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CHAPTER 49.

 JOHN DE LA HOWE SCHOOL

SECTION 59‑49‑10. Establishment of John De La Howe School. 

There is hereby established under the provisions of this chapter an institution to be known as the John De La Howe School. 

SECTION 59‑49‑20. Trustees of School;  appointment;  term;  vacancies. 

The business, property, and affairs of the school must be under the control of a board of trustees, consisting of nine members, appointed by the Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate.  The terms of the members of the board must be for terms of five years.  Appointments to fill vacancies must be for the remainder of the terms in the same manner of original appointments. 

SECTION 59‑49‑30. Removal of trustees;  failure to attend meetings as resignation. 

The members of the board may at any time be removed by the Governor for good cause.  The failure of any member of the board to attend at least one meeting thereof in any year, unless excused by formal vote of the board, may be construed by the Governor as the resignation of such nonattending member. 

SECTION 59‑49‑40. Meetings of trustees. 

The said board shall meet quarterly and oftener as may be required, at least one meeting each year being held at the school. 

SECTION 59‑49‑60. Compensation of trustees. 

All members of the board shall receive per diem and mileage as provided by law for members of state boards, committees, and commissions. 

SECTION 59‑49‑70. School declared a body corporate;  powers. 

The John De La Howe School is hereby declared to be a body corporate and, as such, may sue and be sued and plead and be impleaded in its corporate name, may have and use a proper seal, which it may alter at its pleasure and may acquire by purchase, deed, devise, lease for a term of years, bequest or otherwise such property, real and personal, in fee simple without limitations as may be necessary or proper for carrying out the purposes of its organization as herein declared. 

SECTION 59‑49‑80. Superintendent;  employees. 

The board shall elect a superintendent for said school at such salary and for such term as it may fix.  The superintendent shall employ and discharge all employees of the school, subject to the approval of the board. 

SECTION 59‑49‑90. Oath of trustees;  oath and bond of superintendent. 

All of the members of the board and the superintendent of the school shall, before entering upon the discharge of their duties, take an oath faithfully to perform any and all duties imposed upon them under this chapter.  The superintendent shall execute a bond payable to the State in such sum as shall be required by the board, with sufficient security, which shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of State. 

SECTION 59‑49‑100. Purpose of School. 

It is declared to be the purpose and policy of the State to maintain and develop the school property in accordance with the purposes of the will of Dr. John De La Howe as interpreted by the Supreme Court of South Carolina, Mars v. Gibert, 93 SC 455, which for historical reference reads:  “First, the establishment and maintenance of an agricultural and mechanical school as an institution in Abbeville County, stimulating and improving the industrial life of the entire community;  second, the training, free of charge, of twenty‑four boys and girls, not as college men and women, but in the beginning of school life;  and, third, the like training of the children of the neighborhood not supported by the fund.”   It is declared that the term “Abbeville County” shall be understood to mean that portion of South Carolina known as Abbeville County at the time the will of Dr. John De La Howe was dated, namely January 2, 1797.  The property is now in McCormick County.  It is further declared that, given the above historical perspective, the Board of Trustees of John De La Howe School shall instruct the Superintendent of the school to implement programs which shall meet the needs of children from all of South Carolina who for some urgent reason need to be separated from their home or community. 

SECTION 59‑49‑110. Improved forestry and farm practices. 

The trustees of the John De La Howe School may carry out improved forestry and farm practices on the timber holdings and farmland of the school property and apply the revenues derived from them and any other revenue source on the property for the further improvement and development of the school forest and farmlands and for other school purposes. 

SECTION 59‑49‑120. Funds of estate of Dr. John De La Howe. 

All of the money in the hands of trustees of the estate of Dr. John De La Howe shall by them be delivered to the board of trustees created by this chapter when so requested to do by the board of trustees.  All amounts received from said estate and its operation shall be appropriated for the support and development of the school, in the discretion of the board of trustees. 

SECTION 59‑49‑130. Use of moneys received for property of School. 

The John De La Howe School may use all moneys received by it through condemnation or otherwise for land and other properties of the school used in connection with the development of what is known as the Clark’s Hill Project or for the development of any other similar project in the construction, erection and building of permanent improvements of and for the school and for the equipping of such improvements. 

SECTION 59‑49‑140. Rules and regulations. 

In accordance with the purposes of the school as herein defined the board of trustees shall make such rules and regulations for its own government and for the management of the school as it may deem necessary, consistent with the laws of this State and with the terms of the will of Dr. John De La Howe. 

SECTION 59‑49‑150. Expenses of students. 

Pupils at the school whose estates are sufficient or the relatives of the pupils liable in law for their support whose estates are sufficient shall pay for the maintenance of the pupils in whole or in part.  Policies concerning the manner and method of determining financial ability and the collecting and retention of amounts required to be paid must be determined by the Board of Trustees, in accordance with state policy. 

