
Department of Corrections Media Releases 
Current as of August 6, 2019 

 
In late June 2019, the Ad Hoc Subcommittee requested SCDC provide it copies of media releases and responses 
to media inquiries.  Attached is information SCDC provided to the Committee.  Committee staff create the brief 
description of each document seen below. 
 
 
Documents included 
Note:  CI means Correctional Institution and CO means Correctional Officer. 
 
• Shaw Industries hardwood flooring plant at Tyger River CI and Perry CI via Prison Industries Program 

(June 26, 2019) 
• Arrest of former CO Gadson at Lieber CI - Assault and battery third degree; Misconduct in office (June 26, 

2019) 
• Arrest of visitor Stewart - Drugs-manuf.; Possession of scheduled substances, w.i.t.d. first offense; Criminal 

conspiracy; Contraband to inmate (June 26, 2019) 
• Arrest of former CO Mikell at Allendale River CI - Misconduct in office; Contraband to inmate (June 28, 

2019) 
• Arrest of former CO Williams at Broad River CI - Possession with intent to distribute marijuana; 

Misconduct in office; Criminal conspiracy; Contraband to inmate (June 28, 2019) 
• CO at Broad River CI attacked by stabbing (June 28, 2019) 
• Arrest of former CO Manning at Kirkland CI- Misconduct in office; Contraband to inmate (July 1, 2019) 
• Arrest of member of public Pennick related to MacDougall CI - Distribution of marijuana; Criminal 

conspiracy; Contraband to inmate (July 1, 2019) 
• Arrest of former CO Williams at Lee CI - Assault and Battery (July 8, 2019) 
• Arrest of visitor Holden at Tyger River CI - Conspiracy to introduce contraband (July 8, 2019) 
• Death Row moved from Kirkland CI to Broad River CI (July 8, 2019) 
• Arrest of former inmate Dicosola - Trespassing and contraband (July 12, 2019) 
• Sentence for former CO Dunbar arrested for contraband (July 15, 2019) 
• Arrest of employee Wideman – Contraband (July 16, 2019) 
• Inmate Mayes charged with murder (July 17, 2019 State Law Enforcement Division media release related to 

SCDC inmate) 
• Two former SCDC COs Indicted by Grand Jury in "Cash Cow" case (July 18, 2019 Attorney General media 

release related to SCDC) 
• Arrest of inmate Lloyd - Criminal Conspiracy (July 22, 2019) 
• Information presented at the Raise the Age Senate meeting (July 23, 2019) 
• Arrest of former CO Torres at Ridgeland CI - Inmate assault (July 24, 2019) 
• Arrest of former CO Pattman - Assault and Battery (August 2, 2019) 
• Death of Inmate Brakefield Jr (August 4, 2019) 
• Stabbing at Lieber CI (August 6, 2019) 
• Stabbing and death at Broad River CI (August 6, 2019) 
 



June 26, 2019 
Response to media inquiry SCDC emailed LOC 

Shaw Industries operates a hardwood flooring plant at Tyger River Correctional Institution and is renovating a 
facility at Perry Correctional Institution. 

The facility at Perry has been in the works for almost a year and is expected to employ about 50 inmates, plus 
supervisors from Shaw. It is in the final stages of approval from various state agencies and is expected to open 
in February 2020. 

The work at Perry is an operation that will apply finishing touches on hardwood flooring, like polish and veneer 
top coats. Inmates in this program will be paid by Shaw at least minimum wage. 

This program is operated under the guidelines of the federal Prison Industries Enhancement Program as 
certified by the Bureau of Justice Assistance. This approval is required as well as approval from the S.C. 
Department of Commerce, which determines that private sector jobs are not displaced by inmate labor. 

It is our understanding that this is different from the products produced at Shaw’s Clinton plant. 

SCDC learned that Shaw would be closing its Clinton plant on Friday, June 21, 2019. 

SCDC is working with Shaw to schedule a job fair and identify opportunities for displaced workers. 

































June 28, 2019 
Response to media inquiry SCDC emailed LOC

A correctional officer at Broad River Correctional Institution was injured today when he was attacked by 
several inmates and stabbed.  

The officer is being treated at an area hospital for his injuries and is expected to be released later today. 

SCDC Police Services and SLED are investigating the case. 



 
South Carolina Department of Corrections 

  
July 1, 2019 
For immediate release 
Contact: Chrysti Shain, (803) 413-8206 
Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov 
 
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – The S.C. Department of Corrections Police Services released the arrest 
warrants today for former Correctional Officer Dalton Damien Manning. 
 
Manning, 25, of West Columbia, was working as an officer at Kirkland Correctional Institution in 
Columbia when he was arrested and charged with attempting to introduce contraband into the 
prison and misconduct in office. 
 
The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the 
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law. 
 
Copies of the arrest warrant are attached.  
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South Carolina Department of Corrections Announce Arrest 

  
July 1, 2019 
For immediate release 
Contact: Chrysti Shain, (803) 413-8206 
Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov 
 
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – The S.C. Department of Corrections Police Services released the arrest 
warrants today for Jahbrisha Marie Ebony Pennick, 31, of Ladson. 
 
Pennick is charged with distribution of marijuana, criminal conspiracy and two counts of 
introducing contraband into MacDougall Correctional Institution. 
 
Pennick is charged with leaving marijuana and tobacco at a rest area off Interstate 26 with the 
intention of the drugs being picked up by an inmate on a MacDougall litter crew and delivered 
to another inmate at the institution. 
 
The case remains under investigation, and further charges could be filed. 
 
The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the 
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law. 
 
Copies of the arrest warrants are attached.  
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South Carolina Department of Corrections 

  
July 8, 2019 
For immediate release 
Contact: Chrysti Shain, (803) 413-8206 
Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov 
 
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – The S.C. Department of Corrections Police Services released the arrest 
warrant today for Marilyn Ann Williams, 47, of Florence. 
 
Williams, a former lieutenant at Lee Correctional Institution, is charged with assault and battery 
third degree in a June 27 incident involving a coworker at the Bishopville prison. 
 
The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the 
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law. 
 
A copy of the arrest warrant is attached.  
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South Carolina Department of Corrections 

  
July 8, 2019 
For immediate release 
Contact: Chrysti Shain, (803) 413-8206 
Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov 
 
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – The S.C. Department of Corrections Police Services released the arrest 
warrants today for Calandra Shantelle Holden, 36, of Toccoa, Ga. 
 
Holden was visiting an inmate recently when she was charged with criminal conspiracy to 
introduce contraband into Tyger River Correctional Institution. 
 
The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the 
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law. 
 
A copy of the arrest warrant is attached.  
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South Carolina Department of Corrections 

  
July 12, 2019 
For immediate release 
Contact: Chrysti Shain, (803) 413-8206 
Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov 
 
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – The S.C. Department of Corrections Police Services released the arrest 
warrants today for former inmate Michelangelo Dicosola, 29, of Clinton. 
 
Dicosola, a former inmate who served eight years in several SCDC institutions for armed 
robbery, is charged with introducing contraband into Tyger River Correctional Institution and 
trespassing.  
 
The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the 
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law. 
 
Copies of the arrest warrants are attached.  
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South Carolina Department of Corrections 
  
July 15, 2019 
For immediate release 
Contact: Chrysti Shain, (803) 413-8206 
Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov 
 

 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – A former correctional officer was found guilty Thursday and sentenced to serve six years 
prison for introducing contraband into Trenton Correctional Institution. 
 
Janean Lateefah Dunbar, 41, of Aiken, was found guilty of possession with intent to distribute marijuana, 
furnishing contraband to an inmate and misconduct in office. 
 
Edgefield Circuit Judge William Keesley sentenced Dunbar to serve 10 years, suspended to six, plus five years 
probation.  
 
Dunbar’s charges stem from her arrest in June 2018, when she was paid by an inmate to bring drugs into the 
institution, court documents show.  
 
The S.C. Department of Corrections pursues criminal charges against any person who is found to bring or 
attempt to bring contraband into an institution. This is one of the longest sentences imposed on a correctional 
officer in recent years 
 
“I’d like to thank Solicitor Rick Hubbard and his team for prosecuting this very serious matter,” S.C. 
Department of Corrections Director Bryan Stirling said. “Anytime someone brings contraband into an 
institution and breaks the public trust, there needs to be consequences.” 
 
Copies of the arrest warrants are attached.  
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South Carolina Department of Corrections 

  
July 16, 2019 
For immediate release 
Contact: Chrysti Shain, (803) 413-8206 
Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov 
 
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – The S.C. Department of Corrections Police Services released the arrest 
warrants today for Brenda L. Wideman, 59, of McCormick. 
 
Wideman, who was working as Postal Center Director for McCormick Correctional Institution, is 
charged with furnishing contraband to inmates at the prison. Wideman’s employment was 
terminated after her arrest. 
 
The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the 
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law. 
 
A copy of the arrest warrant is attached.  
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Contact:  Special Agent Thom Berry 
Office: (803) 896-7136   After Hours: (803) 737-9000 

tberry@sled.sc.gov 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 17, 2019 

 
 

INMATE CHARGED WITH MURDER 
 

 Agents of the S.C. Law Enforcement Division Tuesday arrested an inmate of the S.C. 
Department of Corrections in connection with the July 2015 stabbing death of another inmate. 
 
 Donance M. Mayes, 30, was charged with one count of Murder. 
 
 The SLED investigation was requested by the S.C. Department of Corrections. 
 
 The case will be prosecuted by the First Circuit Solicitor’s Office. 
 

### 
 
 
Warrant Attached 
BNR 0664 
www.sled.sc.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sled.sc.gov/




 
South Carolina Department of Corrections 

  
July 22, 2019 
For immediate release 
Contact: Chrysti Shain, (803) 413-8206 
Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov 
 
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – The S.C. Department of Corrections Police Services released an arrest 
warrant today charging an inmate with conspiring to introduce contraband into MacDougall 
Correctional Institution. 
 
Inmate Antawan Lloyd, SCDC No. 322897, is charged with criminal conspiracy. 
 
Jahbrisha Marie Ebony Pennick, 31, of Ladson, was charged in this case last month with 
distribution of marijuana, criminal conspiracy and two counts of furnishing contraband to a 
prisoner.  
 
The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the 
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law. 
 
A copy of the arrest warrant is attached.  
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July 23, 2019 
Response to media inquiry SCDC emailed LOC 
 
What does SCDC plan to present at the Senate Select Committee to Raise the Age meeting? 
 
Dexter Lee will be attending the meeting tomorrow and will talk about the number of young offenders we have 
and the impact this initiative will have on the department.  He will be happy to share the information with you 
after the hearing. 
 
Here is the information you requested from the Raise the Age Committee Meeting today: 
 
17 year-old young men incarcerated at SCDC are housed at Turbeville CI. 
·   As of today, ten 17 year-old young men are housed at Turbeville CI. 
·   Following are the incarceration numbers for the past 3 fiscal years: 
FY 2017 = total of 96 
FY 2018 = total of 74 
FY 2019 = total of 45 
17 year-old young women incarcerated at SCDC are housed at Camille Griffin Graham CI. 
·   As of today, there are no 17 year-old young women housed at Camille Griffin Graham 
·   Following are the incarceration numbers for the past 3 fiscal years: 
FY 2017 = total of 2 
FY 2018 = total of 1 
FY 2019 = total of 2 
 
 



     News Release 
Office of Attorney General Alan Wilson 

State of South Carolina 
 

State Grand Jury Indicts Two Prison Guards for Alleged Involvement in 
Smuggling Contraband within South Carolina Prisons 

 
(COLUMBIA, SC) South Carolina Attorney General Alan Wilson announced today that the South Carolina State Grand Jury has 
issued an additional indictment in the case known as “Cash Cow”, involving allegations of sophisticated and highly lucrative 
conspiracies to smuggle large amounts of contraband into the South Carolina prisons.   
 
The indictment alleges that Carmen Amelia Carpenter, a former SCDC Lieutenant at the Turbeville Correctional Institution, and 
Chesley Lavon McFadden, a former SCDC Sergeant at the Turbeville Correctional Institution, used their “position[s] as 
correctional officer[s] to facilitate the unlawful introduction and distribution of contraband into a prison facility”.  Both Carpenter 
and McFadden were charged with one count of Criminal Conspiracy, which is punishable by 5 years and up to a $5000 fine, and 
Common Law Misconduct in Office, which is punishable by up to 10 years and a fine in the discretion of the court.   
 
The investigation is ongoing and anyone with information regarding contraband in SCDC should contact SLED or the Attorney 
General’s Office. 
 
The case was investigated by the South Carolina State Grand Jury, which was assisted in this case by a partnership of the 
Attorney General’s State Grand Jury Division, the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, the South Carolina Department of 
Corrections’ Division of Police Services, the Richland County Sheriff’s Department, the Fifth Circuit Solicitor’s Office, the Laurens 
County Sheriff’s Department, and the Eighth Circuit Solicitor’s Office. The cases will be prosecuted by State Grand Jury Division 
Chief S. Creighton Waters, Assistant Attorney General David Fernandez, and 5th Circuit Assistant Solicitor John Conrad.   
 
Attorney General Wilson stressed that all defendants are presumed innocent unless and until they are proven guilty in a 
court of law. 

For Immediate Release 
July 18, 2019 

### 



 
  South Carolina Department of Corrections 

  
July 24, 2019 
For immediate release 
Contact: Chrysti Shain, (803) 413-8206 
Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov 
 
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – The S.C. Department of Corrections Police Services released the arrest 
warrant today former correctional officer Oscar Torres, 37, of Beaufort. 
 
Torres, a former lieutenant at Ridgeland Correctional Institution, is charged with misconduct in 
office involving an inmate assault. 
 
The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the 
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law. 
 
A copy of the arrest warrant is attached.  
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August 4, 2019 
Statement to WLTX (media) SCDC emailed LOC 

Statement to WLTX: 
Inmate JW Brakefield Jr, scdc# 265614 was found unresponsive in his cell at Turbeville on Friday afternoon. 
There was no evidence of physical trauma. We are waiting for autopsy and toxicology reports for the cause of 
death.



August 6, 2019 
Response to media inquiries about a stabbing at Lieber which SCDC emailed LOC 

An inmate was stabbed during an inmate on inmate altercation at Lieber on yesterday. The inmate was 
treated for non-life threatening injuries by medical staff at the institution. The incident remains under 
investigation by SCDC Police Services.



August 6, 2019 
Response to media inquiries about the stabbing and death at Broad River CI which SCDC emailed LOC 

Inmate Damon Doyle scdc# 282794 was fatally injured during an inmate on inmate altercation at 
Broad River CI yesterday. SCDC Police Services and SLED are investigating this incident.
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