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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 2‑19‑90, RELATING TO THE JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION AND ITS MEMBERSHIP AND FUNCTIONS, SO AS TO REQUIRE ATTORNEY‑LEGISLATORS TO RECUSE THEMSELVES FROM VOTING OR PARTICIPATING IN ANY MANNER IN THE ELECTION PROCESS OF JUDGES AND JUSTICES.

[bookmark: ew_fc37e821c]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_e79ff8dc9][bookmark: dl_f64c10938]SECTION 1.	Section 2‑19‑90 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T2C19N90_a70a01c65][bookmark: up_ba1519657]	Section 2‑19‑90.		(A) The General Assembly shall meet in joint session for the election of judges.  The date and time for the joint session shall be set by concurrent resolution upon the recommendation of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission.  The Chairman of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission shall announce the commission's nominees for each judicial race, and no further nominating or seconding speeches shall be allowed by members of the General Assembly.  In order to be elected, a candidate must receive a majority of the vote of the members of the General Assembly voting in joint session.
[bookmark: ss_T2C19N90SB_lv1_1ddaf5047]	(B) Members of the General Assembly who are attorneys licensed to practice law in this State may not vote or participate in any manner in the election process of any judge or justice including, but not limited to, offering any judicial candidate a pledge or counting votes on behalf of any judicial candidate. Such member shall notify the respective body and recuse himself from the vote and election process on behalf of judicial candidates.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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