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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE THE AYNOR HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL TEAM, COACHES, AND SCHOOL OFFICIALS FOR WINNING THE 2015 CLASS AA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the South Carolina House of Representatives is pleased to learn that the members of the Aynor High School softball team of Horry County took top honors at the state competition held at South Florence High School on Friday, May 22, 2015; and 

Whereas, in the three‑game series, Andrew Jackson High School won the first night’s opening game 4‑3 in twelve innings, and Aynor evened the series with an 8‑5 win two nights later; and 

Whereas, Andrew Jackson jumped to a 4‑0 lead in the bottom of the first inning in the final game as a result of three errors by Aynor’s Lady Blue Jackets; and

Whereas, when the Jackson Volunteers spread the lead to 5‑0 in the second inning, neither the Lady Blue Jackets nor their fans admitted defeat, and Shelby Cox slashed a fastball into the right‑field corner in the third inning, giving Aynor an inside‑the‑park home run; and

Whereas, in the fourth inning, the Lady Blue Jackets chiseled at the Volunteer lead as Aynor’s third‑baseman Taylor Charlton singled, Layna Johnson took a base when hit by a pitch, and Morgan Elliott walloped a three‑run homer over the right‑center field wall; and

Whereas, Aynor mounted a 7‑5 lead in the fifth inning on a single by Hannah Seaver, an all‑state senior headed to Furman, followed by an infield single from Jessie Johnson and a three‑run home run over the left field wall by thirteen‑year‑old eighth‑grader Layna Johnson, her fourth homer of the season; and

Whereas, after Andrew Jackson tied the score with a pair of runs in bottom of the fifth inning, Aynor’s Hannah Page hit a one‑out triple into the right‑center field gap and scored what would prove the game‑winning run on a sacrifice fly to right field by Shelby Cox in the top of the sixth inning; and

Whereas, the Lady Blue Jackets’ pitcher, Brooke Elliott, who pitched all twenty‑six innings of the three game series, held the score at 8‑7 to capture the state trophy with the best‑of‑three‑series win over Andrew Jackson; and

Whereas, in a sport that demands strength, strategy, and speed, Aynor garnered the team’s first state softball championship since a Class A win twenty‑five years ago and finished the season with a 32‑8 record; and

Whereas, Head Coach Sandie Jones, who has led the team for seven years, along with assistant coaches Pedy Roberts and Tony Mills capitalized on their own athletic ability and training to hone a championship team and teach these athletes lessons that will prove invaluable through life, both on and off the diamond; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives value the pride and recognition that the Aynor softball players have brought to their school and their community and look to hear of their continued achievements in the days ahead.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, congratulate the Aynor High School softball team, coaches, and school officials for winning the 2015 Class AA State Championship title.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be provided to Principal Janet Lawrence‑Patten and Coach Sandie Jones.
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