WHEALE:  Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.
MR. WHEALE:  Okay.  We love Clemson, too.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Next on the agenda is Mr. John Capitan.  
Mr. John J. Capitan, Jr.
Mr. Capitan, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. CAPITAN:  No, sir, I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. CAPITAN:  Yes, sir, I would.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. CAPITAN:  No, sir, I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If a conflict should arise, what would be your position?
MR. CAPITAN:  I would disqualify myself from any part of the conflict as far as voting.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. CAPITAN:  No, sir.  I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Why do you want to serve on the board?
MR. CAPITAN:  Mr. Chairman, committee, I have been a professional engineer now for 33 years in South Carolina and have served Clemson in a professional capacity for many number of years during that period of time.  And I've also served as associate professor at Clemson, serving in the School of Architecture, Construction Science Department in 2005, '06, and '07.  And because of funding, that position had to be cut, which was totally understandable given the economic downturn that has occurred recently.  But I have a true love for Clemson.  I have been in the upstate now since 1968.
	And Clemson University is one of the schools that afforded me, allowed me to get my registration back in 1976 when I took my board exams for South Carolina.  I'm registered in 12 states in the United States, all along the eastern seaboard as well.  And it's all due to being a member of the national council and doing examiners, it's a board of certified professional engineer.  Clemson has been a real focus.  And most people in the upstate, especially when it comes to education, so is as well as professionals such as myself in engineering.
	I have volunteered on many activities for Clemson through the engineering societies as well as serving on advisory council with the Construction Science Department for the students and their competition for many of the designs and the construction projects that they go out even in the Midwest or throughout the Southeast region.  And that's been a great privilege of mine.  So I would like to serve on the board of trustees.  I do have a positive approach to Clemson.  I think there's many, many ways we can save money as far as tuition goes.
I think I'd like to try to answer that question first.  And saying that any financial institution has to guide itself based on its demands and its needs, one of which is a demand for students is important, to keep the demand for students up high.  Clemson posts rank in top 20, 17,000 students; many of you already know that.  But I'd like to see Clemson go to number one.
	I mean, I think it's a great institution.  I've been a part of that school as far as seeing it be built physically.  We've built that part -- my firm is Delta Engineering in Greenville.  I'm president of that firm.  And I've been a part of many of the restoration and renovation projects on the campus.
	And I'm familiar with the infrastructure on the campus and the costs that's involved in trying to maintain a campus is very, very costly especially a school as old as Clemson.  So there are many, many things outside of the educational arena that demand costs, demand deeds from finances.  And sometimes that's difficult to make the decision whether you're going to increase tuition or not.  But I think all of that has to be weighed out in the arena of all the facts before a person whenever you serve on a board.  I serve on a board of a North Carolina Christian organization and it's a non-profit board.
	It's a difficult board to try to make your means come together and work together as far as budgets.  But being on board, it is a non-profit, you'll find yourself with your givings and the revenues that come into that particular arena fluctuating all the time.  So you're constantly looking at your finances, constantly weighing exactly what has to be done.  So it's a technical situation whenever you're trying to make budgets and to also decide whether there's going to be an increase for costs.  So I'm not opposed to increasing tuition when it's justifiable, especially when all the facts have been heard.
	And Clemson's had a lot of increases, I know, in years, especially with energy.  My particular profession is mechanical engineer.  I'm keenly interested in how can Clemson save in energy.  There's many board members here know there's a thrust to try to keep the energy costs down.  So I think in this country, we all know that.
	And so I think each institution is trying to do what it can to try to do just that.  And many of you may know -- may not know loss of a great person at Clemson.  Jeff was on the -- head of all the utilities at Clemson.  Friend of mine who died from cancer here a couple of years back.  And his keen interest was trying to manage energy and he did a great job.  He cut a lot of energy costs down.  That helped, you know, take the pressure off a lot of things, but that's just one element at a university.  I believe I can contribute to that.  And I think that I would be qualified as a candidate certainly and proactively.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Let me ask you one question, and then I'm going to ask any other board member.  You were a professor at Clemson?
MR. CAPITAN:  I was associate, yes, sir, just as elected profession.  Yeah.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Were you overpaid and under worked?  Do you feel you were overpaid and under worked?
MR. CAPITAN:  When I interviewed with the chair of that department, I did not bring up anything about pay; he did.  And was delighted and I enjoyed being able to contribute to the students.  I had one semester, I had 126 students and I was a part-time professor traveling back and forth from Greenville, so it was that plus trying to run a practice with 12 or 13 people in practice --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That's fine.  I think you answered by question. 
MR. CAPITAN:  I don't think I was overpaid.  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Is it any other member?
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Yes.  I've got one.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  I'm still concerned about this what I heard in this previous --
MR. CAPITAN:  Yes.  Me, too.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  -- statement.  How do you feel about the direction that Clemson is going --
MR. CAPITAN:  Well we all know that Clemson's under scrutiny right now.  And whether that's justifiable, it's yet to be seen, I'm sure.  But I think Clemson is headed in the right direction.  I think we've got some great administration there with President Barker.  I think there is a lot of good things positively happening in the schools.
Having had dialogue within the faculty, what little I could interact with faculty there being part-time, I did not seem to go away from there during that period of time as though there was a disgruntled faculty.  I thought it was positive.  It was always what can we do for the students, which is where your focus is.  And so, I think there may very well be disgruntled faculty that I don't know of at Clemson.
	But at the same time, I know the School of Architecture and Building Construction -- I don't know.  It's just a different mind set for that.  I think it was always for the students.  But I think Clemson is certainly at a place that it could herald itself even further as a higher place of learning.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  What do we have now about 2,900 freshmen coming in?  Do you happen to know how many applicants Clemson had?
MR. CAPITAN:  It's been a lot of applicants.  Some have been turned away, of course, because it's such a popular school.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  It's my understanding that --
MR. CAPITAN:  I understand somewhere in the excess of 2,500 as far as I know.  Now I'm sure some of --
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Right.  I'm sure they've had some later.  But it seems to me like if Clemson wasn't doing the job that we're intending --
MR. CAPITAN:  Well it's a public university.  It's a public university.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  -- we wouldn't have a tremendous number.
MR. CAPITAN:  Right sir.  Very tough.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  And like I say, I'm speaking from an outsider.
MR. CAPITAN:  And I've had the privilege to be able to be a part of that faculty in a short way and it was fun, it was exciting.  It was something I really didn't want to leave, to be honest with you, because of the mundaneness -- sometimes a private practice offers for you many long hours as a professional in rank running a shop.  But I got tremendous satisfaction from students.  I think there's an opportunity for board of trustees to interact with students, and as I'm sure they do now.  I would certainly vote my place there, but I would also covet the opportunity to be a board of trustee, to be able to be your representative as well.  And to say it from another candidate's position, I would be open to hearing from you at any time or certainly give you a report as needed from time to time.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Thank you very much.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  Anybody else want to ask any other questions.  Senator Peeler.
SENATOR PEELER:  No more questions or comments.  I would move the candidate to qualify.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other motion that the candidate -- or Mr. Capitan be qualified and nominated.  I have a second.  Any discussion? 
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All in favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
MR. CAPITAN:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  And you may be dismissed.  Mr. Robert Lee.  Mr. Lee, briefly tell us why you want to serve on the board, after I ask you a few questions.
Mr. Ronald Lee
MR. LEE:  Certainly.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. LEE:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. LEE:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. LEE:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If a conflict should arise, what would be your position?
MR. LEE:  I would recuse myself.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. LEE:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Briefly tell us why you wish to serve.
MR. LEE:  Senator Knotts and other members, I just want to thank you for the opportunity to be here.  I also want to say thank you for your service.  I did graduate from Clemson in '76 as a micro-biology major.  Here at Clemson, you have to take a foreign language.  And Dr. Bednar, I'm glad I chose German instead of French.
Anyway, my wife also graduated from Clemson the same year.  Just a little bit about myself, my father attended Clemson.  He left as a sophomore to join the Marine Corps when the war broke out.  He did not go back and graduate.
	My parents were both blue-collar workers and made a lot of sacrifices to send me to Clemson.  And I appreciate that.  But my father was quick to tell me anything after that, I was on my own.  So he did instill discipline in me for which I am grateful, as you can imagine.  A marine corps sergeant might tend to raise  his son a little strict at times.
After graduating from Clemson, I went to the University of North Carolina School of Public Health to get a bachelor's degree.  I got to give my wife the credit.  She worked and paid bills.  I did get a little stipend, but most of the support came from her.  I've been working for Dupont for 5 years as a engineer.
	I have two children.  And then after a lot of prayer and risking assault from my wife, I decided I wanted to go to dental school.  So she agreed and the student loans and my wife working again, and my working, we worked our way through dental school, which was a good lesson, too.  It teaches you that you don't need money to be happy.  And if you're committed in God's will, everything will work out.
A little bit about my children.  As a -- will show you the value I place on education.  I have three.  The oldest graduated from Clemson, went to law school here, is an attorney in Columbia.  I'll skip my middle one.
My youngest just graduated from Clemson, will be attending grad school at MUSC in the fall.  This is where I have to come clean.  My middle child graduated from USC.  And I was okay with it.  And it's a good school, too.
	But she went to graduate school and lives and works in Pawleys Island, they are doing well.  So I don't stand up here pretending to have all the answers.  But I do have a passion for education, a desire to serve, and a willingness to work.  I understand the need for transparency as you are accountable to your constituents.  I understand that elected trustees are accountable to you.
	So it would be a great privilege, I'd be honored and humbled to be considered for the position.  I'd be happy to answer any questions.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from any of the members of the committee?
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Well I'm sorry, but I stepped out.  Did you answer the question about what you would do as board member in terms of raising tuition?
MR. LEE:  Would you believe me if I said, "Yes"?  No, I didn't.  Well I willingly paid for my children to go to school.  My daughters were either a little more intelligent or worked a little harder than my son.  He didn't -- he lost his scholarship, life scholarship pretty quickly because he majored in hunting and fishing, but he did graduate.  But regardless, I consider what it cost me a great value.  I'm pleased with the direction of Clemson, with the current administration.  I feel my children had a good education.  They had a positive experience.
	And that's what the desire, I think, of every trustee should be to the future students to have that same experience.  In regards to tuition increase, you know, it's hard for you guys to give out money if you don't have it to give out.  I understand that.  But after becoming as lean and mean as you could, you know, I'll be honest with you I'd probably try to put the screws to the out-of-state people first.  
	I think Thomas Green Clemson's will says he existed, he wanted the university to educate the farmers and mechanics of South Carolina.  I'm a dentist; I consider myself a mechanic.  We work on teeth and use little bitty tools, but it worked for me.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Senator from Gaffney, do you have a question?
SENATOR PEELER:  No.  Just at the proper time, I wanted to move for favorable report on the candidate.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other questions for the candidate?  
SENATOR PEELER:  No.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do I have a motion?  Senator from Gaffney has a motion to find him qualified and nominated.
SENATOR LITTLEJOHN:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Second by Senator Littlejohn.  Any discussion?  
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If no discussion, all in favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed? 
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  You may be dismissed, Mr. Lee.  Next is Ms. Patti McAbee.  
Ms. Patti McAbee
For information of the board, Ms. Patti McAbee is an incumbent and she has been screened by the board previously.
MS. MCABEE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  And I appreciate the opportunity to appear before you today along with members of your distinguished committee.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Ms. McAbee, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MS. MCABEE:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MS. MCABEE:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interests because of your service on the board?
MS. MCABEE:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If such a conflict should present itself, what would be your position?
MS. MCABEE:  Should that occur, I would recuse myself from discussion and voting on that issue.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MS. MCABEE:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Chairman, I have one question.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir, Representative Littlejohn?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Ms. McAbee, have we had other women serving on the Clemson Board?  Are you the first or what?
MS. MCABEE:  Representative Littlejohn, I was elected in 1993 by the General Assembly.  And at that time, I became the first woman to serve on the Clemson Board of Trustees.  And since that time, I have been the only woman to serve on that board.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Thank you.  
MS. MCABEE:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Representative Brady?
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Ms. McAbee, I have the same question.  The position on tuition increases and I'm going to ask the same question of all incumbents for all the commissions, but have you voted on a tuition increase during your tenure?
MS. MCABEE:  Tuition is a very important component of the revenue streams that this board uses to fund the activities of Clemson University.  And I understand that in this year, particularly, the General Assembly in South Carolina is facing severe budget shortfalls.  And I appreciate your question, because I know that you join us and we join you in concern about this issue, realizing that the state revenues will not be at the levels that they have been in the past to fund the activities of many of the agencies including Clemson.  My opinion about tuition is -- has varied over my length of service, the 17 years that I have served.  The first three years of my service, the board of trustees voted to raise tuition 0 percent for three consecutive years.  And it appeared to us that when we faced a time of needing to increase those -- that revenue stream, we had perhaps been less than responsible in not providing some cost of living increases that would -- what ultimately happened is that we had to raise tuition more in the following year than we would have wanted to.  So, yes, I have been a part of tuition increases as well as a member of a board who gave zero percent tuition increases.  And I voted in favor of both of those ends of the extreme.  In the future, I would look very carefully at how tuition is affecting the -- number one, the overall quality of the education we're providing the students; that is what we are charged to do.
	Secondly, we are charged to compute to the economic development of the state.  And we would look, I would insist that our university continue to look for outside sources of revenue such as federal grants, sponsored research, private dollars through the endowment and we're currently in a capital campaign to increase unrestricted scholarships to students.  So we look and will continue to look for diverse streams of funding that will help us address the tuition issue.  It is my full desire to work in concert with the legislature to keep tuition at the very bare minimum increase.  We have had larger increases in the past and I don't foresee that happening in the future.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Senator Alexander?
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Mr. Chairman, thank you.  Two things.  One, we'd like to mention that I think there has been a life appointment to a lady that would become a member of the board next year.  So I would like to have that into the record to go along.
MS. MCABEE:  Thank you.  I wanted to mention that also.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And Senator Alexander, I'd like to add to it that she's from my district.  It's Kim Wilkerson.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Thank you, sir.  I appreciate you saying that.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mayor Avery -- I mean the administrative law judge, Avery Wilkerson's wife.  She's president of Bank of America.  Very good person.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  I did want to follow up on the -- excuse me, Mr. Chairman -- on the question.  I hear you say that you understand the state is in dire financial situation this year.  Did you feel that the state was in dire financial need last year?  And did the university go above the higher education index on the tuition increase or are they under the index?
MS. MCABEE:  I believe that we were a partial percentage point above HEPI according to the previous years where state legislation has held Clemson to the higher education pricing index, the HEPI level plus $250.  And if I may check my math with my colleagues that are sitting with me to make sure that I am accurate.  Right.  HEPI was 3.66 and our tuition increase last year was 4.5 percent.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  You all felt that the other was necessary to keep additional cuts or?
MS. MCABEE:  Yes, sir.  Senator Alexander, Clemson University looks at tuition as the revenue stream of last resort.  All other revenue streams including perhaps the most important stream, and that is from internal re-allocations of funds and re-allocations of positions and not filling some positions, closing programs that are no longer relevant in the university.  Internal re-allocations and internal disposition of expenses are first looked to, to bring revenue or to not spend as much.  	And after that very intense exercise takes place, and after income from the endowment, and income from federal sources and grants, and sponsored research and those other areas, athletic revenue and scholarships, then we look at what is it that we must do next year.  And we understand that we must teach certain courses.  That we choose to maintain a level of quality and hope to increase the level of quality and look at what that costs.  And when we look at those two numbers, we begin to then factor in what would student tuition have to be, because that is the only other variable.  Yes, sir, we did believe last year that our bottom line increase was 4.5 percent.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Thank you, Ms. McAbee.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Mr. Chairman, excuse me?  How do you feel about the bridge program?
MS. MCABEE:  I feel wonderful about the bridge program.  The bridge program has opened many, many opportunities for students in South Carolina.  Ninety  percent of the students that go through the bridge program are South Carolina residents.  And they are South Carolina residents that are not likely to be -- or not accepted in their freshman year to Clemson based primarily on grades.  So they have the opportunity to go to Greenville, excuse me, Tri-County Tech and take the first year of courses which then transfer automatically into Clemson, should the student want to do that.
	It is also allowed us to admit 400 more students to Clemson than we would have the capacity for on campus.  We have that additional 400 capacity without having to build new capital investments.  So and we have also just graduated our first cohort of bridge students.  And I believe 30 percent of that cohort graduated in three and a half years.  	And their GPA is -- as a cohort -- is higher than the entering freshman.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  I'm very interested in it because my middle daughter who went to Winthrop, not Clemson, she did not test well, but she's a very hard working student.  To me, this seems to be an avenue for students like that, that would be successful if given the chance.  So I agree with you.
MS. MCABEE:  It's been a very successful program.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  And this also will raise that 65 percent that's basically South Carolina students admitted into Clemson, that's going to raise that to a higher level.
MS. MCABEE:  We would hope that it would do that.  That number is maintained at a fairly steady level year after year.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Do you see this expanding or do you want to keep this on the same level?
MS. MCABEE:  Right now, it is at about capacity because of the capacity of Tri-County Tech.  And we've considered taking this into other areas of the state through other technical colleges, but there is a strong value in the proximity that Tri-County Tech has to Clemson campus, because students are able to use the fitness center, the other -- the library and the other auxiliary amenities on campus that help them in their classes.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  I would feel they would feel part of the Clemson family. 
MS. MCABEE:  They find that Clemson experience their freshman year, that being further away would hamper that; it wouldn't impede it, but it would hamper it so.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  I'm glad to hear you support it.  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other questions?
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, I want to follow up on a question from Senator Alexander.  Senator Alexander, Senator McGill and I serve on the Senate Finance Committee.  The days escape me, but it just seems to me like, I don't know whether it was last year or year before last, Chairman Leatherman, I think, talked with college presidents -- maybe it was the chairman of the board of these universities and asked them -- 
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  And they sent them a letter also.
SENATOR PEELER:  Right.  They'd sent them a letter also, about our budget situation.  And it wasn't too long after that, that I think the Clemson board voted to raise tuition higher than that level.  Now is my memory serving me correctly?  And I'm going to ask each incumbent this, so I'm not just picking on you.  You're the first one.  Do you know what I'm talking about?
MS. MCABEE:  Yes, sir.
SENATOR PEELER:  Can you answer that for me?
MS. MCABEE:  Yes, sir.  Senator Peeler, last year, the board of trustees received a letter from Senator Leatherman.  And in that letter he explained his position of asking the board to maintain tuition at a particular increase.  As I described before, the budget process that we go through took us to a number that we believe was the bottom line number to allow Clemson to continue in the direction that we are going after many, many internal cuts.  And we -- various people met with Senator Leatherman to give him an explanation for our final determination.
	And it was after the legislature had adjourned, so we were not able to just, I guess, I was not in that meeting, so I don't know if Senator Leatherman received a request to convene the committee so that the entire committee could hear that discussion.  But I do know that it was something that -- that letter was something that our board considered as a group.  Each one of us received a copy of it.  We had great concern that Senator Leatherman had issued that statement to us and took it very, very seriously.  However, at the end of the day, we felt it was prudent for us to operate the university based on what we had learned in a year of budget work.  I hope that answered your question.
SENATOR PEELER:  I don't want to belabor the point in asking for fuss fight, but you being an incumbent, I think Mr. Chairman, that the incumbent trustees ought to have just a minute or two to respond to some of the allegation leveled on the university previously.  Or maybe they just want to leave well enough alone.  I don't know.  But I just don't want to belabor the point.  I guess I ask of you:  Would you like to respond or just not?
MS. MCABEE:  Thank you.  I would like to not bring any more attention to the points that were made or the speaker that made those points, but I would like to make a couple of points about Clemson that I believe very strongly in that may give you a different point of view?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you agree with what he said or disagree with what he said?
MS. MCABEE:  I strongly disagree with what he said.  One of the primary points that I would like to bring to you that came to my mind after I prepared my remarks today are that the relationship between the faculty and the board of trustees is reported to us through the faculty senate president.  And it is as recent as last week that we received a report that the relationship between the faculty and the board is as strong as it has ever been.  And I believe the reason for that is that the Clemson board of trustees has been very deliberate in developing that relationship.  And we have done that in very deliberate ways.
	One way is that about 12 years ago, the board of trustees decided that if we could develop more one on one relationships with faculty members by honoring those faculty members who have received awards in previous years.  So each year, we host a dinner and invite all faculty members who have received some type of award for a grant proposal or from a various professional association or from the university itself.  And we present those awards.  The chairman of the board and the president present those awards individually to those faculty members.  The board of trustees members hosts various tables and we have the opportunity at that time to talk with them very openly and very candidly about anything that is on their minds.
	So we're able to talk with faculty in a very open, unencumbered evening dinner setting.  And that has been very productive in having us hear from faculty and having them hear from us.  We also are invited by the faculty senate to an event that they host once a year.  And it's a very casual event, usually held out by the lake.  And we have about an hour before dinner where we mingle with faculty members.
	We don't know who is going to be there.  They know we're going to be there.  But we just have casual conversation among ourselves and are open and interested in hearing whatever they have to bring to us.  Sometimes we hear concerns and we take those concerns back.  As a board, we address those.
	We also have allowed the faculty to appoint a representative from the faculty to represent them at all board functions.  So that faculty representative attends boards meetings and makes a report to the board about faculty concerns or moral or anything that she or he might want to bring.  The faulty senate president also makes a report at each of our board meetings.  So we make formal opportunities for interaction and discussion.  We make informal opportunities.
	And we also respect and honor the work of the faculty.  I think that's one of the things that I heard earlier that gave me very much concern.  We highly respect the faculty at Clemson University and believe that our end product, which is a quality graduate who is able to get a good job and be a successful individual in the future, starts with the faculty.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other questions?
MS. MCABEE:  Mr. Chairman?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, ma'am?
MS. MCABEE:  If I might make just a comment regarding my service.  I'd like to share that with you because I know many of you have elected me in the past.  And I'd like to share what I've done since -- not over the last 17 years, but just a short statement.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, ma'am.
MS. MCABEE:  Thank you.
SENATOR PEELER:  Since you didn't pay any attention to Senator Leatherman's letter, maybe you pay attention to what Senator Leatherman likes to say.  Once you make your sale, close your briefcase and go home.
MS. MCABEE:  Thank you, Senator.
SENATOR PEELER:  You're welcome.  You'll have plenty opportunity between now and election to make a --
MS. MCABEE:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Senator Peeler.
SENATOR PEELER:  If there are no more questions or comments, I move for favorable report on the candidate.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any discussion?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All in favor, be no discussion, all in favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?  
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Our vote will be unanimous.  Okay.  Thank you, Ms. McAbee.  This is the one, Mr. John Nicky McCarter is an incumbent.
Mr. John Nicky McCarter
MR. MCCARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman and the committee.  And I'd also like to thank the General Assembly for electing me 20 months ago.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Mr. McCarter.
MR. MCCARTER:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. MCCARTER:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to
 attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. MCCARTER:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. MCCARTER:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If a conflict of interest should occur, what would be your position?
MR. MCCARTER:  I would notify the board and I would recuse myself from any discussion or vote on that issue.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. MCCARTER:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Mr. McCarter, you want to give us a brief statement of why you want to continue serving on the Clemson board?
MR. MCCARTER:  Okay.  Well like I said, I was elected 20 months ago and I would like to continue to serve.  I think I've demonstrated to the General Assembly that I've been available and accessible over the last 20 months.  I think we're in a time that we need leadership, especially in economic growth development and continuing our education.  I think we have some exciting things going on at our new energy project in Charleston and in Greenville.
	I think we've demonstrated this year, we've accepted more South Carolina students ever in the history of Clemson, which I think is a big statement.  I know there's a lot of scrutiny over not accepting students.  And we continue to try to strive, you know, to accept more.  Our bridge program -- I think Representative Whitmire asked about the bridge program  I think it is working.  I have a daughter that's a sophomore now that went through bridge program.
	I'm happy for that.  She's doing, you know, well.  She didn't test well either, so I certainly can recommend the bridge program to this university.  I'd also like to say my daughter is getting a quality education.  And I think the General Assembly does a great job in picking and managing our institutions of higher education throughout this state.  But I would like to continue to serve and if you have any questions, I'll certainly take them.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any members of the board?  Ms. Brady.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  This is the question I ask all incumbents.  What is your position on tuition increase and specifically in reference to the letter that Senator Leatherman sent last year with -- what position did you take regarding tuition increase?
MR. MCCARTER:  I voted against tuition this past June.  I would not want to minimize or -- I want to keep quality education at Clemson, so I certainly, you know, want to do what's right to keep our quality of education, but I did vote against it.  Last year, it was me, you know, after the end of the day.  The board voted, and of course, the board is unanimous; it's not divided.
	But for me, I felt like, you know, economic times and the background I came from and the people that I work in the rural areas just couldn't afford any kind of increase.  And that's why I did it.  But I'm not -- I've never disagreed with the board, I mean, I'm not going to divide the board, but that was my position and I'm going to live by it that I voted against an increase.  I felt like it was the right thing to do.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Senator Alexander?
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Thank you.  Mr. McCarter, do you know how many institutions in the state voted to go above what we outlined as the HEPI index last year?
MR. MCCARTER:  I'm not sure, but three maybe?  Is that?  I don't really know.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Well obviously Clemson was one of those three.
MR. MCCARTER:  Clemson was one of the three, maybe, I could actually answer you --
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  That's fine.  I'll get staff to get that information.
MR. MCCARTER:  I'm not sure.  I think maybe three.  In other words, the 366 you're speaking of --
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Yes.
MR. MCCARTER:  Is that correct?
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Exactly.
MR. MCCARTER:  I think that's accurate.  But don't hold me to it exactly.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  I see here it is public record that you were alumnus back in 1980?
MR. MCCARTER:  Yes, sir.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Do you think you got a quality education at Clemson University in 1980?
MR. MCCARTER:  I got an exceptional education.  And probably more than I deserved coming from a little town I grew up in.  And I'm proud of Clemson and it's a wonderful institution.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  You have a daughter that -- I think you commented is a sophomore at Clemson now?
MR. MCCARTER:  Yes, sir.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  I assume you're helping pay to some extent her education?
MR. MCCARTER:  Yes, sir.  She -- I paid a hundred percent last year.  Like I said, she went through the bridge program.  And Representative Whitmire, she did get the $5,000 life scholarship.  Obviously, she wouldn't have gotten that out of high school.  She didn't test well so I'm not sure what will happen.  We have another semester to go, so I'm hoping I'll get it, but if I don't, I'm going to pay the difference.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Do you feel like your money's been well spent and that she's getting quality education under the current administration and the board at Clemson University?
MR. MCCARTER:  She's getting an excellent education.  I might add, there's so many avenues at Clemson for any student not to fail, to be successful.  They have just -- Patti is -- Ms. McAbee can probably answer all of them, but and I mean that as a compliment to Patti, but my daughter had three different avenues she could get a tutor and special help, bridge program, regular university and, you know, another source at the library, so it's academic.  So she, there's really no reason for a student not to be successful if they want to be.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  One final question, Mr. Chairman, if I could?  Is there -- are you aware of communication that, I understand from the past testimony that you have interaction from the senate president and things of that nature of the university -- that you have other communication that you receive from different professors or different folk on the staff at Clemson that have expressed concerns to y'all individually?  I mean, has there been a tremendous amount of communication that's concerned about the direction of Clemson University and shared by the faculty at Clemson?
MR. MCCARTER:  In my 20 months, Senator Alexander, I've had no professor or faculty contact me.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Okay.  Thank you, sir.
MR. MCCARTER:  And I think I've been -- I know I've been accessible to y'all.  I think everybody at the table could tell, could say, vouch for that, so.  
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Representative Mack.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. McCarter, I just had a comment that I think that would help if you stayed up there a little bit more and got to know people.
MR. MCCARTER:  Thank you, Representative Mack.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  You've been one of the great ones that, you know, that you hear the term, and we get it sometimes as elected officials, "We don't see you until election time."  And you've made yourself available.  You've made yourself known and I wanted to expand my comments to, I guess, the negative part of the day that we've heard concerning Clemson.  And just to say that you and so many people like you from the Clemson community represent the enthusiasm and passion and love for the school.  Sure, there is going to be problems; we know that.  But I have probably, when somebody made a whole dialogue with what I call the three C's, criticize, complain, and condemn.  You know, we'll work through the problems.  We have challenging times, but I just want to say I appreciate your enthusiasm, passion, love for the school and it is contagious.  And let me just say for the record, there are two schools in the state that everybody that goes to love whether they're black, white, whether they're urban/rural setting, regardless of economic status.  Those two schools happen to be from my simple study, Clemson and Winthrop.  So we hear nothing but good things about you guys.
MR. MCCARTER:  Thank you, Representative Mack.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other member have any questions?  Senator Peeler, go ahead.
SENATOR PEELER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I just wanted to give from all these comments a minute or two to respond, but I think your answers, contentiously you've already responded.  So, I guess, unless there's any other question --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I've got a question for him.  Nicky, do you -- the other day, I was in contact with you.  And we had a discussion on, I believe, it was some type of per diem that you all contribute back to the --
MR. MCCARTER:  I don't think that was me, but I -- we do not take any per diem.  Our board has nothing -- we don't.  I have to get an answer here of how long, but we do not take per diem mileage or anything.  And I answer to -- does that money get turned back into funds or do we --
MS. MCABEE:  It's never allocated because we don't take it.
MR. MCCARTER:  It's never been allocated, but I don't know any about these other boards, but Clemson Board of Trustees are not taking --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That's what it was.  Y'all did not take per diem for travel like some of the universities.  That's what it was.
MS. MCCABE:  That's been a practice for 25 years.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes.  Okay.
SENATOR PEELER:  Chairman, I move a favorable report on the candidate.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  I'll second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We have a nomination and numerous seconds.  Any discussion?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All in favor, say "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you for your service.
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, while the next candidate's coming up, I have a question that Mr. McCarter today reminded me that the date of election that you mentioned on that voting that there was a vacancy because of a life trustee.  The dates of these candidates -- when will their election be held with -- would it be up to us to change the times?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We would have to change the time proposed at a later time during the meeting.
SENATOR PEELER:  Okay.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That date and we're going to screen the next vacancy for the unexpired term with Mr. Bill Smith to the -- work it in with the future election of the General Assembly to keep the confusion down like we did last time.
SENATOR PEELER:  Well this group, they'll make -- their date will be moved up to an earlier date or did --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.  That's going to be a motion or discussion about the committee and at this time, you know, be at a later time.
SENATOR PEELER:  Okay.  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We'll do that before the day's over.
SENATOR PEELER:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  The next candidate would be Allan Sloan, Mr. Allan Sloan. 
Mr. Allan Sloan
Mr. Sloan, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. SLOAN:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. SLOAN:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interests because of your service on the board?
MR. SLOAN:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If one should arise, what would be your position?
MR. SLOAN:  Recuse myself of all matters concerning the issue.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. SLOAN:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, Mr. Sloan.  If you would, briefly state why you would like to serve and what your feeling is about Clemson?
MR. SLOAN:  I think it's a combination of my love and passion for Clemson and my financial and management experience, background, and oversight.  My grandfather lived at the foot of Sloan Street.  And my father was raised there.  And the earliest thing I can remember is visiting Clemson as a small child.  I spent many nights there.
I graduated from Wood Creek High School in Mount Pleasant, went on to Clemson and graduated with high honors.  And completed a MBA program at Harvard University.  After serving two years in the military, went to work for Owens Corning Fiberglass.
In 1978, I went to work for Michelin.  There I -- after production planning manager for the largest tire plant in North America, became the benefits manager and implemented the 401K plan for Michelin worldwide, mostly in the United States.  I completed the requirements for certified financial planner and maintained that designation until my retirement in 2001.  I maintained the service status in the U.S. Army Reserve and also had financial experience both in the Charlotte 108th Division and later in 120th Arcom at Fort Jackson.  I'd like to add the final sentence to my proposed statement.  That I now serve on the board of directors of the Clemson Corps and on the steering committee of the class of 1960.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any members of the -- Representative Brady.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Mr. Sloan, if you were actively elected to the board, what is your position on tuition increases?
MR. SLOAN:  Well I think tuition increases is the final piece of the puzzle.  I think you have to assess all the income, all the cuts you could make and the cost.  And if it were necessary and justified, then you would have to increase tuition.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other questions for the candidate?
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, I just have a comment.  Mr. Sloan as you heard earlier, I'm a graduate of Clemson and while at Clemson I had quite a reputation, and we won't go into that.  But one of the groups that I just didn't mess with was the PR.  I heard you, but you guys are crazy.  And y'all be out practicing out on the quad when it's raining and sunshine, and I just saw that you were a member of the Persian Rifles, a great group.  And if there's no other comments or questions, I move to favorable report.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I've got one question.  Mr. Sloan, I had a good friend of mine that I grew up with that went to school with me named Allen Sloan who later became Sheriff of Lexington County.  Are you any relation to him?
MR. SLOAN:  I don't believe I am.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.
MR. SLOAN:  I've never been arrested by him either.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We'd know it if you had.  Any other questions?  
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do I have a motion?
SENATOR PEELER:  Move for favorable report on the candidate.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any discussion?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Be no discussion, all in favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, Mr. Sloan.  Thank you for your interests in serving.  Next would be Mr. Joseph Swann.  Mr. Swann, please come forward.
Mr. Joseph D. Swann
MR. SWANN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members of the committee.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Swann, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. SWANN:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. SWANN:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. SWANN:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If such a conflict should occur, what would be your position?
MR. SWANN:  I'd notify the board and recuse myself from any discussion or vote.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust, that if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. SWANN:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  The information to the committee is that Mr. Swann has previously been serving on the board.
MR. SWANN:  I think I provided some written testimony for you, but there are two or three points I'd like to emphasize if I might do that.  One, I'd like to thank you for the support for the vital Palmetto Scholarships.  Those scholarships have allowed Clemson to increase the number of brightest South Carolina students that are attending Clemson.  We're very proud of the fact that of the freshman South Carolinians that are going to Clemson, not a single one had to pay full tuition because they all benefitted from one of those scholarships.  And I think it's a big complement for you and to this state that you're providing these students an opportunity to get support in doing that.
I'd also like to comment on the bridge program.  The bridge program has grown from about 150 students to, I think, it's 500 this year 450 or 500.  The majority of those students are South Carolina students or legacies.  And as Ms. McAbee said, they are graduating exactly with the same kinds of results that our students that are admitted to Clemson are graduating.  There were five that graduated in December that were there in Clemson for 2 and a half years, 3 and a half total education.
So we're very proud of the bridge program.  And also proud of the fact that out of this years bridge class, more than 360 additional South Carolinians will be able to be admitted as sophomores if the percentages hold next year.  So we're very proud of that.  I'd just like to tell you that I very much appreciate serving on the board of Clemson.  My attendance has been good.
	I attend all of the committee and board meetings and often serve on various other -- serve Clemson in various other ways.  I'd be happy to answer any questions.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, Mr. Swann.  Does any member -- Representative Brady.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  As a member of the board, what has been your position or your voting record on tuition increases and what would be your position moving forward?
MR. SWANN:  Thank you, Ms. Brady.  My position is and has been that we should do everything possible to minimize or hold tuition increases down.  Last year, we took a number of steps.  And I think you know of those, but there were 450 positions that were eliminated.  We stopped the construction of two capital projects.  We examined a number of classes and eliminated those classes because of the interest in those particular courses was low.  And everyone at Clemson did a five-day furlough.  After looking at all of that information and seeing the activities and actions the administration had prepared, we did vote to go at 4.5 percent tuition increase.  But please rest assured it was a very serious concern for all of us.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other members have a question?
MR. SLOAN:  I'm afraid I might not have answered your question that you asked me what would I do this year?
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Moving forward.
MR. SLOAN:  I believe that the facts prove that the depression was caused by tax increases during a recession.  And I know that just as you all are concerned about our situation with the budget, that we are as well.  And I believe that a large tuition increase at Clemson would be no different than a tax increase through the parents of the students that go there.  So I'll do everything that I can do to encourage the board to follow the tuition increases as low as possible.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Senator Alexander.
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Could you just speak briefly to your thoughts on the direction of Clemson?  I've heard about the business model and things from that standpoint.  Do you think that as far as the university running like a business and I think to some extent certainly it does have those characteristics, I mean, it does generate a lot of money and use a lot of money.  Does the future of Clemson -- have you supported the direction and do you support the direction that Clemson is going?  And do you think that the students are getting a quality value education at Clemson University?
MR. SLOAN:  Thank you, Senator Alexander.  Certainly, I do believe that Clemson is moving in the right direction.  As we set our targets for top 20, it was only because to achieve top 20 status meant doing the things that students need as they prepare themselves for both professional and a personal career.  And I was very supportive of that.  I still believe we're moving in the right direction.
I see that we are emphasizing.  We emphasize by eight areas.  We knew that we did not have the resources to be excellent in every area, but we've chosen eight emphasis areas and we've tried to fund those with, excuse me, with faculty members that are outstanding in their field that bring a lot of research dollars with them, and that also allow students to not just learn what's in a book, but learn what's being created in the real world from research.
And so, I believe we're not only providing a great education, but that, that opportunity is improving.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other members have a question? 
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, Mr. Sloan.
MR. SLOAN:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do we have a motion?
SENATOR PEELER:  No questions coming.  Move for favorable report on the candidate.
SENATOR MCGILL:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  We have a motion by favorable report on the candidate and a second.  Any discussion?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.) 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All if favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
MR. SLOAN:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  It will be unanimous.  Mr. John Warner.
Mr. John Warner
Mr. Warner, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. WARNER:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. WARNER:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests, professionally or personally, that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. WARNER:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If such a conflict should arise, what would be your position?
MR. WARNER:  I'd notify the board and recuse myself of any participation.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. WARNER:  I do serve on the board at South Carolina Venture Capital Authority.  I'm not sure if that would be a conflict with what you're describing?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If it's determined a conflict, would you be willing to resign from that board?
MR. WARNER:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If you would, Mr. Warner, please give us a brief statement of why you want to serve on the board or anything that you feel would be in your benefit or on your behalf to give to this committee.
MR. WARNER:  Thank you, sir.  I appreciate the opportunity to speak with you and with the committee.  And thank you for your service to the state as well.  I have been involved with Clemson my entire life.  My parents were married students when I was born, so I was born in Anderson Hospital, but they were students at Clemson.
I graduated from Clemson.  I have two children at Clemson.  My daughter is a senior; my son is a freshman.  Both of them benefit from a life scholarship.  So thank the legislature for that.  I, too, am very concerned about tuition.  I agree that tuition is a revenue of last resort.  And that we should, it should be the last thing that's raised in trying to maintain the educational quality of the university.  I have taught at Clemson.  Occasionally I teach an MBA class in start-up technology companies.  I've taught on campus at Clemson as well as at the University Center in Greenville.  And it's been a wonderful experience.  I know lots of faculty members at Clemson.  I run a company called InnoVenture.  And we help large companies like Michelin, Milliken, Sonoco do -- make connections with universities and entrepreneurial companies to create a more knowledge-based economy.  And I would like to make an observation on some of the frustration we heard earlier.  I believe that one of the things we're seeing is Clemson is going through a transition.  It is going from a university -- the type of university that it used to be to a top tier research university.  And there are faculty members that are concerned about how that transition is being made.  I think there are other faculty members that I know and are personal friends with that are passionately on board with the direction the university is going.  But I've been involved in a number of different organizations that have gone through transformational change.  I was with Kemet for five years as a vice president of strategy there.  Same phenomenon occurred there where we had to change and there were slight consternation and lot of concern.  So I think there is, you know, there are faculty members that are justifiably concerned about making sure that university is heading in the right direction.  I wholeheartedly support President Barker and the Top 20 goal.  I have been involved in committees that select deans.  I've been involved in committees that build buildings.  I've served on the advisory boards of the college of business and behavioral science.  I'm involved in most knowledge-based economic development organizations in the state in one way or another.  What was impressive to me about Dr. Barker's vision was I've not been involved in a conversation where, how to help Clemson become a Top 20 university didn't get -- become a part of the discussion.  And that's been true on campus.  And it's also importantly been true, for example, in meetings in Greenville.  When there was nobody Clemson in the room.  You know, how do we support Clemson and help them be successful.  So it's more than a magazine rating.  I think it has tapped into an aspiration of a lot of people in the Clemson community for how we get to a higher level.  And my primary interest in wanting to be a trustee is I think we have an incredible opportunity in this state.  I think the legislature has led in not only the Palmetto and life scholarships, but the endowed chair research program that has brought preeminent scholars into the state.  The University Infrastructure Act, the South Carolina Venture Capital Act.
Many things that you've done, the Industry Partners Act and the South Carolina Research Authority.  Many things that you've done to lead the way, actually.  I think one of the things that we need to do is get some of the business community to sit down, get engaged and take advantage of some of the initiatives and some of the programs that you've put in place.  And I have lots of contacts and experience in that throughout the state.  We want the opportunity as a trustee to help Clemson continue to get to the next level.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any members of the committee?  Senator from Gaffney.
SENATOR PEELER:  If there's no other questions or comments, I move a favorable report on the candidate.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We have a motion and several seconds.  Any discussion? 
COMMITTEE:  (No response.) 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Be no discussion.  All in favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
MR. SLOAN:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Let the record it be unanimous.
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, I think that finishes the candidates for Clemson University.  Before we settle on this section, I'd like to take a 2 or 3- minute bathroom break and I'd like to speak with you just a minute.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.
SENATOR MCGILL:  Mr. Chairman, before we adjourn, Allen Wood is here a former trustee of Clemson University and The Citadel.  He is present today.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Are there any members of the board or committee who would like to hear from him for any information?  All right.  I just want to make sure I'm doing what the committee has asked.  Thank you.  We're going to take a 5-minute break.
  (Off the record.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Your attention, please.  I want to call the committee back to order at this time.  Could everyone have a seat, please?  At this time, Mr. Bednar, would you come to the podium?
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, I think we move -- I think we carry this one over --
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We carry this over and at this time, does anyone have any discussion that's necessary or any motions that necessary?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Chairman, I reiterate what I said a while ago.  You know, we get all kind of remarks from candidates, good, bad, positive, likewise, green, whatever.  But I find no reason to disqualify Mr. Bednar from being screened positively and I make that as a motion.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Would you let anybody else say --
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Absolutely.  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Anybody else?  I'd like to say this, lot of things were said, but that's your right to say it.  And therefore, I don't find any -- unlike Representative Littlejohn, I don't find any reason to disqualify you because of your beliefs.  And agree with Representative Littlejohn.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  We have a motion --
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  -- and a second to find Mr. Bednar qualified.
MR. BEDNAR:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Hold on we have to vote on this.  We find him qualified? 
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any discussion?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All in favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Let it be unanimous.  At this point in time, thank you Mr. Bednar, for your willingness to serve.
MR. BEDNAR:  Thank you very much and thank you for accomplishing what we try to teach at Clemson.  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  The next board to be screened is College of Charleston, Mr. John Busch.  Mr. Busch if you would answer the following questions.
Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
Mr. John Busch
MR. BUSCH:  No, Senator, I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Sir?
MR. BUSCH:  No, Senator, I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Cut your microphone on.  There you go.  Okay.  You say, "No"?
MR. BUSCH:  No, Senator, I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. BUSCH:  Yes, Senator.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. BUSCH:  No, Senator.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If such a conflict should occur, what would be your position?
MR. BUSCH:  I would recuse myself and not vote.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. BUSCH:  No, Senator.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  If you would briefly state why you want to serve on the College of Charleston?
MR. BUSCH:  Senator, I currently serve in my first 4-year term on the board of trustees for the college.  I have attended all meetings and served on the finance committee, athletic affairs, and the Ad Hoc Committee on Information Technology.  I'm an 1985 graduate of the College of Charleston.  I grew up in Charleston.  I have lived in Lexington for the past 18 years.
	The College of Charleston, I served as president of the student body.  Upon graduation, I have served on alumni affairs and now the board of trustees.  As a member of the board of trustees, I want to assure you that if reelected, I will continue to be an advocate of equal access for all South Carolinians in higher education.  And I will continue to be a strong advocate of keeping tuition costs for in-state students as low as possible and enrollment for in-state students as high as possible.  The experience I bring to the College of Charleston draws upon 22 years of service in the military.
	I flew F-16s out of McIntyre Guard Base.  I served as a Commander of the 169 OSF and Lieutenant Colonel out at McIntyre.  I'm a graduate of the United States Air Force War College in 2005 with a Masters of Peace Studies.  I also graduated Carolina with a MBA in International Business.  I've served and been deployed numerous times to the middle east, immediately after 9/11 to fly missions in Afghanistan and then again in 2003 for major combat operations in Iraq.
	I have enjoyed my time at the College of Charleston and participating in a school that I feel very passionately about.  I love the College of Charleston.  And enjoy the opportunity to serve there and to help improve things.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from the committee?  Representative Brady.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Yes.  I'd like to know your position on tuition increases and how you have voted during your time on the board?
MR. BUSCH:  I have voted before -- reluctantly voted for tuition increases when it seemed like that was the last resort.  I feel very strongly that we should keep in-state tuition as low as possible.  And that we should first look to increase our endowment.  We should look for research funding or grant funding.  We should look for other sources of revenue before we raise tuition.  And so I will reluctantly vote in favor of it if it is a last resort.  And given the financial strength of the college, we have no other choice unless we have to.  I opposed raising tuition for in-state students.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Does any member of the committee have a question?  Any questions?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.) 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Have no questions.  Do I have a motion?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  So moved.
SENATOR PEELER:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  There any discussion?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All in favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you for your willingness to serve, sir.
MR. BUSCH:  Thank you, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  The next is Mr. Gerald Killeen
Mr. Gerald Killeen.
Mr. Killeen, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. KILLEEN:  No, I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, will you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. KILLEEN:  Yes, I would.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. KILLEEN:  No, I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Should one arise, what would be your position?
MR. KILLEEN:  I would abstain.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. KILLEEN:  No.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Briefly state to us why you would like to serve on the board.
MR. KILLEEN:  I think serving on the board would provide me with an opportunity to take my educational background and my work experience and put it into practice in that setting.  I have attended a small, undergraduate school for my college degree.  I went to Winona College in Rochelle, New York.  And it currently has enrollment similar to the College of Charleston.  I also have the opportunity to attend for Masters Degree work, Ohio University in Athens, Ohio and had the opportunity to be At a 20,000 pupil university as a student.
	I also had the opportunity to attend a large state school.  I earned a Ph.D. Degree at the Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio.  I think I could combine that educational background with my work experience.  I spent four years as a teacher in the early part of my career.  And subsequent to that, after earning the degree in administration, I wound up moving into and spending most of my career as a public school administrator.
	I served for five years as a high school principal.  I was a principal in Athens, Ohio, the home of Ohio University.  And that particular school had 1,200 students.  But interestingly enough, 300 of them had parents who were faculty members at Ohio University.  I also served as a principal of the senior high school in Port Washington, New York.
Paul Washington is on the north shore of Long Island, about 30 miles from New York City.  I'm proud to say that the high school there was selected as one of the top 400 high schools in the country.  After serving in those capacities, I wound up moving into school district administration work.  I served as the assistant superintendent of the Carmel Central School District in Carmel, New York.  Carmel is approximately 50 miles north of New York City.
	I wound up shifting the state that I worked for and moved from New York to New Jersey.  I spent 26 years as the superintendent of schools for the Black Horse Pike Regional School District in Blackwood, New Jersey.  New Jersey, unlike many other states has some elementary school districts and some high school districts.  I was superintendent of a high school district.  We enrolled 3,900 students in three high schools.
	The district employed 500 people.  I started there as superintendent in 1976 and served in that capacity until 2002.  During that 26-year period, I worked with over 40 board of education members.  The board of education at any one point had nine members.  So I had the experience over 26-year period of reporting to a board of education.
We had committees very similar to the committees that exist at most universities.  A finance committee, a personnel committee, a student affairs committee, et cetera.  So I've had considerable experience in working with a broad range of people in that kind of capacity.  And I think I can take my experience in that setting and work effectively as a trustee at the College of Charleston.  After retiring as a public school superintendent, I moved to South Carolina.
	And I have been living on Hilton Head Island since 2002.  At that time, I had the opportunity to become a adjunct professor at Nova Southeastern University.  And I am currently working there in that capacity.  I am a dissertation advisor.  I work with students in the EDD program, Doctorate of Education program helping them to accomplish their goals.
	Students are required to submit a concept paper.  They're required to submit a dissertation proposal.  They're required to submit a final dissertation report.  And in effect, I serve as a dissertation advisor and help students accomplish each of those three benchmarks.  During the time that I was in New Jersey, I had an opportunity to serve in two different statewide organizations on their executive committees.
I served on the executive committee for the New Jersey Association of School Administrators.  That group consisted mostly of school superintendents.  I was on their governing board for a six year period.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Killeen?
MR. KILLEEN:  Yes.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If you would, I think you've told us a lot to make you experienced --
MR. KILLEEN:  Okay.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If you would --
MR. KILLEEN:  See if I could summarize?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Right.  Yeah.
MR. KILLEEN:  Yeah.  Okay.  No problem.  I think that gave you a little overview of my educational background and work experience and how I think I could take that and make it work for me as a trustee at the College of Charleston.  Thank you.  Any questions?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions committee?
SENATOR PEELER:  No questions, comments.  I move favorable report on the candidate.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We have a motion and a second.  All in favor, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, Mr. Killeen.
MR. KILLEEN:  Thank you very much.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  We have two more.  Robert Nance with the South Carolina State University.  
Mr. Nance, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. NANCE:  No, sir.  I don't.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. NANCE:  Yes, sir.  I do.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. NANCE:  No, Mr. Chairman, I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If such should arise, what would be your position?
MR. NANCE:  I would abstain from voting on such a matter.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. NANCE:  No, sir.  I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Nance, briefly --
MR. NANCE:  Yeah.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  -- give us the reason why you feel like you would help serve --
MR. NANCE:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  -- South Carolina State Board.
MR. NANCE:  I was elected about 20 months ago.  I served an unfulfilled term.  And there's still work to be done at SC State.  There's a lot of work to be done and I want to be a part of doing that good work.  In a nutshell, that's why I want to continue to be on the board.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any members of the board have any questions or comments?
SENATOR MCGILL:  Mr. Chairman, one thing quick.  Do you have a family member to work at South Carolina State University?
MR. NANCE:  Yes, sir.  My father was there for 37 years, 19 years as president.  And my grandfather was there for 40 years as business manager.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Move favorable.  I have a motion and then do I have a second?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Second.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion and a second.  Any discussion?  
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Be no discussion.  All in favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?  
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  It will be recorded as a unanimous.  Thank you for your willingness to serve.  Okay.  And the last one that we have is Mr. Charles H. Williams, the University of South Carolina, 1st Circuit. 
Mr. Williams, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. WILLIAMS:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?
MR. WILLIAMS:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If one should arise, what would be your position?
MR. WILLIAMS:  I would abstain.  I would abstain from voting on it.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. WILLIAMS:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Briefly explain why you wish to serve.
MR. WILLIAMS:  Thank you, senator.  I'd like to think I come from a family that's deeply rooted in public service.  My father, late senator Marshall Williams, I'm sure many of y'all know, served in the Senate for 46 years and I believe four years in the House.  My mother has planted every cherry tree and most all the trees in the city of Orangeburg and Edisto Gardens and started the Junior Service League and about everything else you could start that was charitable in Orangeburg.  My wife, Karen Williams, is recently retired chief judge in 4th Circuit Court of Appeals where she served for 17 years.  I, myself personally, have served on the board of trustees at South Carolina State for 22 years.  I resigned two years ago and talked this young man into running for my seat.  And he's done me very proud.  			The reason I would like to be at the university is obviously my connection with my father's undergraduate and law graduate university.  I'm an undergraduate, law graduate.  My wife, my four children all graduated from the University of South Carolina Law School.  My daughter-in-law graduated from undergraduate school at the University of South Carolina and law school.  I've always been a lifelong gamecock.  I know we got these tigers going and my blood doesn't bleed orange, but Clemson's a wonderful school.  I had a brother that went to Clemson.  I've always wanted to be on the board.  As many of y'all know Othniel Wienges was in the 1st District Circuit and he was there for 40-some years.  And I certainly wasn't going to challenge him.  He did an excellent job.  And I saw the chance to be at South Carolina State University.  Oh, and I -- your tuition.  I voted probably more against it than I did for it.  There were occasions that South Carolina State University during my 22 years I voted for it.  And I've never met anybody on the board that wanted to raise tuition.  At South Carolina State, we were always financially strapped.  And that usually was the last resort to keep things going, to stay SAC approved.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any questions from any other members of the committee?  
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do I have a motion?
SENATOR PEELER:  If no question or comment, I move favorable report on the candidate.
SENATOR MCGILL:  Second.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion and several seconds.  Any discussion?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Be no discussion?  All in favor say, "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Thank you for your willingness to serve and you'll be reported out favorably.
MR. WILLIAMS:  Thank you.  And I appreciate y'all letting me do it today because I had a conflict next week when the rest of the gamecocks will be before you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.  Thank you.   (Adjourned at 4:19 p.m.)
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2010
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  I'm Lanny Littlejohn, temporary chairman of the committee that screens   candidates for board of trustees of state colleges and   universities.  Our order of business today is to swear in one candidate in an open seat, unopposed seat for Winthrop Board of Trustees.  The only candidate we have is Scott Talley from Spartanburg.  So Scott, do you swear to tell the truth, nothing but the truth, so help you God?
Mr. Scott Talley
MR. TALLEY:  I do. 
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Talley, do you have   any health related problems that this screening   committee should be made aware of that would prevent you   from serving on the board in a full capacity?        
MR. TALLEY:  No, sir.        
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Concerning your present   occupation and other activities, would you be able to   attend board meetings on a regular basis?        
MR. TALLEY:  Yes, sir.        
VICE-CHAIRMAN LITTLEJOHN:  Do you have any interest   professionally or personally that present a conflict of   interest because of your service on the board?        
MR. TALLEY:  No, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Do you know hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to  the board, would cause you to violate the dual office   holding clause of the constitution?
MR. TALLEY:  No, sir.        
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Thank you.  Okay.  Do   we have any questions from the committee concerning Mr.   Talley?
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  I just have the same question   I ask all the candidates.  And that is your position on   tuition increases?
MR. TALLEY:  I'm opposed to them on a broad   statement basis realizing that a lot goes into that   determination.  Trying to keep up with the budget   deliberations and understand that on college boards and   universities throughout.  Now that's going to be a   question that continues at least for the next couple   years while I will be serving.  So I don't go in saying   that is the only way to address this problem.  And as a   blanket statement, would be opposed to raising tuition.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Thank you.        
MS. DERRICK:  We had to get started.  We had some folks that needed to be --        
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All right.  Good.  
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:   Chairman Knotts, we decided to go ahead and start.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Good.  That's fine.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Scott's got to be in   Greenville at 2:00.  I think Lisa has to be somewhere by   2:00.  So I'll be glad to turn it over --        
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That's fine.  Go ahead.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  We're almost finished.
Representative Brady has asked a question about tuition.  I had a comment about Winthrop, Mr. Talley.  They have   done a tremendous job on the tuition.  They have relied   on the -- they have allowed the students to vote a lot   of times on tuition.  How do you feel about allowing the   students and the parents to participate in whether or   not to raise the tuition?        
MR. TALLEY:  I think it's a good process.  Specific   to Winthrop, I know a couple of years ago -- and this   may be what you're alluding to -- there was an idea that   was floated as far as $50 that was meant to offset   across the board tuition increase and fee increases in   general.  And I don't know if that's what you're   alluding to or not.  But I think that the dialogue that   created amongst the students and the faculty and the   administration was a healthy exercise.   
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Chairman Knotts, do you   have anything to say?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I don't have any concerns over Mr. Talley at all.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Okay.  How does the   committee feel about reporting him out favorably?  All   in favor?
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I make a motion to report him out   favorably.
VICE CHAIRMAN BRADY:  Second.        
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  All in favor say,   "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.        
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  All opposed?  Mr.   Talley, you are good to go.        
MR. TALLEY:  Thank you very much.   (Adjourned at 12:12 p.m.) 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2010
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I'm going to call this commission to order for the purpose of screening candidates for boards and commissions.  This time, I'll start on my left and let each member introduce themselves and tell us where in the state they serve.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I'm representative Bill Whitmire.  I represent Oconee  County District 1. 
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  I'm representative David Mack, Charleston County, District 109.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Lanny Littlejohn.  I represent Spartanburg and Cherokee Counties. 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Jake Knotts, Senate District 23, Lexington County.   
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Thomas Alexander.  Senate District 1.  All of Oconee County and Greater Clemson area, Pickens County.  
SENATOR PEELER:  Harvey Peeler, Senator from District 14, Cherokee County, portions of Spartanburg, Union and York Counties.  
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Next on our agenda is new business.  We have taken that up previously and we want to ask for the attorney general's opinion on that and take it up later, possibly when we get that opinion back.  Swearing in of candidates.  If all candidates would stand up and raise your right hand.  Do each and every one of you swear to tell the truth, the whole  truth, and nothing but the truth concerning the interests of the boards and the questions they ask? 
CANDIDATES:  I do. 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  The screening process will start with -- we're going to go down the list of unopposed candidates.  And I want you to come to the podium.  I want you to state your name, your address, where your driver's license is registered at, where you pay your four percent taxes on them, and voter registration.  Everybody understand that?  I'm going to let -- first is going to be the Medical University of South Carolina.  And then after that, we will take up the contested races.  First on the -- 
MS. DERRICK:  Dr. Donald R. Johnson, II.
Dr. Donald R. Johnson, II
DR. JOHNSON:  Yes, Ma'am.  My name is Donald R. Johnson, II.  I reside at 41 25th Avenue on Isle of Palms in South Carolina.  I pay my property taxes, and my voter registration and my driver's license registered at that address.  I am currently running to be elected for board seat from the Medical University, 1st District, medical seat on which I served for the past four terms.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you pay your four percent resident taxes at that address? 
DR. JOHNSON:  Yes, sir.  I do. 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any questions from the committee?  
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  No, sir. 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Thank you. 
MS. DERRICK:  Dr. Stanley C. Baker, Jr. 
Dr. Stanley C. Baker, Jr.
DR. BAKER:  I'm Stanley Baker from Greenwood.  I pay my taxes in Greenwood.  I reside in Greenwood at 623 Watford Avenue.  My driver's license, and my taxes, and I pay my four percent taxes there.  I've been on the MUSC board for 33 years and I'm running again for this term.  I'll be happy to answer any questions. 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Baker, do you pay your four percent property taxes on that address which you listed as your residence? 
DR. BAKER:  Correct. 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Have you been screened before this committee before? 
DR. BAKER:  Yes, sir, I have.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Are there any questions from the committee?  
COMMITTEE:  (No response.) 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Thank you.
MS. DERRICK:  Mr. Thomas L. Stephenson.
Mr. Thomas L. Stephenson
MR. STEPHENSON:  Good afternoon, my name is Tom Stephenson.  I serve the non-medical seat in the 4th Congressional District on the Medical University.  I live in Greenville, South Carolina, in town at 24 Ben Street, where I've lived for 22 years.  I pay my four percent taxes there.  I vote there.  I am ending my 12th year of seeking another term on this board.  So I'll be glad to answer any questions you guys have.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Is your driver's license and voter registration at that address? 
MR. STEPHENSON:  Yes, sir. 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from the committee?  
COMMITTEE:  (No response.) 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay. 
MS. DERRICK:  Dr. James E. Wiseman, Jr. 
Dr. James E. Wiseman, Jr.
DR. WISEMAN:  My name is Jim Wiseman.  I reside at 2239 State Park Road, Prosperity, South Carolina.  I pay my taxes in Newberry County.  I am a non-medical, 5th District representative.  And I've been on the board for two terms. 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you pay your four percent  property tax at the address that you -- 
DR. WISEMAN:  I do. 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from any of the members?  
COMMITTEE:  (No response.) 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Of those people, are there any objection to those four people?  I believe all of them have been screened before this committee before.  Any objection from any of the members that the ones that we just screened for the -- just came before us for the Medical University of South Carolina that are unopposed and they all have sworn today that they are residents in the area in which they applied.  Do I have objection to the dismissing of the people or a motion to find them qualified? 
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, so moved.  I move that the folks that without questions be found qualified and asked to -- 
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second it. 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I got a motion and a second.  Any discussion? 
COMMITTEE:  (No response.) 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All in favor say,  "Aye."   
COMMITTEE:  Aye. 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  At this time, Mr. Donald R. Johnson, Stanely C. Baker, Thomas L. Stephenson, James E. Wiseman, you may leave.  We have found you qualified.
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Chairman?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Point of order of that.  They are not to receive any commitments or anything?  Can we emphasize that? 
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yeah.  We need to state the fact  that until this commission group releases its report,  for 48 hours after that report, you can seek  commitments.  We will notify you whenever the report is to be published, issued.  Is that okay with every  member?  Okay.  Y'all fully understand that?  And that charge goes  for all people here who are seeking an appointment,  whether you're an incumbent or have opposition.  Any  questions from anybody here concerning that -- that you  do not understand that, because that will disqualify  you.  And it is illegal to ask for a commitment, prior  to being released from the screening committee.  Okay.  Thank you.  Next, we'll take up the South Carolina State University.  All of these people are opposed.  So there are none who are unopposed.  Next, the University of  South Carolina.
MS. DERRICK:  6th Circuit, Mr. Chauncey K. "Greg"  Gregory.
Mr. Chauncey K. “Greg” Gregory
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I believe we were going to withhold that one --    
MS. DERRICK:  Withhold that one?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  -- until we get the attorney general's opinion.
MS. DERRICK:  Okay.  
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Is that okay with the committee?
SENATOR PEELER:  Well Mr. Chairman, we could screen the former senator at this time, can't we?   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes.   
SENATOR PEELER:  We could go ahead and do that while he's here.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You want to do that as far as --   
SENATOR PEELER:  Well, let's do it before we settle  on it.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All right.  We're going to make a  advisement that there may or not be an additional  candidate.  Mr. Chauncey Greg Gregory.   
MR. GREGORY:  Hello, Mr. Chairman.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  How are you doing son?   
MR. GREGORY:  Very well.  Very well.  A little different to be on the other side here.  I'm Chauncey Gregory.  I reside at 805 Blenheim Court in Lancaster, South Carolina.  And I am seeking reappointment to the 6th seat of the University of South Carolina Board of Trustees.  I do live at 805 Blenheim Court and pay my four percent property taxes there.  And registered to vote in the precinct in which that street is.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And your driver's license and voter registration the same address that you pay your four percent property tax?   
MR. GREGORY:  That's correct.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Gregory, I'd like to read the following questions to you and if you would answer them  for me.  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?   
MR. GREGORY:  No.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present  occupation and other activities, would you be able to  attend board meetings on a regular basis?   
MR. GREGORY:  Yes.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests  professionally or personally that present a conflict of  interest because of your service on that board?  And if  one should arise, what would be your position?
MR. GREGORY:  I have no conflict.  If I did have one, I would recuse myself from the board.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?   
MR. GREGORY:  No.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any members got any questions?  Would you please state why you want to continue serving on the board?   
MR. GREGORY:  Yes, sir.  I was appointed to the board fill the term of Mr. James Bradley, who died back in the late summer/fall.  So I've enjoyed my time on the board.  I'm especially interested in the regional campuses of USC.  I think that USC, you know, the legislature would like to see USC educate more of its students and do it at a lower cost to them.  And I think that the way that we can do that is through utilizing our regional campuses.  I've lived in the shadow of one all my life.  And I've seen the great job that was done for educating students for a very small amount of money at the University of Lancaster.  The University of South Carolina at Lancaster where they do it for about $2,000 a year in state funds.  And the university is certainly facing challenges with regard to its budget and possibly trying to educate as many native South Carolinians as the legislature would like for it to do.  So that's an interest of mine.  And I also feel like that I could help the university in this relationship with the General Assembly, having had been here for a number of years and just recently removed from this body.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any member of the commission have a question?  And what is the pleasure of the commission?  
SENATOR PEELER:  Move him with a favorable report.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Motion for a favorable report and a second.  Any discussion?    
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All in favor say,  "Aye." 
COMMITTEE:  Aye.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.   
MS. DERRICK:  7th Circuit, Mr. Toney J. Lister.
Mr. Toney J. Lister
MR. LISTER:  Good afternoon, I'm Toney Lister.  I live at 61 Lake Forest Drive, Spartanburg, South Carolina.  I've been there some 30 years.  I pay my four percent there.  My driver's license shows that is my address.  And my voter registration.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.   
MS. DERRICK:  He's been screened.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You've been screened before, before this committee?    
MR. LISTER:  I have.  Yes, sir.  I've been on the board 16 years.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And what is the pleasure of the committee?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Vote him out favorably.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We have a motion to vote him out favorably.
SENATOR WHITMIRE:  Second.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And second.  Do we have any discussion?
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All in favor of reporting this candidate favorably say, "Aye."   
COMMITTEE:  Aye.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Let it be noted that he has been voted out favorably.   
MR. LISTER:  Thank you.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You do understand that you can not seek commitments until the proper time.   
MR. LISTER:  I do understand.  Thank you.  Yes,  sir.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.   
MS. DERRICK:  9th Circuit, Mr. John C. von Lehe, Jr.  And he has been screened before.    
Mr. John C. von Lehe, Jr.
MR. VON LEHE:  Mr. Chairman, good afternoon.  I'm John von Lehe.  I reside at 331 Bampfield Drive, Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.  That is my home address.  That is where I receive my four percent with residential classification.  That is where my voting registration and driver's license are all specified.  I wish to be a member of the University of South Carolina Board of Trustees.  This would be my 4th term, should I be approved by you and this committee.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Has anything changed since your last term relating to conflicts of medical reasons to  prevent you from serving on the board in a full  capacity?   
MR. VON LEHE:  It has not.  It has not, Mr.  Chairman.  Anybody have any questions?   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Representative Mack.   
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   Just a comment:  I'm proud that he's a constituent of  House District 109 in Charleston.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.   
SENATOR PEELER:  That means you just moved for a  favorable report.  Then I'll second that motion.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You move for a favorable report?
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Move to a favorable report.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Move for a favorable report.  All right.  Representative Mack and second by Senator Peeler.  Any discussion? 
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All in favor say,  "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Let it be known unanimously in that.  Senator Alexander, do you have his proxy?     
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Yes.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You understand you cannot get commitments until you're released from the committee 48 hours afterward.   
MR. VON LEHE:  I do understand that.   
MS. DERRICK:  11th Circuit, Mr. Michael J. Mungo.  I'll go check on him.  All right.  12th Circuit, Dr. C. Edward Floyd.  He has been screened.   
Dr. C. Edward Floyd
DR. FLOYD:  I'm Eddie Floyd.  I'm from Florence.  I live at 518 Rosewood Drive.  I've lived there for over 40 years.  I pay all my taxes, voter registration, four percent, everything in Florence.  And represented our district is Florence and Marion for quite a number of years.  I hope that the screening will be favorable.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Dr. Floyd, you pay the four percent on the home where you're in now?    
DR. FLOYD:  I do.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:   Okay.  Has anything changed since your last screening as far as your medical?  Any medical problems that prevent you from serving or any conflicts?   
DR. FLOYD:  I just do as much surgery as I used to.   But other than that, I'm good.   
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any questions from the committee?  Do I hear a motion?   
SENATOR PEELER:  Well on behalf of Senator McGill   from Williamsburg, and I move for favorable report on Dr. Floyd.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Second.    
SENATOR PEELER:  And then I will second it.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That's a good way to do it.  Okay.  A favorable report has been made and properly seconded.  Then all in favor say, "Aye."   
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?     
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, Dr. Floyd.  You understand that you can not seek commitments until 48 hours after the --   DR. FLOYD:  I do.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  Okay.  The people that we have just screened and you've come to the podium, y'all have all been screened properly and reported out favorably.  Does anybody have an objection to them being dismissed?  Okay.  That means y'all are  free to leave now.    
MS. DERRICK:  Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School. Wil Lou Gray.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Wil Lou Gray.    
MS. DERRICK:  Marilyn Edwards Taylor.  She has been screened before.    
Ms. Marilyn Edwards Taylor
MS. TAYLOR:  Hi.  I am Marilyn Edwards Taylor.  I reside at 413 Aiken Hunt Circle, Columbia.  I do receive my voter registration --  
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Hold on just moment there.  Okay. I'm sorry for that interruption.  We just needed to shut the doors.  If you would start over and speak into the mic.    
MS. TAYLOR:  Okay.  My name is Marilyn Edwards Taylor.  I reside at 413 Aiken Hunt Circle, Columbia.  I do receive my driver's license at that address along with my voter registration.  And I do pay my four percent property tax there.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Has anything changed with your health to prevent you from going to board meetings in a full capacity?     
MS. TAYLOR:  No.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Have any conflicts of interest arisen since your last screening?    
MS. TAYLOR:  No, sir.  It hasn't.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Nothing's changed since your last screening?    
MS. TAYLOR:  No, sir.  It hasn't.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Do I have a motion for favorable report?      
SENATOR PEELER:  Move for favorable report.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion for favorable report.      
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a second.  Any discussion?    
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All in favor say,  "Aye.:    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
MS. DERRICK:  Mr. Thomas B. Hamilton, Jr., has not been screened.    
Mr. Thomas B. Hamilton, Jr.
MR. HAMILTON:  My name is Tom Hamilton.  I'm Thomas B. Hamilton, Jr.  I reside at 133 West End Street in Chester, South Carolina 29706.  I pay my four percent property taxes there.  My driver's license is registered at that address.  I vote from that address.  And what else?     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?    
MR. HAMILTON:  No.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?    
MR. HAMILTON:  Yes.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?  And if one should arise, what would be your position?    
MR. HAMILTON:  No, I do not.  If I did, I would recuse myself.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?    
MR. HAMILTON:  No.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  If you would, briefly explain to this committee why you are interested in  serving and why you want to serve and what you think you can bring to the Wil Lou Gray.     
MR. HAMILTON:  My wife has been in public education, a middle school principal for the last 40 years.  And we've grown up around the kids.  There are, I understand, they're varied backgrounds.  I understand the hormonal changes that are going on in their lives, the push me/pull me internals going happening, and the peer pressures and the very backgrounds that they all experience.   I've also been fortunate enough to serve on the Chester City Council and the Chester County Council for almost 12 years.  And my background has come out of the chemical industry in sales.  And we built a lean -- which obviously processed control and quality and good manufacturing purposes.  Presently sell roofing   materials and it is made of hundred percent post consumer plastic bottle flakes.   In other words, we are taking what had normally been a landfill, putting value added properties on there and putting them on the roof.  So that will be up there for the next 30 years.  So anytime you hear that recycling doesn't work, it does work.  And I also have a certified degree, professional certification from the National Association of Home Builders.  And I'm on the board of trustees for Bethel United Methodist Church.  And I think that brings some value to, potential value to the board.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.     
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  A favorable report.  He's Methodist.  He's okay with me.    
SENATOR PEELER:  I'll second it and I'm a Baptist.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion that he be found qualified and reported out.  And I have properly seconded.  Any discussion?    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Chairman, just for the record, there's no residency required or anything for at-large candidates.  No residency required or anything like or at-large candidates --    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  So you're running for --    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  -- so they can live anywhere.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  All right.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?    
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
MR. HAMILTON:  Thank you.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  The candidates that we have screened for Wil Lou Gray, you have all been  reported out and at this time, you are free to leave with a reminder that you cannot seek any commitments until 48 hours after the board releases their report.  Thank you.     
MS. DERRICK:  Winthrop University.  3rd District, Janet Smalley.  She has been screened before.    
Ms. Janet Smalley
MS. SMALLEY:  Good afternoon.  My name is Janet Smalley.  My address is 202 East Maudlin Street, Walhalla.  I receive my four percent property tax notice at that address and pay property taxes on that property.   My driver's license address and my voter registration address are the same to 202 East Maudlin Street.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Ms. Smalley, has anything occurred that would prevent you from attending meetings of the board in a full capacity since your last screening?    
MS. SMALLEY:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings --    
MS. SMALLEY:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  -- on a regular basis?  Okay.  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?    
MS. SMALLEY:  No, sir.  I do not.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Do you hold any public position of honor or trust since your last screening that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?    
MS. SMALLEY:  No, sir.  I do not.    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Mr. Chairman, if I may, Ms. Smalley and I both are residents of Walhalla.  And I might add she's done an excellent job for Winthrop.  And her husband has been my best friend since before the 1st grade so.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  So is that a form of --    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  I'm getting around to it.  I move for a favorable report on Ms. Smalley.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  A motion.  Do I have a second?    
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the citizens of Oconee, Senator Alexander seconds the nomination that she be found for favorable report.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any discussion?     
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If there's no discussion, we'll bring it to a vote.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?  Aye's have it.  Let  it be known it's unanimous and thank you for wanting to serve.     
MS. SMALLEY:  Thank you.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  You are free to leave now.  That's all the unopposed for Winthrop.  Just remember you cannot receive commitments for 48 hours after the screening report is issued.    
 
MS. DERRICK:  Francis Marion University.  Mr. L.  Franklin Elmore.  He has been screened before.    
MR. ELMORE:  Mr. Chairman, my name is Frank Elmore.   I reside at 117 Babbs Hollow in Greenville, South Carolina.  My driver's license reflects that address.   My voter registration certificate reflects that address.   And I pay four percent sales tax based upon living at that address.  It has been my pleasure to have served on the Francis Marion board.  In my tenth year of my current term, which is currently expiring and that's why I'm seeking reelection.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Do you have any health-  related problems that the screening committee should be  made aware of since your last screening that prevents  you from serving on the board in full capacity?    
MR. ELMORE:  No, Mr. Chairman.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to continue to attend board meetings on regular basis?     
MR. ELMORE:  Yes, sir.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?    
MR. ELMORE:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And do you now hold any current position of honor or trust that, if elected to the  board, would cause you to violate the dual office  holding clause of the constitution?    
MR. ELMORE:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Do I have any questions from the committee?  I have no questions.  Do I have a motion?    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  I make a motion.    
SENATOR PEELER:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Representative Lanny Littlejohn for a favorable report.  And I have a second from the Senator from Cherokee.  Any discussion?      
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Be no discussion, we'll move to a vote.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?      
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Aye's.  Let it be known that you've been reported out favorably, unanimous.  That includes the other senators proxies.  Thank you, sir.  You understand that you cannot seek any commitments for 48 hours after the report of this committee is released.    
MR. ELMORE:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  And you may leave.    
MS. DERRICK:  At large, Seat 15.  Kenneth Jackson has been screened.    
MR. JACKSON:  Mr. Chairman and committee members, I am Ken Jackson.  I completed my third term on the Francis Marion Board.  I reside at 530 Ridgewood Drive in Florence.  I pay my four percent taxes and my driver's license at that address and my voter registration.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Has anything changed since your last screening?  Health-related problems that the committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?    
MR. JACKSON:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Since your last screening, considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?    
MR. JACKSON:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Since your last screening, do you have any interest professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?     
MR. JACKSON:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Since your last screening, do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?    
MR. JACKSON:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any member of the board have any questions?  Do I have a motion?    
SENATOR PEELER:  Move favorably.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  A motion of favorable report from Senator from Cherokee.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Second, Representative Littlejohn.  Any discussion?  No discussion, we'll move to the vote.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?  Let it be known that unanimous vote.  You may now leave.  I want to make  you aware of you cannot receive or ask for commitments  for 48 hours after you've been released, your report has  been released from this committee.    
MR. JACKSON:  Right.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You both may leave.     
MS. DERRICK:  That's all unopposed candidates.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That's all unopposed candidates.  We will now move into the opposed candidates.  The first one, I would like to add.  Let's see.  Yeah.  Okay.  I'll do the first one.    
MS. DERRICK:  Right.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Committee members I have a letter here from Senator Reese.  Have you all received it?  Have you all received the letter from Senator Reese?      
COMMITTEE:  Yes.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  What is the pleasure of the committee asking these 20 questions of each of these two candidates.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Chairman, I think you need to continue asking the questions you're asking, as far as I'm concerned.    
SENATOR PEELER:  I agree with Representative Littlejohn.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  It is totally legal.  All of this other is extra stuff.  What we're doing is legal.  And I would recommend we continue doing what we're doing.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Some of these questions, you know, it appears -- committee members will look at it.  Some of them are irrelevant.  I think we're going to ask all of the others.  What is the will of the committee?     
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Mr. Chairman, do you feel that some of these may be repetitious and don't need to be asked?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I think we cover a lot of them.   And some of them, I mean, whether you're married or not doesn't mean that -- if you're single, you're not disqualified.    
SENATOR PEELER:  Is it possible then to make a motion then and ask you to, you know, use your judgment on which ones to ask?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I got a request from a senator to ask the questions.  I just want to bring it to the committee.  I'll do whatever the committee wants done.    
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Mr. Chairman, I would agree with Representative Littlejohn.  But as chair, you have the discretion of one that you feel that want to pull out.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  I've got confidence in --    
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  But I would agree with Representative Littlejohn.  I think we have a process that meets the threshold of what our job is.  So I feel comfortable with what we're doing.
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  I make a recommendation we do not accept it the letter.     
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  I second that because we're doing totally what the law says in the questions  that you're asking, Mr. Chairman.  And I would second that motion.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  So you don't want to ask any of them or you just want to?    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  The questions that you're asking now that we've been asking.    
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, I think you're asking relevant questions that are on the letter anyway.   If you see some that may be relevant to the proceedings,  you as chair certainly have that prerogative, but just  to go one by one, I don't think is going to be  productive.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  I agree with that.    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  We could be here quite a while.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  These questions are basically aimed at one candidate and not both of them.  They both can't live at the same address.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  That letter goes for a -- to a particular city, Mr. Chairman, just referring to one candidate.  And that is just not right.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.     
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  My motion is to reject.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  I have a motion to reject  the letter and ask the questions we've been normally questioning.  And if any member here has a question that they want to ask, y'all all have copies of the letter and feel free to ask any.  Do I have a second?    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Second.    
SENATOR PEELER:  Everyone reserving their rights.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Everyone reserving their rights.   Okay.  I have a motion and second.  All in favor say,  "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?      
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Dr. Harold Jablon.  
Dr. Harold Jablon
Would you come forward.  Dr. Jablon, state your name.   
DR. JABLON:  Dr. Harold Jablon.  I live in Columbia, South Carolina at 171 Aspen Trail, where I've  lived for the past 16 years.  My voter registration and my driver's license reflect that.  And I pay my four percent tax at 171 Aspen Trail.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Do you have any health- related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?    
DR. JABLON:  No, sir.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?   
DR. JABLON:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board and if one should arise, what would be your position?   
DR. JABLON:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Sir?   
DR. JABLON:  Anything that will?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any conflicts of interest personally or professionally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?   
DR. JABLON:  If I understand right, no, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  If one should arise, what would be your position?   
DR. JABLON?  Once more?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If one should arise, what would be your position?  If a conflict should come up during your service on the board, what would you do?   
DR. JABLON?  I'm sorry.  I didn't, you know, my hearing and I did not hear the question.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?   
DR. JABLON?  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You are a doctor?   
DR. JABLON?  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  If a conflict of interest should arise, if you're successful in running for the board and being elected, while service on that board, if a conflict of interest should arise, what would be your position?   
DR. JABLON?  I would resign from the board if a conflict of interest arise.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You'd resign or would you recuse yourself of the vote?   DR. JABLON:  I would get rid of the conflict of interest.  If a conflict of interest should arise, and conflicts with my duties on the board?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.  Or a vote.  
DR. JABLON:  I would think -- hope they would not arise.  If they did, I would, you know, I would resolve myself of any conflict of interest.  I don't think any board member should have a conflict of interest that would -- certainly not on the board.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  So what you're saying:  You would recuse yourself from that vote?    
DR. JABLON:  Oh, you're talking about a vote on the board?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.   
DR. JABLON:  Oh, certainly I would excuse myself from the vote if there was a conflict of interest, but I would not, I think in my situation that wouldn't arise.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution of this state?   
DR. JABLON:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  Dr. Jablon, tell us why you want to serve on the board and what will bring  to the board?  
DR. JABLON:  Okay.  I'm a candidate for the Medical University of South Carolina board for a number of reasons.  I'm a 1971 graduate of the College of Dental Medicine there and we were the first graduating class.   Right now, this weekend we're dedicated the College of Dental Medicine facility, which I am excited about.  I love my school.   I've served in numerous capacities, received several accolades.  And some of the highlights would be in be serving on the MUSC Alumni Association, President.  And also served three terms on the Health Sciences Foundation board.  I was on the selection committee when Dr. Edwards retired.  I was also on the selection committee when -- retired.   I think being a candidate for the -- serving on the board of trustees is just a natural direction among Dr.  Greenberg's campaign promise.  It is a 3-year, 300 million dollar capital campaign drive.  April will be 2 years, we're already at 297 million dollars.  So I feel like with my involvement with that, within the budget crisis that we have now, that I would bring fund-raising capabilities to the board of trustees.  And also bring new ideas to a lot that goes into education, research, and patient care.  I also feel like I have the energy and the desire and admiration for MUSC.  And I feel like I would enhance the board at MUSC.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from the committee?    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  I move favorable  report.    
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions?    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Let's make sure I understood, you would recuse yourself from voting if there -- Dr. Jablon, you would recuse or not vote on a piece you, if there was a conflict of interest?
DR. JABLON:  If there was a conflict?     
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Yes.    
DR. JABLON:  I wouldn't.    
SENATOR WHITMIRE:  I thought that was you were saying.  I just wanted to --   
DR. JABLON:  If one would arise, I wouldn't.    
SENATOR WHITMIRE:  Okay.  Thank you.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Jablon, I want to ask you one question:  When did you say you graduated from the Medical University?   
DR. JABLON:  I did not say.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  When did you graduate from the --   
DR. JABLON:  1971.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  '71.   
DR. JABLON:  From the College of Dental Medicine.   I was in the first graduating class of our dental school.  That's why I mentioned that's why I'm so excited about our new College of Dental Medicine building that was dedicating this weekend.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any further questions?  Do I have a motion?    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  So moved.    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion and a second.  Any discussion?     
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All if favor of reporting this candidate out favorably say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Let it be known it's unanimous.   Thank you, sir.    
MS. DERRICK:  Dr. Thomas C. Rowland, Jr.   
Dr. Thomas C. Rowland, Jr.
DR. ROWLAND:  Mr. Chairman, I'm Tommy Rowland.  And I'm running for re-election for the board of trustees from the 2nd congressional district as a medical member of the board of trustees.  I reside at 705 Maple Street.   My voter registration is in Ward 33 of Richland County.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Is that Maple Street in Columbia?   
DR. ROWLAND:  Yes, sir.  I'm sorry.  My automobiles are registered at that address.  My driver's license is that address.  And was there another question that I?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You pay your property taxes, four percent property at that address?   
DR. ROWLAND:  I pay my four percent property taxes at that address.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Dr. Rowland, there was a question about your property tax at one time.  And I believe you have since corrected all that and you transferred all your property taxes back to where you live?
DR. ROWLAND:  Yes, sir.  And I'll be glad to explain that if it's the will of --     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We have documentation with the committee.  All of the committee members have the documentation so.    
SENATOR WHITMIRE:  We're good.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Does anybody else have a problem with that?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Tell us about your service and why you want to continue serving.   
DR. ROWLAND:  After I had been in Columbia in medical practice of OB/GYN about four or five years, I realized that it was appropriate for me to give something back to my community.  So at that point, I served on the board of directors of the Cancer Society,   Executive Council of the Boy Scouts.  I was on the board of trustees at Heathwood Hall School.  And I was a deacon in the church, Eastminister Presbyterian Church in Columbia.  I have served as president of South Carolina Medical Association, South Carolina OB/GYN Association, Southern Medical Association, Southern GYN Association, and I've been the treasurer of the American College of OB/GYN.  I was selected by John Hopkins University to be a consultant for them to teach family planning and surgical gynecology in third world countries.  And to do that, I took a month off from my practice in Columbia every year for 15 years and went to such countries as Nigeria, Pakistan, Ghana, Afghanistan, India, Liberia, Mainland China, and even New Guinea.   I served as a member on and chairman of the advisory board of the old C&S Bank in Columbia.  And I currently serve on the advisory board of the National Bank of South Carolina in Columbia.  I've been awarded the Order of the Palmetto on two occasions.  One from the democrat, one from a republican.  I have been designated a distinguished alumnus of MUSC in 1994.  I've been a member of the board of trustees at MUSC representing the 2nd Congressional District since 1982.  I served as vice chairman for a two-year term and have been chairman for three, two-year terms.  I currently represent the board of trustees on the MUSC Foundation, which is a fund-raising organization.  And in the past two years, we're raised over $300 million dollars.  I also serve on the board of directors of the University of Medical Associates at UMA, which is a faculty organization at the university which supports the university financially in a tremendous amount.   And I've been on that board for several years.  I also serve on the board of directors of the Foundation for Research and Development at Medical University, which is a relatively new foundation because we've gotten so many young professors who are innovative and come up inventing medical devices, combinations of drugs, and so forth, that need patented.  And this foundation serves the faculty in that way, to help them to get licenses and patents for what they develop.   We're in the process -- we have just opened up  Innovation Building in cooperation with South Carolina  Research Authority in Charleston with young scientist  have laboratory space to work and develop their  products.   We're in the process at the Foundation of Research and Development, we're in the process of with South Carolina Research Authority and the City of Charleston for the possibility of developing a research park.  It's not as quite as big as the research triangle that Columbia has or North Carolina.  Research park on land between Highway 17 and The Citadel, which would serve as a further area for research development for our faculty.   I've served the university for these 27 years with great satisfaction and feeling that I'm making a contribution to the university and to the state.  And I appreciate the confidence of the legislature in allowing me to serve.    
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, I don't want to interrupt you, Doctor, but I have one real quick question:  Dr. Rowland, how many times did you volunteer be doctor of the day for the General Assembly?  I was curious about that the other day?   
DR. ROWLAND:  Well, I've been doctor of the day I think at least once a year or every year since you and I both -- I think you were elected to the Senate the same year I was elected to the board and I've been a doctor of the day four or five times this year because I obviously wanted exposure to the legislature.    
SENATOR PEELER:  Thank you.   
DR. ROWLAND:  I had the privilege of treating Senator Peeler the other day, and I hope he feels  better.    
SENATOR PEELER:  I feel better but -- ribs cracked over the weekend.  A cow bumped into him.   
DR. ROWLAND:  Senator Peeler's been wrestling with cows and I can't stop him from doing that.    
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, I've heard enough.   I'll move a favorable report on Dr. Rowland.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Would you hold that motion for just a second?    
SENATOR PEELER:  Okay.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  There were some questions brought up about Dr. Rowland's residency.  Myself and members of this committee looked into it.  And I have in my possession here a driver's license of Dr. Rowland at 705 Maple Street in Columbia.  I have a voter registration of Dr. Rowland at 705 Maple Street, Columbia.  I have a letter from -- I have the registration of Marsha Adams, of the vehicle, at 705 Maple Street in Columbia.  Both his vehicles.  His wife's vehicle and his vehicle.  And I also have an attorney general's opinion concerning residency which does not disqualify him.  I also have a letter from the assessor's office and also the treasurer of the tax of the Georgetown County stating that he paid six percent taxes on his property down there and four percent -- it's also verified that you paid four percent at your property in Columbia, now.  I think we have looked at this very thoroughly.  If any member feels like that there's anything else needs to be looked into to be brought up to the question of his residency?    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  No.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  The Senator from Cherokee, you want to go with your motion?    
SENATOR PEELER:  Yes.    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  I have a motion and a  second.  Any discussion?      
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All in favor say, "Aye."     
COMMITTEE:  Aye.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Dr. Rowland, this committee finds you qualified.  I want to advise you that you cannot seek commitments until 48 hours after you are released from this committee and the report is issued.  If you do, that would be illegal and you would have to suffer the consequences.   
DR. ROWLAND:  And I understand that to mean that I can't ask for a vote; is that correct?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.  Until the 48 hours after we release the report.   
DR. ROWLAND:  But I can continue to shake hands and --    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You shake hands, identify  yourself, and tell them you on the board or anything  else.  You just cannot get commitments to ask them to vote for you.  And you can't get anybody else to go ask them to vote for you.   
DR. ROWLAND:  Thank you, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, Dr. Rowland.   
DR. ROWLAND:  Thank you, sir.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Chairman, Representative Mack votes "Aye."    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Sir?
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Representative Mack votes "Aye."     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Then all voting was unanimous.  The senator for Cherokee has two proxies.     Thank you.  Dr. Jablon and Dr. Rowland, you're both free to leave.   
DR. JABLON:  Thank you.   
DR. ROWLAND:  Thank you.    
MS. DERRICK:  6th District, Non-medical.  Mr.  Charlie Appleby.
Mr. Charlie Appleby
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Come forward, Mr. Appleby.  Also, I'd like to add to that we have a letter from the Joseph Good, General Counsel, verifying what we just talked about with Dr. Rowland.  Okay.  State your name.    
MR. APPLEBY:  Charlie Appleby.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Mr. Appleby, you've been screened before this committee, too.  But I'm going to have to ask you these questions.    
MR. APPLEBY:  Sure.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?    
MR. APPLEBY:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, will you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?     
MR. APPLEBY:  Yes, sir.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?    
MR. APPLEBY:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?    
MR. APPLEBY:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And one more:  If a conflict should present itself while you're serving on the board, what would be your position?    
MR. APPLEBY:  I would abstain from that particular vote.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, sir.  Answer --    
MR. APPLEBY:  You didn't ask me about the four percent --    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I'm getting to that.  Okay.  If you would state to the committee where your address is, what your voter registration is, your driver's license, your address, and where you pay your four percent property tax.
MR. APPLEBY:  Senator, I'm 67 years old.  I live in a retirement community which has been a wonderful move for me.  So I therefore own no property.  I cleaned up all my estate.  I sold all my taxes, I sold all my stock, I sold everything and put it into money.  And so therefore, I do not pay any four percent tax.  Okay.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  The retirement home in which you live, is it in the district for which you are running?    
MR. APPLEBY:  It is in the district, the 6th District.  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any vehicles registered in your name?    
MR. APPLEBY:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Are they at the retirement home or?    
MR. APPLEBY:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Where are they registered?    
MR. APPLEBY:  Right there at the retirement center.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Your voter registration registered at the retirement center?    
MR. APPLEBY:  Yes, sir.  My voter registration is
 at the retirement center.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All right.  Tell us, Mr. Appleby, why you want to serve on the board.    
MR. APPLEBY:  Senators and members of the committee, I served on this board for four years.  I enjoyed it.  I thought I did a wonderful job.  I come to a realization that I have the time now and the energy that I feel like I can be an asset to the Medical University.  My father finished there as a dentist back in years and years ago.   My brother finished there as a medical doctor.  And I have some very close relationships with staff, residents, and I would like to go back and serve again.   That's it, Senator.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from any of the members of the board?  Okay.  Mr. Appleby?    
MR. APPLEBY:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You are now content with the fact that your opponent lives where he applied like he told us earlier?    
MR. APPLEBY:  This four percent has come up again, Senator.  My opponent owns a house at 2734 Cypress Bend Road in Florence.  And that is where he's -- his four percent is attached to.  And that would happen to be the 5th district.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You have some information on that?    
MR. APPLEBY:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Documentation?
MR. APPLEBY:  Yes, sir.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If you would pass it up.  All. right.  Any questions for Mr. Appleby?   
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Be no questions.  Do I have a motion?    
SENATOR PEELER:  Move for favorable report.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We have a motion for a favorable report.  Do I have a second?    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Motion and properly seconded.  Any discussion?      
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?    
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Let it be known there were   proxies for both Senators.  Okay.  Let it be known that it was unanimous.  Okay.  Next is Mr. Robinson Tallon.    
Mr. Robin Tallon
MR. TALLON:  Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee.  I'm very pleased to have this opportunity to come before you again seeking qualification to serve my second term on the Medical University Board.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Tallon, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?    
MR. TALLON:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?    
MR. TALLON:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that would present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?    
MR. TALLON:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And if one should arise, what would be your position?    
MR. TALLON:  I would recuse myself.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?    
MR. TALLON:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Mr. Tallon, tell us why you want to continue serving on the board.    
MR. TALLON:  I would like to continue my service.  I've been privileged to be on the board for the past four years.  And I, as a non-medical member, as a lay. member, I have developed great appreciation and understanding for the Medical University far beyond what one may think of its mission.  Under President Ray Greenberg and leaders here, it's a highly respected staff and associates at Medical University.  And University Hospital is enjoying significance in recognition, not only in this country, but borderline.  And I would like to be continuing my small little role on the board of trustees.  It's an excellent board in providing leadership, guidance, to see this institution grow not only for the health of South Carolina, but for the general economic development.  And it attracts so many business opportunities and economic opportunities to the state.  In closing, just a small little situation.  The other day, my wife called me and she said, "I've got some bad news, Robin."   She said, "But there's something you'll find quite positive in it."  And I said, "Well, my goodness, what is it?"  Well she's a dean of education at a small university over on the eastern shore of Maryland.  And she said one of her professors came in and he had to take a 10-day leave of absence.  That his wife was diagnosed earlier in the week with pancreatic cancer.  And only five hospitals in the United States that were recommended for this lady to go to, to get this.   procedure done.  And, of course, they live right in the shadow of John Hopkins Medical enterprise.  And anyway, she went on to tell me that the professor's wife was already at MUSC in Charleston.  And I did ask.  I said, "Well why would they not go to Hopkins?"  And there were only five places in the country that did that.  She said, "Well, they've had something -- they weren't satisfied with something that had happened."  I'm just very proud to report and, of course, it was so interesting because my wife has been down to MUSC with me.   And the professor had no idea that that was -- that she had any relationship.  My wife reflected on that.   And I tell you this is one of many reasons I hear about things like this all the time.  Thank you.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions by any member of the board?      
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  With no questions, let me inform the board of this.  We have asked if we have a previous letter from the Attorney General's office verifying his residency.  We have now a packet was sent to SLED by Mr.  Charlie Appleby asking them to look into his residency.  I have a report back just received from SLED and had conversation with Sophia on the telephone.  And I just want to read it for the record.  "Per our previous conversation, this email is to verify the address of Robin Tallon, which is 4432 Millstone Circle, Florence.   Please call if you got any questions."  Signed by Sabrina Lattimore Matthews, Administrative Assistant to this chief -- the Office of Chief of Staff, SLED.     So I think that probably puts this matter to rest.   Unless some of the members feels differently.  Do I have any questions from anybody?      
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If no questions, do I have a motion?    
SENATOR PEELER:  So moved, Mr. Chairman.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion to find him qualified.  Do I have a second?    
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion from the Senator from Cherokee and a second by Representative Mack.  Any discussion?      
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  We'll take it to a vote.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And the proxies will be voting in that manner.  Okay.  It will be recorded as unanimous. .   Mr. Appleby and Mr. Tallon, you both understand you cannot seek commitments until 48 hours after we release the report from this committee.  And if you do so, that is a violation of state law.   And therefore, you're both free to leave.  You can check in, whatever you want to do and introduce yourself, but --    
MR. TALLON:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  -- you can't ask for a commitment.    
MR. APPLEBY:  Thank you.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  For the committee, I have a request of -- we had a gentleman who was not here earlier.  He was out.  He's been sick and he has asthma.   And at this time, I would like to go back to the University of South Carolina and take him up so he can  be screened.    
MS. DERRICK:  11th Circuit, Michael J. Mungo.  He has been screened before.  Running unopposed.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Mungo, let me ask you a few  questions.  Since your last election, do you have any  health-related problems that the screening committee  should be made aware of that would prevent you from your serving on the board in a full capacity?  Speak into the  mic, please.     
MR. MUNGO:  No.  There is nothing to prevent me from serving.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?    
MR. MUNGO:  Yes, I would.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?    
MR. MUNGO:  None.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?    
MR. MUNGO:  No, I do not.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  If a conflict should arise during your service on the board that would present a conflict of interest, what would be your position?    
MR. MUNGO:  I would take no position.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Take no position or would you recuse yourself?    
MR. MUNGO:  I would recuse myself.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  All right.  This candidate has been screened before.  Let me ask you this:  Where do you pay your four percent property taxes?     
MR. MUNGO:  I pay them in Lexington County.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  What's the address?    
MR. MUNGO:  201 Saint Andrews Road.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That's where you currently live?    
MR. MUNGO:  That's correct.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Your car -- your vehicle registered at?    
MR. MUNGO:  I think my vehicles are registered at my office, which is 441 Western Lane, which is Irmo.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yeah.  That's still in the area.   Your voter registration registered on Saint Andrews Road?    
MR. MUNGO:  Yes.  That's correct.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any member have any questions?    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  I just sympathize with Mr. Mungo having asthma.  My wife has it and I --    
MR. MUNGO:  I apologize for my dress, but I had a severe asthma attack.  I had to go to the doctor to get a shot.  I generally wear a tie and coat, but it's too tight to breathe for me.  So I apologize for being late.    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  We certainly understand.    
MR. MUNGO:  I've been on this board forever.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Mungo is unopposed.  Any questions from the board?     
SENATOR PEELER:  Move for a favorable report.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion by the senator from Cherokee; it's a favorable report.  Do I hear a second?    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Properly seconded.  Any discussion?    
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All in favor say,  "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Proxies will be voted with that making it unanimous.  Thank you, Mr. Mungo.  You cannot get any commitments until 48 hours after the report is published.    
MR. MUNGO:  Thank you very much.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, sir.  You are free to leave.    
MS. DERRICK:  SC State University, 3rd District.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  I would like to go into executive session before we go with SC State to give the board some information.  Do I have a motion?    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  So moved.
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.     
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, are you going to let them -- can we go through the rest of them to keep them from having to wait and just carry over the others and  then just -- I'm just trying to be cognizant of the  people who have to wait, but whatever you want to do.    
MS. DERRICK:  You want to go to USC?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Let's go to USC.  That's what I was trying to do a while ago.  We will not take SC State at this time.  We'll move forward with the next group, will be --    
MS. DERRICK:  University of South Carolina.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  -- University of South Carolina.    
MS. DERRICK:  1st Circuit, Dr. Sharon Eden.
Dr. Sharon Eden
DR. EDEN:  Good afternoon, Chairman, the rest of the committee.  I'm Dr. Sharon Inabinet Eden, a lifelong resident of Calhoun County.  I live at 371 True Blue Road, Saint Matthews in the Fort Motte community of Calhoun County.  I pay my four percent taxes there and my driver's license and voter registration is there as well.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If you will answer the following questions.  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?    
DR. EDEN:  No, I do not.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to  attend board meetings on a regular basis?   
DR. EDEN:  Yes, I would.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests personally or professionally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?  And if one should arise, what would be your position?
DR. EDEN:  I have no conflicts.  I would recuse myself of any issues that might come up.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the  board, would cause you to violate the dual office  holding clause of the constitution?   DR. EDEN:  No, I do not.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  All right.  If you would, please state why you want to serve on the board.   
DR. EDEN:  First, I want to state that I love my university.  I have a undergraduate degree in biology and a post-doctorate degree and residency in obstetrics and gynecology from the University of South Carolina.  I have served on the Gamecock Club board of directors for the past several years.  And in the fall, was on the Procedures Committee there and realize that I would like to offer my services to the University in general, as well, and not just restrict it to the athletic department.  I feel as a parent, as a business woman, in this position, volunteer, Clinical Associate Professor with USC Department of OB/GYN, that I can make significant contributions to the board and to our university.  I would like to abide by the university mission statement, which is to provide service, education, creative activity and research to our state's diverse citizens.   I, too, am interested, as Dr. Rowland mentioned in the Medical University, in creating something called the Research Corridor to pass between Clemson, USC, and MUSC; to increase jobs, promote our economy and our state and promote better understanding and cooperation between our universities, which I think is needed.  As a businesswoman, I well understand the importance of running a cost-effective organization as well as not compromising, however, the quality of care.  I think it is important to try to maintain tuition costs as a joint effort before the university and our state government so that we can help promote education in our -- among our students, and excuse me, as well as to promote a cooperation between the university and our government as well.  I think in this sense, we can have the University of South Carolina students excel in jobs that we would all create together.  We could move South Carolina forward in this day and time.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any members of the committee have any questions?    
SENATOR PEELER:  I think John Land was right.  Move for a favorable report.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Move for a favorable report by the senator from Cherokee.  Second?    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Properly seconded.  Offer any discussion.  No discussion.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?     
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Let it be known that it's unanimous.  Thank you.    
MS. DERRICK:  Boyd McLeod.
Mr. Boyd McLeod
MR. MCLEOD:  Mr. Chairman, I'm Boyd McLeod.  I reside at 20 Academy Road, Saint Matthews, South Carolina along with my driver's license, my voter  registration, and my four percent property tax.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Let me ask you these questions.  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?    
MR. MCLEOD:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, will you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?    
MR. MCLEOD:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?  And if a conflict should arise while serving on the board, what would be your position?    
MR. MCLEOD:  I would recuse myself from voting and discussion.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any present conflicts of interests?  It's a two-part question.    
MR. MCLEOD:  Oh, no, sir.  No conflicts of interest.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board would cause you violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?
MR. MCLEOD:  Yes, sir.  I'm currently chairman of the Calhoun County Zoning Appeals Board of which I would resign immediately and be happy to give up.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  Okay.  Tell us why you want to serve on the board.    
MR. MCLEOD:  Mr. Chairman and committee members, I want to thank you for this opportunity today.  The University of South Carolina has meant so much to me over my lifetime.  It's where I met my wife of 13 years, who I actually met serving as a page right here in the Senate.  My entire family has graduated from public institutions in South Carolina.  My father graduated from The Citadel, my mother from Carolina, and my sister from Clemson.   To put it simply, just like every other candidate up here today, I do love this university.  And after the last four years of serving on the board of visitors, appointed by Mr. Wienges, I have learned how much I want to give back and help in the time that's needed.  And the other things that are required to give back to the university to make it a great university for our students.  As a businessman, with over hundred employees, I see the need for education every day.   A lot of our employees are all four-year college graduates and I see the need for that.  Keeping education as economically feasible today is the most important thing we can do to make our citizens more job ready for tomorrow.  And I also would like to help keep the tuition down and the debt load at a reasonable requirement.  Thank you, Senator Knotts.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Thank you, sir.  Does any members of the board have any questions for this candidate?    
SENATOR PEELER:  I move favorable.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion from the Senator from Cherokee.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  I second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Second by Representative Littlejohn for a favorable report.  Any discussion?    
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And the proxies going to vote the same way?    
SENATOR PEELER:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Let it be known it's unanimous.  Thank you, sir.    
MR. MCLEOD:  Thank you.    
MS. DERRICK:  3rd Circuit, Mr. Jack Osteen.
Mr. Jack Osteen
MR. OSTEEN:  Thank you.  My name is Jack Osteen.  I
  2   live 4 Swan Lake Drive in Sumter.  I pay four percent property tax there.  My voter registration is there in the Swan Lake precinct.  My car is also registered there.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  The following questions.  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full  capacity?    
MR. OSTEEN:  No, sir.  I do not.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?    
MR. OSTEEN:  Yes.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All right.  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?  And if one should arise, what would be your position?    
MR. OSTEEN; No, I do not and I would recuse myself from the situation.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the  board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?     
MR. OSTEEN:  I do not.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And tell us briefly why you want to serve.    
MR. OSTEEN:  I've spent the majority of my life living and working in Sumter for my family business, 115 years of serving Sumter, Lee, and Clarendon Counties.   Also, I have family ties in Williamsburg County.  I've witnessed first hand the positive impact USC Sumter has   had on the entire 3rd Judicial Circuit having served on the advisory and foundation boards for a number of years.   If elected to the board, I plan to use my position to make the Sumter campus an even stronger part of the University of South Carolina system.  My goal is always the same, which is to work enthusiastically in order to improve the organization and community it serves.  I'm a  proud 1993 graduate of the University of South Carolina  and willing to tackle many issues facing higher  education just about as I've tackled the tough and  sometimes unpopular issues in my own community.  I feel like I've gained the confidence of much of my local delegation to give the 3rd Judicial Circuit the best representation possible.  My track record of community service and public service has proven that.  And I am not afraid to tackle the tough issues facing University of South Carolina Board of Trustees.  I excel under pressure and look forward to the opportunity to help create policies that will allow our academic and athletic program to thrive  on a local, state, national and global levels.  Thank  you.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Thank you.  Any questions of the committee?      
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If not, do I have a motion?    
SENATOR PEELER:  Move for favorably report.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Motion from the Senator from Cherokee.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Second.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Second by Representative  Littlejohn.  Any discussion?    
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All in favor say,  "Aye."
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?      
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  The vote is unanimous.    
MR. OSTEEN:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.     
MS. DERRICK:  C. Dorn Smith, III.
Mr. C. Dorn Smith, III
DR. SMITH:  Good afternoon.  I'm Dorn Smith from Turbeville.  I live at 2322 Burnt Branch Road, Lake City, South Carolina which is Clarendon County.  That's where I vote in Barrineau precinct, which is also Clarendon County as well.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?   
DR. SMITH:  No, sir.  I do not.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?
DR. SMITH:  Yes, sir.  I will.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that would present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?  And if a conflict should arise, what would be your position?   
DR. SMITH:  I would recuse myself from any discussion and/or votes.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution? 
DR. SMITH:  Yes, sir, I do.  I currently serve on the legislative audit committee.  I would resign that.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  If you would, tell us briefly why you want to serve.   
DR. SMITH:  Yes, sir.  I'm a lifelong resident.  I grew up in Clarendon County where education was at a premium.  In order for our children to get ahead in this world, we have to be able to educate them.  And the flagship university is the key to doing that through outreach and our branches.  As a graduate of the USC  School of Medicine, I look forward to being the first  graduate of the USC School of Medicine to serve on the  board and be able to help us continue to focus on the  rural needs of our country and our state and be able to  educate our children.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from members of the  board?    
SENATOR PEELER:  No, sir.  You just handed out a --    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes.    
SENATOR PEELER:  -- letter.  I didn't know if you were going to take that up?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I'm going to read this to the board.  I believe everyone has a copy of it.  It's from Senator Phil Leventis.  It says, "It has come to the attention that Dr. C. Dorn Smith, who has filed as a candidate for the USC Board of Trustees from Clarendon County, is actually not a resident of Clarendon County.   He resides in Florence County, where his wife is registered to vote and where they claim a homestead exemption on their home to receive a four percent tax rate.  	While Dr. Smith is a wonderful gentleman who does great work, it is required that he live within the district he seeks to represent on the board of trustees.   He is currently a member of the Legislative Audit Council with a term that extends to 2013 and lists his address as Florence."  Dr. Dorn, do you list your address as Florence --   
DR. SMITH:  No, sir.  I list my address --    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  -- with the Legislative Audit Committee?   DR. SMITH:  When I was appointed to that, I was living in Florence at that time, Senator.  And I have since moved back to the farm after that.  And since I  also have my concealed weapons permit where SLED  investigated me back -- it was issued in November of  this year that shows that I am a legal residence of  Clarendon County.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  How about your driver's license?
DR. SMITH:  My driver's license also says Clarendon County.  It's actually Lake City, but it's in Clarendon County.  And I vote in Barrineau, which is also in Clarendon County, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All right.  Do you receive a four percent property tax in Clarendon County on your property?   
DR. SMITH:  Senator Leventis handed me that today.  I was unaware that my wife hadn't handled that for me.   Her mother is dying of liver cancer and so she hasn't handled that.  She was supposed to take care of moving the homestead exemption as well as moving her voter registration and obviously with her mother dying of liver cancer, it's not been her -- she's been a little distracted.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Does she reside with you in Clarendon County?   
DR. SMITH:  She does indeed, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Would you provide the staff copies of those documents that you just said?   
DR. SMITH:  Absolutely.  I'd be happy to.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And she'll make copies and return them to you.   
DR. SMITH:  Yes, sir.  I'd be happy to.    
SENATOR PEELER:  I've heard enough and I move a favorable report on Dr. Smith.     
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  I second.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion from the Senator from Cherokee and a second from Representative  Littlejohn Favorable report.  Any discussion?    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  I've just got one thing to say.  It seems to me that the gentleman has reputed.  This bothers me that letters come like this questioning, you know, his residency and stuff.  I mean, he's obviously a gentleman of high esteem in his community.   So I don't know.  I guess I just have a problem sometimes when people get accused of something.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I think he stated that he is correcting that situation with the property tax.   
DR. SMITH:  Yes, sir.    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Okay.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  It was being paid four percent in Florence. 
DR. SMITH:  That is correct.  Well it's good for me because the taxes are higher in Clarendon County.  I'll get a better deal.    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  So that Burnt Branch is in Clarendon?   
DR. SMITH:  Yes, sir.  Where I grew up, we claimed Turbeville, because we had a Turbeville home phone number.  We've got a Lake City address.  We voted in Barrineau.  I went to high school in New Zion.  And when it came out to play at American Legion Baseball, I had to go to Olanta.  So I don't know where I'm from.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Did you say, "Olanta"?   
DR. SMITH:  Olanta.  Not Atlanta.  It's not  Atlanta.    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Okay.  Well, you have   thoroughly confused me now.   
DR. SMITH:  Clarendon, Lee, Sumter, Florence, all run together.  It's right down the middle of nowhere.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I'm glad to know, glad to be somebody from Olanta.   
DR. SMITH:  Thank you, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  My step-grandfather and my step-grandmother was living when I was about 3 years old.   
DR. SMITH:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I lived in Olanta for a couple of years.   
DR. SMITH:  Well we still do business in Olanta every single day.  Citizens Bank is headquartered there.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you know a Dr. Welch?   
DR. SMITH:  Extremely well.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  He treated me when I got run over by an A-model Ford in the Christmas parade.
DR. SMITH:  They still probably got the same A-Model Ford now there, too, Senator.   
SENATOR PEELER:  That probably explains why you act the way you do.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I'm scared to death of A-Models.    
SENATOR PEELER:  Chairman, if we're through with the serious business I've got a question.  Have you ever been told you sound just like our reading clerk?   
DR. SMITH:  John Wienges and I were in the same   fraternity.  And he was my little brother in college.     
SENATOR PEELER:  You have the same accent.  You picked up on that accent.   
DR. SMITH:  We called him "Spanky" back then.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Spanky?   
DR. SMITH:  Spanky Wienges.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  He will be called that Tuesday.    
SENATOR PEELER:  I repeat my motion as favorable report.    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We have a motion of favorable report, properly seconded.  Any discussion?    
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  No discussion.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Let it be known that it's unanimous.     
MS. DERRICK:  5th Circuit, Mr. William C. Hubbard.
Mr. William C. Hubbard
MR. HUBBARD:  Good afternoon.  My name is William Hubbard.  I live a 4329 Woodleigh Road in Columbia South Carolina.  I vote -- my voter registration is at that address.  I pay four percent property taxes at that address.  My vehicles are registered at that address.  The zip code is 29206 in Richland County.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  This applicant has been screened before.  Has anything changed from your last screening that would permit you from serving on the board in a full capacity?    
MR. HUBBARD:  No, sir, Mr. Chairman.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Your present occupation, anything changed to make you not be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?    
MR. HUBBARD:  No, sir, Mr. Chairman.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of  interest because of your service on the board?    
MR. HUBBARD:  No, sir, Mr. Chairman.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And if one should arise, what would be your position?    
MR. HUBBARD:  I would recuse myself.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And do you hold any public office position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?    
MR. HUBBARD:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Tell us briefly why you want to continue serving.    
MR. HUBBARD:  Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, as you know South Carolina still has challenges.  We still have an under-served population when it comes to higher education.  We're below the national average in the number of citizens that have baccalaureate degrees.  We have to do a better job of utilizing all of our resources, provide more access more economically for the people of South Carolina.  And to make sure that education is a high quality education so that the next generation of South Carolinians can compete in an ever increasing global economy.   I feel like I've been a conscientious board member  trying to keep costs down, accessibility up, and quality  up are things I believe strongly in.  We all have to work together to provide a greater higher education opportunity.  I think I bring some leadership qualities to the board of the University of South Carolina that have been recognized by my peers.  And certainly, I'm very proud of receiving in 2009 the DistinguishedAlumnus Award from the University of South Carolina.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any members have a question?    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Mr. Hubbard, I see where you were declared a super lawyer.  Do you charge more?    
MR. HUBBARD:  No, sir.  In fact, I don't think I've been charging anybody the last couple of weeks.  I'm just trying to hang on to a few clients right now.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other questions from any members?  No questions.    
SENATOR PEELER:  Move for a favorable report.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  There's a motion for favorable report --    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  -- from the Senator from Cherokee.  Properly seconded by Representative Littlejohn.  Any discussion?  No discussion.  Call it to a vote.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?  Let it be unanimous.    
MR. HUBBARD:  Thank you, sir.  Thank you very much, committee.
MS. DERRICK:  Mr. Russ "Chip" McKinney, Jr.
Mr. Russ “Chip” McKinney, Jr.
MR. MCKINNEY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members of the committee.  My name is Russ McKinney, Jr.  I live at 537 Santee Avenue in Columbia, Richland County.  I pay four percent tax there and driver's license and car is registered there.  I vote in Ward 1, City of Columbia.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That's where you're registered at that address?    
MR. MCKINNEY:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on this board in a full capacity?    
MR. MCKINNEY:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to  attend board meetings on a regular basis?    
MR. MCKINNEY:  Yes.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?  If one should arise, what would be your position?    
MR. MCKINNEY:  I would recuse myself from participating.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?     
MR. MCKINNEY:  No.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Tell us, Mr. McKinney, briefly why you feel like you would be an asset to the board and want to serve.    
MR. MCKINNEY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee.  I would be honored to continue to serve you in Richland.  I worked at the university from 1988 to 2008.  For 20 years, I served as director of public affairs and director of communications.  So like I said, I would be honored if I was elected to continue to serve my alma mater.   I think I'd bring a unique perspective to the board of trustees.  I was a 1973 graduate of Carolina.  And like many of the students, I think, that are there today I was the first person in my family who attended college and graduate from college.  So I think a lot of the issues that we're dealing with today as far as access and costs of higher education are issues that particularly resonate, still resonate with me.   And those are matters that I would be extremely interested in, in working with if I were elected to the board.  I'd be happy to answer any questions.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do I have any questions from any committee members?     
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Just a comment.  Mr..   McKinney is a graduate of Spartanburg Methodist College.   That's a good school and I recommend him favorably.    
SENATOR PEELER:  Spartanburg High School, too, Mr.  Littlejohn.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  The high school also.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other member have question?    
SENATOR PEELER:  I was a graduate of Gaffney High School.  I reluctantly second.    
MR. MCKINNEY:  We were one and two my years there.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  We can -- yes, sir?    
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  And maybe I ask you to talk about continuing to serve the university at your capacity, but you do not have a capacity with the university at this time?    
MR. MCKINNEY:  No, sir.  I left the university in 2008.  And I have no business relationship --    
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  No continuity there, no business there?    
MR. MCKINNEY:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You don't have any connections to the university except --    
MR. MCKINNEY:  Use to the alumni association.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  I have a motion and a second.  Any discussion?  If no discussion, all in favor say, "Aye."     
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?  Let the record reflect it was unanimous.    
MS. DERRICK:  13th Circuit, Mr. Richard A. "Dick" Jones, Jr.
Mr. Richard A. “Dick” Jones, Jr.
MR. JONES:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman and other distinguished members of the committee.  I appreciate the opportunity to address you today concerning my candidacy for the USC seat on the 13th Judicial Circuit.   My address is 15 Bachman Court, Greenville, South Carolina.  That address is my legal residence for purposes for tax assessment.  And it is also my address for purposes of my voting registration.  It is also the address of my personal vehicle registration.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  If you would answer the following questions.  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in full capacity?    
MR. JONES:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?     
MR. JONES:  Absolutely.  Yes, sir.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?  And if one should arise, what would be your position?    
MR. JONES:  I would recuse myself and I would do that in case of an actual or any apparent conflict of interest.  I think that's very important.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any presently?    
MR. JONES:  No, sir.  No, sir.  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?    
MR. JONES:  No, sir, Mr. Chairman.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  If you would, please tell us a little briefly why you offer for service.    
MR. JONES:  Yes, sir.  I would like to make a short statement.  I understand that the statement that we submitted will be inserted --    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes.    
MR. JONES:  -- into the record.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  In fact, we have reviewed.  We have your record up here just like we do all the other candidates.  And it will be made part of the record.     
MR. JONES:  Thank you, sir.  At this stage of my life, I want to give back to the university that established the education and foundation of my life for my tax and business legal practice.  As the years have passed, I've tried to focus on what is really important in life.  And in this case, to offer my talents and time.  Truly it gave me a great education and skills to be successful in life.   I know the people of the 13th Judicial Circuit.  I was raised in Pickens County in Easley.  I practiced law in Greenville for over 33 years.  My ancestors settled in southern Greenwood County almost 200 years ago.  I know and love the University of South Carolina.  I have undergraduate and law degrees from USC.   My three children have attended or are attending currently the university at both the undergraduate and graduate degree levels.  In fact, I have one right over here.  My name's sake who's furthering his education by being present today.  I have a diverse and legal background that should be helpful to the USC board.  I have a masters of laws and taxation from Georgetown Law Center.   I served as a trial attorney with the U.S. Treasury Department.  And as chief legislative assistant in the United States Senate as well as minority council for one of the sub-committees of the U.S. Senate Judiciary.  Committee.  My law practices included legal and regulatory aspects of tax exempt entities such as hospitals and educational institutions.  In addition, my training and experience in planned giving, financial operations, marketing, and public relationship, should  be helpful to the university.  I am a committed and disciplined individual.   I served 30 years with the South Carolina National Guard and U.S. Army Reserve, retiring in 1999.  I have an enlisted rank from E1 up to Sergeant and officer rank from Second Lieutenant to full Colonel, in which rank I retired.  I have the time, the motivation, energy and passion to serve.  Reduced time spent in my law practice plus my genuine interests in all people will ensure that I will be available, responsive, and accountable to our citizens, state representatives, and to the university.   I think our joint goal ought to be to provide a high quality, but also accessible education for South Carolinians.  The increasing number of out-of-state students, I think is a concern.  Plus the cost considerations of tuition, especially now that we're in tough economic  times.  I believe I could offer a unique perspective founded on common sense, fiscal restraint, constituent services, and communication skills.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do we have any questions from any members of the committee?  Be no questions.  Do I have a motion?    
SENATOR PEELER:  Move for favorable report.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion from the Senator from Cherokee.    
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Seconded by Representative Mack and Littlejohn.  Any discussion?  There'll be no  discussion.  We'll move for a vote.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed say, "No."  Let the record reflect it's unanimous.    
MR. JONES:  Thank you.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, sir, for offering to serve.  You must also understand that you cannot get any commitments for 48 hours after the report is released from this committee.    
MR. JONES:  Yes, sir.    
MS. DERRICK:  Mack Whittle, Jr.
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, while they're coming up, when do you anticipate the report being filed with the committee.     
MS. DERRICK:  March 23rd is what we're looking at.  And that's March 25th at noon.    
SENATOR PEELER:  But that's not final?    
MS. DERRICK:  Not final.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  It's not final --    
MS. DERRICK:  That's just what we're anticipating.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  -- until we present the resolution.  The election on the 14th.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Is that possible to move that back to the 24th?    
MS. DERRICK:  We have to wait 48 hours.  And we don't do a journal on Mondays.    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  I know we get out the 25th --    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We can move it on back to -- we'll discuss it later.  Okay.  If you will state your name for the record and --    
Mr. Mack I. Whittle, Jr.
MR. WHITTLE:  Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my name is Mack Whittle.  I reside at 500 Hidden Hills Drive, Greenville, South Carolina.  I'm a registered voter at that address.  My motor vehicles are registered at that address.  And I pay four percent property tax at that address.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Has anything changed since your last screening concerning your ability to serve on the board?    
MR. WHITTLE:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any medical problems that would  prevent you?    
MR. WHITTLE:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  If any conflicts, would you -- should arise would you?    
MR. WHITTLE:  I would recuse myself.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  You hold any positions that create a dual office holding?    
MR. WHITTLE:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  All right.  If you would please tell the committee briefly why you want to continue serving.    
MR. WHITTLE:  Yes, sir.  I've been actively involved with the university and activities of the university since my graduation in 1971.  I was elected chairman of the alumni association and served the entire alumni of the university.  In that position, I served as ex-officio member of the board of trustees.   I was elected to the board in 1990.  My peers elected me vice-chairman of the board for four years.  They subsequently elected me chairman of the board for four years.  And I currently serve on the strategic planning committee, which is a new committee that the university has instituted to really look at this strategic direction of the university during these economic times that we're in.  And I would like to continue to serve in that capacity.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any questions from any of the members.  No questions.  Do we have a motion?    
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Mr. Chairman, I have a motion that Mr. Whittle be found qualified.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We now have a motion by Representative Mack.  Do I have a second?    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And second by Representative Littlejohn.  Any discussion?  No discussion.  We'll move into a vote.  All if favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?  Let the record reflect it's unanimous.  Thank you, sir.    
MS. DERRICK:  16th Circuit, Mr. Alton Hyatt.
Mr. Alton Hyatt
MR. HYATT:  Mr. Chairman, members of the committee.   I'm Marvin Alton Hyatt, Jr.  I go by Alton Hyatt.  I reside at 2627 Carrolwood Drive, Rock Hill, South Carolina.  That's where my driver's license is -- the address on my driver's license, voter registration, and where I receive the four percent residency exemptions.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?    
MR. HYATT:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?    
MR. HYATT:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?  And if one should arise, what would be your position?    
MR. HYATT:  I do not have any conflicts at this time.  If I did, if one did arise, I would recuse myself.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?    
MR. HYATT:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Tell the board briefly why you want to serve.
MR. HYATT:  My desire to serve USC has dated back to my days as undergraduate at USC.  I served on the student council at USC Student Senate when I was in pharmacy school.  I continued that on when I was in law school.  I served on the cabinet for the student body president at USC my first year of law school.  And I've just developed strong desire to serve USC.   I also feel that my background in pharmacy would bring an asset to the board.  Currently there are no pharmacists on the board.  And that is an area of critical needs in the state of South Carolina.  There's a tremendous shortage in the past of pharmacists.  And I think that would be an asset to the university.   My family has a long history of supporting the University of South Carolina both pharmacy school, and myself, I went into law school and pharmacy school.  We have three graduates in my family.  My father graduated from USC, my sister, and myself.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any questions from any members of the committee?    
COMMITTEE:  (No response.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do I have a motion.    
SENATOR PEELER:  Move for a favorable report.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  A motion from the Senator from Cherokee with a favorable report.  Second by --
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Second.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Properly seconded.  Any discussion?  No discussion.  Move to a vote.  All in favor of favorable report say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?  Let it be known that it's unanimous.    
MR. HYATT:  I appreciate your time.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  Okay for the ones that we have just finished screening for the University of South Carolina.    
MS. DERRICK:  We have one more.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I over looked that one.  I am sorry.  Would you please state your name for the record and --    
Ms. Leah B. Moody
MS. MOODY:  My name is Leah Moody.  I reside at 840 Brunswick Drive, Rock Hill, South Carolina.  My driver's license, my voter registration, and my four percent property tax all are at 840 Brunswick Drive.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware that would prevent you from serving on the board  in a full capacity?    
MS. MOODY:  No, sir, I do not.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?     
MS. MOODY:  I would.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?  And if one should arise, what would be your position?    
MS. MOODY:  Your honor, I have no conflict of interest.  And if one should arise, I would recuse myself.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any do you now hold any public position of honor or trust, that if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?    
MS. MOODY:  No, sir, Your Honor.  I mean chairman.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Briefly explain to the committee why you want to serve.    
MS. MOODY:  Well basically, I was appointed and I would like to have opportunity to continue to serve through 2012.  But more fundamentally, I feel that, you know, when you're given opportunity and you have to have some commitments and give back to the community.  And I think that throughout my life, I've done that.  I've done that throughout college.  I've done that when I was here at the university school of law.  And I continue to do that.  I've served on various boards and committees.  This opportunity is a new opportunity for me to serve.  And it's been fairly challenging for me, for the simple fact that I had to get up to speed with the appointment.  Currently I serve on the health affairs, the fiscal policy and student affairs committee.  I've taken an active role in the board.  I have injected myself into the business of the university in trying to understand what affects the university.  As a person who comes from Rock Hill and my family is mainly a family of educators, I've had opportunity to see what is necessary for the state of South Carolina.  I think that we have an issue where we need to provide access to people who live in counties like Union, Fairfield, Chester, and York counties.  The first three, mainly, because of the areas.  Just the jobs that are not there.  They're not coming there.  And if they're not educated, we can't draw business to those areas.  So I think that the University of South Carolina Union has served those areas well.  And I think all the regional campuses do as well.   Since I've been on the board with learning the board members, getting to know the staff of the university, I've learned a lot.  And I want to continue that opportunity into 2012.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any questions from any of these board members?  Yes, sir.  Representative Mack.    
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Mr. Chairman, I move that she be found qualified and nominated.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We have a motion.  Do we have a second?    
SENATOR PEELER:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Second by the Senator from Cherokee.  All in favor say -- any discussion?  No  discussion.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?  Let it be known that she has been nominated, qualified with a unanimous vote.    
MS. MOODY:  Thank you.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  To the people who we have just screened for the University of South Carolina,  I want to advise you, you cannot get any commitments  until 48 hours after this committee issues its report.   And if you do, that's in violation of state law.  Y'all are now free to leave.  Mr. Dylan Goff, please come forward.    
MR. GOFF:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members of the committee.  My name is Dylan Ward Goff, currently a resident of 2822 Blossom Street, Columbia, South Carolina 29205.  My homestead exemption and voter registration and car are registered at 207 Pitney Road, Columbia, South Carolina 29210.  I moved three weeks ago.  But I'm running for at-large seat and I do plan to take the homestead exemption on Blossom Street address as soon as my Lexington County house sells.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All right.  Mr. Goff, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?    
MR. GOFF:  No, sir, I do not.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend the board meetings on a regular basis?    
MR. GOFF:  Yes, sir, I would.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that would present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?  And if one should arise, what would be your position?    
MR. GOFF:  No, sir, I do not currently have any conflicts.  And if I were to have one, of course, I would recuse myself.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?    
MR. GOFF:  No, sir, I do not.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Can you briefly tell us why you want to serve?    
MR. GOFF:  First of all, I would like to thank the committee for moving my date from the 18th to the 25th.   I was in Japan on active service with the National Guard for the previous two weeks.  So thank you for that.  And that's also part and parcel of why I want to serve.  I'm a veteran of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan where I spent a year in some months in Afghanistan.   There are no current members of the board who are veterans of the wars in Iraq, Afghanistan.  I think it's very important that a military college have representation from the current generation of veterans.   The Citadel for everyone here today is my alma mater a place that's very near and dear to my heart.  I believe it made me the man who I am today.  My father was a carpenter from Lexington County.   My mother owns a small business here in Columbia.   Neither one of them completed college.  And now I'm an attorney and an officer in the National Guard.  And I don't think that would have possible were it not for what I learned at The Citadel.  It's tough times for The Citadel, like many other universities across the state.    The Citadel has had to make very tough decisions.   And I think if The Citadel were to cut any deeper, it would start to cut bone and meat.  I don't think that there is any fat left to cut.  But I do have ideas, and I think I can bring to the board about how to raise revenue and other sources that aren't being utilized at the moment.  I think General Rosa, the president of The Citadel, has raised some very good ideas.   I'd like to work with him on bringing that revenue to keep The Citadel experience open to all residents of South Carolina and for generations.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any questions from any members?    
SENATOR PEELER:  Move for a favorable report.    
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion for a favorable report.  And a second.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?  Thank you, sir.    
MR. GOFF:  Thank you.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You're reminded you cannot seek commitments 48 hours after the report from this commission is released.     
MR. GOFF:  Yes, sir.  Thank you, sir.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  We will now move to South Carolina State Board.  I'd like to go into executive session to discuss a few things if we'll have a motion.    
SENATOR PEELER:  If so you desire, Mr. Chairman.    
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  A motion and second.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  We're now in executive  session.       (Off the record.)    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  This time we are going to go to Mr. Lumus Byrd, Jr. from South Carolina State  University.  Thank you, Mr. Byrd.  You got a statement now?    
Mr. Lumus Byrd, Jr.
MR. BYRD:  Yes, I do.  My name is Lumus Byrd.  105  Shellcreek Court, Clinton, South Carolina 29325.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Excuse me just a moment, please.  If y'all would.  We can't hear.  Okay.  Go ahead Mr.  Byrd.    
MR. BYRD:  My name is Lumus Byrd, Jr.  105  Shellcreek Court, Clinton, South Carolina 29325.  My car is registered at that address, my voter registration is there and I pay four percent taxes at that address.  I came today to share with you a withdrawal.  And hopefully I can read this into the record and leave a copy.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, sir.    
MR. BYRD:  The Honorable Jake Knotts, Chairman, and Committee to Screen Candidates for the Board of Trustees.  Dear Chairman Knotts: It is with regret that I respectfully withdraw my application for consideration to serve another term on the board of trustees at South Carolina State University.  South Carolina State is my alma mater and I return to fulfill my promise and my commitment to share opportunities for change and transformation.  Those two applications are currently a work in progress.  In the meantime, I have been recruited to serve on the board of new school of pharmacy at Presbyterian College in Clinton, South Carolina.   This new school is a cutting edge design and it's preparing to ensure a direction that will greatly benefit the health care of citizens in South Carolina and in the nation.  While I enjoyed serving my term as trustee in South Carolina State University, this invitation provides me with a unique and transformative opportunity to serve my fellowman.  An opportunity in education, an opportunity in service, and an opportunity in scholarship.  I want to thank you and the committee for allowing me to serve as trustee at South Carolina  State University.  Sincerely, Lumus Byrd.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, Mr. Byrd.  And we appreciate your service on the board at South Carolina State.  Any other committee members with questions or --    
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  And also, Mr. Chairman, we wish you well in your service on the new board up there.  It sounds like an exciting opportunity for you.    
MR. BYRD:  Thank you.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any other member?  Thank you, Mr.  Byrd.  We'll except your withdrawal letter.  Okay.    
MS. DERRICK:  Mr. Robert L. Waldrep, Jr.    
Mr. Robert L. Waldrep, Jr.
MR. WALDREP:  Mr. Chairman, members of the committee.  My name is Robert Waldrep.  I live in 2703 Jackson Square in Anderson, South Carolina.  This is where I have my four percent tax assessment, my home, my voter registration, and my driver's license all listed at that particular address.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Senator Waldrep, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?
MR. WALDREP:  No, sir.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?    
MR. WALDREP:  I would, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?    
MR. WALDREP:  I do not.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If one should arise, what would be your position?    
MR. WALDREP:  I would recuse myself.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding?    
MR. WALDREP:  I do at this time.  Mr. Chairman, I will resign.  I now serve on the Anderson County Council and I would resign.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  Tell us why you want to serve on the board.    
MR. WALDREP:  Mr. Chairman, thank you.  I appreciate your patience in going through this long hearing.  I have certain history, I guess you might say, of service to my county and to my state.  And certainly in education as well.  I served for 10 years as attorney for the County Board of Education, Anderson County.    And when I was in the Senate, I served at least 8 years on the education committee.  I have a great  fondness, interest in this state.  And certainly the young people that are coming up in the state.  South  Carolina State is a very unique university in this  state.  And I think that it is an opportunity for me to certainly serve and to give back as everyone that you've heard say today.   That we're all interested in contributing back to our state.  I've had a good bit of experience with budgets on the state level and on the county level, and even on the city level in Anderson County.  And I think that some of the talent, if I have any gifts at all, would be of service to South Carolina State.  I'm willing to do that.  I'm willing to devote time to do it.  I'm honored to have the opportunity to do it.  And I just ask for your consideration for this opportunity.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Does any members of the commission have any questions?    
SENATOR PEELER:  You want off the county council that bad?    
MR. WALDREP:  Well, Senator Peeler --    
SENATOR PEELER:  As a former county councilman, I could answer that.  Mr. Chairman, if there are no other questions or comments I move a favorable report on the candidate.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I will -- if they're not any other questions?  No other questions, I have a motion.   Do I have a second?    
REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEJOHN:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion and then properly seconded by Representative Littlejohn.  Any discussion?   No discussion, we'll take a vote.  All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?  Let it be known that it's unanimous.    
MR. WALDREP:  Thank you.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you for your willingness to serve.    
MR. WALDREP:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You may leave now, but I'm going to advise you, and I'm sure you're aware of that you cannot receive a commitment until 48 hours after the screening commission issues the report.    
MR. WALDREP:  Yes, sir.  Okay.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you.  Good luck.    
MS. DERRICK:  At-large, Seat 7, Mr. Roger Leaks, Jr.
Mr. Roger Leaks, Jr.
MR. LEAKS:  Mr. Chairman, committee, thank you.  My name is Roger Leaks, Jr.  I live at 4519 Robney Drive, Columbia, South Carolina 29209.  My driver's license is registered at that address.  My voter registration is at that address.  And my four percent sales tax is paid at that address.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If you would, do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?    
MR. LEAKS:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?    
MR. LEAKS:  Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests personally or professionally that present a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?    
MR. LEAKS:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  If one should arise, what would be your position?    
MR. LEAKS:  I would recuse myself.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?     
MR. LEAKS:  No, sir.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Briefly tell us why you would like to serve.    
MR. LEAKS:  Well, that's first -- that's my alma mater.  And I'm very proud of South Carolina State University.  And if I'm elected to the board of trustees, I think I could bring a special bit of harmony, focus, maturity and also, trust, to the board.   And I'd like to do that because we need an additional ray of those characteristics.  And I further think that I could help with fund-raising because we need fund-raising drastically at South Carolina State University as well as most institutions, I would imagine.   But we need it especially there.  And I would work with student recruitment.  I think that would be a good area that we could help, that I could help in.  And I would try to energize our alumni because our alumni would be one of the key focus of helping in the fund-raising.  Right now, I hope we're not airing dirty linen, but right now, we have only eight percent of our alumni that give back to the university.  And 92 percent aren't doing anything.  So I want to work in those areas if given the opportunity.  So that concludes, you know, that's my reason.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, sir.  Any members of the committee have a question?     
SENATOR PEELER:  Move for a favorable report.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion for a favorable report.  Do I have a second?    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a second.  All in favor in say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Let it be known it's unanimous.    
MR. LEAKS:  Thank you.    
MS. DERRICK:  At-large, Seat 9.  Earl A. Bridges, Jr.
Mr. Earl A. Bridges, Jr.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  How are you doing Mr. Bridges?   Thank you.    
MR. BRIDGES:  My name is Earl A. Bridge, Jr.  I reside at 8612 Wild Bird Court, North Charleston, South Carolina.  That is my legal permanent address.  That is where I pay the four percent sales tax rate.  My driver's license reflects that address as well as my voter registration card.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Your driver's license, voter registration and everything registered to that address?    
MR. BRIDGES:  Yes, sir.  
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And four percent tax.   
MR. BRIDGES:  Yes, sir.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Explain to us why you wish to be re-elected.    
MR. BRIDGES:  I've certainly enjoyed my service on the board.  I was elected in 2006.  Education has always been something that has been near and dear to my heart -- the furtherance of education, which is why I sought to be elected to the board initially.  While I've never been a full-time educator, I had a time that when I practiced law many years ago, I did serve as a university level instructor.   And again, that was a truly rewarding experience.   And I understand certainly the value for education for the furtherance of it.  I've enjoyed the service on the board.  I'd like to think that I brought some talents that have been useful in establishing policy and in the governance of the board.  And I just would like an opportunity to continue that service.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Any questions from any of the members of the committee?    
SENATOR PEELER:  I move for favorable report.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I've got a question for him if you would hold --    
SENATOR PEELER:  I'll repose.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Mr. Leaks, I noticed that --     
MR. BRIDGES:  I'm Bridges.  I'm sorry.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I mean Mr. Bridges, I noticed that your expenses was January 1st, '07 to June 30th was like $1,237.51 for per diem and travel.    
MR. BRIDGES:  From what time period, sir?  From last year?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  A period of January 1st, '07 to June 30th, '07.    
MR. BRIDGES:  Could be.  Yeah.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Where do you live?    
MR. BRIDGES:  I live in Charleston and I have business in Spartanburg.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  So you live in Spartanburg and you drive back and forth to the university?    
MR. BRIDGES:  I have been for two and a half years.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.    
MR. BRIDGES:  Yes.  Yes.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  That sounds reasonable.    
MR. BRIDGES:  Yes.  I was commuting.  Like I said, my home is Charleston, but I was in Spartanburg during the week at my business.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Does any member have a motion?    
SENATOR PEELER:  I'll renew my motion.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Renew your motion of favorable  report.  Any questions?  Any second?     
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  A second by Representative Mack.  Any discussion?  No discussion?  We'll go to a vote.   All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  All opposed?  Aye's have it.   Thank you, sir.    
MR. BRIDGES:  Thank you.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And you cannot get a commitment until 48 hours after this committee issues its report.    
MR. BRIDGES:  I understand completely.  Thank you.    
MS. DERRICK:  Patricia Lott.
Ms. Patricia Lott
SENATOR PEELER:  Mr. Chairman, while Ms. Lott is coming up, I am going to have to leave.  Could I leave my proxy and Senator McGill's proxy with Senator Alexander?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Sure.    
SENATOR PEELER:  Thank you, sir.  Appreciate that.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Ms. Lott, state your name, where you live, where you're registered to vote, and where your driver's license is and all.    
MS. LOTT:  Yes, sir.  My name is Patricia B. Lott.   I reside at 755 Five Chop Road, Orangeburg, South Carolina.  My driver's license has the same address.  My voter registration has the same address as well.  I pay four percent taxes at the same address.     
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Do you have any health-related problems that the screening committee should be made aware of that would prevent you from serving on the board in a full capacity?    
MS. LOTT:  No, sir.  I do not.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Considering your present occupation and other activities, would you be able to attend board meetings on a regular basis?    
MS. LOTT:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you have any interests professionally or personally that prevent a conflict of interest because of your service on the board?  And if a conflict should arise, what would be your position?    
MS. LOTT:  I have none at the present.  And if it should, then I would remove myself from any discussion or vote.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Do you now hold any public position of honor or trust that, if elected to the board, would cause you to violate the dual office holding clause of the constitution?    
MS. LOTT:  No, sir.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Briefly explain to the committee why you wish to serve?
MS. LOTT:  Thank you.  I'm sure you're wondering why I'm standing before you again today seeking a seat on the board of trustees at South Carolina State University.  I am a proud 1963 and 1979 graduate of South Carolina State.  Both my children, also proud graduates.  I consider myself a loyal daughter as stated in our alma mater, with a deep commitment to work on behalf of the university and spread the good news of our premier university.   I've been an active member of our national alumni association for over 30 years and have held positions on the local level, secretary, treasurer and president.   And on the national level as first vice president, and now the immediate past president for the last four years.  As a loyal daughter of my alma mater, I have  served on numerous committees over the years and records  will indicate that I have given back financially for a  number of years to the scholarship gala, First Lady  Luncheon, as a season ticket holder, and as a state club  member just to name a few.  During my tenure as national president, I served on the board as an ex-officio member.  May I state that I was only absent from one regular meeting during my four-year term and one day of committee meetings.   You see, I believe that attendance to meetings is crucial, along with attendance to special events such as commencement and Founder Day.  With these experiences, my knowledge of the university and its constituents and my relationship with alumni, I feel all make me uniquely qualified to serve as a regular voting member of the South Carolina State University Board of Trustees.  Also, as a veteran educator, I am very knowledgeable of educational trends and best practices.  My experiences gained in leadership positions gives me an inroad of knowledge to the responsibilities that the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools require as relating to governments.  To serve as a regular voting member of the board of trustees would be a honor and another way in which I can continue to give back to my alma mater, sing its praises and rally to its call.  This is my personal testimony as to why I feel qualified and wish to serve my alma mater in this role.   I appreciate the opportunity to speak before you all this afternoon.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Any member have a question?  How long have you served on the board, Ms.  Lott?    
MS. LOTT:  Four years during my tenure as a national alumni president.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  You were elected in '06 with Glenn Stable?     
MS. LOTT:  I came as an ex-officio member in '05.  My term just ended as ex-officio president in July of.   '09.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Did you -- were you ever reimbursed for flying or going to any football games?    
MS. LOTT:  By the university?    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Yes, ma'am.    
MS. LOTT:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  How about any other travel?    
MS. LOTT:  No, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.  Thank you.  Do I have a motion?    
REPRESENTATIVE WHITMIRE:  Move for a favorable report.    
REPRESENTATIVE MACK:  Second.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  I have a motion and a second.  Any discussion?  No discussion.  We'll go to a vote.   All in favor say, "Aye."    
COMMITTEE:  Aye.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And that was the proxies?    
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  And let it be unanimous.    
MS. LOTT:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Thank you, Ms. Lott.  And I just want to remind you that you cannot seek any commitments for 48 hours after the committee issues its final report.    
MS. LOTT:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Okay.    
MS. DERRICK:  Isiah, Reese.  He's not here.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Isaiah Reese is not here.  Have you heard from him?    
MS. DERRICK:  I got confirmation, but something must have happened.  I will contact him.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  What's the pleasure of the board since he's not here?  I would suggest we have staff contact him, find out the reason, and report back to us.  Next.    
MS. DERRICK:  That's it.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Is that it?    
MS. DERRICK:  Yes, sir.    
CHAIRMAN KNOTTS:  Is anybody else here that applied that hadn't been heard?  Okay.  Thank you very much for your time.    
COMMITTEE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.    (Adjourned at 5:16 p.m.)    
	On motion of Senator KNOTTS, ordered printed in the Journal.  

ADJOURNMENT
	At 11:30 A.M., on motion of Senator  SCOTT, the Senate adjourned to meet next Tuesday, March 23, 2010, at 12:00 Noon.
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