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The committee on Senate Operations and Management
To whom was referred a Bill (H. 5042) to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by adding Section 10-1-185 so as to establish on the grounds of the State House a Robert Smalls Monument, create a commission, etc., respectfully
Report:
Has polled the Bill out majority favorable.
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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 10-1-185 SO AS TO ESTABLISH ON THE GROUNDS OF THE STATE HOUSE A ROBERT SMALLS MONUMENT, CREATE A COMMISSION TO DETERMINE THE DESIGN AND LOCATION OF THE MONUMENT, PROVIDE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMISSION, AND SUNSET THE COMMISSION AT A DATE CERTAIN.

[bookmark: wa_e11d171ee]Whereas, the members of the General Assembly propose a monument of enduring historical significance to Robert Smalls, an escaped slave who became a Civil War hero and a legislator in the South Carolina General Assembly and served five terms in the United States House of Representatives; and

[bookmark: wa_f00397540]Whereas, Robert Smalls was born a slave on April 5, 1839, in Beaufort, South Carolina. He was the son of Lydia Polite but owned by John McKee; and

[bookmark: wa_5ff5131f5]Whereas, during the Civil War, Mr. Smalls, illiterate and twenty-three years old, escaped by commandeering the Confederate ship, the Planter, on which he worked, delivering its black passengers from slavery to freedom through a gauntlet of gunboats and forts. Thereafter, he served the Union Army as a civilian boat pilot with distinction in numerous engagements, acted as a spokesperson for African Americans, and was made the first black captain of an Army vessel for his valor; and

[bookmark: wa_2a9416b79]Whereas, Mr. Smalls served in the South Carolina House of Representatives, the South Carolina Senate, and the United States House of Representatives, enduring violent elections to achieve internal improvements for coastal South Carolina and to fight for his black constituents in the face of growing disenfranchisement; and

[bookmark: wa_ace2a2793]Whereas, Mr. Smalls spoke openly in defense of his race and his party. Even with the rise of Jim Crow laws, Mr. Smalls stood firm as an unyielding advocate for the political rights of African Americans; and

[bookmark: wa_acbc48328]Whereas, he was one of the first South Carolinians to advocate successfully for compulsory education; and

[bookmark: wa_d7ea3d2f0]Whereas, Mr. Smalls played a critical role in bridging relations between the black and white communities during and after Reconstruction; and

[bookmark: wa_4c7ae00fe]Whereas, he was the founder of the Enterprise Railroad Company of Charleston; and

[bookmark: wa_c4b76e9c8]Whereas, Mr. Smalls also served as Brigadier General of the South Carolina Militia; opened a store for freedmen and a school for black children; published a newspaper, the Beaufort Southern Standard; and served as the U.S. Customs collector at the port of Beaufort; and

[bookmark: wa_976ebf159]Whereas, he promoted the establishment of the US Naval Station at Port Royal and the purchase of Parris Island; and

[bookmark: wa_ec71d9191]Whereas, in 2007, the US Army named a ship after an African American for the first time, the support vessel Maj. Gen. Robert Smalls; and

[bookmark: wa_d8f49048b]Whereas, Mr. Smalls married Hannah Jones and, upon her death, remarried Annie Wigg. He had four children: Elizabeth, Sarah, Robert, Jr., and William Robert; and

[bookmark: wa_9d2cda1a7]Whereas, Mr. Smalls died in Beaufort on February 22, 1915, in the same house behind which he had been born and served as a slave, and later came to purchase; and

[bookmark: wa_4ca2030c9]Whereas, a monument to honor Robert Smalls would represent the remarkable contributions, achievements, and accomplishments of this forgotten son of South Carolina and would serve as an overdue tribute to the many slaves who sacrificed alongside him. Now, therefore, 

[bookmark: ew_5824f2520]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_cd53097fa][bookmark: dl_658042d10]SECTION 1.	Chapter 1, Title 10 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T10C1N185_29a3d546a][bookmark: ss_T10C1N185SA_lv1_1ca3e923c]	Section 10-1-185.	(A) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 2‑1‑240, there is hereby established on the grounds of the State House a Robert Smalls Monument. The design and location of the monument shall be determined by the commission appointed pursuant to subsection (C). The monument must be erected as soon as is reasonably possible after the design plan has been approved by the General Assembly by concurrent resolution.
[bookmark: ss_T10C1N185SB_lv1_27a631326]	(B) The Robert Smalls Monument Commission is created to determine the design of the monument to Robert Smalls and its location on the State House grounds. The commission is empowered and directed to raise private funds and may receive gifts and grants to carry out its purpose. The commission has the power to create a tax‑exempt nonprofit corporation for the purpose of receiving and disbursing funds for the monument. The staff of the Department of Administration shall assist with the preparation and maintenance of financial records. The financial records are public records except that the names of anonymous donors must not be disclosed. 
[bookmark: ss_T10C1N185SC_lv1_323d69f65]	(C) The commission is composed of eleven members, including:
[bookmark: ss_T10C1N185S1_lv2_13f1c3d5b]		(1) the Chairman of the South Carolina Confederate Relic Room and Military Museum or his designee, to serve as chairman of the commission;
[bookmark: ss_T10C1N185S2_lv2_203655e61]		(2) five members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and
[bookmark: ss_T10C1N185S3_lv2_f52c933b3]		(3) five members appointed by the President of the Senate. 
[bookmark: ss_T10C1N185SD_lv1_fec093264]	(D) The commission shall consult with the South Carolina Confederate Relic Room and Military Museum to determine and confirm the historical accuracy of the monument’s engravings. 
[bookmark: ss_T10C1N185SE_lv1_6c06aa309]	(E) By January 15, 2025, the commission must report the proposed design and location of the monument to the State House Committee for its approval. 
[bookmark: ss_T10C1N185SF_lv1_ae4ea697e]	(F) The commission is dissolved on January 15, 2028. The commission must be dissolved earlier if the monument is dedicated and the final report is made before the dissolution date. If the Robert Smalls Monument has not been dedicated by January 15, 2028, the powers, duties, and responsibilities of the commission must be transferred to the State House Committee.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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