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Introduced by Reps. G. M. Smith, Erickson, Crawford, Hewitt, Davis, T. Moore, McCravy, B. Newton, Mitchell, Yow, Hixon, Hiott, Oremus, W. Newton, Robbins and Brewer 
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________

The committee on House Judiciary
To who was referred a Bill (H. 3556) to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by amending Section 63-7-40, relating to infant safe havens, so as to allow the permanency planning hearing and termination, etc., respectfully
Report:
That they have duly and carefully considered the same, and recommend that the same do pass:

WESTON NEWTON for Committee.

statement of estimated fiscal impact
Explanation of Fiscal Impact

State Expenditure
This bill allows, with exceptions, the permanency planning hearing and termination of parental rights hearing to occur in the same proceeding for infants who are left at a safe haven. Further, if a person asserts parental rights to the infant at the hearing and the court approves a permanent plan of termination of parental rights and adoption, the court shall schedule a hearing on the petition to terminate parental rights no later than thirty days after the close of the permanency planning hearing.

Judicial and DSS report that this bill requires them to perform activities that will be managed with existing staff and appropriations. Therefore, there will be no expenditure impact on Judicial or DSS.


Frank A. Rainwater, Executive Director
Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office

________









A bill

to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by amending Section 63-7-40, relating to infant safe havens, so as to allow the permanency planning hearing and termination of parental rights hearing to occur in the same proceeding, with exceptions.

[bookmark: ew_dea12efae]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_51b9ba516][bookmark: dl_5efd20322]SECTION 1.	Section 63-7-40 (E) and (F) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T63C7N40_a07ad14dc][bookmark: ss_T63C7N40SE_lv1_7a877513d][bookmark: ss_T63C7N40S1_lv2_6977d9490]	(E)(1) Within forty-eight hours after taking legal custody of the infant, the department shall publish notice, in a newspaper of general circulation in the area where the safe haven that initially took the infant is located, and send a news release to broadcast and print media in the area. The notice and the news release must state the circumstances under which the infant was left at the safe haven, a description of the infant, and the date, time, and place of the permanency planning and termination of parental rights hearing provided for in subsection (E)(2). The notice and the news release must also state that any person wishing to assert parental rights in regard to the infant must do so at the hearing. If the person leaving the infant identified anyone as being a parent of the infant, the notice must be sent by certified mail to the last known address of the person identified as a parent at least two weeks prior to the hearing.
[bookmark: ss_T63C7N40S2_lv2_97f8d83b8]		(2) Within forty-eight hours after obtaining legal custody of the infant, the department shall file a petition for permanency planning alleging that the infant has been abandoned, that the court should dispense with reasonable efforts to preserve or reunify the family, that continuation of keeping the infant in the home of the parent or parents would be contrary to the welfare of the infant, and that termination of parental rights is in the best interest of the infant. The department shall file concurrently with the petition for permanency planning a petition for termination of parental rights pursuant to Section 63-7-2570 based on abandonment and any other applicable ground. A hearing on the petition both petitions must be held no earlier than thirty and no later than sixty days after the department takes legal custody of the infant. This Unless a person wishing to assert parental rights does so at the hearing, this hearing is shall serve as the permanency planning hearing and termination of parental rights hearing for the infant. If the court approves the permanent plan of termination of parental rights and issues an order forever terminating parental rights to the infant, the order must also provide that a petition for termination of parental rights on the grounds of abandonment must be filed within ten days after receipt of the order by the department shall submit a plan for permanent placement of the infant within thirty days of the close of the proceedings to the court and to the infant’s guardian ad litem and otherwise comply with the requirements of Section 63-7-2580(A). If a person asserts parental rights to the infant at the hearing and the court approves a permanent plan of termination of parental rights and adoption, the court shall schedule a hearing on the petition to terminate parental rights no later than thirty days after the close of the permanency planning hearing.
[bookmark: ss_T63C7N40SF_lv1_09da235e9]	(F) The In any judicial proceeding in which the abuse or neglect of an infant is an issue, the act of voluntarily leaving an infant with a safe haven pursuant to this section is conclusive evidence that the infant has been abused or neglected for purposes of Department of Social Services' jurisdiction and for evidentiary purposes in any judicial proceeding in which abuse or neglect of an infant is an issue. It The act of voluntarily leaving an infant with a safe haven pursuant to this section is also conclusive evidence that the requirements for termination of parental rights have been satisfied as to any parent who left the infant or acted in concert with the person leaving the infant.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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