Spending Caps Study Committee

Wednesday, October 24, 2007

Minutes

I.
Introduction
Senator Gregory convened the first meeting of the Spending Caps Study Committee on Wednesday, October 24, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in Room 105 of the Gressette Building.  Members of the Study Committee:  Senators Ford, Martin, Ritchie, Sheheen, Bryant, and Lourie were present.  Senator McConnell, chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee, was also present. 

II.
Explanation

Staff counsel E. Katherine Wells explained the items in the Senators notebooks, including Senator McConnell’s proposed constitutional amendment, S. 718, and articles from different interest groups on the topic of tax and expenditure limits.  She announced that all items would be placed on the Statehouse website at www.scstatehouse.net under the Citizens’ Interest section.

III.
Testimony
Public comments were received from Ashley Landess with the South Carolina Policy Council, J.W. Ragley with the NFIB, Don Weaver with the South Carolina Association of Taxpayers, Darrell Scott with the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce, Emerson Reed, a private citizen, Dan Harvell with the S.C. Citizens Lobby, and Howard Duvall with the Municipal Association of South Carolina.  All speakers except Mr. Duvall encouraged the Study Committee to include caps on local governments’ spending, as well as caps on state government spending.  Several speakers suggested that the limitation to be used should be inflation plus population, but agreed that further study on which limits would work best for South Carolina was needed.

IV.
Other
Senator Gregory announced that public hearings would be held on this issue in Charleston, Rock Hill, Greenville, and Columbia.  He asked staff to coordinate with the members of the Study Committee on the dates that would work best for them.  The public hearings’ notices will also be posted on the Statehouse website.  

V.
Conclusion

The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:45 p.m.  
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