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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO HONOR CHARLES LEMMON “FLOP” SHAW, OF SUMTER COUNTY, AND TO OFFER THE SINCEREST CONDOLENCES TO HIS LARGE, LOVING FAMILY AND HIS MANY FRIENDS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives deem it appropriate to pause in their deliberations to recognize Mr. Charles Lemmon Shaw for a lifetime of service and selflessness and to offer their great sympathy to his family and friends; and

Whereas, this beloved Sumterite passed on January 3, 2018, after a lifetime of service to his country, community, family, and church; and

Whereas, Mr. Shaw was born on April 4, 1924, at Tuomey Hospital to Paul Whitworth Shaw and Lilly Lemmon Shaw.  Charles Shaw, affectionately known as “Flop,” spent the first five years of his life in Alcolu when his father worked for his grandfather, David Wells Alderman, in his timber business.  Upon entering school, Mr. Shaw moved to Sumter, and in 1930, his father established Shaw Lumber Co.; and

Whereas, Mr. Shaw was associated with the Shaw Lumber Co. his entire adult life and served as president of the Carolina Lumber Dealers Association. He graduated from Edmunds High School and Davidson College.  As a Davidson freshman, he joined the U. S. Army during World War II and was sent to Anzio, Italy, where he received the Purple Heart and pieces of shrapnel that he carried in his leg for the rest of his life; and

Whereas, he was a devoted, lifelong member of First Presbyterian Church, easily sited each Sunday sitting in the same pew up front in the middle aisle, four or five rows back. His commitment to the church was evidenced by the time he dedicated as a Sunday school teacher, chairman of the board of deacons, church treasurer, clerk of the session, church trustee, and elder emeritus; and

Whereas, Flop Shaw was also committed to the betterment of his community. His longtime friend Bill Scobee describes him as always giving back in one way or another, and oftentimes, it was behind the scenes. “He was a very humble man and didn’t seek notoriety or publicity,” he said. “He would do anything for his friends. He was very charitable. People have no idea how charitable he was for the whole community.” One way Mr. Shaw gave back in the public eye was through his devotion to the Sumter YMCA, serving as president of its board of directors and being selected as Humanitarian of the Year.  Additionally, he served on the board of the Salvation Army; and

Whereas, one anecdote remembered by many who love Mr. Shaw illustrates exactly his feelings towards community service.  He had hearing difficulties because of his injuries from the war, and when he was told he could receive hearing aids from the VA, he replied that he wasn’t here to take from the government.  He was here to support his government.  His mentality was truly that he was there for his country, family, and church.  He wouldn’t take.  He gave; and

Whereas, another friend, Sam Hunter, remembers Mr. Shaw as “a man of unparalleled character. He was part of the Greatest Generation that helped build Sumter into the community it is today. Without men like Flop, the YMCA would not be what it is today.  First Presbyterian Church would not be what it is today. And the community in general would not be what it is today;” and

Whereas, in addition to his love for his family, church, community, and country, Mr. Shaw was also a fervent fan of college basketball.  He loved watching it, and he loved talking about it; and

Whereas, he is survived by his cherished wife of seventy years Mary Macaulay Brown Shaw and their two beloved children, Mary Brown Shaw White and her husband Dr. Charles White and Paul Whitworth “Whit” Shaw and his wife Robin, all of Sumter; three dear granddaughters, Macaulay White Smith and her husband Representative Murrell Smith, Mary White Finley and her husband Justin, and Sarah Corbett Shaw; and two treasured great‑grandchildren, Mary Brown “Bee” Smith and George Murrell Smith III.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives of South Carolina, by this resolution, honor Charles Lemmon “Flop” Shaw, of Sumter County, and offer the sincerest condolences to his large, loving family and his many friends.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Mrs. Mary Macaulay Brown Shaw.
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