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CHAPTER 13.

 COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS OF EDUCATION

SECTION 59‑13‑10. Election, term, oath and bond of county superintendent of education. 

Except as otherwise expressly provided, there shall be elected by the qualified electors of the county a county superintendent of education for each county, who shall, except as otherwise expressly provided, hold his office for a term of four years and until his successor is elected and qualified.  He shall, before being commissioned and entering upon the duties of his office, give bond to the State for the use of the county in which he is elected, for educational purposes, in the penal sum of one thousand dollars, except as otherwise provided, with good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by the governing body of the county, conditioned for the faithful and impartial discharge of the duties of his office, and he shall take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed in Section 26, article III of the Constitution of this State, which he shall file in the office of the Secretary of State.  When commissioned he shall immediately enter upon the discharge of his duties.  His failure to qualify within thirty days after notice of his election shall create a vacancy. 

SECTION 59‑13‑20. Qualifications of superintendents and administrative officers of county boards of education. 

The person appointed as administrative officer to the board of education and the person appointed superintendent of any school district shall meet the qualifications required and possess the superintendent certificate issued by the State Board of Education. 
The board of education of any county and the board of trustees of any school district, however, may impose any additional qualifications which it may deem proper.  This section shall not affect any person presently serving as county or district superintendent of education. 

SECTION 59‑13‑30. Commencement of term of office. 

The term of office of the county superintendent of education shall run from July first throughout four consecutive scholastic years in each county. 

SECTION 59‑13‑40. Vacancies in office. 

The State Board of Education shall, except as otherwise expressly provided, fill all vacancies in the office of county superintendent of education for the unexpired term. 

SECTION 59‑13‑50. Office;  supplies and equipment. 

The governing body of each county shall furnish to the county board of education for the use of the county superintendent of education a comfortable and convenient office and suitable office furniture and shall supply such office with fuel, lights, stationery, postage and such other incidentals as are necessary to the proper transaction of the legitimate business of such office. 

SECTION 59‑13‑60. General duties of county and district superintendents. 

Each county and district superintendent of education shall assume such responsibilities and perform such duties as may be prescribed by law or by rules and regulations of the State Board of Education or as may be assigned or prescribed by the county board of education or the district board of trustees. 

SECTION 59‑13‑70. Superintendent shall keep record of school district bonds. 

All county superintendents of education shall keep a complete and full record in a suitable book of all bonds issued by the respective school districts in the respective counties of this State.  The book shall contain the following data:  Date of issue of bonds;  amount of bonds;  maturity of bonds;  date of interest of bonds;  interest due periods of bonds;  and sale price of bonds.  The book required to be kept by the county superintendents of education in this State shall be paid for by the respective counties of this State upon order of the county superintendent of education.  The county superintendent of education shall keep the book herein required of him on file in the office of the clerk of court or register of deeds.  Whenever the bonds have been paid, the superintendent of education shall enter in the book herein provided to be kept by him the date of payment.  Any violation of the provisions of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars or by imprisonment in the county jail or upon the public works of the county for a period of not more than thirty days, in the discretion of the court. 

SECTION 59‑13‑80. Superintendent shall keep register of claims and other matters. 

The county superintendent of education shall keep a register of all claims approved by him and of such other matters as the State Superintendent of Education shall require of him, in the form prescribed by the State Superintendent. 

SECTION 59‑13‑90. Annual report to county treasurer of claims approved. 

The county superintendent of education shall, on or before the fifteenth day of July in each year, report to the county treasurer, by school districts, all school claims approved by him for the school year last preceding, and the county treasurer shall thereupon close the school accounts for that year, carrying over any balance to the credit of each school district to the then current fiscal year. 

SECTION 59‑13‑100. Expenses of superintendents. 

Unless otherwise provided by law, each county superintendent of education shall receive annually, in addition to his salary, such sums as may be necessary to pay the actual expenses incurred by him in attending meetings called for the purpose of advancing educational interests and in visiting schools in other counties in order to become familiar with their management and mode of teaching. 

SECTION 59‑13‑110. Procedure for payment of expenses. 

Such expenses shall be paid on the warrant of the county board of education.  The superintendent’s claim for services and expenses shall be presented in the form of an itemized account against the county board of education, verified by affidavit to the effect that said account is just and true, that the service therein named was honestly and faithfully rendered and that the sum therein claimed is rightfully due and remains unpaid.  When such account shall have been duly audited and approved by the county board of education, it shall be filed with the county treasurer, who shall pay the same ratably out of the funds apportioned to the several school districts in proportion to the average number of children attending the free public schools in each school district. 

SECTION 59‑13‑120. Annual reports to superintendent. 

Any teacher, principal or superintendent employed in the schools of this State, supported in whole or in part at public expense, shall file within two weeks after the close of the session of such school a full and accurate report as required by law.  Any person neglecting, refusing or omitting to file such report when requested by the county superintendent of education shall be liable to the cancellation of his certificate to teach by the State Board of Education and to a fine of not more than twenty‑five dollars to be imposed at the discretion of the county board of education. 

SECTION 59‑13‑130. Private schools required to report to superintendents. 

All private schools shall report to the county superintendent of education, upon request therefor of the county wherein such school is located, the number of pupils receiving instruction, the number in regular attendance, the number of teachers employed and such other facts as will show the grade and amount of educational work actually done in such private school.  The management of any private school neglecting, refusing or omitting to file such report within two weeks after the close of the regular session shall be subject to a fine of not more than twenty‑five dollars. 

SECTION 59‑13‑140. Annual reports to State Board of Education. 

Each county superintendent of education shall file with the State Board of Education within two months after the close of the scholastic year a full and accurate report of all schools under his supervision, which report shall contain such statistics and such other information as the law and the State Board may require.  In any county which does not have a county superintendent of education, the report shall be made by the district superintendent. 

SECTION 59‑13‑150. Contents of annual reports. 

The annual report of the county superintendent of education shall contain the complete statistics of all schools within his county supported in whole or in part from the public funds, as may be required of him by the State Superintendent of Education. 





