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(A63, R79, H3340)

[bookmark: at_571a62f4a]AN ACT to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by amending Section 23‑3‑330, relating to THE Endangered Person Notification System, so as to provide the system also shall provide for the dissemination of information regarding missing persons believed to be suffering alzheimer's disease or  a developmental disability such as autism spectrum disorder through the use of wireless emergency alert notifications, department of transportation message signs, sled wireless emergency alerts, and certain media outlets.

[bookmark: ew_887e1b553]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Endangered person notification system

[bookmark: bs_num_1_c5a5999ca][bookmark: dl_038e4ff71]SECTION 1.	Section 23-3-330 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T23C3N330_fac17ae79][bookmark: ss_T23C3N330SA_lv1_1537dbd9b]	Section 23-3-330.	(A) The Endangered Person Notification System is established within the Missing Person Information Center. The purpose of the Endangered Person Notification System is to provide a statewide system for the rapid dissemination of information regarding a missing person who is believed to be suffering from Alzheimer’s disease, dementia, a developmental disability such as autism spectrum disorder, or some other cognitive impairment.
[bookmark: ss_T23C3N330SB_lv1_65b1cf355]	(B) If the center receives a report that involves a missing person who is believed to be suffering from Alzheimer’s disease, dementia, a developmental disability such as autism spectrum disorder, or some other cognitive impairment, for the protection of the person from potential abuse or other physical harm, neglect, or exploitation, the center shall issue a notification providing for the appropriate dissemination of information regarding the person.
[bookmark: ss_T23C3N330SC_lv1_a1a64473e]	(C) The center shall adopt guidelines and develop procedures for issuing notifications, including wireless emergency alert notifications, for missing persons believed to be suffering from Alzheimer’s disease, dementia, a developmental disability such as autism spectrum disorder, or some other cognitive impairment, provide education and training to local law enforcement agencies, and encourage radio and television broadcasters to participate in the notifications.
[bookmark: ss_T23C3N330SD_lv1_e6a7ba1ca]	(D) The center shall consult with the Department of Transportation and develop a procedure for the use of overhead permanent changeable message signs to provide information on a missing person who is believed to be suffering from Alzheimer's disease, dementia, a developmental disability such as autism spectrum disorder, or some other cognitive impairment when the person's vehicle and license tag information is available. The Department of Transportation shall utilize current protocol for the content, length, and frequency of any message to be placed on an overhead permanent changeable message sign.
[bookmark: ss_T23C3N330SE_lv1_73c15de34]	(E) The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division shall be authorized to send wireless emergency alerts pursuant to this section. 

Time effective

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

Ratified the 17th day of May, 2023.

Approved the 19th day of May, 2023. 
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