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I. INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLGY

The Committee to Study Certain Issues Affecting Veterans was established with the
authority of Act 342 of 2010 with the report submission deadline extended twice by Act 101 of
2011 to January 31, 2012 and by Act 320 of 2012 to January 31, 2016. The Committee's
membership is comprised of six legislators appointed by the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House. Those appointed are: Representatives Michael A. Pitts, James E. Smith,
Jr., Michael Sottile and Senators Thomas C. Alexander, Paul G. Campbell, Jr., and Lawrence K.
Grooms.

The overall focus of the Veterans' Issues Committee is to study and address issues regarding
long-term care and health care facilities for the veteran population of the State of South Carolina.
The specific directives include studying the following: the advisability and feasibility of
constructing an additional state veterans' nursing home in South Carolina; veterans' access to
existing nursing facility and adult daycare facilities and the availability of these facilities to
veterans who may be in need of them; the ways in which the State should proceed to generate
maximum use of state tax revenue for the benefit of veterans; the projected veteran population in
South Carolina during the next twenty years; and possible improvement projects to existing state
nursing facilities for veterans.

The election of the officers occurred at the initial meeting. Representative James E. Smith,
Jr. was elected to serve as Chairman of the Committee and Senator Thomas C. Alexander was
elected to serve as Vice-Chairman. The Committee familiarized themselves with the issues as
stated in the Act and requested the following: data on availability of veteran nursing home beds;
statistical data on veteran population in South Carolina; condition of nursing homes for veterans;
and a report of legislative priorities from the S.C. Department of Mental Health Director Dr.

John Magill who oversees the State's three veteran nursing homes.
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The chairman of the Veterans Issues Committee requested the Department of Mental Health
(DMH) to schedule visits to the three veterans' nursing home facilities for the Committee. The
purpose is to gain an understanding of the operations of the facilities and to observe the condition
of the facilities to determine the necessity of a fourth veterans’ nursing home to accommodate
the State's veteran population.

To complete a thorough report, the Chairman of the Committee requested the Department of
Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) provide the Committee with any and all complaints
related to E. Roy Stone Veterans Pavilion/CM Tucker, Jr. Nursing Care; Veterans Victory
House; and Richard M. Campbell Nursing Care Center for years beginning 2011 through 2016.
Statement of Deficiencies and Plan of Correction were provided for each facility and are

summarized in the Findings of each facility.



II. RECOMMENDATIONS

The Committee recommends that the General Assembly fund the FTE (full-time equivalent)
authorized in Section 25-11-75 which requires the appointment of an additional claims
representative within the Division of Veterans' Affairs. The law states that the claims
representative is charged with the duty of assisting all ex-servicemen, regardless of the war in
which their service may have been rendered, and other associated duties (see Exhibit A on page
10). Act 294 of 2002 has not been funded. The Committee also recommends the reinstatement
of funding for Section 25-11-90 which provides for two FTEs for the War Roster that were lost
through budget cuts (see Exhibit B on page 11.)

The United States Department of Veterans' Affairs (USDVA) acknowledges the need for a
fourth nursing home in South Carolina. The Committee recommends the General Assembly
direct the Department of Mental Health (DMH) to provide the General Assembly with
information about the cost to the State to qualify for matching federal funds for a fourth veterans'
nursing facility. (Funding for a fourth facility is expected to be a 65% (federal)/ 35% (state)
match from USDVA.)

The Committee recommends funding medication management training for DMH
staff/nurses who work with veterans. The Committee also recommends a separate stream of

funding to treat veterans diagnosed with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).



III. FINDINGS: TOUR OF S.C. VETERANS' NURSING HOMES

Committee members, the Department of Veterans' Affairs and the Division of Veterans
Affair were invited to tour the nursing homes facilities. The following is a synopsis of the tours

which includes the findings for each facility.

I E. Roy Stone Pavilion Veterans Pavilion / C.M. Tucker, Jr. Nursing Care, Columbia, S.C.
— March 6, 2014:

The Stone Pavilion was built in 1971 and is the oldest of the three veterans' nursing
homes in South Carolina. Capacity for residents is 76 and Stone Pavilion currently is housing 67
men. The facility is undergoing renovations that will increase the capacity to accommodate 90
residents. The current short waiting list is eight (8) veterans for immediate bed requests. The
general waiting list consists of 32 veterans. Current residents at Stone Pavilion are mostly
Vietnam Veterans.

The facility is administered by a Long Term Care Administrator who is licensed at both
state and national levels. The administrator is also a registered nurse with a degree in Health
Services, and is a certified preceptor for the Administrator-in-Training program through the SC
Long Term Care Administrator Board. The administration of the facility is under the supervision

of the Deputy Director for Inpatient Services for the S.C. Department of Mental Health.

Current challenges. needs and concerns identified by facility:

+ Staffing, competitive salaries and equipment.
= Stone has its own Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) training program and has
graduated 80 students. However, once their contracts end, Stone trained CNAs tend

move on to better paying positions with other health and long term care facilities.
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= Sixty percent of nurses on staff are contracted — Retention of experienced personnel is
a challenge.

% Currently, veterans may receive in-home care and apply for $2,500 to be paid to care givers.
This VA program must have at least 25 veterans to participate in order to start a program.
The program operates out of the Lieutenant Governor's Office and has a specific person to
assist returning soldiers to access care.

% Special Needs: It is projected that the percentage of veterans with Alzheimer's Disease will
increase, which will require specialized staffing and treatment facilities.

< Nursing home vs. domiciliary facility beds — Demand exists for both veterans' nursing home

beds and domiciliary facility beds.

Complaints related to E. Roy Stone Veterans Pavilion / C.M. Tucker, Jr Nursing Care:

DHEC provided seven (7) Statement of Deficiencies and Plan of Correction and four (4)
revealed the facility was in substantial compliance with Medicare regulations and no deficiencies
were cited. However three (3) of those provided revealed the facility was not in substantial
compliance with Medicare regulations. The three (3) complaints involved patient injury as
follows:
(1) Resident fell out of bed resulting in facial bruising and fractured rib. Corrective
actions, i.e. Fall Care Plans, and disciplinary actions were warranted. (Date of report:
8/26/2015.)
(2) Resident fell to the floor from a broken shower stretcher resulting in serious injury. A
plan of corrective action was developed and the broken stretcher was replaced

immediately. (Date of report: 7/25/2012)



(3) Resident was found with a red abrasion on face and nose. The injury to the face was
unwitnessed and the resident was unable to explain what happened. Citation revealed no
report was filed as required. Corrective action involved in-service training for staff on

reporting procedures. (Date of report: 7/25/2012.)

II. Veterans' Victory House, Walterboro, S.C. — April 17, 2014:

The Veterans' Victory House opened in 2006 serving 220 residents and is the newest of
the three veterans nursing facilities in South Carolina. It has an active waiting list of 18 veterans
needing immediate beds, and approximately 500 veterans are on the general waiting list. The
wait-time for a veteran needing a bed is from three to six months to before being admitted.
Ninety-five percent of the residents at Victory House are male.

The Veterans Victory House is administered by a Long Term Care Administrator who is
licensed at both the state and national levels. The administrator holds a MBA in Long Term
Health Care Administration, a degree in Human Services and Sociology, and a degree in Long
Term Health Care. The administration of the facility is under the supervision of the Deputy
Director for Inpatient Services for the S.C. Department of Mental Health. The Victory House

receives excellent community support.

Current challenges. needs and concerns identified by facility:
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% Medication and cost of medical errors
< Increase in female residents in the future
% Special needs: Veterans with Alzheimer's Disease

¢ Future concern — providing respite care for veterans

Complaints related to Veterans® Victory House:

DHEC provided eleven (11) Statement of Deficiencies and Plan of Correction, and seven
(7) revealed the facility was in substantial compliance with Medicare regulations and no
deficiencies were cited. However, three (3) complaints and one (1) recertification revealed
citations as follows:

(1) Resident #2* was allegedly verbally abused. Corrective action involved suspension
of employee (who did not return to work) and reeducating facility staff on abuse policy and
procedure. Resident #1* was admitted and did not receive appropriate care after admission. A
plan of corrective action included disciplinary action and orientation for the employee. (Date of
report: 9/25/2015.) *As reflected in report

(2) Resident was abused by two CNAs (Certified Nursing Aides). Corrective action
resulted in the termination of the two CNAs and one on one reeducation of staff as well as
facility-wide training regarding protecting residents for further abuse /harm. (Date of report:
10/3/2013)

(3) Re-certification Survey results based on observations, review of the facilities
cleaning assignments, storage of routine and emergency drugs, record keeping, administering
minutes, etc., warranted a plan of correction for each area noted in the report. Corrective actions
were implemented for the five areas identified for re-certification approval. (Date of report:

1/30/2013)



(4) Re-certification survey revealed all areas identified for compliance were met. (Date
of report: 1/31/2013)

(5) Re-certification Survey and Complaint Survey revealed (based on administrative
record reviews and interviews) deficiencies in several areas including, but not limited to
Medicaid and Medicare compliance. Plan of correction included, but not limited to re-education

of staff in all areas identified as deficient. Date of report: 2/16/2011)

I Richard M. Campbell Nursing Care Center, Anderson, S.C., April 24, 2014

The Campbell Veterans' Nursing Home opened in 1990 as a part of a mandate to the
Department of Mental Health by the General Assembly to provide care for the veterans of the
state. The facility currently serves 219 residents, 210 males and nine (9) females. The active
waiting list for veterans needing immediate beds at Campbell is 26 and the general wait list is
1200.

Campbell has a special unit for residents with Alzheimer's disease which currently houses
44 men. The female veterans reside in one unit and should a female veteran be diagnosed with

Alzheimer's disease, she would remain in that unit.

Current challenges. needs and concerns identified by facility:

% Staffing — retaining experienced CNAs, nurses and licensed staff

% Utilizing Tele-medicine to increase access to specialized care

% Developing facilities to reduce the general wait list

% Acquire VisPro — a computer software program to assist professionals and their clients who
are veterans and dependents of veterans understand and navigate the complicated VA and

DOD benefits application process.
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Complaints related to Richard M. Campbell Nursing Care Center:

DHEC provided six (6) Statement of Deficiencies and Plan of Correction, and five (5) revealed
the facility was in substantial compliance with Medicare regulations and no deficiencies were
cited. However one (1) a complaint indicating the facility failed to obtain reports from the
wound clinic, an outside provider, to ensure that treatments were transcribed and implemented as
ordered for the resident. A plan of action includes, but not limited to, the development of a
tracking form to be used by each Unit Secretary in all units to ensure protocol is followed for

each resident. (Date of report: 7/25/2013)
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EXHIBIT A

SECTION 25-11-75. Appointment of additional claims representative.

The Director of the Division of Veterans Affairs shall appoint an additional claims
representative within the Division of Veterans Affairs, who, in addition to being charged with the
duty of assisting all ex-servicemen, regardless of the wars in which their service may have been
rendered, in filing, presenting, and prosecuting to final determination all claims which they have
for money compensation, hospitalization, training, and insurance benefits under the terms of
federal legislation, shall also specialize in the specific needs and diseases associated with
veterans of the Vietnam era. The person appointed as a claims representative under this section
must be versed in federal legislation relating to these matters and the rules, regulations, and
practice of the Veterans Administration as created by Congress.

Subject to the direction of the director, and in addition to other duties prescribed in this
section, the claims representative appointed pursuant to this section may represent the Division
of Veterans Affairs on the South Carolina Agent Orange Advisory Council and on the Hepatitis
C Coalition established by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control,
assist the Division of Veterans Affairs in carrying out its duties in connection with the Agent
Orange Information and Assistance program, represent the director in connection with functions
relating to Vietnam veterans, and perform other duties as may be assigned by the director.

The position created by this section is a classified position subject to Article 3, Chapter 11,
Title 8 of the 1976 Code. In the general appropriations act for fiscal year 2001-2002 and
thereafter, the General Assembly shall add the position in the budget for the Division of Veterans

Affairs and provide for its funding.
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EXHIBIT B

SECTION 25-11-90. Roster of active duty service in certain operations and conflicts; contents.

(A) The Division of Veterans Affairs shall prepare a complete roster of all South Carolina
members of the United States military who served on active duty during:

(1) the Korean conflict;

(2) the Vietnam conflict;

(3) Operation Urgent Fury (Grenada);

(4) Operation Just Cause (Panama);

(5) Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (Iraq and Kuwait);

(6) Operation Restore Hope (Somalia);

(7) Operations Joint Guard, Joint Forge, and Joint Endeavor (Bosnia-Herzegovina);

(8) Operation Joint Guardian (Kosovo);

(9) Operation Noble Eagle (Homeland Defense); and

(10) Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom (Afghanistan, Horn of Africa, Iraq,
and Philippines).

This roster shall also include veterans born in South Carolina who served on active duty but
may have enlisted in another state. Upon returning to South Carolina, that veteran's name must
be added to the roster.

The list must be periodically updated to include persons who serve on active duty or are
mobilized in any subsequent named military operation in which United States military personnel
are engaged in armed conflict or any future war declared by the United States Congress.

(B) The roster shall contain the principal items of record of all military personnel included on

the roster as shown by the service cards or records in the Office of State Selective Service, the
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Adjutant General, and the Department of Defense of the United States. The roster must be
arranged in a manner to make the information readily accessible.

(C) The roster also shall contain an Order of Battle to include the name and location of
assignment of every unit of the South Carolina National Guard and every active and reserve unit
based in South Carolina participating in any of the conflicts listed in subsection (A). The Order
of Battle must be periodically updated in conjunction with the roster.

(D) The Division of Veterans Affairs shall secure printing of the roster, and a copy or set must
be delivered to the South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Department
Headquarters of the American Legion and Auxiliary, Department Headquarters of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars and Auxiliary, Department Headquarters of the Disabled American Veterans,
county libraries, and each county Veterans Affairs Service Officer. Any remaining copies must
be placed in the Office of the Division of Veterans Affairs for distribution as needed.

(E) The preparation and distribution of the roster is subject to the availability of funds as
appropriated by the General Assembly to the Governor's Office, Division of Veterans Affairs for
this purpose. These rosters and their distribution must be maintained and updated based on
workloads and availability of funds.

(F) The inclusion of a person's name on the roster does not entitle the person to any additional

benefits or any benefits for which the person would not otherwise qualify.
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South Carolina General Assembly
118th Session, 2009-2010

A342, R129, H3488

STATUS INFORMATION

Joint Resolution

Sponsors: Reps. J.E. Smith, Hart, Williams, R.L. Brown, Hutto and
Weeks

Document Path: I:\council\bills\ms\7177zw09.docx
Introduced in the House on February 10, 2009
Introduced in the Senate on April 30, 2009

Last Amended on February 2, 2010

Passed by the General Assembly on February 17, 2010
Governor's Action: February 24, 2010, Signed

Summary: Veterans

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

Date Body Action Description with journal page number

2/10/2009 House Introduced and read first time HJ-11

2/10/2009 House Referred to Committee on Medical, Military,
Public and Municipal Affairs HJ-12

2/26/2009 House Member(s) request name added as sponsor: Hart

3/4/2009 House Member(s) request name added as sponsor:

Williams

3/31/2009 House Member(s) request name added as sponsor:
R.L.Brown

4/22/2009 House Committee report: Favorable with amendment
Medical, Military, Public and Municipal
Affairs HJ-53

4/23/2009 House Member(s) request name added as sponsor: Hutto,

Weeks

4/24/2009 Scrivener's error corrected

4/28/2009 House Debate adjourned until Wednesday, April 29,
2009 HJ-35

4/29/2009 House Amended HJ-201
4/29/2009 House Read second time HJ-202
4/30/2009 House Read third time and sent to Senate HJ-15



4/30/2009 Senate Introduced and read first time SJ-14
4/30/2009 Senate Referred to Committee on General SJ-14
4/30/2009 Scrivener's error corrected
1/13/2010 Senate Polled out of committee General SJ-15
1/13/2010 Senate Committee report: Favorable General SJ-15
1/14/2010 Senate Read second time SJ-13
1/14/2010 Scrivener's error corrected
1/19/2010 Senate Read third time and enrolled SJ-11
1/28/2010 Senate Recalled from Legislative Council SJ-3
1/28/2010 Senate Reconsider vote whereby read third time and
enrolled SJ-3
2/2/2010 Senate Amended SJ-14
2/2/2010 Senate Read third time and returned to House with
amendments SJ-14
2/17/2010 House Concurred in Senate amendment and enrolled

HJ-25
2/17/2010 House Roll call Yeas-103 Nays-0 HJ-26
2/18/2010 Ratified R 129
2/24/2010 Signed By Governor
3/3/2010 Effective date 02/24/10
9/9/2010 Act No. 342

(A342, R129, H3488)

A JOINT RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A COMMITTEE TO
STUDY CERTAIN ISSUES AFFECTING VETERANS AND
PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS INCLUDING, BUT NOT
LIMITED TO, COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP AND DUTIES,
THE FILLING OF VACANCIES, COMMITTEE MEETINGS,
AND STAFFING.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
Committee created

SECTION 1. There is established a Committee to Study Certain Issues
Affecting Veterans. The committee is comprised of three members of
the Senate, to be appointed by the President of the Senate, and three
members of the House of Representatives, to be appointed by the
Speaker of the House. The members of the committee shall elect a
chairman and a vice chairman and shall meet as often and at any locale
in the State as the committee considers necessary or expedient for the
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duration of the committee’s existence as provided by this joint
resolution. Any vacancy on the committee shall be filled in the manner
of original appointment as provided by this section.

Committee to study matters

SECTION 2. The committee shall study the following:

(A) the advisability and feasibility of constructing an additional
state veterans’ nursing home in South Carolina;

(B) veterans’ access to existing nursing facilities and adult daycare
facilities and the availability of these facilities to veterans who may be
in need of them,;

(C) the ways in which the State should proceed to generate
maximum use of state tax revenue for the benefit of veterans;

(D) the projected veteran population in South Carolina during the
next twenty years; and

(E) possible improvement projects to existing state nursing facilities
for veterans.

When formulating its findings and recommendations, the committee
shall consider information and recommendations from the state Office
of Veterans Affairs and representatives of the veteran community.

Report

SECTION 3.The committee shall render a written report of its
findings and recommendations based upon its study conducted pursuant
to Section 2. The report shall be presented to both houses of the
General Assembly and to the Governor not later than September 1,
2010. Upon presenting the written report in accordance with the
provisions of this section, the committee shall be dissolved and this
joint resolution shall expire.

Committee to receive assistance, etc.

SECTION 4.The committee shall receive clerical and related
assistance from the staff of the Senate and the staff of the House of
Representatives, as approved and designated by the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House, respectively. The members of the
committee may not receive compensation and are not entitled to receive
mileage, subsistence, and per diem authorized by law for members of
state boards and committees.

Time effective



SECTION 5. This joint resolution takes effect upon approval by the
Governor.

Ratified the 18" day of February, 2010.

Approved the 24" day of February, 2010.



A101, R28, H3622

South Carolina General Assembly
119th Session, 2011-2012

STATUS INFORMATION

Joint Resolution
Sponsors: Reps. J.E. Smith, Pitts and Sottile
Document Path: 1:\council\bills\ggs\22905zw11.docx

Introduced in the House on February 8, 2011
Introduced in the Senate on February 15,2011
Passed by the General Assembly on March 10, 2011
Governor's Action: April 12, 2011, Signed

Summary: Veterans' Issues Study Committee

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

Date

Bodyv

Action Description with journal page number

2/8/2011

2/9/2011
2/10/2011
2/15/2011
2/15/2011

3/1/2011

3/1/2011

3/2/2011

3/9/2011

3/9/2011
3/10/2011

4/6/2011
4/12/2011
4/14/2011
8/23/2011

House

House
House
Senate
Senate
Senate
Senate

Senate
Senate
Senate

Introduced, read first time, placed on calendar without reference (House
Journal-page 53)

Read second time (House Journal-page 23)

Read third time and sent to Senate (House Journal-page 15)

Introduced and read first time (Senate Journal-page 13)

Referred to Committee on General (Senate Journal-page 13)

Polled out of committee General (Senate Journal-page 9)

Committee report: Favorable General (Senate Journal-page 9)

Scrivener's error corrected

Roll call Ayes-40 Nays-0 (Senate Journal-page 17)
Read third time and enrolled (Senate Journal-page 6)
Ratified R 28

Signed By Governor

Effective date 04/12/11

Act No. 101

VERSIONS OF THIS BILL

2/8/2011
2/8/2011-A
3/1/2011
3/2/2011



(A101, R28, H3622)

A JOINT RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE DEADLINE FOR
THE VETERANS’ ISSUES STUDY COMMITTEE TO SUBMIT
ITS WRITTEN REPORT FROM SEPTEMBER 1, 2010, TO
JANUARY 31, 2012.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
Deadline extended

SECTION 1. The deadline for the Veterans’ Issues Study Committee
to submit the written report required pursuant to Act 342 of 2010 is
extended from September 1, 2010, to January 31, 2012.

Time effective

SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
Ratified the 6" day of April, 2011.

Approved the 12 day of April, 2011.



South Carolina General Assembly
119th Session, 2011-2012

A320, R197, H4906

STATUS INFORMATION

Joint Resolution

Sponsors: Rep. J.E. Smith

Document Path: I:\council\bills\ggs\22307zw12.docx
Introduced in the House on February 28, 2012
Introduced in the Senate on March 6, 2012

Last Amended on April 26, 2012

Passed by the General Assembly on May 2, 2012
Governor's Action: May 14, 2012, Signed

Summary: Veteran's Issue Study Committee

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

Date Body Action Description with journal page number

2/28/2012 House Introduced, read first time, placed on calendar without reference (House

2/29/2012 House Read second time (House Journal-page 134)

2/29/2012 House Roll call Yeas-110 Nays-0 (House Journal-page 134)
3/1/2012 House Read third time and sent to Senate (House Journal-page 25)
3/6/2012 Senate Introduced and read first time (Senate Journal-page 15)
3/6/2012 Senate Referred to Committee on General (Senate Journal-page 15)

4/25/2012 Senate Polled out of committee General (Senate Journal-page 20)

4/25/2012 Senate Committee report: Favorable General (Senate Journal-page 20)

4/26/2012 Senate Amended (Senate Journal-page 9)

4/26/2012 Senate Read second time (Senate Journal-page 9)

4/26/2012 Senate Roll call Ayes-35 Nays-0 (Senate Journal-page 9)

4/27/2012 Scrivener's error corrected

5/1/2012 Senate Read third time and returned to House with amendments (Senate Journal-page 18)

5/2/2012 House Concurred in Senate amendment and enrolled (House Journal-page 72)
5/2/2012 House Roll call Yeas-102 Nays-0 (House Journal-page 72)
5/8/2012 Ratified R 197

5/14/2012 Signed By Governor
5/17/2012 Effective date 05/14/12
9/5/2012 Act No. 320
VERSIONS OF THIS BILL
2/28/2012
2/28/2012-A
4/25/2012
4/26/2012

4/27/2012



(A320, R197, H4906)

A JOINT RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE DEADLINE FOR
THE VETERANS’ ISSUES STUDY COMMITTEE TO SUBMIT
ITS WRITTEN REPORT FROM JANUARY 31, 2012, TO
JANUARY 31, 2016.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
Veterans’ Issues Study Committee Report deadline extended
SECTION 1. The deadline for the Veterans’ Issues Study Committee
to submit the written report required pursuant to Act 342 of 2010 is
extended from January 31, 2012, to January 31, 2016.

Time effective

SECTION 2. This joint resolution takes effect upon approval by the
Governor.

Ratified the 8™ day of May, 2012.

Approved the 14% day of May, 2012.
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South Carolina Department of Mental Health — Veterans Nursing Homes

Facts about the South

Carolina Department of Mental Health’s

Veterans Nursing Homes

INTRODUCTION

C.M. Tucker, Jr., Nursing Care Center — Stone Pavilion,
Richard M. Campbell Veterans Nursing Home, and
Veterans Victory House are the Veterans nursing homes
of the South Carolina Department of Mental Health.

STATISTICS

Stone Pavilion

Location Columbia
Opened 1971
Number of Beds 76
Average Daily Census (FY2013) 72
Number Served (FY2013) 97

Total Bed Days (FY2013) 26,104
Total Expenditures (FY2013) $7,150,809
Waiting List (February 5, 2014) 8

Campbell
Location Anderson
Opened 1990
Number of Beds 220
Average Daily Census (FY2013) 217
Number Served (FY2013) 337
Total Bed Days (FY2013) 79,315
Total Expenditures (FY2013) $14,609,188
Waiting List (February 5, 2014) 12

Facts - 1

Victory House

Location Walterboro
Opened 2006
Number of Beds 220
Average Daily Census (FY2013) 217
Number Served (FY2013) 308

Total Bed Days (FY2013) 79,330
Total Expenditures (FY2013) $14,945,301
Waiting List (February 5, 2014) 12
FUNDING

In FY2013, State Appropriations and revenue from the
Veterans Administration accounted for a majority of
each facility’s funding: Stone Pavilion (84.58%);
Richard M. Campbell Veterans Nursing Home
(84.08%); and Veterans Victory House (86.59%). Both
funding sources are key components of the future
success of these facilities.

In FY2014, the General Assembly of the State of South
Carolina appropriated an additional $4.5 million to the
South Carolina Department of Mental Health for use in
its Veterans nursing homes.

«  Appropriated funds will enable the Department
to sustain nursing home operations in the
Department’s three Veterans nursing homes.
Appropriated funds will also be used in
consideration of the construction of a
domiciliary care facility for the provision of
rehabilitative care for Veterans whose needs do
not meet the criteria for skilled nursing, or
nursing home care, but who require short-term
interventions including physical, behavioral,
spiritual, psychosocial, addiction counseling,
vocational, dietary, and occupational.




South Carolina Depariment of Mental Health — Veterans Nursing Homes

STATE VETERANS’ DOMICILIARY FACILITY:
FEASIBLITY STUDY CONCLUSIONS
Based on the information gathered during the
preparation of the feasibility study for consideration for
the establishment of a State Veterans’ domiciliary
facility, staff at the South Carolina Department of
Mental Health believes construction of a 60-bed
domlclhary facility is desirable and feasible:
Adequate funding for construction is available.
Sufficient funds were appropriated by the
General Assembly during the FY2013-2014
budgetary cycle to serve as match for Federal
funds - the total of which surpasses the
expected need.
Funding for operations would need to be
appropriated. ~ While the State of South
Carolina must appropriate funds to operate said
domiciliary facility, VA funds are available to
offset the care and maintenance of the Veterans
utilizing the facility at the rate of the lessor of
50% of the cost per bed per day or $41.90 per
bed per day.
While no formula is available to use to predict
the optimal number of beds, apparent demand
from the ratios set forth in the report would
dictate that at least 60 beds are necessary to
accommodate the unmet need.
Three existing sites are readily available to the
South Carolina Department of Mental Health
with only the need to determine which affords
the best return on investment for such a project.
All three sites are owned by the Department
and could be appropriate for said project with
much ease. While site determinations are
needed to ensure the best placement of a
domiciliary facility, preliminary reviews
indicate that of the existing facilities, Veterans
Victory House is the optimal site location.

THE FUTURE

Expansion of Stone Pavilion — Demand for Veterans
nursing home beds is high. Many Veterans are
provided cared in nursing homes that are not veteran-
specific. In order to address the demand, Stone Pavilion
is renovating the facility to expand its number of beds
to 90.

Nursing Home vs. Domiciliary Facility Beds — Demand
exists for both Veterans nursing home beds and
domiciliary facility beds. The South Carolina
Department of Mental Health is evaluating the best
method to address both needs with finite resources.

NOTES
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