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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 44‑7‑130, RELATING TO HEALTH CARE FACILITY LICENSURE DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO ADD A DEFINITION FOR “ACUTE HOSPITAL CARE AT HOME”; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 44‑7‑170, RELATING TO CERTIFICATE OF NEED EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL OR A SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO PROMULGATE REGULATIONS FOR LICENSING ACUTE HOSPITAL CARE AT HOME PROGRAMS AND SERVICES.

[bookmark: ew_1f3e79525]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_b0abd93e8][bookmark: dl_6e475fc46]SECTION 1.	Section 44‑7‑130 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:
[bookmark: ns_T44C7N130_6ad296f83]
[bookmark: ss_S25_lv1_8685499c5](25) “Acute hospital care at home” means acute‑level hospital care to treat a subset of diagnoses that respond safely and effectively to home‑based acute care, utilizing technology to provide continuous remote patient monitoring and connectivity to the patient and developing in‑home services to ensure the same level of care in the home as in a traditional hospital stay as well as patient safety. Acute hospital care at home must be provided by a hospital licensed in this State pursuant to this article to eligible patients who have provided consent to such care, utilizing a multidisciplinary team to deliver the care.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_91ee07bcd][bookmark: dl_118fbe55d]SECTION 2.	Section 44‑7‑170(A) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T44C7N170_224d0e073][bookmark: ss_T44C7N170SA_lv1_0fd87714a]	(A) The following are exempt from Certificate of Need review:
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N170S1_lv2_ec806643c]		(1) the relocation of a licensed hospital in the same county in which the hospital is currently located, as long as:
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N170Sa_lv3_fe832c5b0]			(a) any Certificate of Need issued to the hospital for a project to be located at the hospital’s existing location has been fulfilled, withdrawn, or has expired in accordance with Section 44‑7‑230 and the department’s implementing regulations; and
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N170Sb_lv3_60561bab8]			(b) the proposed site of relocation is utilized in a manner that furthers health care delivery and innovation for the citizens of the State of South Carolina;
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N170S2_lv2_24a4d1687]		(2) the purchase, merger, or otherwise the acquisition of an existing hospital by another person or health care facility;
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N170S3_lv2_69c85ccf8]		(3) crisis stabilization unit facilities.  Notwithstanding subsection (C), crisis stabilization unit facilities will not require a written exemption from the department.; and
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N170S4_lv2_5236e8984]		(4) acute hospital care at home programs and services delivered by a licensed acute care hospital. The delivery of acute hospital care at home programs and services by a licensed acute care hospital does not require a written exemption from the department. Additionally, patients enrolled in the hospital care at home program shall not be considered within the licensed bed capacity of the hospital participating in the program.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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