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CHAPTER 73.

 SCHOOL TAXES

SECTION 59‑73‑10. Additional county taxes shall be determined by electorate. 

Before any additional tax is levied in any county for school purposes, the question of levying such tax shall first be submitted to the qualified electors of such county as provided by law. 

SECTION 59‑73‑20. School districts declared tax districts. 

The school districts of the several counties of the State are hereby made and declared to be the divisions of the counties for taxation for all school purposes. 

SECTION 59‑73‑30. Levy of annual school district tax. 

The voters or electors of any school district who return real or personal property for taxation may levy and collect an annual tax to supplement any special or other tax for like purposes in the manner herein provided. 

SECTION 59‑73‑40. Petition for and notice of election. 

Upon the written petition or request of at least one third of the resident electors and a like proportion of the resident freeholders of the age of twenty‑one years being filed with the county board of education, asking for the same and stating the rate of tax levy proposed, which shall not exceed fifteen mills, the county board of education shall order the board of trustees of such school district to hold an election at some place within the district, after giving notice of the time and place thereof for at least two weeks in some newspaper published within the county and by posting notice thereof in at least three public places within such school district for such length of time, unless there be no newspaper published within the county, in which event the posting of the notices as above shall suffice. 

SECTION 59‑73‑50. Voting at and conduct of election. 

At such election only such electors as return real or personal property for taxation and who exhibit their tax receipts and registration certificates, as required in general elections, shall be allowed to vote.  At such election the board of trustees shall act as managers, and the election shall be conducted as is provided by law for the conduct of general elections.  At the election each elector favoring the proposed levy shall cast a ballot containing the word “Yes” printed or written thereon, and each elector opposed to said levy shall cast a ballot containing the word “No” printed or written thereon. 

SECTION 59‑73‑60. Levy of tax;  increase, decrease or repeal of tax. 

Within ten days after such election, if the majority of those voting shall vote for such levy, the board of trustees shall furnish the county auditor with a statement of the amount so levied, and the auditor shall enter the same in the tax duplicates, and he shall annually, each year thereafter, enter such amount in the tax duplicates until the same is increased, by the taxpayers, at an election called for that purpose, or is decreased in a manner provided by law, and he is notified that the same has been increased, decreased or repealed;  and if increased or decreased, he shall annually enter it as so increased or decreased.  Such election shall be called and notice given in the same way and manner as is herein provided for the calling of elections to make the levy and the giving of the notice that it has been made, and the county treasurer shall collect the same as other county and State taxes.  Any tax which may be levied, increased, decreased or repealed after October first in any year shall not take effect until the next succeeding year. 

SECTION 59‑73‑70. Levy constitutes a lien. 

A levy made pursuant to Section 59‑73‑60 shall be a lien on the property in such school district, which shall be subject thereto in case of default of payment. 

SECTION 59‑73‑80. Paying out tax collected. 

The tax so collected shall be paid out by the county treasurer upon warrants drawn by the board of trustees, countersigned by the county superintendent of education.  But any surplus of such levy remaining in the hands of the county treasurer at the expiration of any fiscal year shall be paid out as other school funds of the district. 

SECTION 59‑73‑90. Designation of school by taxpayer. 

Each taxpayer when he pays any tax for school purposes voted under the provisions of Sections 59‑73‑40 and 59‑73‑50 may designate to which school in the school district he wishes the money paid by him to go, and the treasurer shall keep a note of such designation, and the money shall be applied as thus designated.  When no designation is made by the taxpayer at the time of such payment the money shall be expended as other school funds in such district. 

SECTION 59‑73‑100. Reduction of unnecessarily high special school levies. 

Whenever in any school district in the State where special levies and taxes have been authorized, levied and are being collected the assessed valuation of the property shall have so increased since the authorization of the special levy as to provide an amount of taxes in excess of that contemplated at the time of the authorization of the levy or in excess of the amount collected the first year under such authorization, then, upon the written petition of the trustees of such school district approved by the county board of education and upon the petition of three fourths of the residents subject to such tax, the auditor of the county in which the school district is situate and the tax being collected shall reduce the levy for such school district to such an amount as will produce the total amount of taxes originally intended to be collected. 

SECTION 59‑73‑110. Reduction of special school levies by boards and legislative delegation. 

All existing special tax levies in all counties and school districts within the State may be reduced as deemed advisable by the local boards of trustees and the county boards of education, with the approval of the Senator and at least one half of the members of the House of Representatives of the county in which such reduction is made.  But no tax levy for retiring bonds or other indebtedness of such school district shall be so reduced. 

SECTION 59‑73‑120. Discontinuance of special school levies when purpose satisfied. 

Whenever the special levy in any school district shall have provided sufficient funds to pay and satisfy the purposes and obligations for which it was authorized, then, upon the written petition of the board of trustees of such school district or upon the written petition of three fourths of the residents in the school district subject to such levy and taxes, the auditor of the county in which the school district is located shall discontinue the assessment authorized. 

SECTION 59‑73‑130. Tax levy in Saluda County for benefit of Ridge Spring School District No. 2. 

The county board of education of Aiken County shall notify the auditor of Saluda County in writing, on or before June thirtieth of each year, of the proposed tax levy for that portion of Saluda County involved in the consolidated school district, and the auditor of Saluda County shall levy, and the treasurer shall collect from the taxpayers of the area of Saluda County known as the Ridge Spring School District No. 2, such amount annually as represented in the written request submitted by the county board of education of Aiken County as provided herein.  Provided,  that such tax levy shall not exceed that levied for that portion of Aiken County involved in the same attendance area for school purposes.  Provided, further,  that no tax levy for school purposes in Saluda County shall be increased unless approval therefor shall have been first obtained in writing from the legislative delegation of the county, including the Senator. 

SECTION 59‑73‑140. Tax levy in Saluda County;  collection and credit of taxes. 

The county treasurer of Saluda County is directed to collect the taxes and credit them to the attendance area.  These credits are to be reported immediately to the county superintendent of education of Aiken County. 

SECTION 59‑73‑150. Tax levy in Saluda County;  county boards of education may draw on funds;  remittance to Aiken County. 

The county boards of education of the respective counties are authorized to draw on these funds for the sole purposes named in Sections 59‑73‑130 to 59‑73‑150, and such funds are to be remitted to the county board of education of Aiken County at the end of the school term and not later than June thirtieth of the current fiscal year. 

SECTION 59‑73‑160. Tuition fees charged under certain conditions to public school students residing on military base or other federal establishment. 

If the federal government in any year ceases to provide federal impact aid or reduces the amount of federal impact aid to those school districts of this State which provide public school education for children who reside on a military base or on another federal establishment in the district wherein local property taxes are not levied, the governing body of the district in that year shall be authorized to charge a tuition fee to such students who attend schools of the district.  The amount of the tuition fee shall be set by the governing body of the district and shall be approved by the State Board of Education. 

The tuition fee per child shall be the same regardless of the school attended and the aggregate amount of the tuition fees charged in any one year shall not exceed the amount of the loss in federal impact aid from the previous year plus or minus a cost‑of‑living adjustment on the amount of impact aid provided in the previous year which shall be equal to the rise or fall in the consumer price index as it existed at the end of the previous year.  If tuition fees are imposed in any year and the federal impact aid cut is later reinstated and paid after the tuition fees have been collected, such fees shall be refunded in full. 

The State Board of Education shall be authorized to promulgate regulations necessary to implement the provisions of this section and the appropriate officials of the school district shall be authorized to refuse admittance to any child who has not paid the tuition fee required herein. 

For purposes of this section: 

(a) “Consumer price index” means the average over a twelve‑month period of the consumer price index published monthly by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, United States Department of Labor. 

(b) “Year” means the fiscal year of the school district concerned. 

