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* * * % * * % * * * * *

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ckay. We'll go
ahead and get started. |[1'll call this neeting of
the State Regulation of Public Utilities Review
Committee to order. And we're joined by Menbers of
the Commttee and al so by Proxies, M. Helen
Ziegler, M. Eric Ebersole, Ms. Beth Atwater, and
M. John Si nmmons, for the record.

Ckay. Turn it over to Counsel.

MR. FI FFI CK: Well, M. Nornman, you can
just have a seat there, and she will you swear you
I n.

(Representati ve Ral ph Norman was duly
sworn, after which testinony comenced at 1: 39
p. m)

MR FIFFICK: Good afternoon,

M. Norman. Do you recognize that e-mail ?

MR,  NORMVAN: | do.

MR FIFFICK: And I'll briefly read a
section of it into the record: Mnths ago Headen
Thomas contacted ne and told ne of his intent to
run. And | told himthen that, should he neke it
out of screening and continue to work at the State
House that | would support himat the proper tine

of conmtnent. And is that an e-mail that you sent

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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to Sarah Knuckles relating a prior conversation
that you had wwth M. Thonmas?

MR. NORMAN:.  Yes, it is.

MR FIFFICK: At which time did you
have the conversation that precipitated what that
e-mail rel ates?

MR. NORMAN: We'd had severa
conversations. Probably the day before that we had
talked. And really a week -- we'd been tal king off
and on a week before this.

MR FIFFICK: So that woul d have
been in -- the conversations that you had with
M. Thomas woul d have been in |ate March of 2013?

MR. NORMAN: No. It had been before

that. M. Thomas and | had -- again, we're from
the sane town. | would have tal ked to hi m nont hs
before that. | can't -- | don't renenber exactly

when | talked to himon this. This has been a
whi |l e before --

MR FIFFICK: Sonmetine in the prior
year ?

MR. NORMAN:  Correct.

MR FIFFICK: Ckay. Wuld it be
accurate that you told M. Thomas at sone point

that, should you make it out of screening that, I,

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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Ral ph Nor man, woul d support you at the proper tine?

MR. NORMAN. At the proper tine of
conmi t nent .

MR. FIFFICK: The proper tine of
comm tnent. Okay. And | guess the final question
| have is, was there a point in tine when
M. Thomas asked you for any sort of conmm tnent; be
It conditional or --

MR, NORMAN:. Absol utely not.

MR. FI FFI CK: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
| have no further questions.

MS. ANDERSON: Any questions fromthe
Comm ttee?

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: M. Chairnman,
| don't have any questions at this tinme, but |
would like us to reserve the right to have further
questi ons as the proceedi ngs go forward.

MR. NORMAN: Could | read one nore

e-mail that was not -- that | had sent?
SENATOR ALEXANDER: Sur e. | have no
problemwith that. | nean, obviously we want to

get to the bottomof this. So, yes, sir.
MR. NORMAN: Ckay. | had sent this
e-mail April 5th. On April 8th at 8:58 a.m, |

said -- and Sarah had e-mailed ne probably a

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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f our- page e-nmai|l about ethics and basically about
the ethics laws. And what | said -- | sent her on
April 7th: Sarah, thanks for your e-mail regarding
Headen Thomas and hi s candi dacy for the PSC Seat.
My purpose for this e-mail to you was sinply this:
A, | wanted you to know upfront that | was going to
support Headen at the proper tine when commtnents
could be finalized, as stated in ny previous
e-mail; B, | did not want to |l ead you on into
t hi nking that | could support you when, in fact, |
was going to support soneone else; C, it's out of
respect for you that | was upfront and honest wth
you, as we go way back. There's really nothing
el se to explain other than what | have already told
you. | don't plan to call anyone to explain
anything, and if you feel you need to send ny
e-mail to others, then feel free to do so, as |
feel confortable with what |'ve tried to convey.
I'"'mvery well aware of the ethics | aw
This is ny sixth year in serving the CGeneral
Assenbly. |'maware that you can't give anybody
support. And as a good friend of m ne nentioned
when we were tal king about this, | wonder if
Ms. Knuckl es woul d have sent a report in had |

said, Ms. Knuckles, | think I wll support you at

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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the proper tine of commtnment. Wuld that have
been sent to this ethics commttee or is --

SENATOR ALEXANDER: This is not an
ethics commttee. So --

MR. NORMAN:  This Public Uilities
Review Comm ttee. Wuld that have -- | wonder if
that had -- would that have been sent. Well, the
times that people told Headen as well|l as other
candi dates, no, I'mw th another candidate, |I'm
with an incunbent, is that reverse pledgi ng or
commtnents as they call this? | don't think so.
But - -

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Yes, sir. M.

Fi ffick?

MR FIFFICK: And again, M. Nornman,
woul d you characterize your -- would you or would
you not characterize your conversation or your
statenent to M. Thomas that should he make it out
of screening, that you would support himat the
proper tinme? Wuld you characterize that as a
conditional offer of support conditioned upon him

bei ng reported out?

MR NORMAN: No, sir. If -- had | | eft
off the sentence at commtnent -- at the conmm t nent
time, yes, that would have -- | would have been

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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guilty of that. Wen | put at the commtnent tine,
when you make it out of screening, if you continue
to work, I'll support you at the proper conm tnent
tine, in nmy mnd, that's where -- that's why |
didn'"t m nd her sending y'all any of this, because
It was not a commtnent; it was at the comm t nent
time. |'maware that you can't conmt until you
cone out of screening, have the report, and |I think
it's, what, 48 hours after that.

MR. FIFFICK: Ckay. No further
questions, M. Chairnan.

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Any ot her
questions? Ckay. Thank you. | appreciate your
I ndul gence with us and working with our tine
schedul e.

M5. ANDERSON: M. Thomas, if you would
cone up, please. Good afternoon.

MR. THOVAS: Good afternoon.

MS. ANDERSON: | want to give you a
copy of the first e-nmail that M. Norman just
referred to --

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Excuse ne. He
needs to be sworn.

MS. ANDERSON: Ch, yes. |'msorry.

(Headen Thonas was duly sworn, after

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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whi ch testinony commenced at 1:47 p.m)

MS. ANDERSON: | don't know if you' ve
seen this before, so if you will please take a
m nute and | ook that over.

MR, THOVAS: Yes.

MS. ANDERSON: Ckay. All right. The
sentence in there that Andy had just referred to
that M. Thomas contacted ne and told ne of his
intent to run, and | told himthat then should he
make it out of the screening and continue to work
at the State House, | would support himat the
proper tinme of commtnment. Back -- do you consi der

that to be a conditional pledge?

MR THOVAS. Well, | guess first of all
| should say, | do not recall M. Norman saying
that to ne. And | know good and well | did not ask

hi m t hat questi on.

MS. ANDERSON:. Ckay. So you did not
ask for his support?

MR. THOVAS:. Absolutely not. Not a
singl e person have | asked for their support or
conmi t nent .

M5. ANDERSON: All right. And in spite
of the e-mail and what M. Norman just said, you do

not recall M. Nornman maki ng comments to you that
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he woul d support you at the proper tine?

MR THOVAS: | don't recall that.

M5. ANDERSON: Ckay. All right.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Do you recall any
conversations you' ve had with Representative
Nor man?

MR THOVAS. |'ve had quite a few
conversations wth Representative Norman. And |'ve
al so started this whol e process out by contacting
M. Norman, M. Synbol, M. Pope, and M. Hayes,
and | sent theman e-mail. And | have the e-mail,
if I may read that, that | sent those guys to --
way back. This is an e-mail that | sent to these
guys dated --

SENATOR RANKI N Do you have copi es of

t hat ?

MR THOVAS: |I'mafraid |l don't. |
just printed one. |[I'Il be glad to turn it over to
you guys.

M5. ANDERSON: Have himread it in and
then --

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Pl ease read it in
first.

MR THOVAS. Ckay. This is dated
Wednesday, Novenber 28th. It says: Ral ph, Ws,

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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Gary and Tommy, as you nay be aware, |'m a
candi date for the Public Service Comm ssion. | am
aware of the Rul es of Conduct for Candi dates and
plan to fully conmply with all requirenents. Al so,
| understand that I amallowed to announce ny
candi dacy and state ny qualifications.
Accordingly, I plan to be in Colunbia on Decenber
the 4th and 5th. | hope to see each of you and
woul d appreciate introductions to other nenbers of
t he General Assenbly. Thanks, Headen Thonas.
That's the way | kicked all this off
back in Novenber. That's the way | played it from
the very beginning. |'ve told people introducing
nyself, and that's what |'mdoing. And then |I cane

into your office one day, M. OQt, and happened to

catch you in there, and | said I'd like to -- as |
recall. | can't just quote directly, but this is
the intent of what | said: | said, |I'mhere to
I ntroduce nyself, | want to nmake sure that |I'm

followmng all of the rules, and I1'd like to tell
you a little bit about ny background and why |I'm
running. And | went through ny little routine.
And that's the way |'ve approached it
Wth everybody here. And | don't think you're

going to find anybody that will tell you otherw se.

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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I mean, |'ve talked now with probably all but 25
people that are in the General Assenbly, and that's
the way |'ve approached it with each one that |'ve
t al ked to.

M5. ANDERSON: Do you have any idea of
approxi mately how many ti nes you' ve had
conversations with M. Norman about your candi dacy
or your intent to run?

VR. THOVAS: No, | really don't. I
mean, |'ve run into himhere many tinmes and -- |
don't know.

MS. ANDERSON: Had the conversation
occurred that was relayed in the e-nail and
M. Norman had said that he would support you at
t he proper tine assum ng you nade it out of
screeni ng, would you consider that a conditi onal
pl edge?

MR. THOVAS:. According to the rules
that are in Section 913.935, | guess it could be
construed that way.

M5. ANDERSON: Ckay. So when you were
questi oned back at Subcommittee | evel and you were
asked the question, had you received a conditional
pl edge, and your response was, | have not, has that

changed? Do you recall anything differently at

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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this point or --

MR THOVAS: | do not. | do not recall
M. Norman or anyone else telling me that they are
conditionally pledging to ne.

M5. ANDERSON: And have you request ed
of anyone a pl edge or a conditional pledge based
upon the outcone of your screening?

MR. THOVAS:. | absolutely have not. |
try to play things by the books; | try to do things
the right way. | started out ny career at Deloitte
as a tax person, and that's very, very much based
upon rules and follow ng rules, conpliance -- being
in conpliance with rules. And that's ny
background, that's the training. | noved from
there into Piednont Natural Gas. And | was in
conpliance roles there and | got into comrunication
roles there and financial comrunication roles.
Those jobs are all very, very focused on foll ow ng
the rules and doi ng conmuni cati ons and what ever
under very, very strict rules. That's ny training,
that's nmy background, and that's the way |'ve
approached it here.

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Senat or Ranki n.

SENATOR RANKI N: M. Thomas, |'ve net

you. |I'mnot on your list of 25 who you haven't

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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net, | don't believe, and |I've gotten letters from
nice fol ks on your behalf. You' re from where?

MR THOVAS: | born and raised in Rock

HIll and I live in Fort MII.

SENATOR RANKI N: You know Ral ph Nor man
pretty well, |I'msure.

MR THOVAS: | do. |If you were to take
Ral ph and Gary and Tommy and Wes and you add up how
l ong 1've known those people, I'"'mafraid to say it

woul d probably be sonewhere between 100 and 150

years.
SENATOR RANKIN:  Their ages, not yours?
MR THOVAS: No. |I'mnot tal king about

their ages. |'mtal king about addi ng up how | ong

' ve known t hem
SENATOR RANKIN: |I'mtotally and
conpl etely cutting up with you.
" mcurious. You would trust
M. Norman -- | nmean, you trust hinf
MR, THOVAS: | do.
SENATOR RANKIN: And he's got a
reputation for truthful ness?
MR, THOVAS: Yes.
SENATOR RANKI N:  You woul dn't question

himif he testified under oath about anything?

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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MR. THOVAS: That's correct.

SENATOR RANKIN:  And his testinony
today is that he had a conversation with you about
this subject. You just don't recall that

conversation; is that right?

MR THOVAS: | recall having many
conversations, but |I do not recall the word
commtnment and conmtted being used. |'ve

understood fromthe very, very beginning that |
cannot use that word. And | just don't use it
around here. And | don't recall anyone sayi ng that
to nme; in all honesty, | don't.
SENATOR RANKIN: Are there any e-mails
t hat woul d suggest otherwi se from M. Nornan that
you have gotten or that you have shared with him
ot her than that Novenber e-nmil that you just read?
MR, THOVAS: | don't know of any.
SENATOR RANKIN: So what he m ght have

told Ms. Knuckl es, you m ght not have heard that

yoursel f.

MR THOVAS: Exactly. | was not a
party to that -- any conversati ons between
M. Norman and Ms. Knuckles. | don't -- |
wasn't -- this is about nme, but | wasn't there,

didn't hear them didn't see them don't know what

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
scheduledepo.com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Hearing - April 10, 2013

16

they m ght have said, what the intent of what they
said may have been. | don't know.

SENATOR RANKIN:  And prior this e-mail
com ng out and this surfacing and your -- | think
your being contacted | ast week or Monday about
this, did you have any idea that you were the
subj ect of benevol ence and support, conditional or
ot herw se, from M. Nornman?

MR THOVAS: | did not.

SENATOR RANKI N: Ckay. Thank you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  You nentioned a few
m nutes ago that you don't use those words around
here. Are there other words that you use?

MR. THOVAS: O her words that | use in
t he nature of commtnent, commt, that sort of
vai n?

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Well, | just
| i stened to what you said, so | was wanting you to
expound on that.

MR THOMVAS: | nean, | talk a | ot
around here and use a lot of words, but | don't use
words that are related to asking anyone to vote or
commt or whatever. | don't use that | anguage.

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Any ot her

questions?

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: M. Chairman?

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Representative
Sandi f er.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Thank you.

M. Thomas, | think you' re aware of
this, but I want to nake sure that all of our
Menbers are aware of it too, because as a portion
of the code 813.935 (a), it starts that sentence by
saying: No candidate for or person intending to
becone a candi date for PSC nay seek directly or
indirectly pledge of a nenber of General Assenbly.

Do you believe that in any way you have
violated that word intending to beconme? This would
have dated back to maybe nobre than a year ago.

MR THOVAS: Intending to becone?

Vell, intending to becone just by itself, | don't
know exactly what that neans.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: Let ne see if
| can characterize it for you, if | can. And a
conversation mght go like sonething like if you
were talking to M. Norman: Ralph, I'"'mplanning to
run for the PSC, and | hope | can count on your
support .

MR. THOVAS:. | have not asked Ral ph or

anyone else that. | have told people that I'm

A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
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t hi nki ng about running, |I'mlooking into running,
"' m planning on running, | amrunning, but |I have
never asked anyone to support or vote or conmt to
nme.

REPRESENTATI VE OIT: | -- may |7

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Yes, sir.
Representative Qt.

REPRESENTATI VE OTT: Don't want to
split hairs, but I'mgoing to have to ask Ral ph

just at sone point if the Commttee was i ndul gi ng

to -- | nean, | don't see where it's that
i nconsistent. In Ralph's e-mail he didn't say that
M. Thomas asked himfor his commtnent. |'ve read

it three tines. And Ral ph's e-nail says that he
told M. Thomas that based on certain conditions
and at the appropriate tine he woul d support him
| don't read anything in this e-mail that would
|l ead nme to believe that M. Thomas asked for that
support. Now, am | msreading the tea | eaves?

MR THOVAS. That's the way |I' mreadi ng
it as well.

REPRESENTATI VE OIT: Now, at sone point
I'mgoing to need to ask M. Norman, you know, if
he did tell M. Thomas that he was going to support

himat the appropriate tine. But I'll have to
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admt that up here in the | egal ese that we use a
lot of tines, a lot of us assune that if we say at
t he appropriate tine at the end of the sentence,
t hat kind of gives us a pass. And | think M.
Norman is clearly saying -- he's said, anything
that | nmay be telling you now will take place at
the appropriate tine. So | don't see this really
as an either/or; | think it's very clear by M.
Norman's e-mail that -- and he doesn't point out
that M. Thomas has asked for a commtnent. |
think that's very inportant on M. Thonmas' behal f.
And then as far as whether or not he
had a conditional pledge, that seened to be based
on sonebody's interpretation of what may or may not
have been said. And I think that could be -- 1"l

turn that over to a good | awer. But down on the

farma little bit, we just -- you know, it's night,
cut and dried. | nean, at the appropriate tine
nmeans at the appropriate tine w'll have that

conversation. So --

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Wl |, M. Thonas,
have you had that conversation with anybody where
you have not directly or indirectly sought the
pl edge, but whether it's been volunteered to you,

M. Norman or anyone el se?
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MR, THOVAS: No, sir.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: O her questions?
Ckay. (Obviously | would hope you understand the
concern that we have here about this, and this is
the reason we're having this neeting this
af t er noon.

MR THOVAS: | do. | very nuch
understand the significance and i nportance of this,
and that's why | tried to approach it the way that
| have fromthe very beginning. And, | nean, to
me, the rules are pretty darn clear. And it says
all you can do is announce your candi dacy, your
qualifications, and those sorts of things, and
that's what |'ve been doing.

SENATOR RANKI N: If you don't mind, |et
nme see your Novenber e-nail.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Can we keep that
copy for the record?

MR, THOVAS:. Yes.

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Any ot her
questi ons?

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Chai rman, if

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Representative
Sandi fer.
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REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: M. Thomas,
hope you understand that the actions that we have
taken not only affect you, but they al so can have
an effect on M. Nornman, because if | go back to
813.935 in Section D, D Sub 2: Violations of this
section by a nenbers of the General Assenbly nust
be reported by the Review Commttee through the
House or Senate Ethics Commttee as may be
applicable. But then the |ast portion says: A
violation of this section is a m sdeneanor. Upon
conviction, violator nust be fined, and it goes
into an anount. And they may not be -- the cases
may not be transferred from General Sessions Court.

And that's pretty strong | anguage, and
Il think it's incunbent upon all of us to recognize
t hat we have two parties who can potentially be
affected by the outconme of what we do here today.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ckay. |If there are
no ot her questions, thank you, M. Thonas, for
bei ng here and for responding to the questions.

MR. THOVAS: Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE OIT: M. Chai rman, can
| ask a question here?

SENATOR ALEXANDER: | think we need to

get M. Norman to cone back just a m nute because
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the Chair will indulge that clarification. And I
assune that the other oath continues to conply.

REPRESENTATI VE OIT: M. Norman, did
M. Thomas ever ask you for your conmmtnent?

MR. NORMAN: Absolutely not. And |
appreciate the -- | nean, the rules, particularly
in this case, since |I've been here, | understand
how it can be a free-for-all if you had people
gi ving comm tnents nont hs ahead of tine. | get
that. But Ms. Knuckles -- this is a -- this is
a -- she's straining at a gnat, tenpest in a teapot
to say that | made a conmm t nent.

Again, had | not had at the proper tine

of commtnent, | think she would have had a case.
She does not. | did not give a conmitnment. | did
not -- he did not ask for support, neither did | do

it. That's why when she wote ne all of these
e-mail s saying she's going to report it, | said, do
what you want to do. | didn't do anyt hing wong,

nor did he do anything wong. And had | not put

that -- why would | put it, | nean, if | didn't
know the rules? And like Bill said, | nean, yes,
this can be reported out to the -- it's not a good

thing if I was found guilty of this. But |I'mjust

not guilty of it.
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And | did not -- he didn't ask for
support, | didn't pledge it. And |I'mperfectly
fine with the e-mails that | sent Ms. Knuckl es.

And again, | wonder, if the reverse were true, if
she would -- if | had said, yes, you know, |"']
support you at the proper tine, would we be sitting
here? | just don't think so.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Well, let ne say
that had it been brought to our attention, we would
have been sitting here.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: Under t hat
scenari o that you just nentioned though, | want to
make sure in ny mnd -- and | appreciate you
working with the Conmttee. Are you saying then by
addi ng anybody, not just in this situation, but
anybody in the future, if they say at the
appropriate tinme, that is appropriate conduct then
to say what you said and then add on at the
appropriate tine.

MR. NORMAN: | could never offer
comm tnent until at the tinme that a conm t ment
could be given. That's the --

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: But do you
see folks having the ability to go around and

tal king to nunerous people and saying then at
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the -- saying what you said and then addi ng the
caveat at the appropriate tine?

MR NORMAN: | think that's just the
realty of it. Nobody can give a commtnent until
the time is there to do it. And so, | see
not hing -- you know, | couldn't possibly -- even if
| wanted to, until the tine to commt, | couldn't
offer that. So, yes, | see -- again, had | left
that off, I think I would be guilty of that. | did
not .

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: Ckay. One
question about that: |If that be the case -- and we

are really at the point where we have to split
hai rs, and you know this. But would it not be
practical for an individual running for any of
t hese offices, whether it be the PSC or a judge or
whatever it is, to go around and neet with
| egi sl ators, and each one of them 80 or 90 of
them say, you know, at the appropriate tine, yes,
' mgoing to support you? And then those things
are already etched in stone.

MR NORMAN: | don't think that's a
gi ven though. |If he did not nmake it out of
screeni ng and had he not worked, which I put in

there --
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REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: No. | agree.
' musing the sane caveat that you would be using.
Is it not theoretically practical that soneone
could do this and actually have an el ection sewn up
before the date that a person could seek any
comm t nent s?

MR. NORMAN. Again, Bill is straining
at gnats to say that. Again, had any candi date
quit working, not nade it out of screening, when it
cane tine to have a commtnent, | could --
could -- you know, it wasn't conditional on

anyt hing ot her than these steps, and when it cane

time, I would evaluate it. [If he had quit working,

no, I wouldn't -- | wouldn't have done it.
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: I under st and

that. I'mjust -- | want to nake this very clear

in ny owmn m nd here.
SENATOR: And that's really --
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Senat or Ranki n.
SENATOR RANKIN:  That's nore a
| ackadai si cal state of alertness that we as
| egi sl ators have, and not this candi dacy, judici al
races. The lawis clear. How often do we even pay
attention to what we've passed to the degree that

we are focusing? And I'"'mnot maligning this focus,
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but I very well can imagi ne what happened in this
exanple. And you have viol ated the Huey Long
principle: Don't ever wite what you can say.
And, | nmean, that deals with a person who is
acutely aware of the witten word, and you have --
your question about endorsing her, conditionally or
not, who would have ever known? And had we found
out, again, we'd be right here.

But again, the question -- and the
testinony that we've gotten thus far, you recall
t he conversation; M. Thomas doesn't. Now, did you

vol unt eer sonething? D d he seek sonething

directly or indirectly? | guess we're going to
have to define that. But it's unfortunate for both
of you. | don't sense -- again, I'mnot in the
House. | don't know y'all do this. | don't sense

any intent, directly or indirectly, to violate this
| aw on your part. But it's unfortunate for

M. Thomas too. The question about words to that
effect or the exact words that we posed to you -- |
nmean, you're not making a secret that you're a
candi date. And certainly you would |ike your | ocal
del egation to know and think fondly of your

candi dacy.

Now, seeking a comm tnent, as you asked
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about sewing this thing up in advance, that woul d
be a violation. Seeking directly or indirectly
clearly would violate the law. \Whether M. Thonas
did that or not or whether he's just got the good
graces of three or four of the House Menmbers here
today is nore likely the case, and it m ght be
because of Ms. Knuckles. | don't know. It m ght
be because they like himand think he's nore
qualified than Ms. Knuckles. | don't know. You've
got a relationship with her. You cite that in your
e-mail, y'all go way back. So | can't imagi ne that
this is let's break the law and |l et's hel p Headen

and let's hurt Sarah Knuckl es. So --

MR NORMAN: It really isn't. | like
Sarah -- | like Ms. Knuckles. That was not the
intent of it. Again, I'mwell aware of the | aw and
wel |l aware of what | can and what | can't do. |

just sinply didn't do what she's claimng | did.
And now, leaving this room wll | ever put
anyt hi ng? Absolutely not.

SENATOR RANKIN:  We'Il start calling
you King Fish from now on

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  You do under st and
that once it was brought to our attention, the duty

that we had to --
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MR. NORMAN. Yes, sir. And actually,
Il -- 1 mean, | don't mnd. This puts Iight on
sonet hing that should be |ight on and shoul d be
explored. And you should ask questions, and |I'm
perfectly fine with that. That's why | told
Ms. Knuckles, submt the e-mails that | sent you.
Let's ook at it. That's fine. And so, | don't --
this is the process, and | respect it.

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Any ot her
questi ons?

MR FIFFICK: One final question,
M. Norman. WMaybe this will help future candi dates
and future legislators in this position: Wy is it
that you didn't offer your support -- or why is it
you told Ms. Knuckles what you told her? D d it
have anything to do with a conversation you had
wth M. Thomas?

MR. NORMAN:  You woul d have to know
Ms. Knuckles, Andy. She wites six-page -- and |I'm
not saying this as derogatory. She wites six-page
menor anduns. And she had sent, as | nentioned, a
t hr ee- page derogatory thing on why he was not
qualified to do this. And | just was bei ng upfront
wth her and trying to tell her where | was and

when | could do what | coul d do. And it was I ntent
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to actually hel p her out.

MR, FIFFICK: But you were confirmng
t hat you could not support her.

MR. NORMAN: Until the proper tine of
conmi t nent .

MR. FIFFICK: And that wasn't because
you had already offered support to sonmeone el se?

MR. NORMAN: | had not offered support
for anyone else. As | nentioned, he quits working,
if he didn't make it out of screening, when it cane
time to conmmt, | would not doit. As |I've told
all of these judicial candi dates, PSC candi dates, |
admre the fact that they sit there every day in

the tunnel and shake hands, sone people are rude to

t hem and sonme people are not, | admire that
stickability. Had he quit, | wouldn't have
supported him That's just how!l am |'mjust on

person. But that's why | conditioned it on that.
But everything |I had was when it cane tine to --
that | could nmake the comm t nent.

MR FIFFICK: No further questions.

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Agai n, thank you
for your tine.

MR. NORMAN:  Thank you, sir.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Il think we're
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W appi ng up. But --
REPRESENTATI VE OTT: | nove that we go
i nto Executive Session, unless there's other
t esti nony.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: Wl l, | don't know.
M. Thomas, | don't want to cut you off

I f you need to respond to sonethi ng.

MR THOVAS. | just had a question.
Can | ask a question?

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Pl ease have a seat.
W'l take it as advisenent.

MR. THOVAS: Well, I've heard that
Ms. Knuckl es had been communi cati ng and sayi ng
derogatory things about ne. And ny understandi ng
of the lawis, is that all you can do is tal k about
your candi dacy; you can't be tal king about the
ot her candi dates. And --

SENATOR ALEXANDER: We've got that in
the record then. Thank you for bringing that to
our attention as well.

MR. THOVAS: Thank you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: |'ve got a notion
to go into Executive Session. |s there a second?

REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER:  Second.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: |s there any
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opposition to us going into Executive Session for a
| egal matter?

M5. ANDERSON: 1'Il call the Senate
and --

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Okay. So ordered,
we're going into Executive Session for the purposes
of | egal.

(The Commttee went into Executive
Session from2:40 p.m to 3:05 p.m)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ckay. W've lifted
the veil. No action was taken. Senator --

SENATOR RANKIN: M. Chairman, | nove
we adj our n.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Any obj ecti on?

Here and done, we're adjourned.

(The hearing was adjourned at 3:10 PM)
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