

















My comments are based on considerable background, having first been recognized nationally and
internationally as a leader in education in the 1970s. As early as the 70s, ideas such as vouchers
and other schemes to make it easier for more people to afford alternative educational choices and

roid public schools were being debated. However, the dangers to freedom and the inevitability of
w1creasing government strings and controls prevented such ideas from going very far. It is interesting
to see that there is now a resurgence of these schemes.

Thank you for taking on this investigation. Should there be any opportunity for the public to meet with
or present testimony before this committee or any interested members, please notify me. | would be
glad to present some clarifying perspectives and information.

| will be following this legislation closely. Please do not pursue these dangerous schemes any
further. We have enough law in this state, especially about education. Legislators should be
streamlining our statutes, protecting educational freedom, and allowing parents to take responsibility
for and maintain their right to choose their children’s upbringing and educational environment. Please
go no farther with this issue and do no more damage.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,
Margaret A. Johnson

































A variety of dark-money groups that promote the privatization of K-12 education for profit seek to
weaken and undermine public education. When other states have offered private school options to all
parents, the impact on state budget funding has been substantial.

in a nutshell, stop using my tax dollars for private schools. Educate the public not the wealthy.

Charleen Smith

Charleen Selph Smith









































































































Thank you for your tireless dedication to our state and for championing the future of our aspiring learners
and thinkers. Your work shapes lives, and for that, | am deeply grateful.

Sincerely,
Nate Knight

Science Educator



























Tuesday, December 3, 2024 10:11 PM
To: Senate Education Committee
Subject: Fan Lopez Hernéndez

Lopez Herndndez Family

We are very grateful to have been able to belong to this school and to this scholarship and financial aid program for our
children, especially for my oldest son -VhO is in second grade since he is a child with special conditions and it has
been a great change and support for him. Not only do we see him socially but also quite a bit in academics, he has
excelled in every way in this new school with the heip of his teachers, my other daughter is in kindergarten and has
learned much more now. This decision to remove the support to pay my children's tuition has affected us in every way
since I does not have medical coverage and the costs of his treatments and therapies are very high. Without this
help it will be difficult to continue and | would not like for him to fall behind again in every way since | repeat he has
excelled a lot, it has been a surprising change in his speech, his knowledge, his writing and above all he has made some
beautiful friendships even though he had never achieved it before. | hope you make the best decision for our children
who are the future of tomorrow, that they are the best decision in this world with their noble thoughts, with a huge
heart that sees no evil. Thank you and God bless you always.









Vouchers and scholarship programs in other states mainly benefit families whose children already attend private
schools. While these programs aim to help students in poverty, most beneficiaries come from families that
already choose private education.

Families in rural and low-income areas usually cannot access these programs because few private schools are
available, and the funds often do not cover full costs like tuition and transportation.

Public funds must be used responsibly. Lawmakers should ensure that any private schools receiving these funds
meet the same educational standards as public schools, including financial transparency and standardized
testing.

Private schools can have discriminatory admission practices, which may disadvantage students with disabilities
or those from racial, ethnic, or LGBTQ+ backgrounds. Thus, public funds should not support discriminatory
schools.

“Universal choice” may lead to budget problems. Groups seeking to privatize K-12 education often weaken public
schools, and states that provide all parents the option for private schools have seen negative effects on funding.

"rivate institutions can engage in discriminatory practices regarding admissions. They have the autonomy to

-ablish their own policies, which could lead to discrimination against students with disabilities and other
marginalized groups, such as racial or ethnic minorities and LGBTQ+ individuals. Thus, public funds should not be
allocated to schootls that practice discrimination.

Implementing “universal choice” could lead to significant budgetary challenges. Various influential, profit-driven
organizations advocate for the privatization of K-12 education, seeking to diminish the support for public
schooling. In states thet have allowed all parents access to private school options, the repercussions on state
funding have been detrimental.

Thank you for your consideration,
Melissa Netiles

Florence, SC


















4. Higher Tuition Costs and Limited Access: Voucher programs frequently lead to tuition hikes in
private schools, effectively turning public subsidies into private profits. This restricts access for
low-income families, undermining the very premise of educational choice

Brookings

Center for American Progres

Progr

5. Lack of Accountability and Quality Control: Private schools receiving voucher funds are not
held to the same standards as public schools, often lacking certified teachers, standardized
testing, and transparency in financial management. This creates an environment where students
receive a lower quality education without proper oversight

Brookings

The promise of "choice" through vouchers is an illusion for many families, especially in rural and low-

income areas where private school options are limited or non-existent. Instead of siphoning public funds

into private entities, we must focus on strengthening our public schools, ensuring equitable funding, and
panding access to quality education for every child in South Carolina.

I urge you to stand against the expansion of school voucher programs and prioritize policies that invest in
public education, the foundation of a strong and vibrant community.

Sincerely,

Christine Simmons
























Again, parents are welcome to decide that they want an educational program that prioritizes religious

teaching, particular curricula, or a unique skill. They are free to make that choice and hold their school

accountable as they see fit. However, public funds should be used for public goods that benefit our local
>mmunities holistically. School vouchers cannot do that.

Reject taxation without representation and instead support the civic autonomy of local South Carolina
communities.

Sincerely,
Heather Hart
Constituent SC Senate District 16

Constituent SC House District 66
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December 4, 2024

Dear Members of the Senate Education Subcommittee,

My name is Miranda Williams, Legislative Director for ExcelinEd in Action. Our organization
works with state lawmakers and partner organizations to enact policies that empower families
with educatioral opportunity, prepare students for college and career, prioritize early
literacy grouncled in the science of reading, expand innovation and strengthen school
performance.

I am writing to express ExcelinEd in Action’s support for the Committee meeting next week on
the topic cf K-12 education scholarships for South Carolina students. The issue of educational

choice is top of mind for thousands of families, and we appreciate how quickly the Committee
has convered to address possible solutions.

Due to the South Carolina Supreme Court’s negative ruling in September, legislation to revive
and make improvements to the program, and significantly expand education opportunities for
thousands of students is imperative. This will give them the freedom to choose the
educationzl environment that works best for them and, as a result, a better chance to
succeed. Education savings accounts empower parents with educational freedom, giving
families access to the schools, services and tools they need to meet their children’s individual
learning needs, including tuition, instructional materials, computer equipment and tutoring.

We urge you to continue to take swift action to ensure families have access to high-quality
options that remove barriers and put the needs of students first.

Thank you for your consideration of this important policy.

Respectfully,

Miranda W:lliams
Legislative Director, Southeast
ExcelinEd in Action
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PALMETTO FAMILY

ALLIANCE

December 10, 2024

The Hororable Greg Hembres, Chairman
Senate Zducation Committee

Post Office Box 142

Columbia, ST 29202

Dear Senatcr Hembree,

Thank yoau for the opportunity to provide written testimony in advance of the Senate
Education Committee’s subcommittee hearing on Tuesday, December 10, 2024,
regarding K-12 scholarships.

For those of us who are parents, we realize every child is unique. Each of them is made
in the image of God and are gifted to their parents by God (Psalm 127:3). To maximize
the learning potential and the educational experience of all children in South Carolina,
legislation should be introducad, passed and signed into law which would provide all
forms of school choice to all children in the Palmetto State.

Recognizing the primary responsibility for educating children belongs with parents
(Proverbs 22:6), the board, staff, and Supporters of Palmetto Family strongly support the
implementation of school choice programs which would empower parents to pursue the
best individualized educationa] programs for their children.

Numerous states throughout the country—including North Carolina and Florida here in
the Southeast—have a long, successful history with school choice programs or have
recently greatly expanded programs for their state's citizens. It's interesting to note that
this fall while the South Carolina Supreme Court found in a narrow 3-2 decision our
state’s school choice was “unconstitutional” that the North Carolina legislature overrode
Governor Roy Cooper's (D-NZ) veto of a bill that provided school choice for more than
55,000 North Carolina studeris. Once again, South Carolina remains a “follower” rather
than a “leader” on issues facing our state's citizens.
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In state after state, educational choica helps the educational achievement of all
students-—including those who still atiend traditional public schools—while saving
money.

While South Carolina has resisted many attempts at K-12 school choice options, it
provides educational scholarships for college students, pre-K students and special
needs siudents throughout the state.

For over five decades, South Carolina has provided tuition grants for students to attend
our state’s 21 independent colleges and universities. These students are also eligible for
HOPE, LIFE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarships.

For nearly two decades, South Carolina provides scholarships through First Steps for
pre-K studerits to attend private or religious pre-K programs.

For nearly a decade, South Carolinians may claim a tax credit for special needs
students to attend a private or religious special needs programn through Exceptional SC.

| deeply appreciate your continued leadership on providing school choice options to
children in South Carolina. It is my hope and prayer that 2025 with be the year that
South Carolina provides universal school choice options for students.

Thank you for your service in the South Carolina Senate. Please be assured of my
prayers for you and your colleagues as you tackle this and other important issues
before you in the legislative s=ssion.

Sincerely,

Steve Pattit
Presidert






ent: Thursday, December 5, 2024 2:37 PM
To: Senate Education Committee
Subject: Education scholarship Trust Fund

To whom it may concern,

My name is Sandra Hernandez Coronel my daughter _s a sixth grader at St Joseph Catholic School in
Anderson, SC. | can’t express enough how amazed | am at the academic change in my daughter and how she is doing so
much better at this school, we were really devastated when unfortunately the scholarship she was granted was taken
away. I'm not going to lie I've spent sleepless nights worrying about how | was going to be able to cover her tuition and
was so grateful when the donor stepped up for this school year. | really wish and pray the education scholarship will be
reinstated I'm afraid if it doesn’t and she goes back to public school (not that there is anything wrong with our public
schools) she will struggle and fall behind like she has been this whole time. | feel like and have seen the difference it
made being able to switch her to private school. Please reconsider your decision.

God bless

Thank you,

A concern parent,

Sandra Hernandez Coronel



















































































































































This individual is retired from Furman University. The content of this email does not necessarily represent the views of the University.




































Frances Floresca, Education Policy Analyst and Reporter
December 6, 2024

Gressette Senate Office Building Rm. 308
Senate Education Subcommittee
1101 Pendleton St, Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Chairman Hembree and Members of the Senate Education Subcommittee,

My name is Frances Floresca, and I am an education policy analyst and reporter. I am also Miss Mission
South Carolina USA with a platform focused on empowering families through education freedom.

As an immigrant to this country from the Philippines, school choice provided my family with the
opportunity to give my sister and I the best education for us, and I would not be where [ am today without
it. Please consider reading my op-ed for the Aiken Standard discussing how the school choice program is
legal and does not defund public schools. [ have also supported the implementation and continuation of
various school choice programs across the nation.

When South Carolina’s Supreme Court ruled against the Education Scholarship Trust Fund (ESTF)
program, it slammed the door on nearly 3,000 low-income families at the start of the school year. Eidson
v South Carolina Department of Education argued that “no money shall be paid from public funds nor
shall the credit of the State or any of'its political subdivisions be used for the direct benefit of any
religious or other private educational institution.” This is known as the Blaine Amendment.

There are different types of school chojce programs: Vouchers, tax credit programs, and education savings
accounts (ESAs). The ESTF is an ESA, which is not a voucher and the funds do not go to religious or
private schools. They go to families to help them choose an education that works best for them, and it also
allows them to use the funds for other education services including tutoring, extra-curricular activities,
and learning materials.

ESA programs are distinct from vouchers and have prevailed against Blaine Amendment challenges.
Despite the presence of the Blaine Amendment in the majority of state constitutions, most states have
successfully implemented ESA programs.
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December 6,2024

The Henorable Mr. Hembree
Post Office Box 142
Columbia, SC 29202-0142

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee:

My narne is Dr. Rob Brown, and | serve as the Head of School at First Presbyterian Academy
(FPA) in Greenville, South Carolina. FPA is a vibrant school serving over 600 students from
preschool through Grade 12. We are dedicated to providing an exceptional Christian
education that prepares students not only for college but also for meaningful lives and
careers.

I firmly belisve that the primary resporsibility for a child's education rests with the parents,
Schools, whether public or private, exist to partner with families in fostering well-rounded
individuals who are prepared for service in their careers, communities, and families. Parents
should have the ability to choose the educational setting that best nurtures their child’s
unique strengths and talents, including the option of private schools.

The Ecucation Scholarship Trust Fund (ESTF) Program was a pivotal step in advancing
school choice in South Carolina. It provided essential opportunities for families who
previously lacked access to diverse edicational options. By enabling schools like ours to
serve rnore students, the program fosters greater educational innovation, as both public and
private institutions must continually irprove to meet the growing demand from families
now ernpowered with the choices they deserve.

The abrupt termination of this prograrm was not only a violation of these families' rights but
also hzd serious consequences for schools like ours, which had already made commitments
based on the availability of this funding. In response, we were willing to absorb the financial
burden in cur already tight budget, rather than asking families to leave due to their inability
to afford tuition.



While other states around us have expanded school choice funding, South Carolina has
unfortunately fallen behind. It is time for us to lead in this area, | strongly urge the
subcommittee to reinstate and expand the ESTF Program to make it accessible to more
families across our state. All children deserve to learn in an environment that fosters their
growth, and all parents should have the freedom to choose the best educational path for
their children.

| respectfully encourage you to act swiftly in restoring and expanding the ESTF Program for
the benefit of students and families in South Carolina.

Sincerely,

Vb B

Rob Brown, Ph.D.
Head ¢? School
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December 6, 2024
Dear Members of the Senate Education Committee,

Palmetto Promise Institute worked during the ESTF program application window, January 15 —
March 15, 2024, to promote the program and encourage families to apply, walking them through
the process if they needed help. Through this interaction, we developed close relationships with
many of the families who ended up using the Education Scholarship Trust Fund program for the
2024-25 school year.

When the SC Supreme Court decision came down September 11, 2024, we were the first place
that families turned for advice, and we used this position to collect written testimonials from real
parents using the ESTF program who were impacted by the Court’s unexpected decision that
ripped their scholarships away just weeks into the school year.

Below, please find a collection of written testimonials from ESTF parents who have allowed us
to share their stories with you. They are shared with you exactly as we received them, with no
edits except those removing personally identifiable information for those who wished to remain
anonymous. Additionally, any bolding was done by our staff and not by the authors.

We hope that these stories give you a picture of the real, human impact that the SC Supreme
Court’s decision has had and the havoc it has created for thousands of families across the state.

We also hope that these letters will show the diversity of reasons why a family mayv choose
to utilize school choice programs like ESTF and the need for the program to survive and be
expanded. Education should not be one size fits all; every child’s story and learning needs are
unique.

Sincerely,

Palmetto Promise Institute



Dear Decision-Makers,

I am writing to let you know my deep disappointment and concern regarding the recent Supreme
Court decision to cancel the South Carolina ESTF program. This decision has significantly and
immediately impacted countless students, including my son, whose educational journey now
hangs in the balance.

As arecipient of the South Carolina ESTF program, I can personally attest to the life-changing
impact of this scholarship. It has been a crucial lifeline for our family, allowing my son to thrive
at Sumter Christian School. This financial assistance has not only eased our financial burdens.
Still, it has also empowered us to focus on nurturing his academic and extracurricular pursuits
without the constant worry of financial strain.

The abrupt cancellation of this scholarship has placed me in a precarious situation, and I
know we are not alone. Many families are now grappling with the harsh reality of finding
alternative funding or, worse yet, facing the painful possibility of having to withdraw their
children from schools that foster their potential. This is not merely a personal plight; it is a
crisis affecting numerous students who rely on this program to pursue their dreams.

[ urge you to recognize the far-reaching implications of this ruling. It is essential to explore
pathways that can reinstate support for students like my son. The South Carolina ESTF program
was not just a financial tool; it was a beacon of hope for families striving for better educational
opportunities for their children. Its cancellation threatens to erode the progress made in providing
equitable access to education for disenfranchised communities.

We all share the responsibility to ensure that no child is denied the chance to succeed due to
circumstances beyond their control. I implore you to consider the urgent need for solutions that
will enable students to continue their education uninterrupted. Let us work together to restore
this vital support system that has empowered so many.

Thank you for your attention and commitment to our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Mother of the recipient

On behalf of the decision that was made to no longer provide funding for public school tuition, I
was highly disappointed. My plan was for my daughter to attend a Christian public school that



educates students in a smaller capacity than public school. I also felt like it would be safer for my
child. I know that if I was financially capable that would have been my route from the beginning.

However, the decision to not offer the funds at the last minute was very unexpected and
unacceptable. For those of us who still had to finance things outside of what the scholarship
would not have covered, it now has made the financial situation for parents even more difficult
including owing debt from things that would have been covered and no longer is due to
inadequate funding.

I believe that students should at least be able to use the $6000 for its initial purposes and once
that ends don’t offer and additional funding, being that we were initially offered the services in
hopes of receiving them and now we have to make last minute discussions to come up with
alternative plans.

I am writing this letter to show my deep concern over the recent court ruling that restricts the
ability to use the ESTF to pay for private school tuition.

My children have had numerous negative experiences in the public school system in Sumter
County. Huge class sizes, different teachers everyday, major behavior and disciplinary issues,
bullying, the list goes on and on. We applied and were denied 3 years in a row to get them into
an out of zone school. We also applied for Liberty Charter School and were denied due to them
not having the appropriate grades available. At one point, they were even going to change the
school zones which would have put us in a better school but that was overturned. Private school
was not our first choice. It was a last resort.

I could go into all of the horrible experiences we’ve had but that won’t help anything here. My
point is just to show that I did not frivolously decide to put my children in private school. This
program was in fact very much a blessing to me as a single mom and has greatly benefited my
children who come from a single income family.

Since being at Laurence Manning Academy, my children have thrived. They’ve been loved and
accepted in a learning environment that supports growth and achievement. We don’t need this
grant for tutoring or any other expenses. We only need it to fund their school tuition.

With the new court ruling, we will have to disrupt their school year that has already started.
They will have to be pulled out of their new school and be put back in their old school where
they were not accepted, where they did not thrive and where they were bullied to the point of
never wanting to go back. I cannot even fathom the thought of having to put my kids back in that
horrible environment. This will be absolutely detrimental to their education and livelihood.



My hope and prayer is that the court will reconsider their decision for the sake of the many
children that have already started the school year in a new school. This is going to cause major
disruptions for many families and have devastating consequences on the children affected.

The court had PLENTY of time to appeal this decision but yet waited until after the school year
had started. Unconstitutional or not, they had ample time to decide that prior to the start of the
school year. We cannot allow all of these children to suffer because of failures of the court
system and the failures of the education system as a whole.

A mother from Manning

[ am a parent of 4 children: a 10 years old son (5th grader), a 7 years old girl (2nd grader), a 5
years old girl (K5 grader), and a 1 year old baby.

When we first heard about the ESTF program over the last winter, we cautiously applied and
prayerfully waited for the response. Fifteen days later, we got not only 1 approval letter, but 3
approval letters from SC Department of Education to grant the ESTF scholarships to our
children. We falled down to our knees, cried, and thanked God for the gifts from heaven that
with our tight budget we would never imagine that we would pick the school of our choice.

Then over the Spring, after the long discussion and consideration we decided to pick Prince of
Peace Catholic School as our new school. Everyone is excited. We then said goodbye to our old
school which we loved but we wanted to have a better chance for our children. Over the
Summer, with the small budget we were preparing for the new school from purchasing new
uniforms, new shoes, etc.

When the school started in just a few weeks over the Fall, I could see the difference from my
kids at this new school. First, the kids shared with us how they learned about God who created
them which they never heard of at the old school. They also learned about being organized and
disciplined. The kids started making new friends. From the parent standpoint, I saw that the kids
were having more homeworks than the old school.

Then it came to the September 11 decision, when the whole nation was mourning for the loss of
victims of September 11, I was doubled-sadness with the State Supreme Court decision over the
ESTF program. I was really devastated and panicked. I could not sleep that night. At first, I did
not share the news with my wife and the kids because I did not want to see them cry. However,
when I knew that I could not keep the news away from my wife, I broke the news. She was so
upset and anxious.

As immigrants from Vietnam 30 years ago, we came to the US with the belief that this
county is the land of opportunities. Indeed, it was. When we received the ESTF



scholarships from the state, the belief again was doubled down. We thank the US for taking
care of its tiny, poor, and unheard citizens.

Now with the State Supreme Court decision, we are living in a limbo. I do not know if I
have to withdraw the children from the school or not. They just made new friends and just
built a bond with their new friends. It is so heart-broken to take them out of the new school. The
school they used to attend is the magnet school, so the children cannot go back to their old
school.

We are completely devastated right now! We are praying for a miracle to happen.

A father from Taylors

My son, )R8 Was attending a Title 1 school in Charleston county, and it still is one of the
better schools in North Charleston. The problem was that he wasn't learning. He entered 1st
grade at the top of his class, and he stayed there at the top of his class. His MAP scores and
STEP levels barely budged all year. The teacher was too busy trying to bring the rest of the class
up to his level from two or three STEP levels below grade level. Our son grew in character that
year, as he learned how to sit still and behave while the rest of the classroom was in chaos, but
we want him to associate school with academic education. If that learning experience can be
enjoyable, even better. That's why we originally applied for the ESTF scholarship. When-
was awarded the scholarship, we found out that it could be used for tuition at a private school
and so we enrolled him at Charleston Bilingual Academy. Since he was already a grade level
ahead of everyone else, we figured he could afford to relearn everything in Spanish. We wouldn't
have been able to afford the $8,000 annual tuition without the scholarship, and we would have
never enrolled him at the school if we thought that the scholarship could be taken away after
only one payment. We are looking at alternative scholarships, but most of those you have to
apply for before the start of the school year. Our son is doing so well at learning Spanish and
getting to know his new friends, but it will be very difficult for us to keep him at the school if the
remainder of this year's scholarship funds cannot be distributed and used for tuition. If it's
possible to appeal the decision or petition for an effective date after this school year is over,
please do whatever you can so that my son won't have to change schools again. Twice in
one year is too much to ask!

A mother from Charleston County

I am working as a Postdoctoral Scholar at MUSC and I am a single Mom. Living with my 6-
years old son.

As an ADHD’s student is hard to find the right environment to integrate, communicate and learn.

5



My son was attending a public-school last year when he was diagnostic as an ADHD and
hyperactive kid.

He faced a lot of rejection and ignorance from the first month to the end of the school year. I
talked with the teacher and the principal to work with them and find a compromise that he can
learn and be successful in his study, but nothing happens in the right direction.

He suffered a lot, and he was always working hard on himself. He was thinking that he is a bad
kid and could not follow the direction, concentrate and doing his activities at time.

He doesn’t want to go to the school, crying every morning and not happy at all. He was isolated
from the group, working alone and even taking snacks alone.

I tried at home to follow the doctor’s instruction and do what I can do to help him to gain
confidence in himself because is not his fault that he is an ADHD.

I was working hard on his hyperactivity and his concentration at home, but I could not make this
happen alone by myself without the help of the school.

I talked with his doctor, and she sent the instructions to his teacher because we need to work
together to attenuate his symptoms.

The doctor also told me that two many kids (27 kids per classroom) is too much distractive for
him and he should start the therapy sessions.

Till now, I could not start the therapy because is too expensive for me on the top of the rent,
aftercare, bills, groceries, gas, internet, etc.

I applied for this scholarship to help me to put my son in a good environment between good
hands that can guide him and teach him step by step.

This private school is known to have a good education and knows how to deal with his case
because they have similar cases.

Also, this school accepts catholic and non-Catholic students and treat them equally. Small group
of kids by classroom (8 kids in total).

This school made already a discount for me as a single Mom to help my son can attend the
school because even with the scholarship, I am not able to pay the remain amount.

My son is now happy, learning, have a good relationship with peers, staff, and teachers. Ready to
go every day to the school.

What is going to happen if [ will tell him that you are going to return to your old school or find
another school (same district) because I cannot anymore pay the school’s tuition. You must be



ready to face what you faced last year. Not only rejection because you are an ADHD but also
because your race.

This school not only helping my son but also me. As a single Mom, I must pick up from and
drop off to the school for full or even half day. This school is close to my work, and I can
arrange myself to pick him up and return working. Also, if I am late, they understand my
situation and never complain.

By keeping this decision, we will destroy the right of a kid with a special need to have a
good education and grow in a good environment.

The decision is yours.

A mother from Charleston

I am writing to voice my concern about my children, one of whom is a kindergartener. We were
strung along to believe we would be able to send our 3 children to a parochial school; they each
received $6,000 for tuition.

We do not have funds available at Calvary Christian school and certainly not in our bank account
either. So the children will be out of school in about 2 weeks; nowhere to go.

This places a tremendous hardship on our family. We now have 3 small children with no
possibility for education starting 2 weeks from now. I supposed homeschooling may be our only
option? I don't even know the legal process for that. Also, the $6,000. It cannot be used for
tuition, but what type of services may I use it for? Music lessons? Tutoring for Spanish? Can I
pay for extracurricular activities with scholarship funds?

As a licensed teacher myself, I believe school choice should be an affordable option for all
families. Not only those who are living in poverty, but also for those whom have elected
another school as the best fit for their children. State dollars should be paid to the BEST
schools, to improve the SC school system, overall. Parents should have the right to choose
where their children will be educated and the allotted tax dollars should be sent to the
schools that earn it.

Please consider my situation and opinions regarding this topic. Afterall, I have 6 children in my
household who will be educated in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. As their parent, I believe my
opinions about their education should be held with value.

A mother from Myrtle Beach




The ESTF scholarship was the only way I could afford to give my son a better education. |
am a single mother and my son was diagnosed with autism when he was 3. He has been
attending special education classes in public school up until this year and to be honest I did not
feel like he was getting the education that he deserved. My son loves his new school and I would
not get to see the smile on his face everyday when I pick him up if it was not for the ESTF
Scholarship. He is attending Immaculate Conception Private school for Special Needs Children
and I have seen great imorovement in him in just the one month that he has been attending.
Applying for the Scholarship was the absolute best decision I feel I could have made for my sons
education and overall well being. The Yearly tuition for his Specialized education plan is20,000
dollars and Being a working single monther I would not be able to afford it without the help of
the Scholarship.

This testimonial was written before the Sept. 11 court decision:

The ESTF scholarship means a more structured and focused style of learning for my family. This
scholarship has provided more flexible options for my children to learn. I know this was a good
decision because the process was easy, fast, and informative. I have never questioned what the
scholarship, and I have never questioned my decision to move forward with submitting my
applications. Thank you for the joy you have brought to myself and my children.

This testimonial was written before the Sept. 11 court decision:

I had no idea about the ESTF scholarship. Since my oldest son was 5 I always wished to send
him to Orangeburg Preparatory school. Of course once I had a job to make enough to pay for
him to go. Things did not go as planned and I could not afford to send my children to go at the
moment until the school administration called me and told me about this scholarship. I was so
grateful and thankful that my prayers were answered. I know I made the right decision just for
the sake of my children education and the relief to know that they have the opportunity to attend
a charter school Like Orangeburg Prep. Every step of the way The school and the SC education
program made sure | was aware of everything during the process. I couldn’t have asked for
another blessing. I am still shocked to this day I recommend this program to many of my friends
and family to try. [ will be applying again for next year if it’s in god plan. Thank you for the
opportunity for me and my kids and the blessings you have blessed us with.

A mother in Orangeburg



As a single parent, the ESTF scholarship means my daughter is able to get a quality
education close to my place of employment. I live in Lexington but work in Columbia. I
wanted to have my daughter closer to me so that if anything ever happened, I wouldn't have to
drive 30 minutes to get to her. St. Martin De Porres offers affordable tuition, and the ESTF
scholarship covers the majority of the cost, significantly reducing my out-of-pocket costs. The
functionality of ClassWallet just makes receiving the ESTF scholarship even better.

I hope and pray my story as well as others across SC help you understand the tremendous losses
that will be endured if we are rejected for this help we were already approved for is terminated.

The ESTF program has given my 13-year-old son a peaceful and spiritual journey as he learns
academically, thus making his learning experience less stressful. If it had not been for the ESTF
program [ would not be able to afford for my son to attend a school of such high quality with
genuine loving care for him as he These funds provide for a less stressful school year knowing
my child is safe and loved while he are getting a wonderful education.

My son has opened up to be able to speak in front of crowds he once shied away from, he now
enjoys learning, he is able to use what he learns to come home and teach his family things. He
enjoys going to school because he is in a smaller community that allows his style of learning to
be explored without being picked on. My child feels good about what he learns and it shows
when applied in his everyday life. If I have to send him back to public schools, I know he will go
back into a shell and not grasp his education as he should.

I respectfully ask you to please allow the ESTF program to fund my son as well as others across
the state to continue getting a quality education in a caring and spiritual environment.

From a mother in Hartsville

I have been frustrated with the education my daughter has received from public school. She
would come home everyday crying, she would cry in the mornings before school because there
was over 25 children in her class. The teacher would get so frustrated with trying to handle the
children with behavior issues until she would pull my daughter to show some of the other
children the lesson. My daughter was stagnant in her learning because her teacher was over
worked and the classrooms were packed.

My husband and I both have to work full time to provide for our family and can not afford to
stay at home.

when Governor Mcmaster signed the approval for estf program this gave us hope. This is our
first year using the ESTF Program. We found a good private school for our daughter and she is



so happy now. She has learned life skills, her reading has improved. She is excited about school
again.

The new change from the supreme court is devastating because we can’t afford to cover the
tuition at the private school and we can’t afford to suffer the hurtful blow to our 10 year old by
sending her back to public school.

Even though, my husband and I both have great careers with a college degree and several
certifications.

Please reconsider your decision, Children are suffering in these over crowded public schools.

[ am one of the parents who was thankful for this ESTF but was shocked upon the sudden
termination of it in the middle of the school year!!

My daughter attended a public school since K5 to 5th grade, last year. She has issues with her
grades incomplete and low grades. She also had issue with one of her classmates last year
making fun or not being good to her bullying her. sometimes would go home crying she even
talk to the counselor in the school but nothing good happened. So I was wanting to transfer her to
private Christian school but soo expensive until this ESTF gave us the light to pursue that plan.

Now after enrolling her, suddenly somebody just decided to terminate it! I don't want to transfer
her back to public school because she just started to get used to it plus her grades went up
already, I was so grateful for the great transformation. I don't know where to get the funds right
now it's really stressing me up. I have alot of loans,mortgage and bills to pay.

Each student is given a fund for school and it should be the parents decision to where they will
enroll their student not whoever that just think of themselves!!

We're paying our taxes. We're not burden to the government!!

[ hope and pray we can get this ESTF back.

My children have never been able to flourish in a public school setting. None of them have been
able to make good friends due to the horrific public school system in orangeburg, SC. They have
all had issues with having to “hold it” most of the day with my youngest even being forced to
wet herself multiple times at her former school.

The teachers at the public schools that my children have had to attend do not care about the
children, they just teach the bare minimum and push these children through. My kids have said
several times that they have learned more at home or out and about than they do at these public
schools. My kids have had their things tossed accross classrooms by teachers/administration,
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they’ve been bullied by other students, they’ve been forced into physical altercations and even
picked on by the school staff. I do not agree with my children having to go back through those
things. They are thriving now at their new private Christian school than they ever have before.
They all love their teachers, they love all of the staff, the principal, the sports coach, and the
pastor. They’ve all been able to make a tremendous amount of friends and are excelling at an
incredible rate. I pray that the court changed their stance on the situation and allows my children
to be backed by the funding necessary to keep them at this school. It should be about the
children and what they need!

A mother from Orangeburg

I have 3 children total and 2 of them are deaf and wear cochlear implants to hear SOME.
We tried public school for a while which was not a great fit as the class sizes were just too
large and loud for them to hear and function and learn well. They are too advanced at this
point for the school for the deaf and blind curriculum so our only option is homeschool or
private. We looked forward to the idea of our kiddos having an inclusive lifestyle in their private
school with small class sizes but that won't be a possibility without the assistance from these
funds. Our kids are also not eligible for social security disability even though they are deaf
because with the Cochlear Implants they aren't considered disabled anymore. We don't receive
help from anywhere and this was our one break. Our family is devastated. I personally should
have done more research before accepting the funds and had no idea this case was even going
before the supreme Court. Our family made a lot of sacrifices to start the school year where
we did and now we are faced with an extremely difficult decision and our children will
suffer greatly for the miscommunication. I wish I received as many emails before this
happened as I am now because this is something I believe the families should have been made
aware of ahead of time so we could have made a backup plan ahead of time. With that being
said, it was a true blessing to have received the help that we did and we are thankful for every
penny received. We will continue praying and hope for the best. Thanks for letting us share our

story.

The supreme Court ruling for the education fund has completely uprooted our house. It has
always been my dream for my grandson to be able to attend oakwood Christian School and
finally that dream was realized. My grandson is so happy with his school. He finally has the
support that he has always long for. He's never had a father in his life and the men there at the
school are such an influence on him. He loves his teachers he loves his Bible class and he has
made lots of new friends. And now all of that is about to be ripped away from him and I don't
have the hearts to tell him. How dare you people give us this blessing and then strip it away. You
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could have at least let us finished out the school year. Please reconsider your decision you don't
know how this is going to impact my- if he has to stop going to the school.

A grandmother from Anderson

When I first heard this scholarship advertised on the radio last winter, it was at just the right
time. When I looked into it, I was filled with a lot of hope and a sense of possibility. I'd been
doing lots of research, but felt very lost about what to do for my oldest son's Kindergarten
placement. He's a bright and sociable kid, but was dealing with a lot of anxiety as well as visual
challenges. It wasn't my desire for him to be in a public school classroom, as I felt it would be
too overwhelming for him and hinder his ability to learn. I say this in spite of teaching public
school students the 12 years prior to becoming a mother, and having a love for the classroom and
the students I taught.

This testimonial was written before the Sept. 11 court decision:

I've never had the funds to give my kids a better opportunity with their education... my oldest
was experiencing bullying and just a bad environment in public school in general.. if it wernt for
this grant I wouldn't have been able to get him out of that toxic environment.. this grant has
change his life.. FOR THE BETTER.. this was one of the best decisions I've ever made for
my son.. THANK YOU for giving low income families the opportunity to put their kids in a
better school...

This testimonial was written before the Sept. 11 court decision:

The ESTF scholarship means a lotto my family, in terms of I know my daughter can attend a
great school. Knowing it wouldn’t hurt us financially, so far I think it’s been a great decision I'm
seeing changes in my daughter (that she’s being more involved in school) she’s starting to feel
comfortable. Honestly it’s best decision I could have made for her. without the ESTF scholarship
I would not be able to afford her school.

My son had participated in a homeschool co-op the fall prior, but it was apparent he needed
something more structured, as his attention and behavior were suffering. However, due to our
family's financial situation, we didn't think a private school would work. My husband had dealt
with health challenges the last several years which disabled him from working. This put a big
financial strain on our family. An opening became available in a local preschool program I knew
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of, and we were able to enroll my oldest child. We had to work through his separation anxiety,
but within a week, he was very comfortable and really thrived! With a very small teacher to
student ratio, it was perfect for him. It was a stretch for us financially, but we managed with
some help from family and friends to send him two days a week during the spring. He was truly
at home in that setting, and this was a major bright spot for us in the midst of our difficulties. His
teachers adored him! And he made new friends and enjoyed learning new things. This major
milestone for him was something that positively impacted our whole family.

We were so pleased when his school announced their intentions to open up a 5K program for the
fall! The pieces just seemed to fall into place. But it ended up being a very long three month
waiting period over the summer before his school was approved as an ESTF service provider.
There were some bumps along the way, but eventually they were accepted, just before the start
of the school year. We were thrilled! My son had a fantastic beginning to his school year. At the
end of just his first week, however, is when we got the news that the scholarship would be
abruptly ended as far as school tuition payments are concerned.

We had not even submitted the first month's tuition payment yet, being that his school had a later
start than some. So we were left scrambling about what to do. Thankfully, a relative of ours
kindly offered to help with payments the remainder of this semester. But this is a major sacrifice
for this person, who is single and lives off of social security. It's incredibly disheartening when
you expect the funds to be provided for your child's entire school tuition, only to find out
that you have to now somehow come up with that on your own. Especially when you have
other life stressors weighing heavily on you.

The one silver lining for us through this obstacle is that we can still use these funds towards my
child's vision therapy program, which he is in great need of, and we plan to being soon. In fact,
the provision of vision therapy as an approved ESTF expense is absolutely incredible!
Scholarships for that kind of thing are almost nonexistent and this is something that insurance
does not cover. A big "thank you" is owed to whomever motioned to include vision

therapy! However, to be able to benefit from this, you obviously have to enroll your child in an
independent school, which is a big expense. So beyond this year, should my child need continued
vision therapy, I do not know how we would fund that if the ESTF will no longer be available for
private school tuition as well.

Thank you for taking the time to hear from us as a family impacted by the ESTF State Supreme
Court decision.
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As an educator I know that my children’s education is very important. While education is
important, building relationships with their peers is also important as well. I decided that my
children needed an educational environment that not only focused on education but in building
positive relationships that will help them become aspiring adults. LOL Steam School of the Arts
provides a loving and caring environment with a smaller teacher to student ratio, which gives the
teachers time to really get to know their students and adhere to their needs. The school provides
many extra-curricular opportunities for their students from basketball to soccer, dance, cheer,
Beta Club, Art and Theater and so many opportunities for them to do positive things in their
community.

My son- has an IEP and has struggled with reading for years. He feels ashamed when he
struggles at LOL Steam, he gets more one on one and does not feel like the other students will
pick on him because the kids there are different from the ones in public school, where they are
taught to respect one another and help each other out. - feels comfortable reading in front of
his class. He talks about how the teachers don't rush him to do his work and they actually take
the time to help him with things he struggles with and don't get upset with him if he needs extra
help. There are little to no behavior issues and my son doesn't feel the need to have to fit in with
the crowd. I fear for my son at the local middle school here where children are exposed to drugs,
sex, and gangs. I want my son to feel safe and not feel like he needs to be someone that he is
not.

My niece JRMRMPR has faced so many different challenges from her father being killed and her
mother losing custody to her and her 5 siblings to which she is the oldest. -was bullied
her 6th and 7th grade year and cried almost every day not to go to school. The second semester
of her 7th grade year she began to get in fights being tired of being bullied into which the system
failed her and deemed her as the problem. My niece has suffered from mental breakdowns and
self-harm from cutting herself and wanting to take her own life. I know I had to find an
environment better to suit her needs not only for her education but that would suit her mental and
emotional needs as well. Since she has been at LOL Steam, she has been so much happier and
wants to be involved with school and doing positive things in school. She gets up excited
everyday talking about how the teachers care and the students as well work together, and
everyone is always happy and smiling.

As much as I would love to pay for my children's education, I just don't make enough
money to afford tuition for their school. This would cause me to have to pull them from the
school they have grown to love. The school that they feel safe and cared for individually. I don't
want to change my children from their comfort zone back to public school and feel as though I
failed them from providing the best educational opportunity available to them. I feel as though
this will affect them mentally and emotionally in a negative way.
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Sincerely,

A Concerned Parent
Hartsville, SC

I am utterly devastated by this news. The impact of this decision on my family is nothing
short of catastrophic. We carefully planned and budgeted around the expectation that our
child's tuition at a nonpublic school would be covered under this program. Now, with no
warning, that security has been stripped away, leaving us in an unimaginable situation.

While I understand that expenses like tutoring and therapies will still be eligible, the loss of
tuition coverage threatens to derail my child's education entirely. We enrolled her in this school
because of the specialized support they desperately need, and I fear we won’t be able to continue
providing that without the help we were promised. This sudden change has left us overwhelmed,
and we’re struggling to figure out how to move forward.

I have already contacted my child’s school, and there are absolutely no financial options
available—any assistance was depleted earlier this year. To receive this devastating news at the
last minute has only made things worse, leaving us scrambling with no clear path forward.

I appreciate that you are working toward a solution, but right now it feels like we are left in
limbo, with our child’s future hanging in the balance. What options do families like mine even
have? I’m hopeful that the "least disruptive path" you mention can offer some real relief, because
at this moment, we feel completely abandoned.

Please continue to keep us updated with any information or solutions as soon as possible. We are
desperate for a way forward.

My name is Daniel - and my wife and I have three children. My son is 10 years old. He
is a wonderful, smart, creative, loving boy. He does very well in school, usually making the
honor roll. However, many times he has struggled to fit in.

He is presently in the fifth grade. Between preschool and fifth grade, he has attended six different
schools. Part of the reason is because we were living out of state and moved back to South
Carolina in 2020, so I could live closer to my aging parents.
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My son attended two different public schools in the low country. Neither my wife nor I were
satisfied with the large classes, or the ways it was having a negative impact on our son
emotionally and socially.

I work two jobs to provide for my family. I do not make a lot of money, and as a result qualify
for Medicaid. Two years ago, my wife and I explored the option of sending our son to Coastal

Christian Preparatory school in Mount Pleasant, SC. We liked the school, but when we saw the
price we knew we could not afford it.

Then, last February we heard about the Education Trust Fund Scholarship. We applied and
received it. We were overwhelmed with gratitude! We immediately asked Coastal Christian to
apply to be a recipient of this fund, which they did and were approved.

Our family and friends rejoiced with us, for this wonderful program and its provision for my son.

My son has been at the school for two months. The teachers and faculty are so kind and helpful.
My son is making good friends at school. The classes are small with only nine students, which
provides great personalized attention and education. He is growing in positive ways
emotionally, socially, academically and relationally. My wife and I have been rejoicing over the
last month that we finally found the right school for our dear son.

You can’t imagine the utter shock and heartbreak we experienced when we got an email
saying that the tuition funds are no longer available because of the South Carolina state
Supreme Court ruling.

Whoever filed this lawsuit against the trust fund, does not have the best in mind for the citizens
and hard working taxpayers of South Carolina. They do not have in mind the best interests of
these children. To freeze the funds and then force these children to leave the schools they
have been attending for the 2024-25 year is cruel and extremely harmful to these children
academically, socially, emotionally, and relationally.

These are our hard earned tax dollars, and we as parents deserve the right to choose where
our children will receive the best education - that meets their specific, personal needs. |
guarantee you that my wife and I know our son and his educational and personal needs infinitely
better than a stranger sitting 100 miles away in a government office in Columbia, SC.
My son’s school let us know they do not have any scholarships or ability to help us financially
with tuition. My son and our family would be devastated and heartbroken to pull our son from
his new school and friends and teachers that he loves.
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Last night, I had to make a tuition payment of $970 on my credit card. That could impact
future provision for the needs of my family. The Supreme Court decision was completely
heartless and uncalled for, and is causing harm to thousands of families.

We are praying for a miracle that this Supreme Court decision will be overturned, and that
somehow the trust fund scholarship money will be made available again quickly, so our kids can
continue to get the education they need and deserve.

Daniel -
XXX KKK

A father in Mount Pleasant

I am a mother of 6 school students that were recipients of scholarship. We are a family of 15.
When this scholarship came out, I considered it an answered prayer! Finally my dream came
true. My children can finally attend a private school. It has always been a dream of mine, but
would have been very hard to achieve financially. We were all so excited to start the new school
year. Our family invested quite a bit of money into purchasing school supplies, uniforms
and other essentials. 2 of my kiddos would be starting school for the very first time! Everything
was going well, the children were living their new school. Until that evening when we received
the devastating news that our scholarship was no longer available for our children!! I felt really
sick to my stomach! It was veer hard for me to break the news to my children without crying!
Our children were devastated!! They have already physically and emotionally attached to the
school, teachers and everyday schedule. Everyday they ask me how much longer they can
stay at their school before they are kicked out @&). I am left trying to figure out what I am
going to do, where am I going to send my children to? We are into the second month of school.
If the children do start attending another school, they will be behind in the current school year.
The Supreme Court ruled that this scholarship was unconstitutional, but I think that it’s even
more unconstitutional to do that to our children! We are faithful tax payers, therefore should
be able to choose the school that would fit our children better. Our tax dollars should not
only be limited to the public school system. Public school isn’t for everyone! Every families
situation is different. This decision has devastated very many families and their children, as
well as the school that they chose to attend. Please reconsider this awful and dreadful decision,
and do what is right for the children, their families and their schools of choice! Thank you and
may God bless you!

A mother in Spartanburg
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Since preschool, my daughter has attended St. Martin' [DePorres Catholic School]. She had such
a wonderful year, especially academically which is why I chose to let her continue to
kindergarten here . While attending st martin My daughter has been earning about God, which is
what I appreciate most about Saint Martin. I find it very significant that this is a God-fearing,
prayerful school! Since the classes are small and intimate, I am certain that my child is receiving
the necessary attention. In fact, this is the first year that I have used the education scholarship
trust fund program for her! This scholarship grant has been a huge assistance to me! It's already
challenging to make ends meet with the current rate of inflation. It's a little frustrating that the
school year has already started and the scholarship is now being revoked. I'm mindful that |
won't have sufficient funding for tuition. I would now have to move my child and enroll her in
public school, which isn't ideal in my opinion. Private schools, offer a variety of enrichment
activities that go above and beyond the required curriculum. I believed that the faculty at St.
Martin was preparing my child for success in school. There is a need for this scholarship. It is not
unconstitutional in my opinion. They should really reevaluate this choice, as it may have
detrimental effects on many families and their kids.

A mother in Columbia

I am a parent of one of many of the children affected by this court decision. I, like many parents,
wanted a better education for my child. As a single parent, I could not afford to pay the tuition
and all of the other costs associated with school alone. When we were told about this scholarship,
[ applied immediately. I knew this would be a blessing to my family and I if we received this
scholarship.

After waiting for months to find out any information concerning the scholarship, we finally got
word that we were one of the recipients. My 11 year old daughter and I were both so happy and
thankful. We knew this was one less thing for us to worry about. I had peace of mind knowing
she would receive a Christian education as well.

Our family really depended on this scholarship for assistance with my child's expenses. Now my
daughter may have to switch schools if I am unable to pay all of her expenses myself. I think it is
unfair and unthoughtful for the legislature to just blindly make a decision like this without
weighing the cost it would have on so many families and schools. We should not be punished for
wanting a better education for our children. A better education for our children in turn reflects on
our communities. These will be our future leaders and we should have no problem investing in
them.
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I am truly devastated by the court's decision regarding the ESTF program. I am a single mother
and was awarded the scholarship for my two children who are African American.

My son has ADHD and struggled really hard last school year in public school. His teachers as
well as his guidance counselor were very unsupportive in making certain accommodations for
him at school. He was bullied by classmates for asking questions and not comprehending certain
things. His self esteem and confidence drastically changed. He got to the point that he was
afraid and ashamed to ask for help in class or to ask any questions. As a result he failed and was
required to attend summer school. I can not stress enough how incredibly difficult this was for
me as a single mom. "So much for no child left behind."

Due to my children's ages they are not able to be home alone while I work. I have to pay for
after school care during the regular school year because I work until 5:30 pm. However, during
the summer my children usually go out of town to stay with their grandparents Monday-Friday.
With my son being in summer school which was dismissed at 12 pm each day. We faced a really
difficult time financially due to me having to pay for additional after school care costs.

When I heard about the ESTF, Iimmediately applied. My son deserves access to a better
education. Since starting at his new school, he has gone from a 25 average in Math to a 60
in just a few weeks. His Math teacher will also be offering free after school help starting in
October. His confidence in learning and himself has changed since being in Private School. The
smaller class setting with teachers that care and who update me daily on his progress is such a
blessing.

Without the ESTF, I would not be able to afford the tuition for my son to remain at his new
school. When I discussed the court's decision with him and told him that he may have to go
back to Public School he cried and begged me to not send him back.

Public schools failed our family. It seems that receiving funding per child is more important than
the well-being, education and success of every child. Not one teacher or counselor took the time
or effort to work with my child or return my phone calls when I begged them to make certain
accommodations for him.

I beg of you to please reconsider or do something to reinstate this funding.
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My son has been diagnosed with Autism since he was 2 years old. He has spent many years in
therapy to assist with his development and behaviors. This scholarship has given him an
opportunity to be able to have a chance at being successful. Glen Forest allows my son to learn at
his own pace and gives him the opportunity to succeed. I have nothing against public schools,
however [ feel they tend to lack the resources a child on the spectrum may require. Although, he
has only been in school for about month, the progress he has made and the support he has been
given has been amazing. When he was awarded the scholarship a weight was lifted off my
shoulders because I knew he would have an opportunity to be in place that was truly meant for
him. Children with disabilities deserve a chance at an education that is meant for them. A
parents socioeconomic status shouldn’t affect the education a child with disabilities should
receive. Please reconsider, and allow the children to keep the scholarships.

Signed,

A concerned parent in Lexington

The loss of scholarship funds has had a profound impact on our family. For my children, the
scholarship was more than just financial support—it was a beacon of hope and a catalyst
for their educational ambitions. They have invested so much effort and commitment into their
studies, and losing this support has placed an immense burden on them. The stress of potentially
not being able to continue their education as planned is both discouraging and disheartening.
Both of my children have adapted well to their new school and it gives me comfort as a parent
knowing that they are in a safer environment. The public school that my daughter would have
been attending found 5 guns on students in the first week of school. No parent should have this
concern when they sending their children to school, yet our public schools are not on track for
the better. It is heart breaking and shameful to see the school district that I graduated from 18
years ago in this position.

For our family as a whole, the financial strain is significant. We are now faced with the challenge
of finding alternative ways to cover the costs of education, which has forced us to reconsider our
budget and priorities. This situation has not only added financial pressure but also emotional
strain, as we navigate the uncertainty and stress of how to make up for the lost funds. The
scholarship funds have been a key element in our plans, and the loss of this funding has disrupted
our sense of security and stability. As a single mother of two navigating through our troubled
world, the scholarship fund had given me a little peace of mind.

Overall, the impact has been far-reaching, affecting not just our immediate financial situation but
also our emotional well-being and future plans. We are working hard to find solutions, but the
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loss of this financial support has undeniably created a challenging and difficult period for our
family.

Good Morning, I’ve been trying to get my words together to type. But every time I start I get
emotional. When this opportunity first came about I was so happy knowing her dad had passed
and he was my help for paying for school. Now this month probably be my child last month
going to the school. The fear of putting her in public school is all I can think of. I pray the
congress come up with something at least for this year.

My son, - has a rare genetic mutation. So rare that there is not even a name for it. The
doctors can only tell us that it is a "variant of unknown significance." But, it clearly affects
him. He gets easily distracted, struggles academically, has a significant speech and language
disability, and is very small for his age. He is in the sixth grade and is about the size of a 3rd
grader. The ESTF grant allowed- to go to a private Catholic school where we didn't have to
worry about him being trampled in the hallways of 100+ sixth graders. Instead, he was in the
classroom with 15 sixth graders. The private school accepted him for who he was and even
set up a speech therapist to work with him one on one during the week. Public school was
trying to say he no longer needed the service. Public school allowed him to sit in a classroom
where he was passed over for not being able to complete the material and never had the time to
help him. In private school, where he was attending until the ruling, he was completing work in
his Spanish class, religion class, bringing home A's on quizzes in science and social studies. He
was not being ignored in private school and given the help that he needed. I understand we can
use the grant for therapies, but most of those are privately owned. So, why can we use the grant
for private therapy but not a private school? We are now faced with the difficult decision of
trying to find the money to pay for a school that has far exceeded our expectations for our
special needs son and putting him back in public school where they just ignore him.

Hola soy la madre de - y el ba ala escuela catolica y cursa el grado k5 de divine

reedemer y realmente nosotros ...contamos con esa ayuda de que ustedes le dieron ami hijo
- ..y tenemos tanta nesesidad que eso nos ayuda de mucho para pues el desarrollo de -
fisico y mental es muy importante que nos ayuden y realmente estamos tristes de no poder
pagar mas el colegio ese es un colegio lleno de esperanza y aprendisaje alos nifios los maestrso
exelentes y la ensefianza de estudios y valores porfavor piensen en mi hijo

I would like to share my frustration with the way in which this has been handled. Our daughter is
a 7th grader and after a very disappointing 6th grade year in a public middle school we decided
to withdraw her. The public middle school we are zoned for is a very inferior school so we
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applied for choice to a different middle school in the same district and she was approved to go to
that school. When the opportunity arose for the possibility to be able to send her to a private
school with the voucher assistance we were thrilled! We waited all the way up until the week
before school started back for the Supreme Court ruling results before withdrawing her
but it never happened so we decided to move forward in faith. We knew that once
withdrawn, she would lose her choice spot. She began her new school and is truly thriving in
every way and we love it as well! I can’t imagine her ever going back into the public school
system and unfortunately we are unable to afford the tuition without the assistance. My husband
is a transplant patient and therefore private school tuition is not a viable option for us. The public
school system environment has become so toxic for children and the beliefs and ideologies that
are accepted are detrimental to their education, personal growth, and well being as a future
generation. I am so disappointed that this case was handled in such an irresponsible and
reckless manner not taking any of the children lives and families into consideration. The
court had plenty of time to make a ruling on this case prior to the new school year. Had they
done so, this entire mess could have been prevented and should have been prevented. All parents
should have the right to their child obtaining the best education possible. I still pay taxes toward
the public school system and will continue to do so, therefore I should not be penalized by the
thought that they will be missing out on funds. My prayer is that the three judges will reconsider
their vote and make this legal like the other great states that have already done so! If they won’t
reconsider then the decision must be appealed expeditiously. We need to do whatever we can to
make this happen! The state of South Carolina needs to be a leader in education and join
others in this Great Leap Forward for our future leaders! Thank you for your time and the
opportunity to be heard!

A mother in Columbia

I am at a complete loss of words. Devastating news that will detrimentally affect my family. I
am a full time student in my last year of dental hygiene school and my husband works full time.
With me being in school and the demands that come with the rigorous program that I am in; I
cannot work full-time. To be honest, I can barely work part-time.

With this ruling now stating that we can no longer utilize the funds for an education suitable for
our children (considering our local school district and its condition) put me in a state of panic,
frustration, and anger.

What are we supposed to do? Uproot my children and disrupt their learning because I can no
longer afford to keep them at the school that they are at? Place in a school that I know for a fact
would not provide the type of learning environment that they are currently in? And how do I
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know about said environment? I used to work for the school district that I have been trying to
avoid.

What do we do? Someone needs to go back to the table to figure this out.

The recent court ruling to end the ESTF scholarship has left my family in a state of confusion
and deep hardship. We received a clear and definitive email stating that our daughter was
awarded a $6,000 scholarship, which led us to believe her tuition would be covered. Now, with
the Supreme Court's decision, we find ourselves in a difficult situation, scrambling to find
alternative ways to make payments for her education. This experience has starkly highlighted the
precariousness of financial support; what seems assured can be taken away by a higher authority,
leaving families like ours in distress. We had qualified for the scholarship due to our lower
income, and despite contributing taxes akin to those of families whose children attend
public schools, it feels unjust that such funding is not available for private education as
well. Perhaps there should be exemptions from school taxes for families in our position, as the
current system overlooks our needs and those of many others seeking quality education for their
children.

Hi good afternoon, to whom this my concern.

I qas very relieved when I heard my daughter was approved for the grant. It was sure a blessed
for her to be able to continue at saint anthonys catholic school.

Its just an amazing school and she loves it so much.
My son also attendeds there as well that are doing so great.

But when i found out that they had canceled it i was very upset . I am worried that my kids will
have to change schools

And as a catholic house hold it is very important to us.

I hope something can work out its a great benefit for us and iam sure as well as me it helps alot
of families .

My family has been greatly blessed by the ESTF program, and going to be greatly impacted as
well as devastated by the unfortunate decision. My son and daughter are in kindergarten and
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have made great strides at Sumter Christian School. I am a single mother and if the program is
revoked I have no choice but to pull my children from the school, friends and teachers that they
have grown to love. I know this will impact their education moving forward and hope this is
reconsidered as I know there are many families and children impacted by this decision. Thank
you for your time and consideration.

A mother in Sumter

Through this letter we want to inform you that we have been highly affected in our economic
part and especially in the emotional part of our family when we received the news that we will
not be able to pay the monthly tuition of our son's school with the scholarship that was assigned
to us, thanks to this scholarship our son was able to enter this school but we have seen the painful
decision that next month we must take our son out of the school where he is (St Josephs Catholic
School - Greenville) because we do not have the necessary resources to be able to pay that value,
we gave this news to our son the same day we received it, we are a very close family and we all
must be aware of what concerns the family, my son at this moment is very affected because he
was just beginning to make new friends and he felt very comfortable with his teachers and
classmates, we respectfully ask you to reconsider this decision at least for this year so as not to
affect the academic and emotional part of our son, we remain attentive to new news in relation to
this difficult decision.

A mother in Greenville

I have 4 children who are currently enrolled in Westgate Christian school. We joined this school
because my children were able to get ESTF funding. This was a dream come true for my family.
Now we are in a loss of words and in disbelief not sure what is coming next. Kids are so sad and
disappointed. They ask me daily do we have to leave this school that we love. I have children in
7th, 5th, 3rd and 5k. We will not be able to afford going forward with the rest of the tuition cost.
Our school don’t provide any other scholarship or financial help. I’'m not sure what to do and
how to provide this wonderful education for my children. How can I rip them out of this school
year. They just started their curriculum and going back to public school will make them be not
on same level . And imagine my 5k son being so emotional when he learn that he has to leave his
teacher . Looking for help .

A mother in Spartanburg
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Before the Supreme Court Ruling our family had been
praying for more school options and choices for our
children in the State of South Carolina.

We are a family that don't have much when it comes

. to finances, but we deserve school choices and options.
| My older daughter is considered advance and scored very
well on state testing. The public school tested her at the
beginning of 2nd grade and told us she had already met all
of her standards for the 2nd grade level on the second
week of school. We ask the school if she could be taught
3rd grade level work and was told it was not allowed in
the public school.

One my daughter began 3rd grade - only her and one
other student in her class could read and barely do math.
This was really shocking and sad.

If you're wondering, my daughter learned to read while in private school kindergarten in Florida
using private school voucher. She still loves to read. I now have 2 more daughters who were both
in SC public schools and are struggling to read.

We want smaller classrooms and more rigorous assignments to prepare
our children for success and we know the private school can provide
this.

We deserve to have school choices for our children. In our county,
Schools are decided by school zones and that's not fair. OQur
neighboring states are making changes and offering parents choices,
including private school vouchers.

Taking this opportunity away from our children has created a major
stress for them and our family. We will not be able to afford tuition on
our own. What are the families supposed to do after the devastating
decision? Should these students at least be grandfathered until a decision
is made.

They love they new school, new teachers, administration and are thriving.
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Please, please don't take this away from them.

A mother from Summerville

I hope this message finds you well. I am writing with deep concern regarding the potential loss
of the grant that has enabled my child to attend Harmony School through your program. The
grant has been an absolute blessing for our family, providing my daughter the opportunity to
attend a school where she has flourished both academically and emotionally.

Before joining the program, my daughter faced significant challenges in larger classroom
settings, but since attending Harmony School, her love for learning has completely transformed.
She is now thriving, showing remarkable progress in her studies, and her confidence has grown
immensely. The smaller class sizes and nurturing environment have allowed her to stay focused
and overcome obstacles that previously hindered her. Losing this grant would be devastating not
only for my daughter but also for our entire family.

Due to a severe financial hardship, I simply do not have the means to cover the tuition
without this vital support. | am deeply concerned about the emotional and educational toll it
would take on her if she were forced to leave a school that she has come to love so much.

Returning to a larger classroom setting would undo much of the progress she has made, and it
would truly crush her spirit to be pulled away from a place where she feels safe, happy, and
engaged. I understand that financial assistance is limited, but I humbly ask you to reconsider and
allow us to continue receiving the grant or explore any possible alternatives, such as extending
the grant temporarily or offering a payment plan based on our financial situation. I am doing
everything I can to improve my financial situation, but at this moment, I am unable to manage
the cost of her tuition without this essential aid.

This program has been life-changing for my daughter, and it would mean the world to both
of us if she could continue to attend the school she cherishes. Please let me know if there is any
way to work together to find a solution. Thank you for your time, understanding, and
consideration.

A mother in Columbia
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I would like to start off by thanking you for letting our voices be heard.
Our family was over joyed to be chosen as one of the 3,800 families to receive the SCESTF.

_ our 5 year old is the recipient. He has no idea that Mommy stayed up all night long
to make sure we would be one of the first 5,000 families to complete the SCESTF
application. Mommy was tired but at the time I felt it was more than worth it, only missing a
few hours of sleep that is.

We wanted so badly for_ to go to Holy Trinity Catholic School. This school is within
our Parish. We did not however know how in the world we would ever be able to afford the
added expense of a private Catholic school.

This seemed almost impossible given that within a 9 month period families have to pay almost
$900 a month by the time you figure in uniforms, books , tuition, gas , food and added expenses
like field trips.

My family literally fought for 15 years from 2007 until 2022 to get my husbands green card for
permanent residency.

Fast forward to _’s 3rd birthday. Our Family was in Federal Immigration Court
awaiting permission to leave the country and go to El Salvador to get his Visa.

Next, we were relieved to be granted voluntary removal all the while paying very expensive DC
attorneys. Which previously we were thankful just barely able to afford due to being business
owners and having plenty of credit.

Just before we left to go to El Salvador, my husband’s business partnership fell apart. We were
not paid off, but thankfully we were still given our profit share from the prior year we almost had
to beg for it. Without it I don’t know how we could have recovered it was nothing to d some
people only about $25k but, at this point we owed people about 22k and we had been forced to
payoff our house that was owned by one of the business partners.

We were seriously in debt , mentally distraught and uncertain of how we were going to dig out.
Fast forward from April 2022 to January 2024 we were doing everything we could to make the
right financial decisions. Paying as much debt off as we could to fight interest, not using
government aid. Instead choosing to coupon, be frugal meaning never eat out or buy new clothes.
At least we had our health and a house.

Well, I did end up getting RUREPREY Medicaid. We just had trouble imagining how we were to
pay for a pediatric cardiologist. _ has a heart murmur it’s only a one. Thank god!
nonetheless we still have to keep an eye on it it hasn’t closed yet.
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Then there is me. I had emergency surgery in May to remove a very very sick gallbladder. So,
we didn’t have much of a summer. I thought that I would be able to work my seasonal job. Not
this year.... Luckily my husband and brother-in-law were able to do it for me this year. It’s taken
me about 3 months to recover and I still can’t lift anything heavier than a laundry basket. My
mom came over for the first 3 days after my surgery. But, she has a pacemaker and has to take
care of my sisters 4 children biweekly. My sister passed away at the age of 29 leaving behind 4
children.

Right after my Grandmother died and she was like a mother to all of us. Jose and I tried for 12
years to have a baby and right after agreeing to adopt our 16 yearold niece so that she could
come from Guatemala back to the United States to go to Highschool. We found out we were

pregnant with -

_ who fully and completely deserves a choice to go to a school that has strong core
values that teaches him about GOD and all things Holy to learn how to be not only smart. But, to
be a child of god and a person whose faith is just as important as his education. This simply
cannot possible in 2024 be achieved in public school.

Please let us use the money to chose to pay for our child’s education as we see fit based on our
core values and not be dictated by others who may not share the same beliefs and values.

I could keep going and as unfortunate as this situation is I know that we as a family will preserve
because we have GOD in our lives and do not live our lives based on what the South Carolina
Supreme Court decides.

Also , we can’t take him out of school he’s already adjusted. We also can’t pay out of pocket.
My husband becomes eligible for citizenship in April we will need to be ready to pay legal fees.
Just a retainer is 3 to 5 k.

Thank you for your time!!!

I would love to share my child's story. He was bullied in public elementary school for three
years because he didn't wear name brand shoes. In our home there are more important things
than spending hundreds of dollars on name brand shoes.

I did not know about the bullying until the last few months of fifth grade. He was scared to tell
me for fear of the five boys threatening to "jump him" on the play ground. At one point he even
started asking the custodians of the school if he could help them so that he would not have to go
out for recess.
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The entire time he was in his public elementary he never had one friend. This isn't an
exaggeration, he really had no friends. It something he prayed for on a regular basis.

When I brought the bullying to the principal's attention, it finally stopped. However, he
continued to help the custodians because he was concerned that they didn't have enough help.

We were very concerned that those same children would be back to bullying in middle school.
When I found out about this program, we were so excited! If we could be accepted into the
program, he would have the opportunity to be in a safe environment and learn some wonderful
values as well.

When we found out that we were accepted, it was truly a blessing from God!!! See I have had
custody of him and his three siblings since 2021. All have had a tough time due to some
unfortunate family problems. This finally gave him a new opportunity!

He started Sumter Christian School and has loved it! I think all 6th graders have a difficult time
with some transitioning, but he has enjoyed much of the new school. He has already learned so
much, and didn't know that the United States borders Canada. (I didn't realize how much he
didn't know from public school.)

He currently has been learning to play saxophone, learning that there are so many countries, and
that math can make sense. Above all the academic possibilities he now has, he came home the
first week talking about his new FRIENDS!!! He now has been able to fit in and have a normal
social life with real friends to talk to.

As crazy as it sounds, the best part of it all was when he got in the car one day a couple of weeks
ago and said he had a great day because "I finally got a girlfriend." This may not mean anything
to someone else, but when you are so lonely with no friends and have had such a rough 11 years

of life... a girlfriend was just what he needed.

This opportunity had given one little boy more than just education, it has given life to his
heart.

We will be forever grateful for the blessing of the ESTF program.

A mother in Sumter
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My 13 year old was almost failing 6th grade in the public school we were zoned for. Which is a
great school by the way. I reached out to the guidance counselor, principal and had conferences
with the teachers. None of that helped, she was still coming home not soaking in any
information, a ball of nerves going to school, too shy to ask questions, failing test etc.. The
school was suggesting her to get evaluated by their psychologist for ADD, etc. Which no one
even contacted us to do that either and the school year went by barely passing, which now I'm
glad they did not because that same year I found a very small tutoring center in our area that she
started going to afterschool and the next school year her grades went from D's in 6th grade to
A's in 7th grade. The tutoring center I found is also a small independent micro school, we
decided with the scholarship money we would put her there since they accepted the scholarship
money. She is thriving there! She has so much more confidence, she is able to get more
individualized learning with the school being so small only 4-6 students in her class, making
A's, not nervous about test anymore, and has made a total 360. All she needed was that
smaller class size and that more one on one learning, and not be evaluated by a psychologist
like they suggested just to push medicine and a diagnosis on her that she didn't need. The public
school could not help with that. We will be affected by the supreme courts ruling.

My name is Lydia Bartley. We received the ESTF scholarship this year for our daughter Rylee.
Rylee is in K5. She is on the autism spectrum. We wanted a smaller school and smaller
classroom for her so that it would all be less overwhelming. We felt her chances of success
would be higher this way. We can’t afford private school so we were ecstatic to receive the
ESTF scholarship and have the opportunity to put her in a school where she is thriving. This
news is very difficult to digest and we don’t know what will happen next.

Lydia Bartley
A mother in Greenville

I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to express my profound disappointment
regarding the recent cancellation of the ESTF scholarship. This unforeseen change has
significant implications for our family’s financial situation, and it feels particularly disheartening
given the trust and planning we had based on the initial scholarship awarded.

The scholarship was awarded to us based on specific criteria, including our lower income status.
If we had not met those criteria, we would not have been considered for this scholarship in the
first place. Knowing that financial support was granted under these circumstances makes the
cancellation even more difficult to comprehend.
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Had we been informed earlier about the possibility of the scholarship being revoked, we would
have taken the necessary steps to prepare, including developing a backup plan. This unexpected
cancellation leaves us at a loss, as we are now faced with the challenge of affording payments
independently. We had anticipated this support as part of our financial strategy, and its removal
has disrupted our plans in a considerable way.

Moreover, as taxpayers, we contribute to our educational system just like everyone else. It raises
questions about the fairness of this decision, especially when public schools do not align with our
desire to teach our child the Christian values we hold dear. We believe that every family should
have the right to an education that reflects their beliefs and values.

We are truly saddened by this situation. Our expectation was to work alongside the scholarship
program to ensure our child received the education that aligns with our faith. Instead, we now
find ourselves grappling with not only financial challenges but also the disappointment of not
having support when we had every reason to believe it was secure.

Thank you for taking the time to consider our perspective. We hope that in the future, clearer
communication about such potential changes can be prioritized, and we sincerely hope for an
opportunity to discuss this matter further.

I am writing to express my deep concern and share my story regarding the devastating impact of
the recent decision to eliminate ESTF funding. As a parent of three children attending Westgate
Christian School, this ruling has left my family in an extremely difficult position. Without the
financial support provided by the ESTF, we can no longer afford to keep our children enrolled in
the school that has become such an important part of their lives.

Westgate Christian School has provided my children with an educational environment that meets
their needs spiritually, academically, and emotionally. It breaks my heart to think that they may
be forced to leave due to circumstances beyond our control. The loss of this scholarship not only
threatens their education but also disrupts their stability and the community they have come to
cherish.

I hope you can include our story as part of the growing number of families whose lives have
been upended by this decision. We fully support your efforts to fight back and urge the Supreme
Court to reconsider this ruling. It is crucial that the voices of the families most affected are heard,
and I believe that with your help, we can make a difference.
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A mother in Spartanburg

Our family is located in Williamston, SC (Anderson County) and are absolutely devastated by
the Supreme Court ruling to remove our educational funding for alternative schooling.

We have had our child in public school K4-3rd grade. We have sought help from public school
administration, faculty, counselors and aides to find a path of success for our child’s education
for all five years. However, our zoned school is so overwhelmed with population they cannot
meet our needs. We live in a school zone that allows school choice. We have reached out to
those schools routinely for S years to be told their population is too high to accept a school
choice. We have a one of a kind public charter school in our area in which we have applied to
since it opened. We have never been accepted in the lottery they use for selection. We have
reached out to the district about all these proposed avenues that remain closed to us and at best
we hear “try again next year” or “speak with admin at school level again to see if things have
changed”. Frankly, the public school system is not working for the general population so how in
the world can it support student in need of a slightly different learning experience.

This year we have been able to find alternative schooling for our child that fits her needs.
Classroom size is much smaller. She is given individual attention and instruction. She is able to
use montessori techniques to attain skillsets. She can be with like minded students in a small
setting cooperatively working as a team. This never happened for her in public school and
WHAT A DIFFERENCE IT HAS BEEN. All of that was only possible due to the
educational grant we received.

My husband is a full time police officer. I am a preschool teacher. We have three children
in school. We make just enough money to not qualify for government assistance but not enough
money to afford alternative schooling. If this grant does not cover the rest of this school year, we
will be forced to send our very brilliant child back to public school where her needs cannot be
met and therefore she will not thrive. It is heartbreaking to uproot a child mid-semester and send
them back to a place that knowingly does not work.

I plead with anyone in power to hear our desperation when I say please just give us this
year. Please give our students just the year you promised them. This alternative schooling
grant is more than education. This grant gives children who need it RELIEF from not fitting in a
box. It gives them CONFIDENCE and HOPE that there is a real space out there where they can
be their best self. This gives parents the ENCOURAGEMENT and SUPPORT they need to
continue being their student’s cheerleader and advocate. If going forward you cannot grant us the

funding for alternative solutions, I will accept and keep searching for my child’s best path.
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However to start them on a journey and then rip it away from them is a complete disservice and a
stumbling block in their education.

We received scholarship funds for 3 of our kids this year. It was promised to us to pay for school
for whole year and for future coming years as well. I would never let my kids go different
schools just for 1 quarter. They already changed schools last year due to moving and this year
we changed again only because we were promised to be covered with tuition. We are not able to
pay out of our pocket for 3 of my kids. I wish South Carolina education superintendent can
appeal so we can still stay in school. Our kids devastating right now as they just made new
friends.

We currently have two children enrolled at Hampton Park Christian School. One is in 8th grade
and is in his third year there. The other is in 5th grade and this is his first year there. He is the
recipient of the scholarship. Our intent was to enroll him next year when the older son went to
high school at a public school, but since we received the scholarship, we moved him a year
earlier. The reason we do it this way is because we cannot afford tuition for two kids in private
school as I am a public school teacher and my wife stays home. I am not sure how we are going
to make this work. Our only option without other financial assistance is to take money out of
their college funds, something we really don’t want to do.

It is wrong that this decision would be made after school has already started. At a minimum, it
should proceed as passed this year and any changes should take place at the end of the 24-25

academic year.

A father in Greenville

So what brought my child to maranatha christian school he started in 4k and his teacher was
amazing he learned to write his name and learned colors numbers and also learned bible verses
which I loved. His teacher was amazing and actually took the time to teach him all new things
and also my son enjoys learning about Jesus. I chose the school for all the right reason because
when I was in public school I didn't get a good learning experience due to the kids all being loud
and making teachers cry and quit. Here at maranatha it's the total opposite and I'm glad to know
my child is getting a education where he is actually learning and caring about his education.
Because I have watched my son grow in many ways. And now that he is in 5k he learning alot
more and also reading better and telling me about how his day was great. This scholarship means

33



the world to him and to go to a school he actually loves. He wouldn't change it for the world and
would love to still continue there learning. He learns everything and they teach everything just
like public schools but includes bible time which I love. Because they took away right to a bible
in public schools where kids can't have a bible which is horrible. But maranatha is totally the
opposite and I love it that that scholarship still continue on for private schools so the kids can
learn about everything including bible time. This scholarship means a whole lot to me for my
son to get the education that I never got because I didn't get a chose on where I got to go. [
just wish this world would change the way they are looking at things and let this scholarship
continue to help the ones who wants to know more. This scholarship helping my son get through
school as to I have no income right now and it crazy that yall just wanna take away rights to him
not getting a good education that I couldn't get in life. I struggle everyday to make sure my
babies are getting a education and coming home to tell me about their day. I just want a life for
my Kkids that I never gotten a chance for. This school is teaching these kids everything just like
public school but more and I still wouldn't change my mind about it. These kids deserve a chance
to go wherever and get a scholarship to go to a school they choose from and im talking about
both public and private they should have a right to choose what would be better for them in the
long run.

A mother in Florence

I am writing due to the very distressing news on the decision to no longer fund private Christian
schools. This is an outrageous attack on our choice as parents to have a safe place for our
children to learn and grow. It is unconstitutional to put the burden of the already struggling
working class due to inflation. I am writing in hopes that this does not fall on deaf ears. We the
people should have the right to not send our children to a public school. This is a hardship on
all of us parents who frankly already live paycheck to paycheck and is not able to afford
safe care for our children. It is unconstitutional to take back something that was approved have
our children start then rip it away from us and then. Does anyone understand the toll this is
taking on the kids who do not want to go to public schools and are having physical and
emotional breakdowns knowing that they can no longer be in a healthy safe environment. Our
working class pays enough taxes that this should not be an issue. The surplus’s should not go
into our politicians pockets. We the working class just want and need a break for us and for our
kids. They deserve more. Please fight to have this overturned.

Sincerely,
A mother trying to make it in this world

Hope PRl from Anderson SC
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For my family, and my child who is on the spectrum, this is beyond devastating. He was
struggling for public schools to provide him everything he needed to learn and feel comfortable
and confident and safe with going to school. It was a fight everyday with the school because they
were failing him as an individual and a student. He essentially hated school, and we had to beg
him to go everyday! This opportunity gave him a whole new outlook on school, he has settled
into a smaller private school where he is thriving and is in the best place mentally, emotionally
and educationally. We cannot afford this school without this grant and to take some many years
to come to this decision, to make such a difference for so many students who need it, to now just
rip that away is wrong and poor on everyone’s part! We have no clue what we are going to do
and this is not fair! My child is settled into his school and we’ve invested our own money for
uniforms and everything to make him successful and your decision is robbing us of him
receiving the education he deserves! I as a parent am suppose to provide my child with stability
and a safe environment to be successful and this poor decision has disrupted every bit of that,
and we still have no other answers of how to move forward! You are putting tons of peoples
lives in turmoil and it’s utterly unacceptable! I was finally able to breathe and feel confident in
his education and that his needs were being met and you just pull the rug right out from
underneath us all! This is highly disappointing and adding so much unnecessary chaos we did
nothing to deserve, you shouldn’t have made the decision two months after school started and
kids are already settled and now everything has to change for them, it’s hard enough to start a
new school when you have struggles already and now he’s got to change schools again because
yall so illy change your minds. Once again this is wrong!

Our children were both withdrawn from the school in our home district in the end of the 2nd
grade. They had both been bullied, and the school system there is one of the worst in the state.
Since we could not afford to pay tuition, even to another public school, we enrolled them in
homeschool. They were homeschooled until this year, and because they received the grant, they
were able to enroll in a local private school as freshman. Private school was not our first choice.
We wanted to enroll them into the school district where we work. Unfortunately very few public
schools have signed up to participate in the grant program and none were available local to us.
They have been in school for a month, and are both enjoying it. They both need to learn the
socialization skills they have never had. They also need the structure that brick and mortor
schools provide. If we have to remove them from this school, they will have to go back to
homeschooling as our local school is one of the worst in the state and we fear for their safety.
They are both very upset by this. We cannot afford to pay out of district tuition. If the state does
not want us to use the funding on private schools, there should be a way to use it towards public
schools without the school having to sign up for the program. Now that we are already enrolled
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in the school that was available, I believe the kids should atleast be able to finish the year there.
We will have to scramble to re enroll them in homeschooling if it's not too late for the year.

Hi, my name is Sonia 4 and I now have to pull my son from his new school and disrupt
his learning environment again to bring him back to his public school that is overrun with non
english speaking students that outnumber the English speakers in the room. The poor teachers
have to accommodate these newcomers and neglect the needs of native english speakers. I
applied for this scholarship to give my son the opportunity to a smaller learning environment
where he is with other students like him and would get the attention and the instruction he needs
to learn and grow.

This decision has made him and us his parents heartbroken to have to rip him out of a school that
he has started to love and become successful at. We cannot afford to continue to fund his private
education otherwise and feel its unfair that all these newcomers are afforded all this free
education and free lunches but we have to sit and deal with it because we have no other choice
because of the cost of private education.

We are very upset that our tax dollars can pay for these people who pour into our country and
schools and disrupt the learning environment because they do not speak the language. It is not
fair that we have to send our kids to schools that have this happening and have no other options
because of the cost.

Thank you for supporting us through this, and would appreciate if you could at least honor those
who are in this program currently and not make us have to compromise our children's school
year.

I wanted to take the time to let you know how this has impacted me and my daughter one I am a
single parent and wanted to put my child in a school that is safe due to public schools are in such
a critical state with the school shootings and bulling that has gotten worse which the child suicide
rate is up and also God being pulled out of the school districts. When I found out that I was able
to put my child in the school of choice I was so thankful and Praising God for the blessing that I
was able to receive. I was very devastated to find out that once it was approved and my child
started her school that it would be all taken away in a blink of a eye to possibly have to change
schools due to not being able to afford it, I feel like that will disturb my daughters learning, I feel
like it should be at least funded for this school. year and then change it for next year due the
disruption of kids especially my daughter that has adjusted and feels safe where she is at. I am
also a Tax Payer and works and due to Economy being up so high and the cost of groceries and
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the cost of just living is crazy and like I said I am scared for my child well being right now being
in public school. Please Reconsider this school year funding at least just for families to keep their
child where they are at this time, and then change it for the next following school year so these
families like myself can think of other options for our kids.

Our youngest daughter attended a local public school last year and absolutely hated it. She has
ADHD (medically diagnosed) and was making all A's and B's on her report card, but she kept
getting ruled into intercession for "not paying attention." I asked multiple times for an IEP or a
504 plan, but the school refused to evaluate her. Her teacher stated, "if she needed more time, all
she had to do was ask for it." Our daughter started experiencing anxiety, frustration, and no
longer wanted to attend school. At the same time, teachers within this school were being
investigated for abusing special needs children. At the end of the day, we decided that we needed
to withdraw our child from our local district and move her into a private school. We filled out the
necessary paperwork for the ESTF scholarship so that we could afford to send her to a school
that cares about her and her well-being. Without these funds, it has put our family in an
extremely difficult position to pay for her tuition. She loves her new school, but I am a stay-at-
home mother and her step-father is a disabled veteran, who is currently unemployed as of
July, 2024. We have no idea how we are going to be able to afford her educational expenses
now. Please continue to fight the most recent decision regarding the tuition assistance for private
education. Children and parents deserve better educational options than South Carolina public
schools.

I a single parent not by choice to a brilliant 5 year old daughter has been placed through many
challenges this year loosing my spouse working long 13 hour shift over night in a county jail
trying to make ends meet . Being that I am a single parent | try my best to give my child the most
opportunity’s in education to make our future better . My daughter has just started kindergarten
this school year she is absolutely thriving within her school she has amazing teachers and
learning new things everyday , she is even learning to speak Spanish I get letters from her
teacher stating she is a ““ math and science queen” . This school has been the light at the end of
the tunnel and being I could not afford the education out of pocket these grands have
absolutely blessed us as a family . My grandma which is my daughters great grandmother has
moved to South Carolina to ensure my daughter is going to school daily and on time since I have
to work over nights I can’t always drive my daughter to school . We are a Christian faith family
and strong believers that the public school is exposing to many worldly things to children more
than actually teaching educational opportunities .This private Christian school is teaching not
only on a higher
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Curriculum, then, public schools they are planting seeds of faith in our children in these trying
times . This is against the constitution by taking these funds away by trying to separate education
from religion . We as a parental community would appreciate a reconsideration. Most family
can’t afford these kinds of schools out of pocket due to inflation . The public school system is
pushing children along without proper education by this I mean in public schools the classroom
ratio from students to teachers are way off there is a overwhelming amount of children per class
per teacher it is close to impossible for one teacher to teach and have one on ones with students if
there are some falling through the cracks. It is also concerning that a public school student is a
average of 15,000 per year and a privet school student is a average of 6,000 which is less than
half of the cost of public schools and these students are more likely to receive a better and higher
education. Please for the sake of our children reconsider these choices and funds thank you for
the opportunity to be able to share my thoughts on this situation and god bless America .

I can’t understand why they could not have made this decision a month ago before parents
have spent money on uniforms, registration fees and additional costs just to turn around
and have children uprooted a month into school! I literally cried for 2 hours when I heard this
news as my Kindergarten son adores his teachers and school. I sure hope some action is

taken. Someone clearly isn’t thinking of the kids here at all. Just sad.

THE recent court decision to stop the funding for tuition for private schools is devastating

I had my son in public school he was in the 8th grade ,Reading at a 4th grade level he does have
a learning disability. BUT Because of this Funding I placed him in a private school he read a
book for the first time Im so proud of him,

But due to the courts decision he may have to be placed back in public school The public school
system has failed him they just keep pushing him into the next grade not caring if he can read or
do math you are taking his life away He is so happy right now ,how do we tell him we cant
afford for him to go to this new school All anyone wants for there child is to see them succeed
in school and in life . Without this school he will not .. The public schools had 8 years with my
son and did nothing for him nothing to help, Just kept passing him on to the next grade how
could this be ok this school is the perfect choice for him PLEASE REVERSE YOUR
DECISION
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I was so please that we were accepted for this scholarship. It would allow our children to get the
education we wanted them to receive, while in a smaller classroom so they could get the
attention they need to succeed. This program allowed us to give our children as close to a
homeschooling experience as possible. With that said, I am unsure how we will be able to
continue to pay for their tuition. We are already under immense financial stress with the cost of
living being so high. I don't see how this is in anyway unethical as it was open for everyone.
There are programs available to help other families out with school choices, why is this one
being taken away?

I wanted to share our story and how this scholarship has changed our son’s life. Last year he was
attending a local public charter school where he was being sexually assaulted by a peer daily.
This child was super sneaky and teachers were not seeing it happen and I spent many days up
there. We had him transfered to the other class for his grade but the child was relentless and still
found a way to traumatize my son. This scholarship made it possible for us to switch schools
where he is thriving and has all As. With the changing of this scholarship we may have to put
him back into that previous school and we are heartbroken! I pray our story helps in some way
because we would never want another child to go through what we’ve been through.

We are very concerned that funds were pulled out from our schools.
We have 2 students enrolled in private schools this year and started school a month ago. We are
one parent working family and this was our hope for bettEr education for our kids.

Now they pulled funds back snd we we dont have any funds to pay back.

We cant pullback kids from school they have a hard time adjusting to new schools. And we just
started a new school.

We had promise that this will be for a full year.

It was promised we can get funds for full year.

Please make a decision that helps parent to keep their school choice and keep them in school for
this school year.

I am a grandmother to a 14 year old girl that I have full custody of. This scholarship was a
blessing, when she was in public school she was constantly bullied!! Which caused her to
suffer from headaches, stomach issues and over all thinking she wasn’t as good as the other kids.
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All of this in turn affected her grades so that she was barely passing. Fast forward to this school
year, she entered a new school with new kids, teachers that she felt cared and she no longer has
the issues she did in public school. She currently has all A’s and has been inducted into the beta
club. This never would have happened if she didn’t get this opportunity. Now for it to be taken

away!!! We are both concerned about the possible set backs she may face if she has to return to
the public school setting. We pray the Supreme Court realizes that some kids do need this extra
hand up in the world.

I am a single mom, who works full time as a cosmetologist.

My son is currently enrolled into Saint Peter’s Catholic School in Beaufort, South Carolina. I
signed up in hopes to be eligible for the Education Scholarship Trust Fund. We got notification
that we were eligible, and it lifted a huge weight off of my shoulders. Trying to pay bills, put
food on the table, and provide your child with the best education in the county is not easy,
especially on a single income.

Previously for Pre-k we had him enrolled into a public school where he was not doing very well,
and was constantly getting in trouble. He was struggling academically & mentally. The teachers
allowed the children to run the classroom and do as they pleased. There was no structure.

We took him out of the previous school in the middle of the school year & transferred him over
to Saint Peter’s. Within a couple of weeks, we saw a huge improvement in his behavior. This
year for Kindergarten, he is already learning words, how to read, math, etc. The smaller
classroom environment sets him up for success, as he is a child who was diagnosed with
ADHD and needs more one on one attention from the teacher.

It is very disappointing and disheartening that I may not be able to continue to provide him with
what he needs. I grew up in Beaufort, South Carolina. I know how the public school systems
work and I have worked day in and day out to keep him where I know his needs will be met, and
where I know he will have more of an advantage with education.

A mother in Beaufort

I want you to know what this is doing to my family. First we did not make the choice easily to
change from public school to private school.
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My son was having problems in 5th grade. Then in 6th grade he was not happy in school. He was
not doing his work. He was not wanting to go. He would not tell us what was going on. I kept
going to the school to talk with the teachers. They said they had not seen anything but he was
lazy in his work. They knew he was smart. He moved up to the higher class. That didn't help
either.

My son got ISS for hitting a boy. So I went to the school to find out what happened. from the
teachers. I had already found out my sons side of the story. What I was told is that Mason had hit
him and the other students seem it. No questions asked. I said well did you ask what the other kid
did. No we didn't. Well the other kid had kicked my son. So as a reflex my son hit him in the

leg.

I came to the conclusion I was not going to be helped at the school my son was going to. So
when this opportunity came to us we took it.

I was afraid it wouldn't make a difference but guess what it made a world of difference. My
son is doing his school work he is happy. No wanting to stay out of school. He is playing
football. He is thriving and happy.

I also have a daughter that was doing fine in public school. She was shy and stayed to herself.
Now in the private school she has friends and comes home happy. Not just content. She is
learning so much more and has joined the PEP club. She is coming out of her shell and joining
and wanting to do things.

My children are adopted and have had enough people letting them down. Children deserve
to be happy in what they do. My Children are happy at Dillon Christian School. I need them to
have this chance to grown and become what they want to become.

On another note I remember filling out papers to get this money to help my kids. I do not
remember any of it being about anything but money grades and things like that so I am not sure
why it is unconstitutional. A parent should be able to do what is best for their kids. We need kids
to be happy so they can learn and prosper.

A mother in Dillon

I chose this particular private school because my child that I have custody of needs a smaller and
more personal setting because of the things that has impacted her life. She has been in the care of

DSS because of her mother’s choices. So to remove her from her school right after starting
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kindergarten just only a month ago is devastating to her. I feel we should at least finish out
the school year. It’s unfair to the children.

When we were approved for this we were beyond estatic. With the county we live in (Jasper) the
public school system is no where near par so it’s really no choice in sending our child or children
to anywhere but a private school. We being of Faith chose to send our child to a private Christian
school so the funds used went to an amazing place that will instill values into him as he
continues to grow and learn.

Please reconsider this.

A parent from Jasper

To whom this may concern

May I start off by saying that I hope this letter will make a deep difference in a solution for
myself and my child. The impact of losing this grant is by far the most devastating news to us,
We had trusted this funding and highly depended on it to provide my son a stable education and
safe environment, My son attended a High School for which he was zone for in the area we live
in due to numerous attempts in applying for magnet and academy schools and kept getting turned
down due to either being on a wait list or too many kids in the specific schools or not zone to go
to that specific school, We were left with me having to do home schooling due to my son was
afraid for his life going back to this High school being gang infested, kids fighting everyday, kids
smoking in the bathrooms, teachers not caring for the students because the kids didn't care for
their own education and the academic studies were a joke. My son did not belong in that type of
environment. When we found out we were approved for this grant to attend a private school our
worries and stress went away and were very happy that we can put that High School behind us
and have a new start. Now with this detrimental news were left wondering how we can keep him
in this private school. I can not afford this tuition as I am a single parent and was very
dependent on this money to get my child thru school. He has started this new school, has met
a lot of amazing kids and teachers and most importantly feels safe in this environment. He
interacts with people and now playing sports as he has gained confidence. Please don't take this
away from my child as we desperately need this grant for him to continue getting the best
possible education.

I appreciate that efforts are being made to find a solution and I hope those in charge realize how
urgently we need this resolved. We are counting on this grant to continue.
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My spouse just retired from a career in the US military - He was deemed totally and permanently
disabled from a combat-related TBI. I returned to graduate school several years ago to take over
responsibilities as head of our household. My daughter was being severely bullied at our local
public school so we applied to the scholarship program to send her to private for the 24/25
school year. We were relying on the funds to help offset the cost of tuition for this year - now
we will have to make vastly higher tuition payments on disability pay until I obtain my license in
January. This was unforeseen and has made us consider drastic financial measures to get
through.

This was irresponsible of the state of SC to allocate funding and then renegotiate the terms after
people paid for uniforms, school fees, application fees, started their children in school. Not to
mention the social implications for the children whose parents may have to pull them from
school. It does nothing but highlight the haves from the have-nots and it makes me ill to think
that a child would have to endure this due to irresponsible legislation. If decisions are made to
change the rules of engagement they can not be made after the rules are set in place and action
has begun. That is called "playing Mao" (a reference to a card game in which the dealer makes
the rules and the players don't know them until they come into play) and that is not what the
great state of SC stands for. Thank you for your time.

I’m writing in concern on the funding, providing help then snatching it away is insane and
unprofessional how do you have the funds to help people then snatch them away ? Sc I guess
picks and chooses to not help the people that pay taxes here which is crazy you could have at
least finished the school year out at least . I would like to talk to the person that decided this was
a good decision then all of a sudden changed their mind.

I have applied for the funding due to giving my son a better education after being bullied for 2
years in public school. My son who is repeating 7th grade due to being bullied and not being
motivated last year to do any work. His anxiety and nerves got to him so bad last year he would
literally throw up before school due to not knowing how his day would go. I pulled him out of
public school last November and put him into an online school. Being at home for school wasn't
helping the situation and had put him into a depression. Thankfully I found Thomas Hart
Academy in Hartsville SC to give him an opportunity at a different learning environment. |
wouldn't have had the chance to put him into a private school due to only making 24,000 a year.
I have 4 kids now. Since my son has started Thomas Hart Academy he has been making all A's
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and excited for school everyday. He is in a smaller class and has improved a lot. I have asked the
school if there was any way I can apply for financial aid to continue for my son to go there. It
would be heartbreaking if I had to tell my son he could no longer go there. He is out of
depression and loving school once again. Please rethink this decision and help him continue to
grow and thrive at the this private school. I'm begging you from a mother's heart.

A mother in Hartsville

This impact is very much a big concern. I did this scholarship for my son to get a better
education and it was supposed to be to pay for all his school needs including tuition and fees
from the school. The scholarship was designed to give kids a chance to go to private school and
it to pay for it. Moving my son to a school with this scholarship and now it being taking away is
not acceptable because it was designed for the kids to go to all schools approved. It’s totally
impacted me because I don’t have to money to send my son to private school but wanted him
there for better education and to play baseball which he is very good at. I was paying for
everything else but needed the tuition and fees paid that is what cost the most. I feel like this
decision wasn’t a good one do to this is what the scholarship was to be used for.

I am the single mother of two children who were receiving the scholarship. When I first read
the email with the news that the funding would no longer be able to be used for non-public
school tuition my heart dropped.

My children attend school in a county where the public schools are in the nicer terms
"problematic". I am sure my children aren't the only ones.

But as a mom of a child with severe ADHD that causes severe anxiety, (medical diagnosed) I
spent most of the previous school years praying my child could "make it" through just one more
year. Or "let's just get through this year." As I was told he may have to repeat the grade. Public
schools are so overwhelmed with children that I believe children that need the extra help
are barely scraping by because they don't get the assistance they need to fully receive the
education they are required to. We also had multiple incidents where my son was scared to go
to school because so many fights were happening, to the point where he had been hit as a
bystander at least twice.

As a parent it is my job to not only provide a roof, food, and the needs to survive but to also
teach them to be respectful individuals and provide a proper education and the tools to succeed
as an adult. When we were approved for the scholarship I had no doubt in my mind things would

44



get better, it was almost a sense of relief. My children would have a better chance of having a
proper education and the resources they would need to succeed.

Both of my kids are now on A/B honor roll, they enjoy school, are happily active in the school
extracurricular activities offered, and most importantly I and they have a peace of mind.

Without this scholarship, my kids will have to go back to attending public school in this county
because as a single mother and the sole guardian I can not transport them to a public school in a
different district. The closest school out of our district is an hour away.

I pray we find a solution to continue these scholarships for tuition to be able to give the kids that
never would have a chance, a peace of mind everyday instead of the survival mindset.

Sincerely,

A mom just trying to help provide a better life for her children.

I 'am a 60yr old grandmother, raising 3 grandchildren and caring for my 87yr old father. My
grands attend LOL School of the Arts. I have a M- 4th grade, P- 7th grade & C.
8thgrade. Last year my mornings consist of going to 3 different schools which was not an easy
task. P- has experienced a challenging school life! He’s below his average, and has always
been placed in the classrooms with environments that were not helping him succeed in life. |
received calls everyday concerning various situations with learning and behavior. I work
fulltime, and it was draining! He was guilty of many thing, but he was accused of many things
that were untrue. His previous years in public schools branded him of being unworthy for
education. He was in a classroom where his peers had no goals, and no one was encouraging him
to do better. His ability to read was extremely poor, is self confidence was at the bottom. He
absolutely HATED school! I knew I had to get him out of there, or he would head down a road
of distruction.

C., struggled with learning also, they missed out on the basics. He did not talk much, or
socialize. Which was very concerning to me. Being in a large classroom he was simply ignored
and being left behind.

M- has always been eager to learn, I felt she was not really being challenged. And many
of her friends families did not have the same values, [ was trying to teach her.

So here comes the opportunity to receive the scholarship. I applied and received funding for two.
How excited and relieved to know my grands could attend the same school. And most important
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a Christian school with a much smaller population. Since this schools became a part of our lives
let me tell you what has happened. They absolutely love going to school! Grades have improved
drastically, because of the smaller environment, with less distraction. And teachers that are
constantly encouraging them that they can do anything. And they believe them and strive to do
their best! There is no negative peer pressure, because they are being taught Christian love.
P- has done an absolutely turn around just by changing environments. C. socializes with
his peers and publicly will speak, which would have never happened without the encouragement
from teachers & peers.
grades.

is striving for Beta Club, and is excited to strive for good

This school has been life changing for my entire family!! To receive that letter taking the
scholarship away was devastating! I financially cannot afford it! I think it’s a shame that the
only way my grands can receive an education is in a harsh, environment that was not working for
them. In the public schools you can’t even teach Christian love, and I know that makes a
difference. The issues | had to address are not present here. I realize this could change, but
everyone that attends here want to be here. It’s a safe, loving environment suitable for exceling!
And seeing the change this has made in my grands life is evident. Children don’t get to pick their
parents, they have no input in who raises them. They have been giving this opportunity to do
well, and they took advantage of it, and without notice it’s been taken away! I do all I can to
provide for them, and it’s not easy, but witnessing them believe Philippians 4:13 I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me is worth every step I make for them.

A grandmother in Hartsville

My family is one that is significantly impacted by the court’s decision to deem ESTF unusable
for private education during the school year.

We were very relieved to be awarded these funds this past spring. Our daughter had some trouble
with bullying and feeling out of place in public school. She often came home with descriptions
of pornographic conversations happening at school. If she tried to walk away or change the
conversation, she would be shunned or made fun of. She was punched in the stomach multiple
times, and I could not get her teacher or administrators to even respond to my concerns. If she
stayed in public school I know these problems would be the normal at the middle school she is
zoned for and I can’t imagine it would be much better at any other public middle school in
Greenville county.
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My son was ok at public school, but I was not particularly fond of things he was exposed to due
to lack of supervision.

Again, relief to send them somewhere safe. Somewhere with similar values that cares about
young children exposed to sexual content, language, and bullying. Somewhere that takes those
seriously. And now, after they have just acclimated to a new environment, made new friends,
I’m supposed to do what? Quit my job so I can homeschool them? Well I guess then I'll receive
other money from the government so I can stock my fridge.

A parent in Greenville

I want to express my gratitude for the opportunity to be approved for the scholarship, which will
help advance my children’s educational experience. However, while I understand the current
rules, I feel it's unfair that children are required to leave their home school and attend another
school in a different district in order to utilize the scholarship.

My kids are currently in a public school, and I could use the scholarship to support their
education through tutoring and other educational services. Unfortunately, some parents,
including myself, face challenges in transferring our children to a different district, but we still
have ways to use the funds at their current school.

I hope this policy can be reconsidered in the future to allow more flexibility for families like
mine, so we can fully utilize the scholarship without having to move schools.

Thank you for your understanding and consideration.

If we pulled our student from the private school after we heard of the Supreme Court ruling
because we couldn’t pay the tuition moving forward and is now home schooling the student,
would the estf fund pay for any home school tuition fees? Our public school is not a good fit for
my child/student.

I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to share the emotional and financial impact that
losing the state scholarship to our private Christian school will have on our family. This
scholarship has not only allowed us to provide a quality education for our daughter but has also
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been a lifeline in ensuring that our son who has dyslexia would be able to attend Camperdown
Academy with a large out of pocket expense.

Our daughter was enrolled at a public school for kindergarten. She was going to attend when we
made the tough decision to enroll our son at Camperdown Academy. This scholarship was the
deciding factor for us to leave her at Southside Christian.

For many families like ours, attending a private Christian school is more than just about
academics. It's about being part of a community that reinforces the principles of faith, integrity,
and character development, which we work hard to cultivate at home. This setting has been
instrumental in shaping our children's worldview, helping them become not only intellectually
capable but spiritually grounded. Our daughter attended Southside Christian for preschool and
this scholarship allowed her to stay.

Losing this scholarship presents a harsh reality. The tuition costs of a private institution
and a specialty school are often well beyond what many middle-income families can afford
without significant financial assistance. Without the support of this scholarship, we would be
forced to make difficult decisions that could affect not only our children’s education but the
overall financial stability of our household. This could mean cutting back on other essentials,
sacrificing future savings, or even pulling our children out of a school that has become a second
home for our daughter while her brother is at a different school for dyslexia. He is in the 5th
grade.

But the impact goes beyond finances. For our children, this change would mean leaving
behind friends, mentors, and a supportive learning environment that has become a vital
part of their development. The thought of having to transition to a completely new school,
with different values and expectations, is both daunting and disheartening.

In many ways, the scholarship has allowed us to give our children opportunities that we
never had. It is incredibly difficult to face the possibility that we may no longer be able to
provide this for them, simply because of financial constraints.

I hope that this letter sheds some light on the deeply personal and far-reaching effects of losing
this scholarship. It is not just an academic issue but a family one, affecting our children's
futures and our ability to sustain the life we want for them.

Thank you for taking the time to understand our concerns.

From parents in Greenville County
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I am writing to you due to the disappointment of no longer receiving assistance for my
granddaughter to attend an Independent Private School. She was privileged enough for her Aunt
to help out last year with tuition due to - needing a school where she felt safe from bullying
and needing teachers that were willing to help her succeed and feel safe. I am her Grandmother-
she has been raised by me for several years now and I have watched- struggle for years in
school(Public) due to bullying/low grades/failing and we were fortunate to find this school and
have been very excited and pleased. - was very shy and not outgoing at all. She would cry
and not want to go to school. The school officials(public schools) did not care about what was
happening. Since starting LSSA she has been to school everyday except for the true
sicknesses(Covid and Flu). She has done really well in her classes and wasn't afraid to ask the
teachers if she needed any kind of help. She came out of her shell and was in her first year of
cheer and chorus. She actually would get up and speak in front of people. She is now doing dual
classes this year to get back to the grade she is suppose to be in. We are very proud of her. The
director and staff have been amazing with these children and they need them so much.

We also have a financial problem with paying for the school if this assistance is stopped, she will
not be able to attend and it will be a true loss to her education and well being. We are a family of
4(below the poverty level) and not financially stable enough to afford paying for her to attend
and losing this chance would undoubtedly disrupt the progress that we have made with her
attending this school. In order to succeed we all need a chance for a great experience and
education. These are the leaders of tomorrow. We should be lifting them up, not tearing
them down. The assistance being taken away will be very hard on all of these students. The
financial hardships and wanting the best for our children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews to
succeed and not get left behind from not having a chance. Please reinstate the assistance for the
sake of the children.

We are struggling with this decision and trying to figure out how to pay at this point because we
want her to have the best possible education.

We are a recipient of the scholarship. I applied bc I felt the school our daughter was attended was
failing our daughter. I didn’t feel like they were teaching her on her level of learning. I applied
for the school transfer because her home school had a F on the schools report card and my
daughter was bullied and the school was slow to handling the situation. We were denied because
they stated she could get everything she needed at her home school. My mom told me about the
scholarship she heard about on the radio. I applied didn’t think we wouldn’t get it. We applied
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for the free charter school is our area but was waitlisted again. I got an email that we were
approved for the scholarship for her to attend a private school of our choice. I was happy to be
able to put her in a school that she’s has been doing great thus far. I would hate to uproot our
daughter from her current school to send her back to her home school where she was being
bullied and the school’s report card is an F.

Whenever I first got the email in February saying that my children had been approved for
the ESTF scholarship, I couldn't believe it. I wept for days out of happiness and disbelief!
The news was literally life changing for our family! I would be able to afford to send all six of
my children to the school of our choice where they would be together, from 12th grade down to
4th grade. We were overjoyed! The school year began, and we were waiting on the invoice to be
sent from the school for the first quarter so that I could submit it for payment at Classwallet.
However, before this happened, I received the devastating news that tuition at private schools
would no longer be covered. My children have been in class for over a month. They have friends,
they are on sports teams. In July, I had my hours reduced at work and there is no possible way I
will be able to afford to keep them at this school that they already love. What am I supposed to
do now? Our tax dollars are being spent to support public schools in South Carolina, but
there is no school choice. Other states have school choice options, why don't we? Please help
me understand this. I am desperate to keep my children at the school where they are thriving,
and I am shocked and saddened that such a program could be approved and handed out to
parents/families, and then taken away AFTER the school year has already started. Please tell me
there is another option for us.

I live in St. Matthews, SC and I have 5 kids in school right now. I had 1 already in
private/religious school and the other 4 went to public school last school year 2023-2024. My
oldest(16) was the only 1 at private school at that time due to him being in high school. We tried
public school for him half of his freshman year and it just wasn’t a place he wanted to be and be
around the things that were happening at our local public high school which was Calhoun
County High School. It was then announced that we could apply for grants for the other kids to
use next school year 2024-2025 and we were so happy to hear this! So I applied for 3 of my
children that were still at public school and that school was Sandy Run K-8. Right as I was in the
process of waiting to hear back if we would be approved for the grant money, we had a situation
with my 6 year old little girl at Sandy Run public school. The principal called, it was in March
2024, to inform me that a little boy had stuck his hand in my daughter’s pants and asked her to
show him her underwear. These are 5-6 year old children in her class so to hear this from a child
that is so young doing this to my daughter was traumatizing for her and us as her parents. We
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immediately went up to the school and no one would give us any other information than what
happened. I understand they cannot tell you the child’s name, but you could at least tell me if he
will still be around my daughter after todays events. He should be expelled for his actions or
removed from the class to a different class in my opinion but the school principals would not
give me any of that information. So that day, we withdrew all 3 children attending Sandy Run K-
8 and switched them to the private school my oldest son was going too. They made room for us
to fit in my 3 children to finish out the 2023-2024 school year. Thankfully my family members
helped me out with the tuition the rest of that school year. So then later that week I find out we
were approved for tuition grant money for next school year for the 3 youngest and had a sigh of
relief that I wouldn’t have to borrow money any longer from family. Over the summer my step
son (16) also comes to live with us and he is going to attend the private school as well. We had it
planned out that we had his tuition covered and my oldest tuition covered and grant money
would pay for the other 3 children. In total it is $1,500 a month for all 5 children to attend this
private school. Thankfully once school started we would only have to pay $600 out of pocket
due to the grant money for the other 3! Due to congress deciding to eliminate the use of the funds
for tuition payments I will now starting in November have to pay the whole $1,500 a month for
the kids to attend the private school we are going too. I was so sad and devastated to hear that
we could no longer use that money for tuition. You can’t tell someone something and offer
us grant funds for tuition and then decide a quarter of the way through to change it. It’s
not right. I would hope that Congress would at least let us use the funds to finish out this school
year and use it for tuition that way no kid has to switch back to public school due to not being
able to afford the private school that everyone switched their kids too. Public schools are so
rough these days and i was so happy to switch mine to Wesfield Academy, the private school
mine attend, due to its smaller with less kids. It’s the same curriculum just smaller classes and
the best staff work at this school as well. We couldn’t be happier than we are now with the
school the kids go too. I hope that Congress would change their mind to let us finish this 2024-
2025 school year using those funds for tuition that way no kid has switched to a great private
school and got settled in and will have to go back to public school due to parents not being able
to afford it once November comes. Please I beg of you. We are all struggling to figure it out. I
am going to take extra hours at work. My husband is going to work overtime. My mom is
trying to figure out how to help us come November when we can’t use the grant money for
the tuition. Please consider changing it back to let us use the funds for tuition until the end
of this school year. It will be much appreciated!

From a worried mother,

Sumter
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I believe that the sudden and drastic change to disallow the use of the ESTF is a huge disservice
to the families of South Carolina.

A little background.... I am the mother of 4 children, I am also a taxpayer, and a public high
school teacher. My oldest daughter excelled at everything and graduated from public school in
2021. My second born, my oldest son, struggled with school from the start. He has been
diagnosed with ADHD and has struggled to with reading since the age of 3 when we first began
trying to teach him phonics. He is a great talker and very articulate otherwise but has always
fallen short in this academic area. He had a wonderful pre-k teacher and his Kindergarten
teacher was absolutely amazing and understood him and how he needed to learn (she also
suffered with ADHD). She made great progress with him while they were together, however,
she moved before the end of the school year and he was assigned a new teacher. This did not
help my already struggling student. Fast forward to 1st grade. Unknown to us at the time, he
was being bullied at school. It is not what you would think just "kids being kids"; he was being
bullied by his TEACHER. She would pick on him, threaten him, take photos of him 'off task' in
the classroom. There were also occasions where she would take him into the classroom's
restroom to berate and belittle him. He did not tell us these things when they were happening
and therefore we were not able to address the situation. By the time he reached elementary
school, 3rd grade, he had continued to fall farther and farther behind. By this time my 3rd child
was also in school in 1st grade. School became a torturous environment for my son. He was
being bullied by not only his classmates and fellow students but by some of the teachers as
well. It was so severe that other students were even following him to the bathroom to pick on
him and try to fight him. His father and I made the school aware of our concerns and what we
knew of the situation but HE DID NOTHING. His only response was, "Well people picked on
my when [ was in school too."

One morning, just before Christmas/Winter break, I was dropping the kids off at school, starting
with my oldest who was in high school at the time. From the time I stopped the car to let his
older sister out, he begged me not to make him go to school. This ordeal went on for the next
15-20 minutes as I completed our normal drop-off routine. When I pulled up in front, of his
elementary school, he was still begging, on the verge of tears for me not to make him go. I
forced my tearful child out of the car and made him go into the building. As a parent, I was
crushed. I spent the next hour or two checking into the private education offerings in my town
(there were only two of them). I took applications and information for both schools and returned
to the elementary school to sign my son out early for the day. When all of this took place I was
out of work and the only income I had was unemployment benefits. After weighing our options,
and discussing what could take place if we sent him back to a place of pure hell and torture, we
decided on the less expensive private school (with an understanding that payment arrangements
had to be made). The next day, I withdrew my son from the public schools of Williamsburg
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County and enrolled him in private school. This was not a decision that was made abruptly
or on a whim. Itis a decision that was made for the safety and well-being of my child. I
couldn't afford to wait around for him to become a danger to himself or others because of how he
was being treated. He is now a high school junior and this thriving in school and has even
started the process for dual enrollment into college courses.

We tried other schooling options over the course of his and his siblings' education and when |
heard about this funding I was ecstatic. I knew that he would be able to finish out his education
in a place that was good for him and that it would ease the financial burden that comes with
private education. This funding allowed me to not only place my oldest son in a wonderful
educational environment but also his two younger siblings (one of whom is also a struggling
reader). I believe that the SC Supreme Court should reconsider this decision. As a taxpayer
and a functional working member of society I have no issues or qualms with my tax dollars
going to support students that may need an alternative to public education. Furthermore, I
believe that ALL students in South Carolina should have the opportunity to learn in the
best environment for themselves and their families.

A mother from Williamsburg County

The SC ESTF vouchers was a life line for my son and I. I had been searching for a a school
where he would thrive for quite sometime even without knowing how I would pay for it when I
found the right fit so when we were granted the scholarship funds I was extremely happy and
excited for the opportunities that would be available. My son is what is known as Twice-
Exceptional , gifted but also has a special need/disability. He is continuously scores/ performs in
the 99th percentile among his peers and is in Kindergarten scores were on 3rd-5th grade level in
Math and Reading. He has been diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder and also has a
sensory processing sensitivity. I had been on the hunt for a school where he could learn on an
advanced level but also grow socially with his peers. I toured many schools to find the best fit
which would be schools with smaller class sizes that also understood/ could cater to the needs
my special needs child/student. I quickly discovered such schools would be private and the cost
was out of my reach. When I found out the SC ESTF had been approved I quickly jumped
on the amazing opportunity to apply. When I found out we were 1 of 5000 applicants
approved I felt like I had won the lottery and things were looking up and headed in the
right direction because I had been stressed about finding a school where my child would
not just survive but Thrive! Following approval, I went back and toured some of the same
schools I had before and a few others I hadn’t before because the cost was so far our of my
budget, but now I had a change in availability of funds because I now had been granted the Trust

fund scholarship to use toward my son’s education. Even with the scholarship there were still
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quite a few schools that were out of budget but I was definitely more hopeful that I was going to
get funds to help cover a great deal of the cost and I would make other financial sacrifices to
cover the rest in order to provide my son with an education suitable for his needs.

After choosing a school, I hadn’t received the SC ESTF as of yet but the school year was quickly
approaching and there were certain out of pocket expenses I was responsible for paying to attend
this school. I paid for the application fee, enrollment fee, activity fee, purchased uniforms then
had them embroidered with the school’s logo , as well as required school supplies. All of the
above were required before I received any scholarships funds which doesn’t allow
reimbursement to parents using the scholarships funds so this was a huge financial
sacrifice/investment but worth it for the education my child would receive. I the first quarterly
scholarship payment of $1500 and I paid it directly to the school from Class Wallet. I felt a sense
of pride about myself and gratitude to the State of SC for having such a program available for
students like mine who needed those funds to be able to attend the school of their/ their
parent’s(who are tax payers) choice.

On the contrary, when I found out( initially through a facebook post of a fellow scholarship
recipient ) that the scholarship had been immediately eliminated, my heart sank and I
immediately began searching the internet for proof because there was no way this could happen /
be true! I searched google and there were only a few articles related to the court ruling and I
hadn’t received any related emails from the SC Department of Education as others on social
media were saying they had received but sadly it was true. I immediately became stressed and
went into panic mode. Everything that was going so right with the program and it seemed to
crumble in an instant. [ immediately began thinking about the how awful its going to be to have
to take my son, who doesnt adapt to change/ transitions very easily, out of the school we worked
so hard to find ,where he has learned so much already, and adjusted so well and put him back
into Public school. I also thought about how much time and money I had invested in finding a
school and paying the various enrollment expenses and now that would all be going to waste
because of the harsh ruling of the SC supreme court to snatch Education funds away from the
children who’s parents are tax payers as well , and deem it unconstitutional to use tax payers
funds towards private education. The funds will no longer be available to use toward anything
when these students are forced to go back to public schools, because students are unable to use
the funds while attending public school. I believe the law makers and supreme court needs to re-
consider this decision and allow funds to be used towards the education parents want for their
children, even if its just for the rest of this school year to give caregivers time to sort things out
without pilling children out of the private schools. There are many other states that allow tax
payers funds for private education so why not South Carolina? The court believes the private
schools will benefit / profit from the funds but in actuality the real true beneficiaries are the
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parents and students who were counting on those funds to afford the education our students need
and deserve!

Thank you for your time.

I am reaching out with our concerns of this matter. It has been very upsetting that my child who
attends Bob Jones Academy will no longer receive the funds to cover for his tuition. We made
due with what was given to us and now we no longer have the means to pay the rest of the year.
We want the best education for our child to set him up for success and we feel we have been
failed by you. We hope there is a way to somehow fix this or if you could provide resources to
apply for financial aid.

A parent in Greenville

My name is ]- My husband‘s name is A- and our daughter is - She is 5 years old
and a 5K at Mullins Marion Christian school. We are 1 income family. This funding has been a

true blessing for us. Our daughter needs extra help and she is getting that at this school, and is
learning so much already. Learning to read, count learning to write in cursive. Also she attends
the afterschool program here as well, which is also God sent for us as we only have 1 vehicle so
my husband is able to pick her up from the afterschool program when he gets off of work.
Without the spending, we just don’t know what we will do. Please do not take the funding
from our family and all of these other families that it is such a blessing to. Thank you

A family in Marion County

Hey the decision about the tuition is messing with my choice to put my son in the school he goes
to now to make it a choice to pay tuition then take it away is unconstitutional!! and it it unfair to
us how am I suppose to figure this out when I am myself in school and work at the same
time ?
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The ESTF Fund has saved my children’s life. I am an African American mother of 6 children.
Three of which attend private school. Since enrolled at the schools they are making As and Bs,
enrolled in extracurricular activities, and have more structure and assurance in their life. These
factors are not only a great asset for my children, but for the community as well. My son who is
16 years old and is on the autism spectrum and has ADHD, Is now making very wonderful
grades and his behavior has improved significantly. He focuses more and is able to do task better
than before. We reside in Sumter SC , and with all the negativity within the community and
surrounding cities. [ am proud to say that being apart of the ESTF program has helped shape and
save the lives of my children and many more. Thank You!

.

From a mother in Sumter

Our family like so many others have been devastated by the SC Supreme Court decision to end
funding through the scholarship fund. We use this scholarship to help offset the cost of my son’s
tuition at Hope Academy. Hope Academy is the only option for us because Greenville county
school district refuses to provide the services and therapies my son needs to thrive in school.
This unfortunately is not a choice for us but a necessity.

From a mother in Greenville
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Hello, my name is _ and my granddaughter is five years old. She attends 5K at
Mullins Marion Christian school. My daughter and her husband are a one income and a one
vehicle family. This funding is a true Blessing for their family. - my granddaughter is
getting so much from being in such a small classroom. She is learning so good and loves going
to school. If this funding is taken away, we don’t know what we will be able to do, please keep
the funding for the school and for many other schools who are needing this funding for so many
hard-working families who cannot otherwise have their children attend a private school and get,
smaller learning environments thank you so much .

We are so desperately in need of tuition to be paid as we are behind on the payments due to the
ESTF Supreme Court ruling. Please let me know what I need to do as the school is saying they
can’t offer me help. My kids love their new school and I do not want to pull them. They are
finally thriving and getting the help they need

Good evening. It has taken me some time to really put into words how i feel about the recent
Supreme Court ruling. I received the message of the ruling 4 days after a major eye surgery and
have been scrambling, trying to figure out what we were going to do as a family. [ am disabled
due to a rare eye condition that is slowly causing blindness as well as a very unstable form of
glaucoma. My child missed out on much needed socialization with children his own age due to
my inability to drive and overwhelming anxiety that has been a result of the vision loss. My
husband works 6 days a week and does the best he can. Needless to say, this scholarship was a
God send as my sons school is quite literally 2 minutes away from his work. The smaller
class setting has really benefited my son because i fear some of my anxiousness has rubbed off
and large crowds are intimidating for him. He also struggles with some basic learning such as
writing and 1 feel like he would get lost in the shuffle of a public school due to their large class
sizes. While it would be amazing to continue to be able to apply for the scholarship for future
school years i feel that at the very least we should be able to use the funds for the remainder of
this school year as not to punish the student and to give parents more time to figure something
out. I don't understand the politics of it all but i do understand the human component and
this has added more stress to an already stressful time with all the things that are going on
as far as education goes. Thank you for your time and the ability to be able to share our story.
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Hello my name is _ We reside in Spartanburg, SC. We were fortunate enough
and I would consider my family blessed to have been able to receive ESTF funds for my 4
children. I have 7th, 5th, 3rd, and 5k students who have started their 2024-25 school year at
Westgate Christian school. It has been a dream of mine to have my children in private Christian
school and finally I knew this was our chance. I have family who residein NC state and they
have similar funding for private schools and I always wished we had something like that in SC.
My children are so happy and daily tell me how awesome their new school is. My 7th grader
even told me she wants to graduate from this school. Unfortunately not long into the school year
we receive this devasting news of Courts ruling that we can not cover the tuition cost using the
funds. My children are broken and lost, not sure what will happen. They have been coming
home these last few days and right away ask me mom do you have any good news? Do we
have to go back to public school? Please say no. I don't know what to tell them. These funds
meant everything to us. How can I rip my children out from one school and move them
somewhere else in the middle of the school year? They finally got used to their routine
curriculum, schedule and teachers. I would love to keep my children in current enrolled school
this full year. Praying this decision can get overturned and someone helps all of us who are
affected by this decision. Asking for someone to step in and please please do something. We
should have a choice where to send our children for education. We all pay our taxes and if I
choose not to send them to public school I should be able to receive some funding for private or
any other school that works best for my family. Thank you.

A mother from Spartanburg

I'm sending this email in reference to My granddaughter that I have custody of. She attends LOL
Steam School of Arts in Hartsville, SC.

I was so Grateful that she was approved back in March of this year 2024. We Both were looking
forward to a better future for her. In just a few short month and a 1/2 , she has come so far in alot
of areas that she was lacking help with in regular school! I felt she was being left behind. She has
been so happy that she has been able to even go to Private school. I DId not Ever think
something like this would happen after she was approved for the Scholarship. Now, since it is
said that tuition can no longer be paid this way, I probably will have to put her back in Public
School and that is something that- & 1 do NOT want to happen. She has been continually
excited about being at LOL STEAM. She Loves school now!! She is excited everyday to be able
to go and also be a part of the soccer team. She is also doing Cheerleading and Track this year.
Something that she wouldnt be allowed to do at regular public school!! She will be Heartbroken
if I have to Pull her Out of school to put her back In Darlington County Public School System!!
There academics are lacking in ALOT of ways!! They do not care about the child or there
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grades. They daid they are there to Love and Care for the children, nothing about really teaching
them. I was looking for options when My neice was already going to LOL STEAM last year and
that is why I was excited about trying to get her in with the scholarship. It was a tremendous
Help!! I want her to have a future that she can and will be able to take care of herself in her
future. She was not learning the things she needed to learn and already should have learned at the
school she was in for K-2. LOL STEAM has given her in just a short time alot of self confidence
& self worth & she is very proud of the things she has been accomplishing since school started.
This is so Heartbreaking if this no longer pays for tuition!! I really Hope that something can be
changed to accommodate what we already thought she was promised and was going to be able to
do. I Hope there is a way for her to continue to go to LOL STEAM. I personally can not pay out
of pocket for her to go. I was recently taking care of my mother, so I had to leave my job. Now, I
have - as well. My Mother unfortunately passed away!! Which we have been trying to
remodel our home so we can get back in it!! This scholarship meant so much to us both and was
the light in the darkest time, at the time she was accepted for this scholarship!! I Hope there is a
way to fix this!! I do know that with God, All things are possible!! Please find a way for all of
these kids to be able to go to school without the worry of having to leave the school they Love!

A grandmother in Hartsville

I have been hesitant to respond to the cancellation of the ESTF program. It is a sad day when
scholarship money is offered and approved, just to be taken away, The court ruling stated
taxpayer funds can not be used for private schools, but what public school has tuition? Lawyers
should have reviewed the program before the tuition assistance application began, to avoid this
type of disaster. There are families that were excited about their approval and their choice of
schools that now have to make other arrangements or move the student to a public school. The
choice was made to send our student to a Christian based school for the bible teachings, small
classrooms and an environment where children are not subjected to bullying, but are given a
foundation in the love of God, country and family. We believe these are the principles that every
child should have instilled. Our student has cardiomyopathy and we are comfortable with
him being in a small school that is aware and has the dedication and time to watch him. Our
student is thriving in the school, therefore we know we made the right decision.

Starting kindergarten has been a big deal at our house and while I am trying to be understanding
of all involved in this ruling it is going to be an even bigger deal if | have to pull him out of his
school due to canceling his scholarship. He has established relationships, and understands his
teachers expectations and rules. He’s starting to read abd has made such good progress in all
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areas. | feel it’s going to do a lot of harm to have to pull him and start somewhere else or
homeschool him when that wasn’t the expectation.

Like I said I have tried to be understanding of both sides and if it is ruled that the scholarship
can’t continue I just beg that you finish the year that’s already started. For the sake of these
young kids please don’t halt progress mid year. His school has been a wonderful fit for his
learning style and attention span. We went the route of this school though because we had the
expectation of $6000 to help pay tuition. I want school to be a good experience for him and for
him to have a solid foundation of the basics. The upheaval of transferring to a public school is
not conducive to that.

The South Carolina Supreme Court’s decision to strike down the Education Scholarship Trust
Fund program has been a significant cause of concern for our family. With a tight budget and
modest salaries, it is crucial to us that our children receive an excellent education grounded in
Christian values, as we recognize the importance of raising responsible future citizens.

I am very much disappointed and distressed about the court’s decision to disallow this program
especially after it has already begun..Doing so has put a financial burden on my family not to
mention that it would be depriving my child of the opportunity to go to a school of choice that is
beneficial to his needs. Shame on you!

I am a single dad of 5 kids... 2 sets of twins. I have 2... 8 yr old boys... I have 2 ... 5yr old boys..
and I ha e a daughter that is 4 urs old.... and the public school system in Jasper county......

You would not send your own kids to this public school in Jasper country Sc.

I getit... it is free... but it is also an awfully terrible school.... fights... drugs... etc... the school
system is terrible and the teachers are not good at all..

I put my kids in a private christian school because of our religion. And it gives them better
education than what the public school would provide.

I need this money as a single father of 5 kids..
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This was devastating to my financial needs... public school school is free ... for a reason.... it is
not as good in some area as others and Jasper county is way below average an the education
level...

Politicians should allow theor kids to go to this school system...

I bet they would never happen though

A father from Jasper

As the mother of a child who received the ESTF funding, I am affected by the SC Supreme
Court's ruling. I am a single mother of two and about to graduate law school in December. This
funding allowed me to be able to choose the education that fit my family's needs the best, while I
continue my own education in an effort to better our lives.

I was thrilled that the funding was made available to get us through this last year of my academic
journey to a law degree, and thankful that I will not need the funding beyond this school year as I
will once again be gainfully employed. It was a relief to not have to use my student loans to
cover multiple tuitions.

Public school is wonderful, and I support it wholeheartedly. I grew up in public school.
Unfortunately, the hour and a half drive each way from our home and my school makes
public school not an option. We could not get into the aftercare programs as they are quite
limited in space, and I do not have family or extra care to help. I live where I can afford to
live. Enrollment in our chosen school allows me to drop my children off at a safe place
early enough to get to class and pick them up at a safe place after school.

The attached document is my written response to the Court's ruling. My opinion is just that, and
the judicial opinions were heard. I don't disagree with the judicial process, on the contrary, it is
the most interesting part of my education. How we choose to interpret words are the culmination
of our experiences, education, and choices.

I feel blessed that my financial struggles are temporary and for the greater good of what is to
come. My heart is broken for the thousands of children whose futures are not as fortunate
as my Kkids, even less so now. This decision took children who often feel instability in their
homelife and potentially compounded the trauma by ripping away their ability to continue
their education where their family felt most at home.
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Attachment:

Under Section 4 of Article XI of the South Carolina Constitution, the law is clear in stating that
direct aid to religious or other private educational institutions is prohibited and further that no
money shall be paid from public funds not shall the credit of the State or any of its political
subdivisions be used for the direct benefit of any religious or other private educational
institution.

SC has an ugly (not distant) past with redlining zones and keeping education inequitable and
unattainable. Revisions to our Constitution in the 70s aimed to limit that, and I fully support the
effort to support public schools and the right to quality public education for every child in our
state. The drafters of those revisions envisioned keeping wealthy families from utilizing state
funds and funneling that money into private schools, which further segregated the education
system and intentionally kept low income and minority kids in underfunded schools. I
wholeheartedly agree that public funds, which are accumulated through taxes, etc., are to benefit
the public.

I also wholeheartedly agree that the SC Supreme Court got this absolutely wrong.

These funds were put into a trust, for the benefit of the SC child, not for the benefit of any
private school, religious or not. This is evidenced by the choice of school that each recipient had
(of which there were pages to choose from and of all types), including the ability to travel to a
school outside of their zone. Those funds put the benefit directly to the child, through their
parents, to choose the education that best met the individual needs of that child.

The funds are supported by the SC taxpayers, of whom every recipient family is and was
required to show, through both legal residency and tax history to qualify. The SC ETSF gave SC
children the opportunity to do exactly what the Constitution drafters envisioned 40 years ago-the
ability to go outside of their district, or outside of the public school system, and to choose the
type of learning that would benefit them, without the socioeconomic limitation that most families
that are 200% federal poverty line otherwise faced and still face today.

Let’s be clear, these aren’t wealthy families with unlimited opportunities utilizing taxpayer funds
to get a free ride through private school. These are families who historically have no choice in
education, no ability to homeschool, likely have difficulty finding before and after school care
and/or transportation, therapy, tutoring, supplies, the list goes on. These are the kids that
benefitted from having an option for their education, because one size doesn’t fit all.
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These are the kids the drafters wanted to protect, and these are the kids the Supreme Court said
no to this week.

I am a mother of three children ages 6, 9, and 10. I thank you for the opportunity to express my
concerns and thoughts about the removal of the scholarship. First, I would like you to know a
little bit about myself. I am an early interventionist working with children with special needs
from birth to six years old. In this, I have seen enough to know how important the right
environment and teachings early on is for children. I was raised by my elderly grandmother who
struggled, but provided me with a wonderful and safe life. I had aunts and uncles who were able
to help contribute to my education growing up. That is something I do not have now. When I
found out about the scholarship opportunity that would allow me to choose the best school for
my children I was ecstatic! Not to say all public school is bad, I felt they were in a good place
where they attended East Elementary. But when my oldest had to move up, things got worse. She
went from being the kid that loved going to school and thriving to one that hated having to go
because of the atmosphere there. It seemed hard to discuss anything with the school and that
certain things were trying to be kept under the rug so to speak. Using the scholarship I was able
to send my children to a different school that felt more like a family. And since moving my
children from the local public school to the private (only two options around), I have seen the
severe difference between the two educations. They are all thriving and getting a quality
education and enjoy school once more. I understand the supreme court ruled using the
scholarship to pay for private school as unconstitutional. As a taxpayer and citizen of this great
state, using state funds to help a struggling mother provide the education she sees fit was a
gift and an eye opener. It was an opportunity that helped me realize that I only want what is
best for my children. I have watched all of my children grow in just the last two months. If I
become forced to make them move now, I believe it will be detrimental to their education
and mind-set right now. [ am a single mother just trying to do what is best for my children. I
see change and transition issues through my job, and the devastation and regression it causes in
children. I am kindly asking with the world today, to understand we are all struggling, but a
difference can made here. [ want to add that I did not believe the scholarship to be
unconstitutional. From what I read it disallowed state funds to be directly given to private
schools. I do not see how that is happening here. My children qualified for the scholarships to
use toward their best educational interest. I saw that for their best interest, the private
school in my area was the better route than the local school. That was a choice that I made
to use the funds for. The state did not tell me I had to use the scholarship to go there. Again the
scholarship was for the benefit of my children’s education, and now to take that away is like
saying the state does not care about providing the best education possible for them.
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Here are the specific issues [ would like to address:
Inconsistent Messaging on Public Funds for Private Schools:

The email informing us that public funds could not be used for private schools lacked clarity and
was poorly communicated. I understand there were challenges in rolling out this process, but
South Carolina has shifted to a year-round school calendar, with many schools starting in mid-
July. However, these funds were not made available until late August. How were parents
expected to gather the necessary supplies for their children to succeed during the critical first
weeks of school, which set the foundation for the entire year?

Transition Issues to Private School:

My boys were initially going to attend a private Baptist school in Aiken, First Baptist, which is
on your approved provider list. All necessary documentation was submitted. However, due to the
sudden halt in funding for private schools, my children had to remain in their zoned public
school. At this point in the academic year, transitioning them to another school would be
disruptive and impractical.

Misleading Scholarship Name:
The name "Trust Fund Scholarship” is misleading, as it does not appear to support private

schools at all. This is false advertising, and I would urge you to reconsider the program’s name
to reflect its true purpose and scope

My child has been qualified for this program and has received funds. I was a little concerned that
none of the private schools in our area would accept him because of his IEP and learning
disability. SC Public School did him a great disservice this past school year and we were looking
for a change. We were blessed to find an independent Christian School in nearby Augusta GA
that accepted him but they did not qualify to receive grant money.

One of the things that I don’t like about this program is that parents can’t be reimbursed for
services related to their child educational needs. We as a family pay over $400/month out of
pocket for speech therapy. This program should be able to assist with that, since we are SC
residents, his therapy services are provided at Piedmont Hospital and it is directly related to his
educational needs.
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If the program is designed to assist families that wish to better the education of there children by
choosing the best provider and/or schools that meets the needs of the child, the program should
allow facilities such as Piedmont to invoice for services or allow for reimbursement.

Really disappointed that we can't use the funds for our children to have a choice of school in the
county where we feel our beliefs and safety of our kids are a priority. I'm not aware of the reason
why this decision was made but I feel that specifically now in this economy the funds would help
my family and other families in the same situation to pay for tuition.

my 5 year old daughter was recently awarded the $6,000 ESTF scholarship. We chose a private
school near my place of employment that’s provides a wonderful learning environment for
the children, and have teachers and staff that genuinely care. Marley was just getting
acclimated to the school, learning new things and meeting new friends when the Supreme Court
decided to strip my daughter and 5 other families in this school of this opportunity . We are tax
payers as well and should be afforded the opportunity of school choice! My daughter is in
Kindergarten and our neighboring public school does not have aftercare and resources.
She is 5 and has no one home to greet her or get her off the bus. Now I'm forced with having to
find a Charter school close to my job who has space for a Kindergarten student. I cannot afford
for her to stay at the school of choice without the assistance of the scholarship. This is a very
detrimental decision that was made by the Supreme Court’s and definitely affecting my working
household! It’s just not right to abruptly stop children’s learning process mid school year and
leave families making difficult decisions.

This is not fair for the child. We understand that next year would be understandable but start of
the year.... Changing schools is devastating for him at 5 years old. I'm also a single parent.

Good afternoon to may it concern;

When I read the news that the South Carolina Congress had canceled the benefit of paying public
school tuition, it was like a bucket of cold water fell on me.

At first I felt like my whole world was falling apart, that night my head was just spinning
about how I would tell my children that the school they now loved, that they were already
making friends, might have to move.
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When I found out about this benefit I was so happy because I would have the opportunity for my
children to go to a school that was not so much better than the public one but one that did go
with our religious principles. I have 3 children, the oldest is a Senior at Bluffton High School
and I know it is one of the best for offering college level programs but balancing it with our
Catholic beliefs has been difficult for him. So when this opportunity came and knowing that they
would help us pay tuition for the next 3 years, I did not hesitate to apply, I think I was one of the
first to apply, I can say that the process was not easy but I finally did it . I never doubted that I
wanted a Catholic school for my children but the cost prevented me from doing so. Knowing that
I would have $6,000 plus the help that the school would offer gave me the security that I could
pay the rest so that in the end I could give my children an adequate first-class school with our
religious values.

Now having this insecurity of not knowing why after starting school they now change their
minds without keeping in mind how difficult it is for families and especially for minors who are
changing schools is not healthy for them. At least they should honor this year to at least have the
opportunity to talk to our children or give parents the opportunity to have more time to plan for
the next school year.

I truly hope to God that they can reconsider their decision, I know that Congress wants a future
generation to be the best and for that we need better young people and it will only happen with

first-class schools with values towards others.

Now I am a mother who doesn't know what to do, my salary is not enough and I will have
to change my children to a different school.

A mother from Bluffton

To the governor and lawmakers of South Carolina rejecting the grant funding for my daughter to
go to private school has been detrimental to my mental health. As a single mother who went to
college to make a better life for herself, I earned my degree and started my career field,
only to be deemed disabled soon after that. I live in a county where the public system
academia is a minute fraction of what it was when I went to school. The fundamentals like social
studies were not taught at my daughter's public school last year. Science was taught for six
months because there were not enough teachers to teach each core curriculum. And the ones
these schools do employ are often not native English speakers, and this creates many barriers in
learning for elementary education students. I chose private school education for my daughter

because it's a better quality education and the grant took the financial burden off of me as a
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single disabled mother. Taking the grant away after the school year has begun is a travesty
to my daughter. She's learning a lot more and she's adapting well to her new environment. Now
I'm forced to choose between keeping a roof over our head and food on the table or keeping
her in private school to cultivate her educational potential.

I am deeply disheartened by the recent court decision and its profound impact on our family and
many others. This ruling feels like a disservice not only to the families directly affected but also
to the students who are now facing significant disruption in their education.

The timing of this decision, at the end of the first quarter, is particularly concerning. The sudden
need for students to switch schools will undoubtedly create a heavy burden on public schools,
which may be ill-equipped to handle this influx of new students mid-year. This disruption could
lead to overcrowded classrooms and strained resources, negatively affecting the quality of
education for all students.

Additionally, private schools that previously provided essential options and support for many
families will now face financial strain. The loss of funding and students will have a ripple effect,
potentially leading to staff reductions and diminished educational resources.

I want to share my story to help illustrate the real-life consequences of this decision. It is crucial
that decision-makers understand not only the immediate impact on families but also the

broader implications for the education system as a whole.

Thank you for your attention to this critical issue and for your efforts to find a solution.

It was such a blessing to get the scholarship funding to allow my kids to be able to go to the
school of their choice. My kids were able to go to charter schools last year but were not enjoying
their new schools. They wanted to go to a Christian school but it wasn't even an option with
tuition so expensive. With the scholarship we were able to send them despite a significant
sacrifice for us. The scholarship didn't cover the entire cost of tuition and we still had to buy
clothes, books, and other expenses.

They have been enjoying their new school so much. If the ruling is not changed, I will have no

choice but to remove my kids from school and probably have them home schooled. They will be
so disappointed. I still can't believe this happened, especially after one month of school. I am
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praying that everything is being done to help my kids finish out their years at the school of their
choice.

A father in Greenville

I am sending this email in response to the recent decision of the ESTF scholarship no longer
applying to tuition.

My son attends Calvary Christian Academy in Williamston, SC. He started kindergarten this
year and has been going to school there since 3K. Public school wasn’t really something we
wanted to do for many reasons, but paying for private school isn’t something that is in the budget
for us, and I’'m sure a lot of other families in this economy. So we were so thankful when we
found out about this scholarship. Our son (and daughter who is in 2K) can attend a school that
our family absolutely adores. A school that feels like family. All the teachers know who he is
and loves him. He has 9 kids in his class and that is unheard of in public schools. But the main
reason we love it and prefer it over public schools is because they are able to teach the kids about
God. They attend chapel once a week and have daily Bible lessons. God is very important in our
family and to be able to continue that in school and can rest easy knowing that the teachers share
the same values. If he were to go to public school that would not be the case.

It’s very unfortunate that this decision has been made and I truly hope that the appeal goes
through. I understand things happen, but I definitely think that the least you can do is let the
scholarship continue through this school year so the kids (especially kindergartners) don’t have
to be transferred in the middle of the school year. Many families I’'m sure have the same opinion
as my family.

I know that God has his hand in this situation and I pray for the best outcome. Thank you for
your time reading this email.

A mother in Williamston

It is my fundamental belief that the main focus of the school should be to teach our children in a
way that it benefits them and their way of learning course material. In today's society our
children are not safe nor are they happy. While the school system tries to focus on academics, it
fails to take into consideration the mental health aspect of it all. I believe the question we should
be asking is why so many parents are opting for this grant and why so many are choosing to
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remove their children from the public school systems. We just want what's best for our children
and their education and it starts with a safer environment. This grant has changed my son's life
for the better and I hope he will continue to have the opportunity to thrive because of it.

My name is _ and I am a single mother of 7 kids. Right now, I have five children:
three in elementary school, one in middle school, and one in high school. Yes, I do have two
autistic children. I removed them from the public school because the institution is unable to
meet their IEP requirements. I'm in a terrible place right now without this money. Meaning
that in addition to finding another school that could meet my children's needs, I might also have
to pay the school $450 for each student in order to terminate them early. I just cannot afford to
pay that. My childre's education is very important to me; therefore, it was difficult to lcoate a
school that could accomodate all of their demands. However, at The Rose of Sharon, I was able
to do that.

A mother in St. Matthews

Parent of KRR

Attends the Mullins-Marion Christain School

I want to give a little introduction to myself and my daughter. I am a single mother, I work, I
attend school myself, and I am independent. Now my daughter is eleven and I saw earlier this
year that South Carolina was offering a scholarship fund for parents like me to send their child/
children to a school of their choice. I was like yes, finally my prayers had been answered. Alyssa
was struggling at the public school here in my town of Marion, South Carolina, she was not
getting the education she deserves from the interruptions of other children's teachers being out
and sub teachers coming in and out. The classrooms being overcrowded too so the teachers can’t
teach every child. Also, the no child left behind act that has let my child fall way behind for to be
learning at a 2nd grade level instead of a 6th grade level where she needs to be. Now I am not
saying this is just one person's fault, it is our school system. When I go on the site and filled out
the application for my child to receive the funds to go to any school and she was approved I did
not care about the exact amount of funds and what the extra choices were like extra help or
supplies I was just grateful that I was going to get help with tuition. Then for them to just come
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behind all of us parents' backs and the schools for they had to put in an application too was
a breach of contract. For them to snatch it away without notice of any kind was
downgrading. Like we meant nothing to them, our children mean nothing to them. Oh, but
hey you can still get the money, but you can’t use it for the number reason us parents need it for
our children's future our children's education, that for once in six years my daughter is getting
good grades. She is excited to go to school instead of dreading going to school.

I say all that to answer the questions you have sent us; I would make a video, but I get really
emotional when I talk about my child and her future, I just want the best for her and to
have an actual chance of making something for herself.

First question: How does the decision by the South Carolina Supreme Court impact your family?
It impacts my family terrible because without that fund I will have to either find a second job, or
Morgage my house to afford to send her, or put her back into Marion public school where she
will have no chance of a future.

Second question: Why is it important for your child to participate in this ESA program?

To me it is very important because it helps me put her in a school that has the ability to actal
teach her in a controlled way and quite learning where she can grasp all she can that they have to
offer to her.

Third question: Tell us about your child? She is a very outgoing person but struggles badly in
school. The school system two years ago even put her in the epi system to help pull her grade
level up.

Fourth question: What were your expectations for your child as they were starting a new school
year and taking advantage of the ESA program?

That she was going to grow and learn as she Deseves, she was going to be going to a school that
could take the time and teach her what she needs for her future and put her on the level she needs
to be to succeed. I was so filled with joy when we got approved so I could have the chance to
advance her where my mother could not advance me, and I was let down by our public system.

Fifth question: What do you do now? Where does this leave your family? Well right now all I
can do is fight for them to give us back what we were approved for and if not then I am lost for I
will have to put her back into public school or home school.

Sixth question: What is your message to lawmakers/governor?
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My message is why would you give us parents and schools this scholarship to wave Infront of us
then say oh never mind you can't have this to pay your child's tuition, but hey you can by a tablet
or laptop or some supplies but not send them to a great school. You brought this to us, and it was
like a prayer answered, for you to make it a nightmare that just turned all of us into despair and
heartache. We were actually grateful to have the help that most of us much need. I know it is not
their problem that we are struggling and wanting the best for our children and their future so
hopefully they do not have to struggle when it is their chance to take the reins. We as parents just
want a fighting chance and you gave that to us for all of a month then to take it away without us
having a say is a breach of trust and contract and all in all just a sly and unhuman way to just
push us back down where you think we should stay and to heck with trying to help us give our
children a better look on life and furture.

I am currently a recipient of the ESTF in South Carolina. I am a single Mother of an amazing
six-year-old boy named - He is the absolute joy of my life in every way possible. I believe
it is my job as a mother to give him the best opportunities available during his youth, so he has
the tools to be a productive member of society later in life. This covers many facets of our lives
from religion, manners, respect, equality and of course education. Unfortunately, being on a
single-family income, I often must find unique ways and do my research to financially afford the
tools I need. Unfortunately, I do not qualify for federal or state assistance. After a referral from a
friend, I absolutely fell in love with Holy Trinity Classical Christian School in Beaufort SC. We
applied and registered for the pre-k program and were blessed to be accepted and given a
scholarship to cover some of the tuition from the school. Once |l started with the pre-k
program, he blossomed in so many ways. His love of education, learning and lessons on God
grew each week. With the small class size averaging 10 students to one teacher and teacher
assistant, I knew although it might be hard financially it was something I had to do. He no longer
wanted to learn-he craved it. Even with the school scholarship I had to work with the tuition
department to make the monthly payments.

Knowing the tuition cost increased significantly for kindergarten and grade school continuing
-’s education at HTCCS would not be possible. I had reluctantly started scoping out public
schools when one of his teachers told me about the ESTF fund. Immediately I started doing my
research and the second they started accepting applications I applied (literally online at midnight
waiting for the application process to refresh on the website). I was over the moon excited when
we were awarded the $6k.

Holy Trinity is more than just a school, it’s family. Receiving pictures throughout the school

year from his teacher, having his pre-k teachers on site for the first day of kindergarten to make
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the students feel more comfortable, being able to reach out when something is wrong even if its
not directly about school are just a few of the small things Holy Trinity provides for us. Last year
- had a few rough days of not wanting to go to school, I reached out to his teachers, they
arrived the next school day early to meet with me and we came up with a plan together to help
- get through it. When - was in prek3 we decided that he would benefit from speech
therapy. -’s teacher took it upon herself to check in with his therapist every week and let
her know where she saw improvements and where she thought we might need to work harder.
That’s more than being a teacher, that’s being family. I would not get this from any other
education providers in my area — public or private. Knowing that when I drop my son off every
morning that he will be taken care of in so many ways makes my heart smile. They say it takes a
village and Holy Trinity is a huge part of my village.

Did you know that almost every graduating senior in years past has been awarded college
scholarships at HTCCS. Do you know how big that is for a single mom. My $25.00 each
paycheck savings account is not going to go very far by the time - is ready for college.
Without the ESTF scholarship I would not be able to afford tuition for- Sending
him to another school would not only halt his education but it would progressively reduce what
he has learned, not to mention the mental anguish it would cause. On behalf of myself, all the
other single Mom and Dads, all the middle-class families looking for a hand up and not a
handout and all the parents who want to be able to provide the best education for their
children I beg of you to re-consider your ruling. Our children deserve the best education.

A mother in Beaufort

A letter to Jazlyn

I have sat down several times to write this out, but I keep returning to a place where my thoughts
are so jumbled I can not get my words out on paper. My sweet Jazlyn. I am heart broken, and
left without words. You see, it took us months to convince you that school would be something
magical..a safe place, where you could learn. A place that you would feel comfortable. I know
that you were scared...and don’t handle change well. You have just started your educational
journey, Kindergarten. You have done so well with this new journey, but I’m afraid that we
have to rip you away from the very start of your schooling foundation. The classroom you’re
now comfortable in, the new friends you’ve made...and your teacher- you’ll have to say
goodbye because the grant you received is being ripped away without warning. I feel like as a
parent, I have failed you.
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So you see, sweet Jazlyn, mommy has failed you, because you have to say goodbye to the only
classroom you’ve known, the teacher that build your trust and the school you feel safe
in....because I laid trust in our governing state of South Carolina, that I pay taxes in, to continue
to fulfill the promise of your awarded grant.

Appeal for the Abrupt Revocation of Education Grant

I am writing to express my profound disappointment and heartbreak over the recent decision to
revoke the education grant that was awarded to my daughter, Jazlyn, for her kindergarten year at
Calvary Christian Bible School. This decision has left our family in a state of financial
uncertainty and emotional distress, and I respectfully ask you to reconsider the immediate
impact this is having on families like ours.

Jazlyn just began her educational journey. She has always been a child who struggles with
change and thrives in smaller, familiar settings. After months of encouraging her, we were
finally able to convince her that school would be a magical and

'humhy =1
safe place where she could feel comfortable to learn and grow. . [‘B.'
With that, we enrolled her at Calvary Christian Bible School, a =% )

place where our family feels aligned both spiritually and
academically.

The joy we felt when we received the grant award for Jazlyn was
indescribable. After years of struggling to pay for private
education for our eldest daughter, we saw this grant as a divine
blessing, especially given the financial strain we’ve endured due
to health issues and the economy. We had made significant
sacrifices to keep our daughter in the school, and the grant
seemed like the answer to our prayers.

Now, with the revocation of the grant, we face the daunting
prospect of uprooting Jazlyn from the only classroom and
teacher she knows, just weeks into her kindergarten experience. |
can only imagine the confusion and fear this will cause her as we
navigate this unforeseen change. Public school is not a viable
option for Jazlyn due to her unique needs, and had we known the
grant would be revoked, we would have pursued a homeschool
co-op to provide her with the individualized attention she
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requires. However, we were not given the time or opportunity to prepare for this sudden
change.

The recent court ruling, which struck down the Education Savings Trust Fund program, has left
us and many other families in an incredibly difficult position. We understand the legal
complexities surrounding the decision, but it feels deeply unjust that families who were already
awarded funding are now left in limbo. We pay taxes that support a public education system we
do not use, and we receive no assistance through other public benefits, such as free meals or
summer EBT cards. We’ve always managed on our own, but this sudden loss of support has
left us without options.

I urge you to consider the immediate impact this decision has on families like mine. We
trusted in the promise of this grant and planned our children’s education around it. It
seems unreasonable to pull already awarded funds in the middle of the school year,
especially without giving families the time to make alternative arrangements.

Please reconsider the timeline for the grant's revocation or offer some form of transitional
assistance for families who, like ours, had already counted on this support for their children's
education.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Sarah -

A mom from Myrtle Beach
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I have the distinct honor of serving as principal of Divine Redeemer Catholic School in
Hanahan. Divine Redeemer is unlike many of the Catholic schools in the Charleston
area. We are a mission school, embracing many underserved students from Berkeley
and Charleston county. My families are hard working people who want only the best
education, both academically and spiritually, for their children. They make huge
sacrifices to afford tuition, despite the fact I distribute an average of $80,000 a year,
nearly 10% of my budget, in financial assistance.

I have been praying for the ESTF program to come to fruition as I have had many
difficult conversations with parents who want nothing more than to have their children
here at DRS, yet simply can’t afford the tuition. Their children are often overlooked in
the public school, evidenced by the large number of students who come to me in
3rd,4th, 5th...even 7th grade, struggling academically, only for us to discover they have a
learning diszbility that has gene undiagnosed for years. My school’s smaller setting,
dedicated and professional teachers, and caring staff make all the difference in the lives
of these children!

Just a year ago, when we learned we would be able to begin the ESTF application
process with families in our communrity, we were overjoyed. We worked tirelessly
ensuring we had everything needed to invite more families to join our school. There
were enclless hours spent on creating forms in both Spanish and English, speaking at
church Masses, meeting with potential families and, most importantly, guiding each
family through the challenging application process. Qur Family Outreach Coordinator
worked tirelessly to help families understand the information being requested, gather all
the data, and complete the application process. Once the acceptances began coming in,
we worked to put all the necessary resources in place. Iam so proud to say we
welcomed 30 new students in August of this year.

Please indulge me for just a minute as I share a bit about some of our new students., We
were thrilled to retain 90% of our 4K First Steps students and we have the strongest
kindergarter. class I've seen here at DRS. My typical retention rate from 4K to
kindergarter averages 50%. The work accomplished through the 4K program and my
highly effective lead teacher set up our youngest students for incredible success. My
kindergarteriers, 70% of whom are ESTF recipients, are now set for success!
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One of cur ESTF students joined us in fifth grade this year. The student is performing
significantly below grade level, struggles to read at a second grade level, and is the
sweetest, most positive student I've met. This student’s mother shared her joy when a
paper came home where the student had written his full name...something she had not
seen her child do before. Anc he is in fifth grade! Just four months into the school year,
this stuclent is slowly, but surely, closing the academic gap. This student is more
confident in attempting new skills, even mastering long division! Finally receiving the
intensive academic support needed, this student will continue to thrive.

I had another conversation with an clder ESTF recipient who wanted to go back to his
other school. When we talked about it, he said he wanted to go back because he was
smart at his other school. As we talked about his struggles here, it was clear he was
strugglirng with the higher expectation and with grade level work. After our Fall MAP
testing, we learned he is reading almost two years below grade level. He is closing the
gap through hard work and additional support. However, imagine if he remained at his
public school and the academic gap grew larger and larger. Research shows 3rd/4th/s5th
grade are critical years for developing the important “read to learn” skills imperative for
future success. He IS a smart kiddo, and we will assure he reaches his potential,
working at or above grade level.

Imagine the heartache I felt when I heard about the Supreme Court’s decision on
September 11. I have 30 students, nearly 20% of my school population, now facing an
uncertain future. Iwas absolutely devastated. My first thought, after emailing Michael
Acquilano, was no student would be leaving our school. These students need us, they
deserve to be here, and I knew we would find a solution. Education is the key to success.
Literacy rates have a direct correlation to poverty level, and our mission is to break this
cycle! I've had numerous conversations with parents who share their own lack of
education or inability to read. They understand how their children have not been served
in the public school and truly want more for their children. The ESTF scholarship
affords these families the opportunity to help their children succeed.

The ESTF program is critical to the families you serve. The program you have developed
1s meant for the most vulnerable children, for the most underserved children, for the
families we serve here in the Hanahan and North Charleston area. The ESTF program
very successtully identified families in need and awarded scholarships to students most
in need.






12/06/2024

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing to you with a request on behalf of my family. My name is Maria
Valenzuela; I have 4 children who benefited from the ESTF program. For my husband
and I, it was always a matter of consideration to have our children in a private school,
specifically of the Catholic denomination, since it is the religion we practice. In public
schools, there are many limitations regarding faith. In addition, we have always felt our
children need more academic direction, as 2 require school accommodations and small
groups benefit them.

[ consider the public school system in South Carolina to be very good, but
simultaneously, it has many limitations due to the large number of students in the schools.
During the past school year, many situations occurred in my children's schools, leading
me to look for another educational alternative. We witnessed bullying, fights, and even
suicide, situations that, from my perspective, were not seriously addressed, and as a
parent, that worried me.

When I heard about the ESTF program, I saw it as an excellent opportunity for my
family to take my children to develop in a healthier environment and receive a better
academic education. Due to the financial barrier, this opportunity had never been in our
possibilities before.

My four children benefited from the scholarship, and from the first week of
classes, I noticed the change in them. After 5 months, I can say with certainty that the
education they are receiving now at Divine Redeemer School and Bishop England High
School (in the case of my oldest daughter), is the best. Not only because I see their
progress in the academic areas, but I see the personalized attention they receive, teachers
genuinely concerned about their development and very attentive to their needs. In a few
words I could not be more pleased with the change I see in my children compared to their
previous school.

[ cannot imagine having to take this great opportunity away from them because we
do not have the economic resources to cover their tuition. It feels very unfair that after



giving us this great opportunity, from one day to the next. it is taken away from our
hands. We are left with the uncertainty of not knowing what to do to keep our children in
the school that we consider the best option for them, but with the concern of how we will
cover their tuition.

In this letter, I beg your consideration for so many families, like mine, who made
changes to provide a better education for our children (long distance transportation, cost
of supplies and uniforms, etc.).... Families that are not satisfied with the convenience
offered by the public system (free education, transportation, and other services). We
know those are huge benefits, but also represent for us many limitations and concerns,
such as those mentioned above.,

Each family deserves the opportunity to decide the best educational option for
their children, considering each child has different abilities and needs, The ESTF
scholarship offered us this opportunity, and from the bottom of my heart, I pray
that you can be the voice of our ESTF families and advocate for our children's right
to receive the best education. I pray to God that this scholarship will continue to be
a possibility for our childrer, and I pray that those who have the power to make this
possible will see the great opportunity that is being taken away from these children
and fight for them.

Thank you very much for your attention to my words, and I remain confident that
you will fight for my children to continue receiving the education they deserve.,

Sincerely,
Maria Valenzuela






My name is Miriam Garcia, T am the mother of a 16 years old boy and a
5 years old girl. My daughter is currently in kindergarten at Divine
Redeetner Catholic School. She loves her school and everyone there is
like her second family.

However, this school year has been one of uncertainty since the ESTF
program stopped allowing the use of funds to cover tuition expenses in
private schools. We didn't think it was good to take her out after being
seftled in her group, but at the same time the current economy and
inflation make it impossible for us to get extra money to keep the
children in private schools.

I would like to speak to you from my Christian Faith in which we have as
our first commandment "Love God and your neighbor as yourself", T
think that not only in Christianity we should practice it, but also
before the law. I ask you to LOVE these little ones, to LOVE their
innocence, and their dreams... because they are our future doctors,
teachers, lawyers and why not? Members of the Senate, the Congress,
the Court! And they will know and remember the noble people who made
it possible for them to study and be happy in "The School They Loved".

Thank you for your consideration and attention to our petition.
Miriam Garcia












To Whom it May Concern,

Our chitdren are || I

currently in 4" grade and-is inkindergarten. This s their third school
year at Divine Redeemer. -s mild mannered while-can be
disobedient at times. But, since being at Divine Redeemer the boys have both
improved greatly.

We are hard working parents and spend a lot of time at work. We send our
children to this school so they can get guidance and a good foundation in their
lives. Also, we know that at Divine Redeemer they will get a better education
than at a public school. Divine Redeemer is teaching our children the
differerice between right and wrong, having good manners, being kind to one
another, and how to be a future leader.

The school told us about the ESTF scholarship, and we were very excited
about it because tuition can be expensive. The school helped us with the
application process, and we were so happy when we found out that we were
accepted to receive this scholarship. It lessened the burden of having to pay
for two tuitions.

We were very disappointed to hear that the Supreme Court ended this
program. We now have to think about keeping our children at this school that
they love because we will have to pay for two full tuitions. But the boys
already have this great foundation and if we send them to public school it will
be all for nothing.

We are asking to please reconsider and bring this scholarship back to the
people who want their children to get a good education.

//’// Y,

Dahn Nguyen T Phuoag Tram




Hello, my name is Margarita Lopez, | am the mother of one of the students at
Divine Redeemer School. In which my daughter was fortunate to be able to attend
thanks to the ESTF program.,

When we found out about this scholarship we applied with the hope that she
would qualify and have the privilege of attending this school. When we found out
that she had qualified we were very happy because we could have never been
able to send her to a schoo! like this otherwise. And we understand! The costs to
maintain a school are huge! So we felt very fortunate to see her developing and
exploiting all the potential that she has in this school.

She is a very smart child and full of questions! Her ambition to keep learning
many new things is growing and | know she is very lucky to be here as other
children are thanks to the ESTF program. Please, if you really advocate for
children, you want them to grow, to explore the world and to open their minds and
above all their hearts to learn and grow, don't take away the opportunity for them
to do so in a private school. Give them and us the opportunity to move forward,
help us to fulfill the dream that many parents have of being able to choose where
we want our children to develop their character and discipline. Education and
learning is very important, but so is guiding our children to faith. Divine Redeemer
helps us in this process.

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he js old, he will not depart from
it" - Proverbs 22:6.

Margarita Gutierrez






Patti Winch
Hardeeville, SC





















Our Lady of Peace School

137 Way of Peace - North Augusta, SC 29841
803-279-8396 Ext. 100 - Fax 815-301-6770
www.olpschoolus

December 2, 2024
To Whom It May Concern,

[ 'am writing this letter in support of the Education Scholarship Trust Fund program as a parent of
children who initially attended public schools upon our return to the North Augusta, SC/Central
Savannah River Area (CSRA) and eventual parochial school alumni along with being a principal
of Our Lady of Peace Catholic School.

Upon returning home to the CSRA following my enlistment in the United States military, my
wife and [ had to make a difficult decision; where will our three daughters attend school? At the
time they were rather young, 6, 4, and 2 years old. My wife and I sent our oldest daughter to the
local public school we were zoned for, and within two weeks we were requesting a meeting with
her teacher to discuss the classroom learning and teaching environment and the information
being shared openly by her classmates. My daughter, while attending Department of Defense
Education Activity (DoDEA) schools for her first two years of education, had truly developed a
love for learning in a school environment. After a month of attending the local public school, she
was very hesitant about going to school and at times was adamant about not attending. To not
say too much, the classroom environment, while looking like a classroom should, lacked the
discipline, structure, and consistency to ensure any kind of learning would take place. We
confirmed our suspicions through communicating with other classroom and school parents and
learning of their families” experiences in this school and district. While our daughter attended
this Blue Ribbon School, we discovered that the classrooms were noisy, crowded, full of
constant distractions, and unresponsive to calls concerning my daughter being targeted (picked
on) by some of her male classmates during the less supervised times (PE, recess, etc.). My
daughter was unable to be successful in such an environment and her love for learning quickly
diminished to the point of disliking school.

We realized very quickly that the public schools that we were zoned for did not fit the desired
environment that my wife and I wished our daughters to experience. After separating from the
military and returning home with the intention of both my wife and I continuing our education in
order to provide more opportunities and open more lucrative doors for us professionally, we
understood that we would have to make a tremendous amount of sacrifices to send our children
to a non-public school that would identify with our ideals and wants as parents along with the
needs of our daughters.

My wife went back to school full-time to become a nurse. [ attended night school to obtain my
Master in Teaching so I could, hopefully. offset some of our children’s non-public school costs
by working at the school they atiend along with guiding them through their K-8 experience. Due
to the generosity of our extended family. my family and T were able to live in a vacant family
home and only pay a pittance a month in rent, My family and I lived off the income from my two
Jobs and the money from my GI Bill. We were barely able to scrape by paying non-public school
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tuition only because of the assistance that our extended family provided. My family and I are
very fortunate to have such a loving and supporting extended family that were in a space to be
able to provide us with assistance during our time of transition. We count our blessings daily for
this gift and the opportunity that we had to send our children to a non-public, parochial school
aligned to our family values and beliefs. The school which we chose also provided an
atmosphere much more conducive to my three daughters’ desired learning environment, a
curriculum aligned to our family values, and a bit more sheltered social setting which limited
their exposure to some less than wholesome topics while still in elementary school.

Without our extended family providing us with that leg up and opportunity to allocate our
limited funds to something we truly desired for our children, we would never have been able to
have chosen where we wanted our children to attend school and what kind of education they
would have received. Not all parents are as fortunate. There are more people than not in a
position wanting to send their children to a school outside of the realm of public school but
simply cannot afford the costs, regardless of the sacrifices they make. However this argument is
presented by those opposing this school choice endeavor, are doing so at the expense of those
families who are trapped under the weight of life and the ever-increasing costs of living in this
society. These parents will never be able to get out from under the burden of sending their
children to schools they know are not thriving in but have no other recourse due to their limited
financial situation.

The communities where housing is expensive have public schools that thrive and provide
resources and settings that are conducive to learning. The communities where housing costs are
lack luster have public schools that are struggling mightily and as a result are avoided by the
families that have the financial resources to do so along with the highly qualified and
experienced teachers within the district who have seniority. This system only perpetuates the
cycle of public schools in less affluent neighborhoods struggling and those in more affluent
neighborhoods thriving. Our public-school funding model is broken and as a result places those
who cannot afford to live in affluent neighborhoods at an inherent disadvantage. This program
provides a bridge between the “have’s™ and the “have nots” in an attempt to garner the
opportunity of success through education. As a multitude of easily accessible academic studies
have provided evidence for, those who take advantage of the opportunity of quality education
traditionally are linked to higher incomes, better employment opportunities, improved health
outcomes, increased social mobility, and obtain the tools and skills to navigate life challenges
more effectively than those who lack the same educational opportunities.

Our Lady of Peace Catholic School is a Title I school. We cater to those who wish for a
religious. specifically Catholic, curriculum, small class sizes, family-like school setting, and an
infusion of faith-based approaches to all aspects of student and child development and
engagement. We, as a school, do this at the expense of salaries, resources, and other amenities
that are luxuries at other schools. Our tuition is extremely affordable as we prioritize our
ministerial service over our financial gain. Our school community understands this and makes
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the decision to send their children here in order to have a faith-based education and infusion of
Christ into their child’s life outside of their time together as a family.

Upon discovering that the ESTF program was being implemented we wanted to make sure that
anyone who could benefit from the program knew about it and could make the informed decision
to send their children to a school of their choice (not only Our Lady of Peace) with the financial
restoration of tax dollars through the scholarship program. Twenty-six applicants who qualified
for the program chose to send their children to Our Lady of Peace with the assistance they
received. This resulted in the inclusion of an additional $156,000 of tuition income in the 2024 —
2025 school budget. These families would not have considered anything other than public school
without this program being available. These families could not afford to send their children to a
non-public school without a substantial amount of financial assistance, more than we were
capable of providing prior to the cancellation of the program.

When the families and school were informed of the immediate discontinuation of the ESTF
program, we assured our families that their children would not be removed from the school. Our
Lady of Peace Catholic School views our mission as a ministry of Christ and will continue to
honor the promises made with or without the assistance from the state. Although, without the
assistance from the state as initially provided to the families in need, the school has been
required to make drastic budgetary cuts to the point of cutting all additional expenses not
involving already hired personnel. Two positions have remained vacant due to the cuts. All
conferences normally attended by faculty and staff along with third party professional
development has been cancelled this year. We have limited our digital subscriptions to
textbooks, reading tools, etc. to teacher access only. We have had to delay, and possibly cancel,
our textbook/program leasing schedule until we can get a true picture of the outcome of this
program. The above are just a few of the adaptations we have been forced to make in order to
meet our mission of providing ali students with the education they have chosen to pursue.

This program is a blessing for al! citizens in this great state, for “a rising tide lifts all boats.” |
would hope that all South Carolinians wish the best for their state brethren and fellow
Americans. I cannot see the negative aspect of this program and why a loving, compassionate,
intelligent person would want to deny so many people of an opportunity of choosing their own
child’s academic path and possibly affecting their future, along with their families’ future
generations, in an overwhelmingly positive manner.

[ hope that this program can be discussed openly without the stigma of being politicized, for if

the legislature of this state is truly in the business of doing what is best for South Carolinians I
fail to recognize how this cannot be reinstated immediately.

Respectfuily,















Now we are facing the news that the ESTF program cannot be used to pay the
tuition, such news have caused us sadness, anger, disappointment, and anguish.
We dont want to take them out of this school only for economic reasons! If | could
get into the minds of these people and into their hearts | would ask them for a
reason! A reason to understand why this is more important than the needs of all
these affected kids. In a world where all the choices are so respected, why not
respect the choices of us, parents who also want the best for their kids.

I hope God will touch and speak to your hearts and help us with this situation that
has several families worried. | hope God bless you and always take care of you.
Thank you for taking the time to read these words and | hope with all my heart that
the best decision will be made for everyone.

SINCERELY
LOMELI DELGADILLO FAMILY
















































Written Remarks for the SC Senate Education Subcommittee Meeting (12/10/2024)
Submitted by: Candace Carroll

Director of Public Affairs with Americans for Prosperity South Carolina

Honorable Chairman Hembree and Members of the Subcommittee,
Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony.

My name is Candace Carroll, and | am the Director of Public Affairs with Americans for Prosperity
South Carolina (AFP-SC). Our organization is dedicated to advancing policies that promote
freedom, opportunity, and prosperity for all South Carolinians, Central to our vision is making South
Carolina the freest state in the South, and we firmly believe that expanding educational freedom is
one of the most powerful ways to achieve this.

As a mother of a child with autism, | have personally navigated the public school system and
experienced the limitations it places on children with special needs. While there have been positive
moments, too often | have found that my child’s needs aren’t being met due to a lack of resources,
flexibility, or specialized support. It is this personal experience that fuels my advocacy for universal
school choice. No family should be confined to a system that doesn’t meet their child’s unique
needs, and no child should be left behing because of their background, location, or learning
differences.

The School Choice Movement: 4 National Imperative

Across the country, the school choice mevement is gaining momentum. More than 30 states have
already passed some form of school choice programs, allowing parents the freedom to select the
best educational options for their children—whether through private, charter, or homeschool
options. However, South Carolina is falling behind, offering fewer opportunities for families to
select the right fit for their child’s education.

We cannot afford to remain passive while other states lead the way. As more states create
pathways for parents to choose the best educational opportunity for their children, South Carolina
must act to ensure that every student has access to the education they deserve.

Why South Carolina Needs Univarsal School Choice

1. Fostering Freedom for Families: As a mother, | want the freedom to choose the best
educational path for my child. Parents know their children best and should have the power
to select the school that understands and addresses their specific needs. Universal school
choice provides that power, allowing every parent to choose the best educational
environment for their child—whether it's a private school with specialized programs, a
charter school, or homeschooling.



2. Equity for All Students: School choice is not just about convenience or access for affluent
farnilies—it is a matter of equity. Families in underserved areas or rural communities often
find themselves trapped in underperforming public schools that lack the resources to meet
the needs of their children. By giving families access to K-12 Education Scholarships, we
can ensure that every child—regardless of their zip code, income, or learning ability—has
access to a quality education that best serves their needs.

3. Meeting the Needs of Students with Disabilities: For children with special needs, such as
autism, the public school system often fails to provide the individualized support necessary
for success. Schools are stretched thin, and many lack the specialized programs or staff to
support students with learning differences. Universal school choice offers parents the
ability to direct their child’s education dollars toward schools or services that can better
support their child’s needs, whether through private schools with autism-focused curricula,
specizlized charter schools, ar therapy programs.

4. Innovation and Competition: School choice fosters competition, which leads to
innovation and improvements in the education system. By allowing families the freedom to
choose, schools are incentivized to improve their offerings to meet the needs of students.
This results in better outcomes for all students—whether in public, private, or charter
schools.

A Call to Action: Universal Schcal Choice Now

As other states move forward with expanding school choice, South Carolina must act quickly or risk
falling further behind. Our studernits deserve the same opportunities as children in other states, and
we must act quickly to ensure that no child is left behind while other states innovate and improve
their educational systems.

To make South Carolina the freest state in the South, we must ensure that every family has the
ability to choose the best educational path for their children. Universal school choice, including
expanding K-12 Education Scholarships, is an essential step toward making that vision a reality. It
will give families more options, improve tha quality of education across the state, and create a
system wnere every child—regardless of ability or background—can thrive.

We look forward to working with this Subcommittee and the entire General Assembly to expand
school choice and provide all South Carolina families with the freedom to choose the best
education for their children.

Thank you for your time and consideration.






December 6, 2024

Dear Senators,

I'm a horneschool association director under Option 3 (SC 59-65-47). | understand that current
homeschoolers were not allowed to apply for access to the ESTF program. It isn't for
homeschoolers, but it does affect us.

| support the effort to provide certain funding for facilitating a child’s education. However, | do
not see a clear path for the ESTF participants to be successful. | am concerned about their
academic requirements and the restrictions that prohibit them from enrolling in an existing
accountability option.

Compulsory Attendance: In order to leave the public school system, the student is supposed
to show where they've transferred/enrolled. It's not clear how the ESTF participants are able to
demonstrate this. If they are transferring to a private school program, do they have to he
enrolled full time? Homeschooling in SC is a clear exception to compulsory attendance—but,
ESTF participants are prohibited from those programs.

Class Wallet only manages the funding disbursements. Participants do not have a ‘home-base,
home-office”, not even a basic membership certificate.

Academic Record-Keeping Requirements: The academic oversight is also not equitable to
current home education laws. It doesn’'t make sense to offer the ESA participants funding to DIY
their child’s education and not require the same academic record-keeping requirements as other
DIY educational participants who aren't getting any funding.

| understand there is supposed to be anrual standardized testing that is required for the ESA
participants. And that makes sense to have that requirement as part of the funding provision.
But it should not replace the other academic measures that exist for others who are conducting
education at home.

e Home Education includes the basic subjects: Reading/Writing, Math, Science and Social
Studies (in 7th grade Reading/Writing is Literature/Compaosition). The subjects outlined
in 8556 do not include writing or composition--only grammar. This is not an equitable
subject requirement.

e Home Education includes Record-Keeping: Lesson Plans or Journal of daily learning
activities, Portfolio of samples from student work, and a semi-annual progress report.

By outlining this layer of academic record-keeping, it provides an equitable requirement for all
parent directed home education plans.



Academic Accountability/Oversight: Class Wallet oversees the financial disbursements. But,
who is the academic oversight for the DIY participants? Independent educational consultants
are not allowed to register as vendors with Class Wallet. Only tutors who work directly with
students and curriculum providers.

Imagine you had never cooked before and ran into the grocery store wanting to know what to
cook for dinner? It would be very difficult to figure it out on your own. Now also imagine you
have a wallet of coupons for certain products that you want to spend first. Would you be able to
come up with a complete, balanced menu?

This is how many ESTF parents are trying to figure out how to DIY their child’s educational plan.
Without any idea how to plan their course of study and also having to stick to the providers in
the program.

Itis a mistake to prohibit accountability associations from registering as vendors, the same way
that private schools are allowed to decide whether or not to take ESTE participants. If you will
not allow the association to decide, then there has to be a way for independent educational
consultants to register as vendors. This vital service is needed for DIY participants to be
successful.

This ESTF program is taking the most vulnerable citizens, and prohibiting them from accessing
the resources and programs that are alrzady available to assist them with academic
verifications. They are in a limbo-land outside the school system.

Parent made transcripts are subject to additional scrutiny and verification processes.
Low income and special needs families are often eligible for programs and services that

require a school official to verify. Government agencies will need to be able to verify their
ongoing compliance.

Some outspoken homeschoolers and associations who do not want this program. We are
generally reluctant and resistant to change. But, if the program continues forth, there should be
equitable options for the participants. It is a much bigger problem if there are nomads wandering
outside of the school system-without the similar oversight and accountability as current
homeschoolers.

| suggest that the associations be allowed to apply as providers so that the ESTF expenses can
be used for these necessary services. And also allow for ESTF participants to pay out of pocket
to register with an association. That way, associations who resist the option of accepting
government funds do not have to do so.



Our groups will have to figure out how to cooperate with the ESTF participants who are going to
DIY their child’s education.

Respectfully,

Kim Andrysczyk

SC TOP Homeschool Association, director
The SC Homeschooling Connection, owner

PS. Please also consider the Equal Access law that states a “one year prior” clause for
homeschool participants. What happens with ESTF students who don'’t have anyone to verify
enrollment. Will they be allowed to play sports at all? Why should anyone who is academically
eligible to play-but happens to transfer to a home-education model-then be required to sit out
for a year? This is unnecessarily punitive. This clause was temporarily waived during covid, but
it should be parmanently changed.

































December 17, 2024
To the Honorable Members of the Senate Education Committee,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on S. 62, scheduled for your review on January 8, 2025.

As the largest organization for professional educators in South Carolina, the Palmetto State Teachers
Association is committed to the advancement of equal and excellent educational opportunities for all South
Carolina students. To achieve this goal, PSTA supports the right of families to select the best educational
setting for their child, and under the state constitution, PSTA believes any educational setting receiving state
funds must be affordable and accessible to all students as well as accountable to the taxpayers of the state.

Given the findings of the state Supreme Court in the Adams and Eidson cases, PSTA has significant doubts
about the constitutionality of some elements of the program outlined in S. 62. However, since determinations of
constitutionality are made by the judicial branch of government, PSTA recognizes the important work of the
legislative branch in constructing the best possible policies, regardless of potential judicial review of final
legislation. In this light, PSTA offers the following feedback in order to enhance affordability, accessibility, and
accountability within the proposed K-12 education lottery scholarship program:

AFFORDABILITY: As evidenced by the income eligibility criteria in §59-8-110 (2)(b)(iiii), the K-12 education
lottery scholarship is grounded in a desire to extend additional educational opportunities to families that
currently lack the necessary financial means. S. 62 could more fully deliver on that goal through the following
revisions:

e Amend §59-8-140(3) to read- “An education service provider must certify annually to the department
that it meets all program requirements. The education service provider reapplying shall certify to the
department that it continues to meet all program requirements and that it has not raised the cost of
attendance for a K-12 scholarshin student enrolled during the previous school vear by an amount
greater than any increase in the ratio of the Consumer Price Index as calculated annually by the
Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office under §15-32-220(F) and §15-32-530(D).

o Rationale- The implementation of ESA programs in other states has been associated with an
increase of the average cost of private school tuition. For example, a study of ESA programs in
lowa and Nebraska found that “partial eligibility” programs (such as what is proposed in S. 62)
resulted in a 10-16% increase in private school tuition rates. Such tuition increases can result in
a lower income family being “priced out” from one year to the next of the very educational
sefting that the ESA was designed to make affordable. Inclusion of an index-based limit on ESA
student tuition increases can ensure these students are able to remain in their educational
setting of choice across school years.

e Reinstate existing §59-8-110 (4)(b)

o Rationale- The removal cf this section from the existing statute, coupled with the rolling
admission program proposed in S. 62, makes the K-12 education lottery scholarship less
accessible than the existing Education Scholarship Trust Fund (ESTF) program for low income
families that currently lack the means to afford the cost of alternative educational settings. The
experience of ESA programs in other states demonstrates that the removal of a prior public




ACCESSIBILITY: In some areas, S. 62 takes important steps to make South Carolina’s ESA program more
accessible to students than the existing ESTF program. Most notably, the bill adds “fees for interdistrict public
school transfers” and “contracted services from....a public charter school” to the list of “qualifying expenses” in
§59-8-110 (12). PSTA strongly supports these additions as these options are accessible to every South
Carolina student given the requirement for traditional and charter public schools to admit any student,
regardless of their background or personal characteristics. However, PSTA believes the following actions
would also enhance accessibility in S. 62:

e Reverse the order of §59-8-115 (D)(4)(f) and (g), and amend the start of the renumbered (D)(4)(g)

to read- “that ‘rekides-doeurmentation-of they have completed and documented the consultation

process between the parent, the resident school district,.....

@]

Reinstate §59-8-150(A)(3) to read- “re

1]

Rationale- These subsections of the bill are critically important to maintain accessible

educational options for students qualifying for services under IDEA. The recommended edits to
these subsections are simply intended to enhance clarity in informing families of their rights and
informing education service providers of their obligations.

efigi admit students on the same basis as charter schools under §59-40-40(2)(b). This item shall not
be interpreted to preclude any independent or religious educational provider from exercising an
exemption allowed under federa! law; and”

@]

Rationale- PSTA strenuously objects to the proposed removal of the language in the existing
ESTF statute that prohibits an education service provider from “unlawfully discriminating on the
basis of race, color, or national origin,” as such an action inherently diminishes the accessibility
of educational choice for students and families. PSTA proposes that instead of striking this
language completely, the Senate should replace the existing language with a requirement for
participating ESPs to admit students on the same basis as what is required of charter schools
under state law. Since S. 62 envisions a system of choice that encompasses private and public
options, students and families would benefit from having the same accessibility criteria for all
educational settings participating in the K-12 lottery scholarship program.

Strike proposed alterations to §59-8-165

o

Rationale- PSTA strongly supports the expansion of interdistrict choice envisioned in the
proposed changes to §59-8-165. However, PSTA believes such an expansion is better achieved
through statute than through the adoption of a “model policy” by the department. Recent
experience with State Board “model policies” for unencumbered time for teachers and student
cell phone access have resulted in inconsistent implementation of statewide policy across
districts. Instead of amending §59-8-165, PSTA believes the Senate should revisit the work
done by the Senate Education Committee on interdistrict and intradistrict choice policies during
the 2022 session as the best pathway toward expanding open enrollment opportunities.

ACCOUNTABILITY: S. 62 makes some significant improvements over the existing ESTF program in the area
of accountability. The addition of “non-profit” in §59-8-110(12)(a) as well as the removal of §59-8-110(12)()
increases the accountability of the K-12 lottery scholarship program to the people’s elected representatives in
the legislature. PSTA offers the following recommendations to further enhance accountability in S. 62:

e Amend §59-8-150(C)(1)(b) to read- “in lieu of the assessments required by subitem (a), ensure that
each scholarship recipient in grades three through eight takes a nationally norm-referenced summative
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o Rationale- §59-8-140(A)(5) currently requires the department to include a “website address for
each education service provider” found on the department’s “list of approved education service
providers.” However, as of December 2024, 25 different ESPs have “do not have a website”
listed in the “website” column of the department’s list. The lack of a website both inhibits the
ability of a family to learn about available educational services and limits program transparency
to the general public.

PSTA is happy to answer any questions a member of the Education Committee may have regarding this
feedback.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide feedback and for your service to South Carolina.

Sincerely,

£ il in. e
/ )D;”}B fhffﬁx, (P % ;

Kathy Maness Patrick

Executive Director Director'ef Gove ntal Affairs
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Legislature Proposes Solution to ESTF Issue

Last month, a state Senate education subcommittee held a hearing on school choice. This was due
in large part to the South Carolina Supreme Court ruling on the constitutionality of the Education
Scholarship Trust Fund program. Just a few weeks into the school year, the court ruled that ESTF
funds could no longer be used to pay for tuition in nonpublic schools.

The South Carolina Legislature immediately began to work to restore school choice and to extend it
to more students and families. At the Dec. 10 hearing, many scholarship recipients, their parents
and affected school principals were present to show support and demand solutions. Holding a
hearing before the start of a new legislative session is a rarity and indicates that members of the
House and Senate intend to honor their promise to reinstate school choice.

PROPOSED SOLUTION

Sen. Greg Hembree, chair of the Senate Education Committee, was joined by Sens. Rex Rice and
Larry Grooms in pre-filing Senate Bill 62 this month, which would change the name of the ESTF
program to the K-12 Education Lottery Scholarshipprogram.

PLEASE NOTE: This bill has not been passed into law. The current ESTF program still remains. The
Legislature must pass, and the governor must sign, this bill to replace the current program.

If passed into law, the education lottery scholarship would:

Address the constitutionality concerns of the S.C. Supreme Court by changing the method of
funding the program. The funding would come from the South Carolina Education Lottery Account.
Therefore, no public funds could be considered to violate Art. XI, Section 4 of the S.C. Constitution,
which states: “No money shall be paid from public funds nor shall the credit of the State or any of
its political subdivisions be used for the direct benefit of any religious or other private educational
institution.”

Allow for the funds to cover nonpublic school tuition (see above).

Make almost all South Carolina families eligible. In the current program, eligible applicants must
come from families with a household income below 300% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). In the
new program, the requirement would rise to 600% of the FPL. Most families in our state fall within
this FPL, meaning almost all K-12 students would be eligible.

Have a rolling application window. Rather than having just two months each year to apply,
students could submit applications on a rolling basis and would be notified within 30 days.
Remove all other eligibility requirements. A student would no longer be required to have
attended a public school the previous year. Students would need to reside in the state and have a
household income below the FPL for that academic year.

NEXT STEPS

A Senate education subcommittee is slated to discuss the new bill on Jan. 8 at 10:00 a.m. at
the State House in Gressette Room 105.

The subcommittee will not hear testimony, but advocates are invited to join the Catholic
Conference at the hearing to show support for the bill.



As Catholics, we have long celebrated the importance of education in shaping the minds of the
young. God gave us the gift of reason, and he desires us to form our minds to know, love and serve
him. Children who receive a well-rounded education that forms body and soul can go into the world
as good citizens, and they are set on the path to being citizens of heaven. Pope Benedict XVI said
that a good school “provides a rounded education for the whole person. And a good Catholic
school, over and above this, should help all its students to become saints.”

Everyone deserves a quality education, no matter their socioeconomic level, location, race or any
other factor. The Catholic Conference is committed to ensuring that current ESTF students stay in
their schools of choice, and that all students in South Carolina will one day have academic
freedom.

SEND A MESSAGE OF SUPPORT TO THE SUBCOMMITTEE HERE

REPLY TO: advocacy@charlestondiocese.org

Sent by St. Joseph Catholic Church
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