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H. 4820

Introduced by Reps. Forrest, Hixon, Hayes, Chumley, Burns, Haddon, Magnuson, Chapman, McDaniel and Gibson 

S. Printed 05/01/24--S.
Read the first time March 27, 2024

________

The committee on Senate Fish, Game and Forestry
To whom was referred a Bill (H. 4820) to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by amending Section 50-11-580, relating to the season for hunting and taking male wild turkeys, bag limits, taking female, etc., respectfully
Report:
That they have duly and carefully considered the same, and recommend that the same do pass with amendment:

[bookmark: instruction_570beb043]	Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:
[bookmark: bs_num_1_ad230f893][bookmark: dl_18f98c4dd]SECTION 1.	Section 50-11-580 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T50C11N580_1cee47ecf][bookmark: ss_T50C11N580SA_lv1_7d9ab8e36]	Section 50-11-580.	(A) The season for the hunting and taking a of legal male wild turkeyturkeys is April 1 through May 1:
		(1) in Game Zones 1 and 2, April 1 through May 10;  and
[bookmark: up_017afddbI]		(2) in Game Zones 3 and 4, March 22 through April 30.
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N580SB_lv1_e9ea0efeb]	(B) The season bag limit for legal male wild turkeys is threetwo statewide for residents and two statewide for nonresidents. The daily bag limit is one, provided that:
[bookmark: up_22e04432I]		(1) only one legal male wild turkey may be taken from April 1 through April 10 from within Game Zones 1 and 2;  and
[bookmark: up_1be6aafaI]		(2) only one male wild turkey may be taken from March 22 through March 31 from within Game Zones 3 and 4.
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N580SC_lv1_2a2e229f2]	(C) It is unlawful for a person to take a female wild turkey unless authorized by the department pursuant to Section 50-11-500(3).
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N580SD_lv1_f275ca097]	(D) The department shall provide an annual report on wild turkey resources in South Carolina to the Chairman of the Senate Fish, Game and Forestry Committee and the Chairman of the House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee.
[bookmark: bs_num_2_db724b4df][bookmark: dl_b8e284967]SECTION 2.	Section 50-11-500 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T50C11N500_73e04ad23][bookmark: ss_T50C11N500S10_lv1_4dad22de8]	(10) It is unlawful for a person to hunt, kill, or possess a male wild turkey with a beard less than six inches long and a tail fan that is not fully developed.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_1e2446dfe][bookmark: dl_c70074463]SECTION 3.	Section 50-11-500 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T50C11N500_564953fd2][bookmark: ss_T50C11N500S11_lv1_e8a0f03a8]	(11) It is unlawful for a person to hunt or stalk a wild turkey while holding or using for hunter concealment a tail fan, a partial or full decoy with a tail fan, or a tail fan mounted to a firearm.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_3f9190325][bookmark: dl_cbe024fe4]SECTION 4.	Section 50-11-590 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T50C11N590_6066373a4][bookmark: ss_T50C11N590SA_lv1_3fa8a4358]	Section 50-11-590.	(A) The Saturday and Sunday preceding April 1 the start of a game zone turkey seasonand the Saturday and Sunday following May 1 is declared to be a “Youth Turkey Hunting Weekend” within the game zone for youth turkey hunters under eighteen years of age.
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N590SB_lv1_e6299e85c]	(B) A license or tag requirement is waived for a youth turkey hunter during a Youth Turkey Hunting Weekend.
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N590SC_lv1_36249ebc4]	(C) The total bag limit during Youth Turkey Hunting Weekendfor the two Youth Turkey Hunting Weekends combined is one legal male wild turkey for the weekend that shall count toward the season bag limit. A turkey harvest must be reported to the electronic harvest reporting system pursuant to the provisions of Section 50-11-546.
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N590SD_lv1_475b60062]	(D) Youth turkey hunters who have not completed the hunter education program pursuant to Section 50-9-310, and who hunt during a Youth Turkey Hunting Weekend, must be accompanied by an adult who is at least twenty-one years of age. An adult may not harvest or attempt to harvest turkeys during a Youth Turkey Hunting Weekend but is permitted to call turkeys for a youth turkey hunter.

[bookmark: bs_num_5_173d3c1e7][bookmark: dl_223975050]SECTION 5.	Section 50-9-640 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T50C9N640_8e7abd612][bookmark: ss_T50C9N640SA_lv1_1f60332d4]	Section 50-9-640.	(A) For the privilege of hunting wild turkey, in addition to the required hunting license and big game permit, a person must possess a wild turkey tag issued in the person's name. The fee for a:
[bookmark: ss_T50C9N640S1_lv2_a1a9132bI]		(1) resident is five twenty-five dollars for three two tags, one dollar of which may be retained by the license sales vendor;  and
[bookmark: ss_T50C9N640S2_lv2_875cb07eI]		(2) nonresident is one hundred twenty-five dollars for two tags, one dollar of which may be retained by the license sales vendor.
[bookmark: ss_T50C9N640SB_lv1_9c62b3fc5]	(B) There is no cost for wild turkey tags for persons under the age of sixteen, lifetime licensees, and gratis licensees upon request to the department.

[bookmark: bs_num_6_3f7ff367e]SECTION 6.	 This act is repealed on May 11, 2028, and the text amended by this act shall revert to the language contained in the South Carolina Code of Laws as of January 1, 2024.

[bookmark: bs_num_7_15cf43881][bookmark: eff_date_section_15e89c65f]SECTION 7.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

GEORGE E. “CHIP” CAMPSEN III for Committee.

_______
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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 50-11-580, RELATING TO THE SEASON FOR HUNTING AND TAKING MALE WILD TURKEYS, BAG LIMITS, TAKING FEMALE WILD TURKEYS, AND ANNUAL REPORTING, SO AS TO ADJUST THE HUNTING AND LIMIT FOR TAKING MALE WILD TURKEYS; and to provide a SUNSET provision.

[bookmark: ew_cff37ee2c]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_7a67cecc6][bookmark: dl_5a60477dd]SECTION 1.	Section 50‑11‑580 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T50C11N580_177022bb5][bookmark: ss_T50C11N580SA_lv1_c433c70c5]	Section 50‑11‑580.	(A) The season for hunting and taking a male wild turkey is April 10 through May 10.:
		(1) in Game Zones 1 and 2, April 1 through May 10;  and
		(2) in Game Zones 3 and 4, March 22 through April 30.
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N580SB_lv1_171bbb605]	(B) The season bag limit for male wild turkeys is threetwo statewide for residents and two statewide for nonresidents. The daily bag limit is one, provided that:
		(1) only one male wild turkey may be taken from April 1 through April 10 from within Game Zones 1 and 2;  and
		(2) only one male wild turkey may be taken from March 22 through March 31 from within Game Zones 3 and 4.
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N580SC_lv1_7de7e5bcb]	(C) It is unlawful for a person to take a female wild turkey unless authorized by the department pursuant to Section 50‑11‑500(3).
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N580SD_lv1_a678e642a]	(D) The department shall provide an annual report on wild turkey resources in South Carolina to the Chairman of the Senate Fish, Game and Forestry Committee and the Chairman of the House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_86053f220][bookmark: dl_a1a203fe9]SECTION 2.	Section 50-11-580(A) and (B) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T50C11N580_99822a882][bookmark: ss_T50C11N580SA_lv1_d6ead66d9]	Section 50-11-580.	(A) The season for hunting and taking a male wild turkey isApril 10 through May 10.:
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N580S1_lv2_bdf68b09][bookmark: open_doc_here]		(1) in Game Zones 1 and 2, April 1 through May 10; and
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N580S2_lv2_f4d2484c]		(2) in Game Zones 3 and 4, March 22 through April 30.
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N580SB_lv1_ae6b5591d]	(B) The season bag limit for male wild turkeys is twothree statewide for residents and two statewide for nonresidents. The daily bag limit is one, provided that:
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N580S1_lv2_caf60e1c]		(1) only one male wild turkey may be taken from April 1 through April 10 from within Game Zones 1 and 2; and
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N580S2_lv2_31bb0d1a]		(2) only one male wild turkey may be taken from March 22 through March 31 from within Game Zones 3 and 4.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_7a8c23a39]SECTION 3.	 The amendments in this act of Sections 1 and 2 of Section 50-11-580 of the S.C. Code do not affect pending actions, rights, duties, or liabilities founded thereon, or alter, discharge, release or extinguish any penalty, forfeiture, or liability incurred under Sections 1 and 2 of Section 50-11-580.  After the effective dates included in this act, the provisions of law referred to as amended by this act must be taken and treated as remaining in full force and effect for the purpose of sustaining any pending or vested right, civil action, special proceeding, criminal prosecution, or appeal existing as of the applicable effective dates of this act, and for the enforcement of rights, duties, penalties, forfeitures, and liabilities as they stood under the amended laws.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_31f35b04e]SECTION 4.	 Section 1 of this act takes effect January 1, 2025. Section 2 of this act takes effect January 1, 2030.
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