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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 2-1-260 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY MAY NOT APPROPRIATE ANY FUNDS IN THE GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR NONESSENTIAL PROJECTS THROUGH BUDGETARY SET-ASIDES OR EARMARKS; AND BY ADDING SECTION 11-11-250 SO AS TO CREATE THE “IN-DISTRICT ESSENTIAL GOODS AND SERVICES FUND” AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE FUND.

[bookmark: ew_9935afb4d]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_d1f7ecbbb][bookmark: dl_e5c585876]SECTION 1.	Chapter 1, Title 2 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T2C1N260_b792a6ef7]	Section 2‑1‑260.	The General Assembly may not appropriate any funds in the General Appropriations Act for nonessential projects through budgetary set‑asides or earmarks. For the purposes of this section, “earmark” means an appropriation for a specific program or project not originating with a written agency budget request, executive budget recommendation, or not included in an appropriations act from the prior fiscal year.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_ffae72334][bookmark: dl_a8776e6e6]SECTION 2.	Article 1, Chapter 11, Title 11 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T11C11N250_caffc8f79][bookmark: ss_T11C11N250SA_lv1_92794388f]	Section 11‑11‑250.	(A) There is created the “In‑District Essential Goods and Services Fund”. This fund is separate and distinct from the general fund of the State and all other funds. Earnings on this fund must be credited to it and any balance in this fund at the end of a fiscal year carries forward in the fund in the succeeding fiscal year. 
[bookmark: ss_T11C11N250SB_lv1_3089d37a5]	(B) Beginning in Fiscal Year 2024‑2025 and each fiscal year thereafter, the General Assembly shall appropriate nonrecurring funds in an amount not to exceed one percent of the recurring general fund dollar amount for the current fiscal year. The total amount of the fund must be divided by one hundred seventy, and that dollar amount must be allocated to each of the one hundred seventy members of the General Assembly to be used for in‑district essential goods and services. Each year, the General Appropriations Act shall define what qualifies as an essential good or service. 
[bookmark: ss_T11C11N250SC_lv1_ad63c788a]	(C) The Treasurer shall determine the eligibility and manner in which the fund is distributed.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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