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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 57-5-70, RELATING TO HIGHWAY TRANSFERS TO THE STATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOrTATION MUST PROPERLY MAINTAIN ROADS TRANSFERRED INTO THE STATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM.

[bookmark: ew_f9d38969d]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_98003361d][bookmark: dl_1e789f90f]SECTION 1.	Section 57-5-70 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T57C5N70_10c5de5f0][bookmark: ss_T57C5N70SA_lv1_e392f1a25]	Section 57-5-70.	(A) A county or municipality and the department may by mutual consent agree to transfer a road from the county or municipal road system to the state highway system. The transfer may be of the road “as is”, without further improvement to the road or upon such terms and conditions as the parties mutually agree. Notification of the transfer must be given to the county's legislative delegation. If the department determines that a road in the county or municipal road system is necessary for the interconnectivity of the state highway system, and the municipality or county does not consent to the transfer, the department may initiate a condemnation action to acquire the road, or a portion of it, and the county or municipality is not required to make any further improvements to it.
[bookmark: ss_T57C5N70SB_lv1_7ec428496]	(B) The department must properly maintain, repair, replace, abate, and when appropriate, upgrade the roads, and the infrastructure, preexisting conditions and all related responsibilities for the roads transferred from the county or municipal road system to the state highway system.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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