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Attn; Representative Murrell Smith : MITEE
Chairman, House Legislative Ethics Comm1ttee ‘
519B Blatt Buildmg
Columbia, SC 29201
"RE:  COMPLAINT C2018-063 In the Matter of William K. Bowers

Dear Representanve Smlth

Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann; § 8-13- -540(B)(6), the State Ethics Comm1ssion hereby
provides you with its recommendation in the above-referenced Complaint.

Dudhey

Sincerely,

Meghan L™Walker
Executive Director.

(R03) 253-4192 : httpi//ethics sa.goy/ EAX (B03) 253-7539




State Fthics Commission—Recommendation to House Legislative Ethics Committee

In the Matter of William K. Bowers

COMPLAINANT INFORMATION

Name Michacl A, Pitts

Address 519 B Blatt Building
Cotumbia, SC 29201

Telephone Number 803-734-3114
Fax Number ' | Non;
Email None

RESPONDENT INFORMATION

| Name William K. Bowers
Address’ PO, Box 686

Hampton, SC29924

Telephone Number 803-943-8893
Fax Number "NOI.IG-. ,
Email repbowers@yahoo.com
Attprney Information ’, lNon; .
Con'ﬁqleﬁtialjty Waived | No

COMPLAINT INFORMATION |
Complaint No.. C2018-063
Compiaint Received . April 18,2018
Facts Sufficient Determination April 18,2018
Facts Sufficient i)eterﬁ;ination-Mad'é By

State Ethics Commission

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

The Staté Ethics Commission recommends the House Legislative Ethics Committee find probable
cause is present and charge Respondent with one count of violation of § 8-13-700(A) for using his

official position as Member of the House of Representatives to obtain an economic interest for a
business with which he is associated.



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE ETHICS COMMISSION

FOR COMMISSION USE ONLY:

' CASE NUMBER
COMPLAINTFORM | ¢ olO(f~ce= |

COMPLAINANT: (hichael A PrHs RESPONDENT: (U} [ lia . Y Bwwery

ADDRESS: 519 B Blatt Bldy, Cuolinsdie SO ppDRESS:  P.0. Bey &G Hamg»‘an,*f CaF7a4
TELEPHONE NUMBER: $43. 34 311 4 TELEPHONE NUMBER: $03-94 - §Fqg
TMLE: “Representutive .

TITLE: f a'?g res enfafi Ve
Set forth in detol) specific facts ipon which you bosed your complaint aguifst ahove-named respandent (only detalled,
elear fortual allegotions will be considered.) {if oddiional spoce Is needed, attach supplementat sheets),
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All investigations, inquiries, hearings, and accompanying docements must remain confidential until a finding of
probable cause or dismissal unless the respandent waives the right to confidentislity. "The wiliful release of
confldential information is a misdemeancr, and any persan releasing such coaRdentisl information, upon, ..
convictios, must be fined not marethan one thonsand dollars {$1,000) or imprisoried not moré than one year,”

Section 8-13-320(19)(g).

STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA
COUNTY OF Richtand Do :
"2 who, first belng duly sworn, says that he/she has read

Personally appeared hefore me .
and knows the contents of the above complaint and that the aflegations contained theraln, are true and eorrect to the
best of his/her own knowfedge, except for those matters thereln haged upon Information and bellef, and as to those

he/she believes them to be true.
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SEC.7 (Revised 2/2018)

REPLY TO: 201 Exetutive Center Drive, Suite 150, Columbla, South Carolina 29210 (803)253-4192
FAXED COPIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED
Cl02 form




Supplemental Sheet to Complaint
Complainant: Michael A, Pitts; Respondent: William K., Bowers
April 17,2018 :

On March 13, 2018, during the House budget dsbate on House Bill 4950, |
known as the ‘annual General Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year 2018-2019,
William K. "Bill" Bowers (Rep. Bowers), District 122, proposed an amendment to
House Bill 4950 to amend Part IB, Sectioh 49, Department of Parks, Recreation &
Toukism (PRT). (See Exhibit 1), Specifically, Amendment 29 proposed to require
PRT to expend up to $400,000 to purchase the one hundred and seven acres of the
land neighboring Liake Warren State Park from the Hampton County Land Trust.
During the discussion of the amendment on the House Floor on March 13%, Rep,
Bowers responded to questioning by Rep. William M, "Bill" Hixon. During the
questioning, Rep. Bowers admitted that he founded the Hampton County Land Trust
as well as filed and paid for the Articles of Incorporation with the 8.C. Secretary of
State’s Office. (See Exhibit 2). The Articles of Incorporation indicated that this is
a public benefit corporation and the agent listed was Bill Bowers. An archived
version of the amendment discussion is located on the Legislature’s ‘website at

- http:/ Scstatehouse.govivideofarchivesphp, Tuesday, March 13, 2018, 9:30
am, House of Representatives, Part 1, approximately 8:38:20. Rep. Bowers has since
acknowledged to me inl an e-mail that there is no formal Trust Agreement document;
there are only the Articles of Incorporation. (See Exhibit 2A). Attached as Exhibit 3
are the deeds to the Hampton County Land Trust regarding the land in question,
Rep. Bowers voted on the motion to table the amendment as well as voted on the

amendment, which did not pass. See House Journal, March 13, 2018 at
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess122 2017-2018/hj18/20180313.hitm, '

Thus, T am referring my complaint to the State Ethics Commission for
investigation as to whether the matters described above involving Rep. Bowers,
violate the Rules of Conduct, that is, Section 8-13-700 of the Ethics, Government
Accountability, and Campaign Reform Act of 1991, ~




| Eyhebit |
HOUSE

| THIS AMENDMENT
AMENDMENT . - ADOPTED
MARGHQ_,ZOIS@" o .
- o | CLERK OF THE. HOUSE

| REP BOWERS PROPOSES THE''FOLLOWING AMENDMBNT |

No. TOH.4950 AS INTRODUCED BY WAYS & MEANS-
¢Doc NaMe u: \LBGWORK\HOUSE\AMEND\H-~ WM\OO2\LAKE WARREN STATE rmnocx)

- EXPLANATION: REQUIRES PRT O ACQUIRE LAND' .
NEIGHBOR[NG LAKE WARREN STATE PARK, - |
AMEND THE BILL, AS' AND IF AMENDED PART IB

,SECTION 49, DEPARTMENT - OF PARKS, .
'RECREATION & TOURlSM PAGE 381 AFTER ‘

" LINE 2, BY ADDING .AN APPROPRIATELY NUMBERED
PARAGRAPH TO READ: S
i {PRT LanD ACOUISITION) OF THE FUNDS' |
APPROPRIATED TO AND/OR AUTHORIZED FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF PAnKs, REOREA TION, AND Toumsm a
THE DEPARTMENT IS DIRECTED TO EXPEND UP ro'f
$400, 000 710 PURGHASE THE ONE HUNDRED AND

SEVEN ACRES OF LAND NEIGHBORING LAKE WAHREN'
STA TE PARK.|

Rentimber seotions te gonform.
Amend totals and titles to conform.

¢

, H:\LEGWOBK\HOUSE\AMENDW-WM\OOZ\LAKE WARREN STATE PARK.DOCX
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Exhebit < A

JaneShuls; — N
=, From: Bill Bowers <rephowers@yahoo.cam>
Lo Psant Tuesday, Aprll 03, 2018 301 PM

To: Jane Shiiler; JoAnne Lamprecht

Subject; Re: Chairrnan Pitts letter

Attachments: Bowers 3.26.18 Lir.pdf

Chairman Pitts '

There is but one document regarding the Hampion County Land Trust, the articles of Incorporation. It is my understanding
thal you have this document,

If nol, a copy is on file al the Hampton County Delegation office and the Secretary of State Office.
Slinceraly,

Bl Bowers

On Wadnesday, March 28, 2018, 2:12;11 PM EDT, Jane Shulet <JaneShuler@schouse.gov> wrote;

March 28, 2018
T
(.;_iﬁf,‘;)Dear Rep. Bowers,

~ As we discussed on the phone today, please send a written responise ta Chairman Pitt's latter, see attached, which was
mailed to you on Monday, _

Sinas.reiy.
Jane
8am jﬂu&.a.

Jane Q. Shuler

("7 Counsel, House Ethics Committee

Room 519, Blatt Building
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% STATH OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) _
- } TITLE TO REAL BSTATE
% COUNTY OF HAMPI'ON } . '
a KNOW AL MEN BY VHESL PRESENTS, that i&WE&L&ME&RS In the State aloresnid '
th

for und'fn ‘considerpfion of the som of TWCHUNDRIRTHOUSANDJANDING/1 004(S200,000:00)
Dnliarsnmmu,puiil.by.Hf&ME!T@;}I;COUNT’t\’*hAND»‘I-“RUSWGJO:BIIliBov‘.*é‘r’é%mOaBﬁxsmﬁyuamﬁwg
Soulhigarolinds2902 4w insthe ‘StmbRuforiuid®County of Hempton the receipl whereof 1 hereby

acknowledged, liave granted, bargaited, sold and reloused, by these prossals do grant, bargain, sell and

tolonstiuntes the SaRd HAMPTON TOUNTY UANGTRUS iy sucecssors und sselins, the followirg

deseribed propery, to-wit:

All that plece, parcel ot lot of land situste, lying and being in the County of
Hampion, State of South Caroling, contalning one (1) neve more or lesy, said lot being
delineated and shiown op a plat thereof made by Jo P Miley, Regy., CEL.S., dated
October 7, 1959 snd entitled “Plat of Propurty of B. P, Sanders, located aspproximarely 5
ditles Sowth of ilampton, Hampton County, Southr Carglini® s having the. following
messurcenents and boundades, to-wii; On the Soulhuast bounded by 5 County road a
distonce of 210 feel: on the Suuchwyst bounded by lends of Mumray R. Deloach a
digtance of 210 fect; on the Nodhwest bounded by tands of Murray R Delpach s

distance of 210 feat; and on the Noptheagt bounded by lands of Murray R, DoLoach a
distinee of 210 fee, Referonce to sakd pla §s hercby craved for a more -particular
desoription of sail lag, .

{TMS4 U84-00-00-012)

ALSO, All of that certgin picco, parce} or traet of lund, sfiuate, lying and being in
Hamptan County, South Caralina, loeated about five {5) miles Southwesi of the Toven of
Hampton and belog a poitien of that Wt of land formerly owned by B. P. Sanders,

containing 7.3 acred, mon: or less, abd shown and delincated upon & plat mids by Joa P,

Mitay, Reg,, C.E,, LS., dated Janusry 14, 1961, entitled *“Plat of Property of B, P.

Sandors”, said plat belng recorded in the office of the Clerk of Court for Hampton Caisnity
int Plat Book 9 page 52, Sald propenty being bounded as follows: On the Nogheast for a
distance of 865 fust by propeny, now or formerly of Mumay R. Delmach: oh the
Northwest Tor a distancd 428 feol by property, now or lumerly, of Munay R DeLouch:
ai the Southwey for n didtance o'655 feet by property, now or formerly, of Murray R,

PéLonch and for » distange of 210 by proprty uf B, P. Sandsry; and on the Southeagt far
2 distance of 210 (ect by n County Roud curreitly known us Murmy Road,

oo can
{'TMSH#084.00-00-01 1) MILIHER WETT

HAMPTON COUNTY 8¢
N§-23-2017 07148 pa.
REC: FEE!Y 10.00




Thia being the sams pmpemy sonveyed (o Cumil Rivers by decd of

Steve O, Safders: dated May 28, 2011, e Muy 2, 2012 at 2:20 p.m. ia tho office of

the Clesk of Oourt for Himplon Coumy Sou Gnra!ina in Deed Bopk 383 «page 176,

Together with ail and singular, the rights, hemben, hovedltaments and appuriensnces to the said
premises belonging or in anywies ineldent ar sppertaining.

‘To Tfave and to Hold all and singular the premises befors mentioned wito Lhe said HAMPTON
COUNTY LAND TRUST, its successor and x3aigns farover and f do beréby bidd my;ol.f ad my hws,
eketnlora and admitisteaiors, to warant‘and forsver defend alt and singular the sald prodhises uato the -
wid HAMPTON COUNTY LAND TRUST, ki-sucoossors and ‘assigns, sgatist me wnd my bedrs md
sgiipst every porsan whomssever Tawiully clalming, or {0 clim, the sams o aty pert thareof,

' WITNESS my Hand and Sl this 22 day 6F June In the Yesr of our Lird twe thounnd twelve

wnd in tho two hundred ani: lbu'éy fifth yasr of the Suwxcignly and Independonce of ik Uited States of
Amarich.

b

S:gned. Scnled lnd Dellvered

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
GOUNTY OF HAMPTON . '- )

The ‘Soregoliig jnetrument wan askowledgod before me this 22% day of fune, 2012 by

MM___,

My Comssission Explrest s{s[ ]

OEED FREFARED WITH BENUFIT OF TITLE EXAMINATION BY SOLOMONS & LAWTON P.0, BOX $43, ESTILL, SC 2e913
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

COUNTY OF L CHmA@TOn/ ) AFFIDAVIT FOR EXEMPT
TRANSFERS -

PERSONALLY appeared baefore ma !ha uridersigined, whe balng duly swom
deposes and says'

I have read the |nlormal!on ot thé back of this amdavn and | understand such
lnforrnation. o

2. The propem' belrig iranéferrad Is located at_

3, The daed is exempt from the dedd recording laa bwause (See Infornytion
seuﬂcm of affidevit):

'ﬂm}g 2}

oxermpt under eifampnonm R TE Inforetion mﬁ ot
affidavi, did the egent and principal relutionship exlet et the tima of the originat

sale and was the purposa of this relationship to purchiae the realty? Chetk
Yas_____ or No

As reguired by Cade Section 12*24-7& I sjgte thal | em a ragponsible peudn

| whowaswnneﬁedwlththoh‘mcﬂon

Aﬁ‘ah

5. | undersiand that 8 perdon mqlred to furigh this-afficavit who wilfully
mrnisrses a faise or fraudulerit davlt is guilty of g misdemeancr ang,

conviction, must be'fined not more than on% thmuand dollers.or Impﬂm not
more than oné year, of both,

WY
e Tansason - %W&W%

Print or Typs Name Here
SWORN to before me this Zacdayof _ U 29 (2.
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J. David Weeks G. Murrell Smith, Jr,
Vice-Chairman Chairman

Heather Ammons Crawford
Wallace H. “Jay” Jordan, Jr.,
John Richard C, King

Jane O, Shuler TBouse ?Legtﬁ[atthe €thics Committee

Chief Legal Counsel

Julia J. Foster
Assistant Legal Counsel

P.O. BOX 11867
519 BLATT BUILDING
COLUMBIA, SC 29211
TELEPHONE: 803-734-3114
FAX: 803-734-8795

ORDER OF DISMISSAL
IN THE MATTER OF WILLIAM K. BOWERS
COMPLAINT NO. C2018-063

Beth E. Bemnstein
Secretary

Peter M. McCoy, Jr.
Dennis C, Moss
J. Todd Rutherford
Leonidas E. “Leon” Stavrinakis

Lynne Short
Executive Assistant

NONCONCURRENCE WITH SEC’S PROBABLE CAUSE FINDING

Complainant: Michael A, Respondent: William K.
Pitts Bowers

Address: 519 Blatt Building Address: P.O. Box 686
Columbia, South Carolina Hampton, SC 29924

29201 Telephone Number: 843-
Telephone: 803-734-3114 943-8893

This is in respo'nse to the State Ethics Commission’s (herein “SEC™) Recommendation and
Investigative Report (herein “Report”) dated May 17, 2019. The House Legislative Ethics

Committee (herein “Committee™) met on May 22, 2019 and responds as follows.

BACKGROUND

On April 17, 2018, former Representative Mike Pitts filed a complaint with the State Ethics
Commission. He requested the State Ethics Commission investigate whether Rep. William K.
Bowers violated the Rules of Conduct, that is, Section 8-13-700 of the Ethics, Government

Accountability, and Campaign Reform Act of 1971. Mr. Pitts alleged:

On March 13, 2018, during the House budget debate on House Bill 4950, known as the
annual General Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year 2018-2019, Rep. Bowers, District 122,
proposed an amendment to House Bill 4950 to amend Part 1B, Section 49, Department of
Parks, Recreation & Tourism (PRT). Specifically, Amendment 29 proposed to require PRT
to expend up to $400,000 to purchase the one hundred and seven acres of the land
neighboring Lake Warren State Park from the Hampton County Land Trust (Land Trust).
During the discussion of the amendment on the House Floor on March 13th, Rep. Bowers

|




responded to questioning by Rep. William M. "Bill" Hixon. During the questioning, Rep.
Bowets admitted that he founded the Hampton County Land Trust as well as filed and paid
for the Articles of Incorporation with the S.C. Secretary of State’s Office. The Articles of
Incorporation indicated that this is a public benefit corporation and the agent listed was Bill
Bowers. An archived version of the amendment discussion is located on the Legislature’s
website at http://www.scstatehouse.gov/video/archives.php, Tuesday, March 13, 2018,
9:30 am, House of Representatives, Part 1, approximately 8:38:20. Rep. Bowers has since
acknowledged to me in an e-mail that there is no formal Trust Agreement document; there
are only the Articles of Incorporation. . . Rep. Bowers voted on the motion to table the
amendment as well as voted on the amendment, which did not pass. See House Journal,
March 13, 2018 at http.//www.scstatechouse.gov/sess 122 2017-2018/hj18/20180313 htm.

Supplemental Sheet to Complaint.

On May 16, 2019, the SEC having met considered and duly investigated the Complaint
against Respondent, issued a recommendation to Commiitee for a finding of probable cause.
Specifically, the SEC charged Respondent with one count of violating Section 8-13-700 for using
his official position as a Member of the House of Representatives to obtain an economic interest
for a business with which he is associated,

On May 21, 2019, Attorney Brad Hutto contacted the Committee to inform the Committee
that he represented Respondent. He also provided documents related to the Land Trust. One
document dated December 10, 2003 entitled Hampton County Delegation (Delegation) authorized
Respondent as incorporator to file Articles of Tncorporation for the Land Trust. This document was
executed by Respondent, Sen. John Matthews, the late Sen. Clementa Pinckney, former Rep.
Thayer Rivers, and Sen. Brad Hutto. On the same date, the Delegation executed another document
directing “the treasurer of the Land Trust the amount of § _ for the purpose of acquiring land
for perpetual public benefit. The land (Sanders tract) may be transferred to the Department of Parks
Recreation and Tourism (PRT). The land shall ultimately be used as part of Lake Warren State
Park by deed of easement.” See Exhibit A.

On May 22, 2019, the Committee met to consider, inter alia, this matter.

FINDINGS

S.C. Code Ann. Section 8-13-700 provides:

(A)No public official, public member, or public employee may knowingly use his
official office, membership, or employment to obtain an economic interest for himself,
a family member, an individual with whom he is associated, or a business with which
he is associated. This prohibition does not extend to the incidental use of public
materials, personnel, or equipment, subject to or available for a public official's, public
member's, or public employee's use that does not result in additional public expense.

(B)No public official, public member, or public employee may make, participate in
making, or in any way attempt to use his office, membership, or employment to
influence a governmental decision in which he, a family member, an individual with




whom he is associated, or a business with which he is associated has an economic
interest. A public official, public member, or public employee who, in the discharge of
his official responsibilities, is required to take an action or make a decision which
affects an economic inierest of himself, a family member, an individual with whom he
is associated, or a business with which he is associated shall:

S.C. Code Ann. Section 8-13-700(A)-(B). Section 8-13-100(4) defines “Business with which he
is associated” as “a business of which the person or a member of his immediate family is a director,
an officer, owner, employee, a compensated agent, or holder of stock worth one hundred thousand
dollars or more at fair market value and which constitutes five percent or more of the total
outstanding stock of any class.”

The SEC’s investigation noted that Respondent submitted an amendment to the 2018-2019
General Appropriations Bill, specifically Part 1B, Section 49, to appropriate funds for the
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism to purchase land currently owned by the Land Trust.
The recording during the budget debate confirmed that Respondent addressed the SC House of
Representatives on March 13, 2018 regarding this proposed amendment, and during his remarks
on this amendment, Respondent strongly encouraged fellow House Members to pass the
amendment. The SEC’s investigation revealed that Respondent also warmed House Members of
the fleeting nature of this opportunity and advised them of the increased potential for tourism and
other revenue produced by this land purchase. The investigation further indicated Respondent
voted against a motion put forth by Representative Herbkersman to table his amendment. The

investigation indicated that Respondent then voted to adopt his amendment. The amendment was
not adopted.

The SEC’s investigation ascertained that Respondent was the sole incorporator and
registered agent for the Hampton County Land Trust. The investigation further revealed that
Respondent participated in real estate transactions as the representative for the Land Trust, and
that Respondent submitted and signed official and legal documents for the Land Trust, to include
applications for tax exemptions submitted to the SC Department of Revenue. Despite the SEC’s
inquiries to multiple state and federal entities, as well as Respondent, the investigation did not
reveal any evidence of the identities of any other members or Board members of the Land Trust.

Thus, the SEC found probable cause for one count of violating Section 8-13-700(A) for
Respondent’s use of his official position as a Member of the House of Representatives to obtain
an economic interest for the business with which he is associated. Specifically, during the debate
for the 2018-2019 General Appropriations Bill on March 13, 2018, he proposed, advocated for,
and voted for an amendment, that is, Amendment 29, to Section 49, Parks, Recreation and Tourism
to the Appropriations Bill to purchase land for $400,000 owned by the Hampton County Land

Trust, which Respondent was the sole incorporator and registered agent. However, the amendment
did not pass.

As noted above, Respondent’s attorney provided the Committee with Exhibit A on May
21,2019. Exhibit A included: 1) one document dated December 10, 2003 entitled Hampton County
Delegation, which authorized Respondent as incorporator to file Articles of Incorporation for the
Land Trust. This document was executed by Respondent, Sen. John Matthews, the late Sen.




Clementa Pinckney, former Rep. Thayer Rivers, and Sen. Brad Hutto; 2) one document dated
December 10, 2003 executed by the Delegation directing “the treasurer of the Land Trust the
amount of $___ for the purpose of acquiring land for perpetual public benefit. The land (Sanders
tract) may be transferred to the Department of Parks Recreation and Tourism. The land shall
ultimately be used as part of Lake Warren State Park by deed of easement,” 3) plat of Lake Warren
State Park; 4) Articles of Incorporation for the Land Trust, and 5) Certificate of Incorporation, Non
Profit Corporation for the Land Trust.

At the Committee meeting on May 22, 2019, Attorney Brad Hutto, appeared before the
Committee on behalf of his client, Respondent, who agreed to waive confidentiality. Attorney
Hutto admitted to the lack of cooperation by his client with the SEC and the fact that Respondent
did not provide them with the requested information. However, he denied that his client committed
a violation of the Ethics Act.

As background, Attorney Hutto explained that Respondent (to the House) and he (to the
Senate) were elected in 1996 and became members of the Hampton County Delegation
(Delegation). He stated that Hampton County had a medical waste facility where hospitals and
medical practices disposed of waste. Attorney Hutto noted that the Department of Health and
Environmental Control established a fee schedule for the waste disposal and some of the money
went to the waste disposal fund (fund). He stated that the Delegation was authorized to use the
fund for public projects.

Attorney Hutto stated that the Delegation authorized Respondent to set up a land trust and
he was permitted to use money from the Land Trust to buy land next to the state park. See Exhibit
A. According to Attorney Hutto, the Delegation set up Respondent as the sole incorporator for the
Land Trust. He stated that Respondent proposed the amendment at issue to have PRT buy the
property from the Land Trust and money would go back to the Land Trust. He noted that the
property would be for a perpetual public benefit and the money would not be payable to
Respondent but to the Land Trust. Attorney Hutto denied that Respondent would personally
benefit from the sale; he was solely the trustee. He noted that Hampton County manages the fund

and controls the money. He explained that Respondent did not have signatory authority on the
fund’s checks.

In closing, Attorney Hutto explained the Delegation authorized Respondent to enter into
the property transactions for the Land Trust as a trustee. He noted that members of the Delegation
from the Senate would still need to approve the transaction. He stated that they discussed having
a Senate Proviso for sale of the Land Trust property to PRT, but Respondent wanted the Proviso
to occur in the House. He noted that the purpose of selling the land to PRT was for the benefit of
the lake in order to develop hiking trails,

CONCLUSION
The Committee NOTES that the finding of probable cause by the SEC for violation of

Section 8-13-700(A) by Respondent was due to lack of cooperation by Respondent during the
SEC’s investigation into this matter. The Committee further NOTES that Exhibit A was not




provided to the SEC during the investigation. The Committee also NOTES that all the time spent
on the investigation of this matter would not have been necessary if Respondent had cooperated.

Based upon the clear and convincing supplemental evidence provided to the Committee,
The Committee FINDS that Respondent was authorized by the Hampton County Delegation to act
as a trustee to procure land for the Hampton County Land Trust, which would be subsequently
sold to PRT. The Committee further FINDS that Respondent would not and did not accrue any
personal or economic benefit from the land sale. ‘

Accordingly, the Committee NONCONCURS with the SEC’s finding of probable cause
that Respondent violated Section 8-13-700(A).




AND IT IS SO ORDERED. this 3 "‘f)day of *-ﬂ'l% 2019, by the followmg members

of the House Ethics Committee:

Rep. G. Murrell Smith, Jr, Chairman
Rep. J. David Weeks, Vice-Chairman
Rep. Beth E. Bernstein, Secretary
Rep. Heather Ammons Crawford
Rep. Wallace “Jay” Jordan, Jr.

Rep. John Richard C. King

Rep. Peter M. McCoy, Jr.

Rep. Dennis C. Moss

Rep. J. Todd Rutherford

Rep. Leonidas E. “Leon” Stavrinakis




EXHIBIT A
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RBill Bowers
District No, 120 - Hampton-
Colleton Counties
B O, Box 550
Brinson, SC 29011

724 Harnpton Streel
Walterhorn, SC 20488

310-B Blay Building
Columbia, 8C 20211

December 10, 2003

The Hampton County Delegation hereh

House of Representatifes
Siate of Bouth Tareline

HAMPTON COUNTY DELEGATION

@ooz

Committee;
Agriculture, Natirg] Resoureoy
and Environrmental Affairs

State Honse (803) 734-2959
Hampten [B03) 943-7520
Coliston (843) 548-7586
WKB @ scstatebonse not
BillBowers.com

Y 4cts 10 incorporate the Hampton County Land

Trust Tor the purpose of acceptin:z, holding, investing, and transferring both real and
personal property for the perpetwit] public benctil.

The Delegation hereby directs the ireas
County Land Trust the amount of §
land for perpetual public benefit. The land {Sanders trac) m
Department of Parks Recreation and Teurism. The land shal
Lake Warren State Park by either deed of sasement.

urer of Hampton County to grant to the Hampton
for the purpose of acquiting

ay be transferred to the

i ultimately be nsed as part of

It is expected that, if possible, any transfer by deed or easement to PRT shall constitite

the local match for additional grant money from the federal or state government to further
e¢nhance and improve the park.

The treasurer shall charge the Medical Waste Fund controlled by the legislative

Rl

Bl Borern—
Sen. Brad Hutto

Rep. William Knight Bowers

8 ohn Matthews

hodn O A A

Sen. Clementa Pinckdey/
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Bill Bowers
Distrigt No. 120 Humpion-
Colieton Counties
P. O. Box 350
Brunson, SC 2001

Commiitee:
Agriculture, Natura)l Resourges
and Buvironmental Alfairy

Tk State House (03} 734-2059
_ . _ Hampton (803) 943-7520
724 Humpion Street Horse of Represextatites Colleton (343) 549-7586
Walterbaro, SC 29488 @
erbaro, SC 8 Btute wf South Garnling WKB ;ﬁf::cz:c:;i:z
310-B Blatt Buliding

Columbia, 8C 29211

HAMPTON COUNTY DELEGATION

December 10, 2003

The Hampton County Delegation hereby authorizes William Knight Bowers,
as Incorporator, o file the articles of incorporation for the Hampion County
Land Trust for the purpose of accepting, holding, investing, and transferring
both real and personal property for the perpetual public benefit.

Rep. William Knight Bowers Rep. Thayer Rivers

44 e

Sen. Brad Hutto

Chnets O,

Sen. Clementa Pinckn
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FIFED TG 38 A TRUE AND GORRECT COPY .
%ﬁﬁgm%s&@ﬁ;‘ﬁﬂf&ﬁ@ ™8 STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA FIL EIl
SECRETARY OF §TATE DEC 1 7 2003
DEG 17 2003 NONPROFIT CORPQRATION
ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION Pk 5
SECRETARY OF STATE

SECAETARY OF STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ,
Pursuant 1o Section 33-31-202 of the South Garoling Code of Laws, as amended, the undersigned
carporation submits the following informastion:

1. The name of the nenprofit corporation fe _Hrﬁm PIe Ny C eunTy Lleansd 7:-\? V5T
2. The initial registered office of the nonproft corporationis _{ & Ela éj‘f- Eqs
' Streel Addrese
Hameron Haw g 1o S¢ LT7 2.4
- Clty Gty St ' Zin Gode

The narmne of the ragistered agent of the nonprofit corporation at that office is

William Kniﬂh"\‘ Beowers

Frint Name

| hergby consent to the appointment #s registerad agent of the corporation,
M LAAS

Agent's Signature

3. + Check“a”, *b", or "¢” whichever is applicable. Check only one box;
B The nenprofit camoration is a public benefit corporation,
5. M The nonprofit somoration is religious corporation,
c. M he nonprofit corporation is a mutusal benefit corporation.
4, Check "a” or “b", whichever is applié.able:
M This corporation will have members,

a.
B s corporation will not have members.

8, The addrass of the principat office of the ronprofit corporation is
o £l 54, sr o Ty HetmpTon S 272y
Street Address Cily Gounty Blate Zip Code _
8. f this nonprofit corporation is either a public benefit or religious corporation (when box “a” or *b”

of paragraph 3 is checked), complete efther "a” or ‘b, whichever is applicabls, to
describe how the remaining assats of the corporation will be distributed upon dissolotion
of the corporation.

. Upon dissolution of the corporation, gssets shall be distributed for one or
more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 801(eX3) of the
Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future
Federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the Federal govemment, or
to a state or foca! govertiment, for a public purppse. Any such asset
not 8o disposeil of shall be disposed of by the Court of Common Plaas of
the county in whick the principal office of the corporation js then located,
exclusively for such purpeses or to such organization or organizations,
a5 sald vourt shall determine, which are organized and operated
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exctusively Tor such purposes.

b. | Upon dissolution of the corporation, consistent with the faw, the remaining
assets of the corporation shall be distributed to

If the corporetion is a mutual baneflt carporation (when box *c” of paragraph 3 Is checked),
commplete either "™ or 'b", whichever is applicable, to describe haw the {remaining)
assets of the corporation will bu distributed upon dissolution of the corporation,

a. M Yron dissolution of the mutual benefit corporation, the {remalning)
essets shall be distributed to its members, or if it has no members, to

those persons to whom the corporation halds itself ot #5 benefiting or
sanving, '

b. | Upon dissalution of the mutual benefit corparation, the (remaining)
assels, cansistent with the law, shall be distributed 1o

The optional provisions which titg nonprofit corporation slects to inciude in the artiches of
Incorporation are as follows (Bee 33-31-202(c) of the 1578 South Carolina Code of Laws, as
amended, the applicable comments thereto, and the instructions 1o this forrr) _

& _&ce wlo | japect s A g fer batA sl g AL 2ol s tests

:&W&_.M.i SErae bt

The name end address of each incorporator Is as follaws (only one is required)

William Kmﬁh'i‘ Bowets 10 Basr Blaw S Bameny SC 2 g9y
Natme Address

Zip Goda
Name Andress | ' — Zip Code
Neme Py preri 2ip Codde

Each orglnai director of the nonprofit corporation must sign the articies but only if the
directors are named in these adicles:

Name (Only # named in articles) Signature of glrector
Name {Only f named in arliches) ‘Signature of director
Narme (Gnly § named in articles) ' Siartire of dreciar

Each incorparater Est sign the articles,
Stynature of Incporator l

Signature of ncorporator

Signature of ievmeralor
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Office of Secretary of State Mark Hammond

Cerlificate of Incorporation, Nonprofit Corporation
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I, Mark Hammond, Secretary of State of South Carolina Hereby certify that:

el

!

HAMPTON COUNTY LAND TRUST,
a nonprotit corporation duly organized under the laws of the state of South Carolina
on December 17th, 2003, and having a perpetual duration uniess otherwise indicated
below, has as of the date hereof fied a Deciaration and Petition for incorporation of &

nonprofit corporation for Religlous, Educational, Social, Fraternal, Charitable or other
gleemosynary purpose,

Now, therefore, | Mark Hammond, Secretary of State, by virtue of the authority in me vests
by Chapter 31, Title 33, Code of 1978 and Acts amendatory thereto, do hereby de-
clare the organization to be a body politic and corporate, with all the rights, powers,
privileges and immunities, and subject to alf the limitations and liabilitles, conferred by
Chapter 31, Title 33, Code of 1978 and Acts amendatory thereto.

Given under my Hand and the Great Seal of
the State of South Carolina this 17th day of
December, 2003.

Pedde. Hommmardd.

Mark Hammond, Secrstary of State
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