


DISCLAIMER

The South Carolina Legislative Council is offering access to the unannotated South Carolina Code of Laws on the Internet as a service to the public. The unannotated South Carolina Code on the General Assembly's website is now current through the 2009 session. The unannotated South Carolina Code, consisting only of Code text and numbering, may be copied from this website at the reader's expense and effort without need for permission. 

The Legislative Council is unable to assist users of this service with legal questions. Also, legislative staff cannot respond to requests for legal advice or the application of the law to specific facts. Therefore, to understand and protect your legal rights, you should consult your own private lawyer regarding all legal questions. 

While every effort was made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the unannotated South Carolina Code available on the South Carolina General Assembly's website, the unannotated South Carolina Code is not official, and the state agencies preparing this website and the General Assembly are not responsible for any errors or omissions which may occur in these files. Only the current published volumes of the South Carolina Code of Laws Annotated and any pertinent acts and joint resolutions contain the official version.

Please note that the Legislative Council is not able to respond to individual inquiries regarding research or the features, format, or use of this website. However, you may notify Legislative Printing, Information and Technology Systems at LPITS@scstatehouse.gov regarding any apparent errors or omissions in content of Code sections on this website, in which case LPITS will relay the information to appropriate staff members of the South Carolina Legislative Council for investigation. 



CHAPTER 8.

 BUILDING CODES ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

SECTION 6‑8‑10. Definitions. 

As used in this chapter: 
(1) “Building codes enforcement officer” means a person employed by a local jurisdiction, who is responsible for administering a building inspection department, enforcement or rendering interpretations of building, residential, plumbing, electrical, mechanical, fuel gas and energy conservation codes, performing building plan reviews, or performing inspections on one or more building systems. 
(2) “Construction trade discipline” means a discipline, other than any activity regulated by Chapter 13, Title 46, related to the construction of a building including, but not limited to, building, electrical, gas, plumbing, mechanical, or energy services. 
(3) “Contract inspector” means a person certified to perform a building inspection, other than a special inspection, in a construction trade discipline within a local jurisdiction on a contract basis. 
(4) “Local jurisdiction” means a municipality or county of this State. 
(5) “Special inspector” means a person certified to perform special inspections in one or more construction trade disciplines pursuant to the International Building Code. 
(6) “Special registration” means a current authorization issued by the South Carolina Building Codes Council for a person who holds a certification by a recognized code organization, approved by the council, in no more than one construction trade discipline. 
(7) “General registration” means a current authorization issued by the South Carolina Building Codes Council for a person certified in multiple construction trade disciplines by a code organization recognized and approved by the council. 

SECTION 6‑8‑20. South Carolina Building Codes Council;  powers and duties. 

(A) The South Carolina Building Codes Council is responsible for the registration of a building codes enforcement officer, contract inspector, and special inspector pursuant to this chapter.  The council or its designated representative may conduct hearings and proceedings required by law or considered necessary by the council.  The Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation shall employ and supervise personnel needed to administer this chapter.  The council may promulgate regulations for the proper enforcement of this chapter. 
(B) The council shall keep a record of its hearings and proceedings and publish a roster of its registrants.  A registrant shall notify the council of a change in required information within ten days of the change. 

SECTION 6‑8‑30. Certificates of registration;  provisional registration. 

(A) Certificates of registration issued without examination to building codes enforcement officers employed in codes enforcement by July 2, 2003, remain valid only for the position and locality held at the time of registration and may be renewed. 
(B) Upon initial employment by a local jurisdiction, an uncertified individual must be granted a provisional registration without examination which is valid from the date the individual is assigned to perform code enforcement, for the time period authorized by regulation for the requested registration classification.  A current or previously registered individual holding all certifications required for the registration classification for which the person was hired, may be granted a provisional registration for a different classification.  The provisional registration may not be renewed. 

SECTION 6‑8‑40. Registration requirement for codes enforcement officer, contract inspector and special inspector;  penalties. 

(A) Unless registered pursuant to the requirements of this chapter, a person may not practice as a code enforcement officer, contract inspector, or special inspector in this State, except an architect licensed by the Board of Architectural Examiners of this State or an engineer registered by the Board of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors of this State may practice as a special inspector without additional registration required by this chapter. 
(B) It is unlawful to act as a building codes enforcement officer, contract inspector, or special inspector without having first obtained authorization from the Building Codes Council and the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation.  A person violating this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days for a first violation of this section.  For each subsequent violation, a person is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than five hundred dollars. 
(C) A separate violation occurs on each day of a violation. 

SECTION 6‑8‑50. Violations of chapter;  injunction. 

If the council has reason to believe that a person is violating or intends to violate a provision of this chapter, in addition to other remedies, it may order the person to refrain from the conduct.  The council may apply to the Administrative Law Court for an injunction restraining the person from the conduct.  The court may issue a temporary injunction ex parte not to exceed ten days and upon notice and full hearing may issue other orders in the matter it considers proper.  No bond is required of the council by the court as a condition to the issuance of an injunction or order pursuant to this section. 

SECTION 6‑8‑60. Application for registration;  special and general registration. 

(A) A person seeking registration as required by this chapter shall apply on a form prescribed by the council. 
(B) An applicant shall furnish satisfactory proof to the council of valid certification by a recognized code organization or testing agency in the general or special construction trade discipline for which he is employed to perform an inspection.  A special registration authorizes the registrant to practice in the named construction discipline only.  A general registration authorizes a registrant to practice in all construction trade disciplines for which certification has been obtained.  The council or its designated representatives shall review the guidelines employed by the code organization or testing agency in order to determine their continued compatibility with the requirements considered by the council to be consistent with this chapter. 
(C) A local jurisdiction may impose additional requirements upon a person employed as a building codes enforcement officer or contract inspector in its jurisdiction. 

SECTION 6‑8‑70. Duration of certificates;  renewal;  continuing education requirements;  funding. 

(A) All registrations, except provisional, expire on July first of each odd‑numbered year unless renewed before that date.  Renewal of a registration must be based upon a determination by council of the applicant’s participation in approved continuing education.  The council may promulgate regulations setting forth the continuing education requirements for a registrant.  A person failing to renew registration by the expiration date may not practice until registered in accordance with this chapter and shall qualify in the manner provided for new registrants. 
(B) Funding for the certification, training, and continuing education of building code enforcement officers employed by local jurisdictions must be appropriated to the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation in the manner provided in Section 38‑7‑35. 
(C) Certification, training, and continuing education of building code enforcement officers providing inspection services to local jurisdictions on a contractual basis do not qualify for funding as provided in subsection (B). 





