. South Carolina
House of Representatives
Legislative Oversight Committee

LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIMINAL AND CIVIL
JUSTICE SUBCOMMITTEE

Chairman Chris Wooten

The Honorable William H. Bailey
The Honorable Kambrell H. Garvin
The Honorable Leon Douglas “Doug” Gilliam
The Honorable Jeffrey E. “Jeff” Johnson

AGENDA

Tuesday, November 21, 2023
10:30 a.m.
Room 521 - Blatt Building

L. Approval of Minutes of July 19, 2023 Meeting
II. Discussion of the study of the Workers’ Compensation Commission

ITII.  Adjournment

Pursuant to Committee Rule 6.8, S.C. ETV shall be allowed access for internet streaming whenever technologically feasible.
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Post Office Box 11867

Columbia, South Carolina 29211
Telephone: (803) 212-6810 « Fax: (803) 212-6811
Room 228 Blatt Building

MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, July 19, 2023
10:30 a.m. Blatt Room 516

Archived Video Available

I.  Pursuant to House Legislative Oversight Committee Rule 6.7, South Carolina ETV was allowed access for
streaming the meeting. You may access an archived video of this meeting by visiting the South Carolina
General Assembly’s website (http://www.scstatehouse.gov) and clicking on Committee Postings and
Reports, then under House Standing Committees click on Legislative Oversight. Then click on Video
Archives for a listing of archived videos for the Committee.

Attendance

I Chair Chris Wooten called the Law Enforcement and Criminal and Civil Justice Subcommittee meeting
to order on Wednesday, July 19, 2023, in Room 516 of the Blatt Building. In addition to Chair Wooten,
Representative Leon Douglas Gilliam, Representative Kambrell H. Garvin, and Representative Jeffrey E.
Johnson were present for all or a portion of the meeting.

Minutes

I House Rule 4.5 requires standing committees to prepare and make available to the public the minutes
of committee meetings, but the minutes do not have to be verbatim accounts of meetings.



Approval of Minutes

l.

Representative Wooten makes a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the June 6, 2023
meeting. A roll call vote is held and the motion passes.

Rep. Wooten’s motion rove
P . . toapp Yea Nay . Not Voting
meeting minutes. 17
Rep. Wooten v A
Rep. Johnson v oo
Rep. Bailey FaE RN
Rep. Garvin AT AN \._\ - \
Rep. Gilliam v B i ‘.‘\.\
’ '.j/ ..\'a-\ 4
Discussion of the South Carolina Workers’ Compensatlon Commission
;’ » \ f:- _/'

1. Chair Wooten calls the meeting to order and asks the\Members to introduce themselves Chair
Wooten notes that Commissioner T. Scott Beck was sworn |n .at the Thursday, March 9, 2023 public
input meeting and remains under oath Chair Wooten asks. |f there are any agency representatives
present who intend to present testlmony ‘Wwho have not been- SWOrn |/n : After noting that all agency
representatives have been sworn |n Chalr Wooten asks Commrssroner Beck to begin his
presentation. % i

'\\ <
IL Commissioner Beck beglns\the presentatioh, W|th a follow up clarifying testimony presented at the

June 6, 2023 meetlng Chalrman Beck then' prowded additional testimony on the following topics:

{

a. Laws govermng\fhe payment of benefrts for temporary compensatlon

c, Informalconferences /
dc Attorney practmes '

'_ 7e. The appellate process and. med|atlon

. The budget; .~ \ o

g Agency partnershlps and cojaboratlons

h.: Stakeholder outreach
i. Comm|55|oner and. s}aff development;

j. Challenges facmg j51'\e Commission; and
k. Agency opportumtles

Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned.



Agency Overview: Workers’ Compensation Commission

Agency Mission

*® The mission of the South Carolina Workers’ Compensation Commission is to provide an equitable and
timely system of benefits to injured workers and employers in the most responsive, accurate, and
reliable manner possible.

History and Resources (FY 20-21)

History
“The Grand Bargain”

* Workers gave up the right to sue employers in
civil court for workplace injuries

* Employees guaranteed treatment and
compensation

* Created no fault system with exclusive remedy
for injuries

* Minimized cost to employers of lengthy trials

1935 - Created as the SC Industrial Commission
then changed to the Workers’ Compensation
Commission

Organizational Units
Commissioners

Office of Executive Director
Information Technology
Claims

Judicial

IMS

Employees

©000 : 53

| authorized FTEs

=

Funding

| $8,400,000

" w Annual Operating Budget

Successes and Challenges

Identified by the agency

Successes

*  Current WCCIT Staff have multiple years
and extensive levels of related experience to
form a cohesive team.

* Institutional Knowledge

*  Employment with State Government,
benefits and sense of pride for serving the
public good.

»  Cooperative relationships with state
agencies and local governments for
attaining venues for hearings.

Challenges

Loss of key personnel would hinder
continued development of processes and
systems.

Institutional Knowledge - Eligible for
Retirement

Salaries of current employees have not
maintained a level to be competitive with
other state agencies and the private sector.

The potential safety and security of the
Commissioners.
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