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Secretary of State’s Office Organizational Chart 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 
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Secretary of State’s Office Budget Summary 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 

 
 
Secretary of State’s Office Mission Statement  
 
The mission of the Secretary of State’s Office is to provide innovative technology to enhance the transaction of 
business in the state, to serve the business community and members of the public with prompt and efficient 
customer service, to protect the charitable donors of South Carolina, and to fulfill all other statutory duties of the 
office. 
 
Budget Request Summary  
 

I. Other Funds Authorization Increase - $165,000 
 The office is seeking an increase in spending authority to self-fund several information technology 

initiatives rather than requesting a large capital request. The requested amount is required to accomplish 
the statutorily mandated duties and mission of the Secretary of State’s Office, including the enforcement 
of the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act, SC Code §3-56-10, et seq. 

 An increase of $165,000 operating will be spread throughout the programs in the agency.  
 This would include application support for the information technology throughout the office.  
 In addition, necessary information technology projects which would increase the number of permanent 

records maintained in a digital format would be initiated.  
 Furthermore, continued enhancements to the charities web application is necessary to provide 

increased functionality for public users and staff. 
II. Other Funds Retirement, Health, and Pay Allocation - $49,650 

 The requested funding would support all divisions of the agency which are staffed by employees whose 
compensation is supported by other funds. Therefore, all goals and strategies the office seeks to meet 
would be impacted by the fulfillment of this funding request. 

 The Secretary of State’s Office has 14 FTEs supported by other funds. This funding request would support 
the 2.5% Pay Plan Allocation. With increasing rates, the Secretary of State’s Office needs an increase in 
its other funds authorization in retirement, health, and dental to cover the employer portion. 

III. New FTE – Charities Division – Administrative Assistant - $45,000 
 The Secretary of State’s Office has the responsibility of enforcing the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act.  
 In FY 2020-21, 15,985 charitable organizations registered or filed annual applications for exemption. This 

is a 13% increase over the previous year, along with a 25% increase in annual financial reports and 
extensions.  

 As a result of continued collection of fine revenue for violations of the Solicitation of Charitable Funds, 
the office remitted over $200,000 in fine revenue to the General Fund. 

 An Administrative Assistant FTE is needed for the Division of Public Charities in order to meet the 
challenges of this increase in volume, in fulfilling statutory requirements, and providing customer service 
to assist individuals and charitable organizations filing with the agency. 
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Secretary of State’s Office Budget Requests 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 
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Secretary of State’s Office Accountability Report 

Fiscal Year 2020-2021 
 
 

• In FY 2020-21, the Secretary of State returned $13,356,429.11 to the State General Fund, while 
receiving state appropriations of only $1,246,839. 

• The Secretary of State’s Office is integral in the transaction of business in the state and duties of the 
office are mandated by statute.  

• Failing to accomplish our goals and objectives would have a detrimental impact on business and the 
economy in South Carolina, since articles forming, amending, and dissolving businesses are filed in the 
Secretary of State’s Office.  

• The customers we serve include individual members of the public, business entities, nonprofits, 
charitable organizations, lending institutions, the legal community, accountants, state agencies, and 
members of the legislative and executive branches of government. 

 
Accountability Report Highlights 

• In FY 2020-21, IT staff finished the second phase of the Charities Division Enhancement project, which 
upgraded the internal side of the application.  

• As the COVID-19 pandemic continued into FY 2020-21, the Secretary of State’s Office saw an increase 
in the usage of online applications. For example, online adoption for business filings rose from 81.4% at 
the end of FY 2019-20 to 90% in FY 2020-21. 

• In FY 2020-21, the Secretary of State’s Office opened 32 counterfeit investigations, and participated in 
in investigations which led to 2 arrests, 15 cease-and-desist orders, and the seizure of $2,068,920 in 
counterfeit merchandise. As a result of the efforts from the Secretary of State’s Office working with the 
US Department of Homeland Security, the Investigations Division was able to assist with the 
interception of $455,265 in counterfeit goods before they were circulated in South Carolina. 

• The Secretary of State’s Office is responsible for Uniform Commercial Code Article 9 secured 
transaction filings and the agency saw a significant increase in the number of these business fillings 
during FY 2020-21. The number of Uniform Commercial Code filings increased by 12% percent from the 
previous year, from 117,819 filed in FY 2019-20 to 132,271 filed in FY 2020-21.  

• The number of corporate filings increased by 58% percent, from 98,077 filed in FY 2019-20, to 155,449 
filed in FY 2020-21. The total number of business filings for FY 2020-21 was 287,720, up 33% from the 
215,896 filed in FY 2019-20.  

• In FY 2020-21, 15,987 charitable organizations registered or filed annual applications for registration 
exemption with the Secretary of State’s Division of Public Charities. Of these registration filings, 71% 
were filed using the Secretary of State’s Online Charities System.  

• The Charities Division also filed 4,178 professional fundraiser registrations, fundraising contracts, and 
joint financial reports. The Charities Division assisted 18,470 customers via telephone.  

• The Secretary of State’s Office collected $402,995 in fine revenue for violations of the Solicitation of 
Charitable Fund Act in FY 2020-21. This was a 5% increase over the previous fiscal year. 

• In FY 2020-21, the Secretary of State commissioned 18,776 notaries public. As of June 30, 2021, there 
are 147,179 commissioned notaries public in South Carolina who play an important role in the 
prevention of fraud.  

 



6 | P a g e  

Secretary of State’s Office Official Budget Request 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 
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Secretary of State’s Office Carryforward 
Fiscal Year 2020-2021  
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Secretary of State’s Office FTEs 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 

 
 
 

Authorized FTEs - 33 
 

Filled FTEs - 33 
 

Vacant FTEs - 0 
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   Secretary of State’s Office 
      Fiscal Year 2022-2023 

Requested Amount $165,000 
Breakdown of Proposed Possible Expenditures 

Item 1 IT Security Project focusing on 
infrastructure upgrades including 

switches/routers, and methods for back-
up power/redundancy 

$50,000 

Item 2 Implementation of requirements of the 
SC Electronic Notary Public Act 

(S.631) and subsequent regulations  

$50,000 

Item 3 Continued Charities, Professional 
Fundraisers & Raffles Application 

Upgrade Project in order to complete 
project to provide needed updates to in-
house application for registration, filing 

of financial reports and accessing 
information on charitable organizations 

to match newly updated public 
interface application 

$50,000 

Item 4 Digital Records Retention Project for 
permanent state records not yet 

digitized such as railroad, landlord 
tenant, and cooperative filings 

$ 70,000 

Total for all projects 
*Funding of $165,000 would allow for

partial completion of the projects.

$235,000 

An increase in other funds authorization in the amount of $165,000 would allow the Secretary of State’s Office to provide 
many of the requested items that need funding during FY2022-23. 
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