South Carolina General Assembly
123rd Session, 2019-2020

H. 5595

STATUS INFORMATION

House Resolution
Sponsors: Reps. Govan, Alexander, Allison, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bennett, Bernstein, Blackwell, Bradley, Brawley, Brown, Bryant, Burns, Calhoon, Caskey, Chellis, Chumley, Clary, Clyburn, Cobb‑Hunter, Cogswell, Collins, B. Cox, W. Cox, Crawford, Daning, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson, Felder, Finlay, Forrest, Forrester, Fry, Funderburk, Gagnon, Garvin, Gilliam, Gilliard, Haddon, Hardee, Hart, Hayes, Henderson‑Myers, Henegan, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hill, Hiott, Hixon, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Hyde, Jefferson, Johnson, Jones, Jordan, Kimmons, King, Kirby, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Lucas, Mace, Mack, Magnuson, Martin, Matthews, McCravy, McDaniel, McGinnis, McKnight, Moore, Morgan, D.C. Moss, V.S. Moss, Murphy, B. Newton, W. Newton, Norrell, Oremus, Ott, Parks, Pendarvis, Pope, Ridgeway, Rivers, Robinson, Rose, Rutherford, Sandifer, Simrill, G.M. Smith, G.R. Smith, Sottile, Spires, Stavrinakis, Stringer, Tallon, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Toole, Trantham, Weeks, West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, R. Williams, S. Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow
Document Path: l:\council\bills\gm\24432dg20.docx

Introduced in the House on September 22, 2020
Adopted by the House on September 22, 2020

Summary: Good Hope AME Church


HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

	Date	Body	Action Description with journal page number	
	9/22/2020	House	Introduced and adopted (House Journal‑page 7)

[bookmark: _GoBack]View the latest legislative information at the website


VERSIONS OF THIS BILL

9/22/2020










[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE GOOD HOPE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN ORANGEBURG COUNTY, UPON THE OCCASION OF THE CHURCH’S ONE HUNDRED FIFTY‑SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY, AND TO COMMEND THE PASTORS AND THE CONGREGATION FOR THEIR MEANINGFUL MINISTRY IN THE COMMUNITY.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the South Carolina House of Representatives is pleased to learn that Good Hope African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church in Cope celebrated one hundred fifty‑seven years as a congregation on September 19, 2020; and

Whereas, as the first members of the church, just emerging from slavery, began to meet in a thick grove of trees called a bush harbor, Good Hope African Methodist Episcopal Church was organized between the years 1863 and 1864; and

Whereas, the first pastor of the church was Reverend Goings; the first presiding elder was Reverend Pruitt; and the first bishop was Daniel Alexander Payne.  Its original annual conference was the Central Conference, and the church district was in Orangeburg; and

Whereas, an African American member of the church donated the land to the church, and the original sanctuary, constructed by members of the church, was completed in the Spring of 1897.  Individuals who organized and established Good Hope AME Church included Scipio Huggins, Ellen Busby, Burl Huggins, Rita Huggins, Frank Coad, A. J. Ballard, and Victoria Huggins; and  
 	
Whereas, instructors from Claflin College and South Carolina State University visited the church and chose its location as a sight to establish a Masonic organization, and the Masonic Temple was located on the church grounds; and

Whereas, other ministers who served the Good Hope Circuit over the years were Reverends Player; Richardson; H. L. Haynes; Brooks; Coaxon; F. J. McFadden; W. Walker Jones; C. C. Burgess; Paul Carmichael; J. L. Fogle; C. L. Bars; J. J. Jackson; O. A. Morant; John Scott; Lemon; W. K. Wilson; Clarence Bennett; Harvey Sutton, Sr.; Robert C. Freeman, Jr.; Dr. Juenarral Keith; Ronnie Brown; Alfred Bradley; John A. Lewis; and Dr. Georgeann T. Pringle, the church’s first female pastor; and

Whereas, through the years, God has called five members from the congregation to preach His Word: Reverends Robert Lewis Cleckley, Ella Bamberg, Roberta Jackson, Tiffiny Jamison, and Sonovia Guinyard.  Members of the congregation have been elected as officers of the Seventh Episcopal District Lay Organization, the Central Conference Sons of Allen, as well as area, district, conference, and Episcopal levels; and

Whereas, by June 1992, a much‑needed new and modern sanctuary was constructed and dedicated, and at the 1993 South Carolina Central Annual Conference, Good Hope AME Church was chosen to become a station church under the pastoral care of the Reverend Harvey Sutton, Sr.; and

Whereas, in 1995, the steeple, an organ, and stained‑glass windows were added to the church, and a licensed and fully operational Child Development Center was organized in the church’s fellowship hall in 1997 with numerous improvements in that building; and

Whereas, Good Hope began offering two Sunday morning worship services in 2001, and the Child Development Center received two educational grants totaling twenty‑eight and a half thousand dollars from the Sisters of Charity Foundation and two grants from the First Steps Program totaling seven thousand dollars in 1999 and 2004; and

Whereas, some of the outreach programs of the church include a summer feeding program, prison ministry, nursing home ministry, vacation Bible school, and a voter registration drive.  Within the church additional ministries have included those for singles, couples and seniors; and
 
Whereas, the House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina commends the members and pastors of Good Hope AME Church as they celebrate one hundred fifty‑seven years of outstanding service to the community. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, congratulate and recognize Good Hope African Methodist Episcopal Church in Orangeburg County, upon the occasion of the church’s one hundred fifty‑seventh anniversary, and commend the pastors and the congregation for their meaningful ministry in the community.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be provided to the Reverend Dr. Georgeann T. Pringle.
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