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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A BILL

[bookmark: titletop]TO ENACT THE “SOUTH CAROLINA CONSERVATION BANK REAUTHORIZATION ACT” BY AMENDING ACT 200 OF 2002, WHICH ENACTED THE “SOUTH CAROLINA CONSERVATION BANK ACT” AND PROVIDED FOR ITS FUNDING, SO AS TO DELETE THE SUNSETTING OF THAT ACT OTHERWISE EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2013, AND TO MAKE VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THAT ACT PERMANENT LAW BY DESIGNATING SECTIONS 3, 5, 6, 8, 10, AND 11 OF ACT 200 OF 2002, RELATING RESPECTIVELY TO THE PORTION OF THE DEED RECORDING FEE DEDICATED TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSERVATION BANK TRUST FUND, THE SUSPENSION OF DEED RECORDING FEE REVENUE IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, CONSERVATION EASEMENTS, BIENNIAL REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, USE OF CONSERVATION BANK FUNDS FOR BEACH CONSERVATION, AND USE OF CONSERVATION BANK FUNDS TO ACQUIRE LAND FOR STATE PARKS AS SECTIONS 12‑24‑96, 48‑59‑65, 27‑8‑37, 48‑59‑150, 48‑59‑160, AND 48‑59‑170, ALL OF THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976.
[bookmark: titleend]	Amend Title To Conform

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION	1.	Section 7 of Act 200 of 2002 is amended to read:

	“SECTION	7.	Chapter 59, Title 48 of the 1976 Code and Sections 2 through 6 of this act are repealed effective July 1, 2013 2023, unless reenacted or otherwise extended by the General Assembly.  However, the South Carolina Conservation Bank established by this act may continue to operate as if Chapter 59, Title 49 48 of the 1976 Code was not repealed until the South Carolina Conservation Bank Trust Fund is exhausted or July 1, 2016 2026, whichever first occurs.  Any balance in that trust fund on July 1, 2016 2026, reverts to the general fund of the State.  Repeal does not affect any rights, obligations, liabilities, or debts due the South Carolina Conservation Bank.  For these purposes, after the bank’s termination, the State Budget and Control Board is the bank’s successor, except that, after the bank’s termination, the board’s voting rights provided in the former provisions of Section 48‑59‑80(F), (G), (H), and (I) of the 1976 Code are devolved upon the Department of Natural Resources Board, and any contribution to the trust fund required pursuant to the former provisions of Section 48‑59‑80(H) of the 1976 Code must be made to the Heritage Trust Program.”

SECTION	2.	Section 48‑59‑40(A) and (B) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

	“(A)	There is established the South Carolina Conservation Bank.  The bank is governed by a twelve‑member fifteen‑member board selected as follows: 
		(1)	the Chairman of the Board for the Department of Natural Resources, the Chairman of the South Carolina Forestry Commission, and the Director of the South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, all of whom shall serve ex officio and without voting privileges; 
		(2)	three members appointed by the Governor from the State at large; 
		(3)	three members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, one each from the third, fourth, and sixth congressional districts; and 
		(4)	three members appointed by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, one each from the first, second, and fifth congressional districts; and 
		(5)	three members who are to be elected from the State at large by a joint vote of the General Assembly.
	(B)	Terms of board members are for four years and until their successors are appointed or elected and qualify, except that the initial terms of each appointing official’s appointees must be staggered with the initial term noted on the appointment.  Regardless of the date of appointment, all terms expire on July first of the applicable year.  Vacancies must be filled in the manner of original appointments or elections for the unexpired portion of the term.  Members shall serve without compensation, but may receive the mileage, subsistence, and per diem allowed by law for members of state boards, committees, and commissions.  The board shall elect a chairman and other officers as necessary from its membership.”

SECTION	3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor. 
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