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CHAPTER 13.

 ADMISSION, DETENTION AND REMOVAL OF PATIENTS AT STATE MENTAL HEALTH FACILITIES

SECTION 44‑13‑05. Protective custody;  procedures. 

(A) Except as provided for in Sections 56‑5‑2930 and 56‑5‑2950, if a law enforcement officer observes a person conducting himself in a manner that causes the law enforcement officer to reasonably believe that the person is mentally ill or is suffering from chemical dependency and because of that condition poses a likelihood of serious harm to himself or others or if a criminal offense that carries a penalty of less than one year and that does not involve a victim who could seek a warrant for the person’s arrest has occurred, the law enforcement officer may take the person into protective custody and transport the person to the local mental health center or a crisis stabilization program, if available in their jurisdictions, for examination and pre‑admission screening and evaluation of psychiatric and chemical dependency emergencies. 
(B) Upon arrival at the mental health center or a crisis stabilization program, if available in their jurisdictions, the law enforcement officer who took the person into protective custody pursuant to this section shall complete a written affidavit under oath pursuant to Section 44‑17‑410(1).  If the person is subsequently the subject of a hearing, and if the law enforcement officer who completed the affidavit is given notice of the hearing pursuant to Section 44‑17‑550, the officer may, but is not required to, appear at the hearing. 
(C) The local mental health center or a crisis stabilization program, if available in their jurisdictions, shall arrange for an examination of the person in protective custody by a licensed physician.  The center or crisis stabilization program, if available in their jurisdictions, may detain the person for up to twenty‑four hours for the purpose of psychiatric evaluation and examination by a licensed physician.  If within twenty‑four hours of being taken into protective custody the person is not examined by a licensed physician, or if upon examination the physician does not execute the certification provided for in Section 44‑17‑410(2), the person in protective custody must be released.  If the physician examining the person completes the certification provided for in Section 44‑17‑410(2), the center or crisis stabilization program, if available in their jurisdictions, may continue to detain the person pending transportation by a law enforcement officer to the hospital designated by the certification, as provided for in Section 44‑17‑440. 
(D) The taking of a person into protective custody pursuant to this section is not an arrest.  The officer shall inform the person that he or she is being held in protective custody and is not under arrest.  However, a law enforcement officer taking an individual into protective custody may use that kind and degree of force necessary, including reasonable precautions for self‑protection. 
(E) Except when a person is injured as a result of intentional injury, gross negligence, or a wanton disregard for their personal safety, a law enforcement officer, examining physician, or staff person of a mental health center or a designated facility who acts in accordance with this section is immune from civil liability. 
(F) For purposes of this section, “crisis stabilization program” means a community‑based psychiatric program providing short‑term, intensive, mental health treatment in a nonhospital setting for persons who are experiencing a psychiatric crisis and who are either unable to safely function in their daily lives or are a potential threat to themselves or the community, with treatment available twenty‑four hours a day, seven days a week. 
(G) A law enforcement officer may transport a person as provided in this section to a local mental health center or a crisis stabilization program beyond the officer’s jurisdiction if the law enforcement agency employing the officer has a written memo of understanding with the local mental health center or crisis stabilization program receiving the person taken into custody. 
(H) For purposes of this section, “local mental health center or crisis stabilization program” includes such center or program in an adjoining county or if there is not such a center or program in an adjoining county, then such a center or program in the nearest location. 

SECTION 44‑13‑10. Detention of individual pending removal to facility. 

Pending his removal to a State mental health facility an individual taken into custody or ordered to be admitted may be temporarily detained in his home, a licensed foster home or any other suitable facility under such reasonable conditions as the county governing body, supervisor or manager may fix, but he shall not, except because of and during an extreme emergency, be detained in a nonmedical establishment used for the detention of individuals charged with or convicted of penal offenses.  The county governing body, supervisor or manager shall take such reasonable measures, including provision of medical care, as may be necessary to assure proper care of an individual temporarily detained under this section. 

SECTION 44‑13‑20. Admission of resident ordered committed by foreign court. 

Any individual, legally a resident of this State, ordered to be admitted to any mental health facility under the laws of any other state, may be admitted, upon satisfactory proof of residence, to care and treatment in any State mental health facility of this State.  The orders of any court of competent jurisdiction of another state or of the District of Columbia authorizing admittance of such individual to a mental health facility shall have the same force and effect upon his transfer to this State as a lawful order of any court of competent jurisdiction in this State.  A certified copy of such order shall be furnished the Department of Mental Health prior to the issuance by the Department of Mental Health of any authorization of transfer of such patient.  Jurisdiction in all further matters relating to such mentally ill person shall vest in the judge of probate of the county in which the mental health facility, to which such person is admitted, is located, during his confinement therein, or the judge of probate of the county in which he is legally resident. 

SECTION 44‑13‑30. Removal of patient or trainee who is not a citizen of this State. 

Unless he was admitted pursuant to the Interstate Compact on Mental Health as set out in Section 44‑25‑20 or a supplementary agreement thereto, if any person admitted to a State mental health facility is not a citizen of this State, the superintendent of the facility concerned shall immediately notify the Department of Mental Health, and the Department of Mental Health shall notify the mental health commission or other appropriate agency of the state of which the patient or trainee is a citizen.  If the state of his citizenship fails to provide for his removal within a reasonable time, the Department of Mental Health shall cause him to be delivered to the officials authorized by law to care for similar persons pending their commitment to state institutions of the state of his citizenship.  The cost of these proceedings and conveyance from this State shall be borne by this State under reciprocity agreements made by the Department of Mental Health with the mental health authorities of other states.  In entering upon such reciprocal agreements with other states, the Department of Mental Health shall provide that the requirements necessary to gain residence in this State shall not be less than those required for the acquisition of residence in the other contracting state.  The Department of Mental Health may, however, in cases of undue hardship waive the requirements of residence, for cause. 

SECTION 44‑13‑40. Removal of alien patient or trainee. 

If any person admitted to a State mental health facility is not a citizen of the United States, the superintendent of the facility concerned shall immediately notify the Department of Mental Health of the name of the person and all ascertainable information as to race, nativity, date of last arrival in the United States, the name of the vessel on which he arrived, the port at which he landed and the name of the transporting company.  The Department of Mental Health shall transmit this information to the appropriate United States authorities and shall continue to provide care and treatment for the patient or trainee pending arrangements for his deportation. 

SECTION 44‑13‑50. Return of patient to out‑of‑State mental health facility. 

If a mentally ill patient from an out‑of‑State mental health facility is found to be in this State without permission and upon satisfactory identification of the patient and the request of such facility that the patient be returned, he may be taken into custody by proper public officials and transported directly to the out‑of‑State facility or may be detained in a State mental health facility until such time as transportation arrangements can be made or the patient’s health will permit his return.  The state requesting the return of the patient shall pay all costs of, and incidental to, the transportation and detention of the patient. 

SECTION 44‑13‑60. Transfer of custody of infirm or harmless patient or trainee. 

The Department of Mental Health shall investigate the case of each patient or trainee in a State mental health facility who is simply mentally or physically infirm or who is a harmless mental defective or harmless epileptic.  When, in the opinion of the Department of Mental Health, the family, guardian, trustee, committee or other person legally responsible for the person is financially able to provide for his care, it shall, when in the opinion of the Department of Mental Health this is advisable, transfer the patient or trainee to the custody of that person.  If all persons legally responsible for the patient or trainee are financially unable to provide for his care, the Department of Mental Health shall, when practicable, transfer the custody of the person to the county health authorities of the county of which the patient or trainee was a resident prior to admittance. 

SECTION 44‑13‑70. Admission forms shall be kept by probate judges. 

The judge of probate in each county shall keep an adequate supply of forms necessary for the admission or commitment of persons under this chapter, Chapter 9, Chapter 11, Article 1 of Chapter 15, Chapter 17, Chapter 23, Chapter 24, Chapter 27, and Chapter 52. 





