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Room 105, Gressette Building 
 

 

GENERAL BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

1) H. 3741 -- Rep. W. Newton:  A BILL TO ADOPT REVISED CODE VOLUME 13A 

OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS, TO THE EXTENT OF ITS 

CONTENTS, AS THE ONLY GENERAL PERMANENT STATUTORY LAW OF 

THE STATE AS OF JANUARY 1, 2023. 

 

STATEWIDE APPOINTMENT 

 

State Election Commission 

 Mr. Howard M. Knapp 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A) S. 330 -- Senators Rankin, Alexander and Verdin:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 

SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 16-11-740, 

RELATING TO MALICIOUS INJURY TO TELEGRAPH, TELEPHONE, OR 

ELECTRIC UTILITY SYSTEM, SO AS TO ADD TIERED PENALTIES FOR 

DAMAGE TO A UTILITY SYSTEM. 

 

B) S. 259 -- Senators Rankin, Young, Hutto, and Sabb:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 

SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 15-50-20, 

RELATING TO DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO ADD SEVERAL DEFINITIONS TO THE 

CHAPTER; BY ADDING SECTION 15-50-25 SO AS TO PROVIDE A LIST OF 

ACTS IN WHICH A STRUCTURED SETTLEMENT PURCHASE COMPANY 

CANNOT ENGAGE; BY AMENDING SECTION 15-50-30, RELATING TO 

DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS, SO AS TO ADD TO THE LIST OF ITEMS WHICH 

MUST BE DISCLOSED TO THE PAYEE BY THE STRUCTURED SETTLEMENT 

PURCHASE COMPANY; BY AMENDING SECTION 15-50-40, RELATING TO 

APPROVAL BY FINAL COURT ORDER, SO AS TO ADD FACTORS WHICH THE 

COURT MUST CONSIDER IN DETERMINING IF THE TRANSFER OF THE 

STRUCTURED SETTLEMENT PAYMENT RIGHTS IS IN THE BEST INTEREST 

OF THE PAYEE; BY AMENDING SECTION 15-50-50, RELATING TO RIGHTS 

AND OBLIGATIONS OF A STRUCTURED SETTLEMENT OBLIGOR, ANNUITY 

ISSUER AND TRANSFEREE, SO AS TO PROVIDE WHEN CERTAIN PARTIES 

WILL BE DISCHARGED FROM LIABILITY; BY AMENDING SECTION 15-50-60, 

RELATING TO THE NOTICE OF AN APPROVAL HEARING, SO AS TO PROVIDE 
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THAT A HEARING MUST BE HELD IN A COURT OF COMPETENT 

JURISDICTION IN A COUNTY IN WHICH THE PAYEE RESIDES, WITH 

CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS, AND TO FURTHER REQUIRE THAT THE PAYEE 

MUST ATTEND THE HEARING IN PERSON UNLESS GOOD CAUSE EXISTS TO 

EXCUSE THE IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE; BY AMENDING SECTION 15-50-70, 

RELATING TO THE SCOPE OF THE TRANSFER AGREEMENT, SO AS TO 

MAKE CHANGES THAT CONFORM TO THE REST OF THE CHAPTER; BY 

ADDING SECTION 15-50-80 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE COURT APPOINT 

AN ATTORNEY TO ADVISE THE COURT IN CERTAIN CASES; BY ADDING 

SECTION 15-50-90 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A STRUCTURED SETTLEMENT 

PURCHASE COMPANY WHO WANTS TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE MUST 

REGISTER WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE; BY ADDING SECTION 15-50-

100 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT REGISTRATION IS VALID FOR ONE YEAR AND 

A RENEWED APPLICATION MUST BE FILED EVERY YEAR THEREAFTER; BY 

ADDING SECTION 15-50-110 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A STRUCTURED 

SETTLEMENT PURCHASE COMPANY MUST POST A BOND WITH THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE OR PAY A CASH BOND IN THE AMOUNT OF FIFTY 

THOUSAND DOLLARS; BY ADDING SECTION 15-50-120 SO AS TO PROVIDE 

THAT A STRUCTURED SETTLEMENT PURCHASE COMPANY MUST FILE A 

NOTICE OF JUDGMENT WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND PROVIDE A 

COPY OF THE JUDGMENT SECURED AGAINST THE COMPANY; BY ADDING 

SECTION 15-50-130 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT LIABILITY IS NOT AFFECTED 

BY A BREACH OF CONTRACT, BREACH OF WARRANTY, OR ANY OTHER 

ACT OR OMISSION OF THE BONDED STRUCTURED SETTLEMENT 

PURCHASE COMPANY; BY ADDING SECTION 15-50-140 SO AS TO PROVIDE 

THAT THE SECRETARY OF STATE MUST RECEIVE WRITTEN NOTICE OF 

THE CANCELLATION OR MODIFICATION OF A SURETY BOND WITHIN 

TWENTY DAYS PRIOR TO THE CANCELLATION OR MODIFICATION; BY 

ADDING SECTION 15-50-150 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT AN ASSIGNEE IS NOT 

REQUIRED TO REGISTER AS A STRUCTURED SETTLEMENT PURCHASE 

COMPANY TO ACQUIRE STRUCTURED SETTLEMENT PAYMENT RIGHTS; BY 

ADDING SECTION 15-50-160 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE SECRETARY OF 

STATE MAY ASSESS AN ADMINISTRATIVE FINE IF A PERSON WHO IS 

REQUIRED TO REGISTER DOES NOT DO SO WITHIN FIFTEEN DAYS AFTER 

RECEIPT OF NOTICE TO REGISTER; AND BY ADDING SECTION 15-50-170 SO 

AS TO PROVIDE THAT A TRANSFER ORDER DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A 

QUALIFIED ORDER PURSUANT TO FEDERAL LAW IF THE TRANSFEREE IS 

NOT REGISTERED AS A STRUCTURED SETTLEMENT PURCHASE COMPANY 

PURSUANT TO THIS ACT AT THE TIME THE ORDER IS SIGNED. 

 

C) S. 341 -- Senators Shealy, Jackson and Hutto:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 

CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 62-5-101(11), RELATING 

TO DEFINITIONS AND USE OF TERMS, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR 

GUARDIANSHIP PROCEEDINGS FOR A MINOR WITHIN ONE HUNDRED AND 

EIGHTY DAYS OF TURNING EIGHTEEN; BY AMENDING SECTION 62-5-201, 

RELATING TO JURISDICTION, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR ADDITIONAL 
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LIMITED JURISDICTION OF THE COURT OVER MINORS; AND BY AMENDING 

SECTION 62-5-303, RELATING TO PROCEDURE FOR COURT APPOINTMENT 

OF A GUARDIAN;  SUMMONS AND PETITION, SO AS TO EXTEND THE TIME 

A GUARDIANSHIP PROCEEDING CAN BY INITIATED TO ONE HUNDRED 

AND EIGHTY DAYS BEFORE A MINOR REACHES THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN. 

 

D) S. 448 -- Senator Hutto:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF 

LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 56-1-1100, RELATING TO HABITUAL 

OFFENDER PENALTIES, SO AS TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION FOR DRIVING A 

MOPED FOR A PERSON DECLARED A HABITUAL OFFENDER, AND TO 

REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR 

VEHICLES PROVIDE SPECIFIC NOTICE TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR 

THE APPROPRIATE SOLICITOR OF ANY VIOLATIONS OF THIS SECTION. 

 

E) S. 145 -- Senators Shealy, Goldfinch, Hutto and Jackson:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 

SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 16-15-90, 

RELATING TO PROSTITUTION; LEWDNESS, ASSIGNATION AND 

PROSTITUTION GENERALLY, SO AS TO INCREASE THE PENALTIES FOR 

SOLICITATION OF PROSTITUTION, ESTABLISHING OR KEEPING A BROTHEL 

OR HOUSE OF PROSTITUTION, OR CAUSING OR INDUCING ANOTHER TO 

PARTICIPATE IN PROSTITUTION, TO ESTABLISH THE AFFIRMATIVE 

DEFENSE OF BEING A VICTIM OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING, AND TO 

INCREASE THE PENALTIES FOR SOLICITING, CAUSING, OR INDUCING 

ANOTHER FOR OR INTO PROSTITUTION IF THE PROSTITUTE HAS A 

MENTAL DISABILITY; AND BY REPEALING SECTION 16-15-100, RELATING 

TO PROSTITUTION; FURTHER UNLAWFUL ACTS. 

 

F) S. 142 -- Senators Shealy, Gustafson, Goldfinch, Hutto and Jackson:  A BILL TO 

AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 

16-3-2010(7), RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF "SEX TRAFFICKING", SO AS 

TO EXPAND THE DEFINITION TO INCLUDE SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF A 

MINOR AND PROMOTING OR PARTICIPATING IN PROSTITUTION OF A 

MINOR; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 16-3-2020(F) AND (G), RELATING TO 

TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS; PENALTIES; MINOR VICTIMS; DEFENSES, TO 

PROVIDE THAT A SEX TRAFFICKING VICTIM MAY RAISE DURESS AND 

COERCION AS AN AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE TO NON VIOLENT OFFENSES 

COMMITTED AS A DIRECT RESULT OR INCIDENT TO THE TRAFFICKING, TO 

PROVIDE THAT A MINOR SEX TRAFFICKING VICTIM MAY NOT BE 

CONVICTED FOR NON VIOLENT OFFENSES COMMITTED AS A DIRECT 

RESULT OR INCIDENT TO THE TRAFFICKING, AND TO PROVIDE THAT A 

MINOR SEX TRAFFICKING VICTIM CANNOT BE FOUND IN VIOLATION OF 

OR BE THE SUBJECT OF A DELINQUENCY PETITION IF THE MINOR'S 

CONDUCT WAS A DIRECT RESULT OF OR INCIDENTAL TO OR RELATED TO 

TRAFFICKING; AND SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE PROVISIONS IN THIS 

ACT ARE RETROACTIVE. 
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G) S. 147 -- Senators Shealy, Gustafson, Senn and Goldfinch:  A BILL TO AMEND 

THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 16-25-130 SO 

AS TO ESTABLISH THE ADDRESS CONFIDENTIALITY PROGRAM WHEREBY 

A VICTIM OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE, HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING, STALKING, HARASSMENT, OR SEXUAL OFFENSES MAY USE 

A DESIGNATED ADDRESS RATHER THAN HIS RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS TO 

CONCEAL HIS PLACE OF RESIDENCE FROM HIS ASSAILANTS OR PROBABLE 

ASSAILANTS, TO PROVIDE THAT THE PROGRAM SHALL BE ADMINISTERED 

BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, TO PROVIDE FOR THE PROCESS THROUGH 

WHICH A PERSON MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM, AND TO DEFINE 

NECESSARY TERMS; BY ADDING SECTION 16-3-1656 SO AS TO REQUIRE 

NONPROFIT VICTIM ASSISTANCE ORGANIZATIONS THAT SERVE VICTIMS 

OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE, HUMAN TRAFFICKING, 

STALKING, HARASSMENT, OR SEXUAL OFFENSES TO PROTECT THE 

CONFIDENTIALITY AND PRIVACY OF CLIENTS, WITH EXCEPTIONS; AND 

BY ADDING SECTION 19-11-110 SO AS TO PROHIBIT EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, 

OR VOLUNTEERS OF SUCH ORGANIZATIONS FROM TESTIFYING IN 

ACTIONS OR PROCEEDINGS ABOUT COMMUNICATIONS MADE BY A 

CLIENT OR RECORDS KEPT DURING THE COURSE OF PROVIDING SERVICES 

TO THE CLIENT, WITH EXCEPTIONS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

H) S. 367 -- Senators Adams, M. Johnson, Kimbrell, Garrett, Rice, Harpootlian, Cash, 

Senn and Cromer:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF 

LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 17-15-20, RELATING TO CONDITIONS OF 

APPEARANCE, RECOGNIZANCE, OR APPEARANCE BOND; DISCHARGE, 

VALIDITY, AND RELIEF OF SURETY, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT AN 

APPEARANCE BOND SHALL AUTOMATICALLY CONVERT TO A PERSONAL 

RECOGNIZANCE BOND AFTER THREE YEARS FOR A CIRCUIT COURT 

OFFENSE AND AFTER EIGHTEEN MONTHS FOR A MAGISTRATE'S OR 

MUNICIPAL COURT OFFENSE; BY AMENDING SECTION 17-15-30, RELATING 

TO MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED IN DETERMINING CONDITIONS OF 

RELEASE, TO PROVIDE THAT THE COURT MUST CONSIDER A 

DEFENDANT'S PRIOR CHARGES AND EXISTING BONDS WHEN 

DETERMINING BOND; BY AMENDING SECTION 38-53-10 TO ESTABLISH A 

DEFINITION FOR ELECTRONIC MONITORING; BY AMENDING SECTION 38-

53-50, RELATING TO SURETY RELIEVED ON BOND, TO PROVIDE THAT 

FAILURE TO PAY PREMIUM FEES ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT REASON TO 

WARRANT IMMEDIATE INCARCERATION OF THE DEFENDANT; BY 

AMENDING SECTION 38-53-70, RELATING TO ISSUANCE OF BENCH 

WARRANT, TO PROVIDE THAT THE COURT MUST NOTIFY THE BONDSMAN 

WITHIN THIRTY DAYS OF THE ISSUANCE OF A BENCH WARRANT; BY 

ADDING SECTION 38-53-83 TO PROVIDE THAT ONLY A QUALIFIED AND 

LICENSED BONDSMAN OR RUNNER MAY ENGAGE IN ELECTRONIC 

MONITORING OF A DEFENDANT; BY ADDING SECTION 38-53-84 TO 

PROVIDE THAT A PERSON ENGAGED IN THE ELECTRONIC MONITORING OF 

A DEFENDANT MUST NOTIFY THE SOLICITOR WITHIN FORTY-EIGHT 
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HOURS OF ANY VIOLATION OF A CONDITION OF THE BOND BY THE 

DEFENDANT AND TO PROVIDE THAT FAILURE TO PAY THE MONITORING 

FEES IS A REVOKABLE CONDITION OF THE BOND; BY AMENDING SECTION 

38-53-170, RELATING TO UNLAWFUL ACTS BY A BONDSMAN, TO PROVIDE 

CONDITIONS FOR THE PAYMENT AND COLLECTION OF PREMIUMS, FEES, 

AND COLLATERAL; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 38-53-310, RELATING TO 

WRITTEN REPORT TO BE FILED WITH CLERK OF COURT, TO PROVIDE THAT 

A BONDSMAN MUST PROVIDE A WRITTEN REPORT TO THEIR INSURANCE 

PROVIDER WITHIN THIRTY DAYS OF EACH BOND, AND TO PROVIDE THAT 

THE REQUIREMENT FOR MONTHLY REPORTS TO THE CLERK OF COURT 

MAY BE SATISFIED WITH GIVING THE CLERK ACCESS TO AN ELECTRONIC 

DATABASE THAT CONTAINS THE REQUIRED INFORMATION. 

 

I) S. 405 -- Senator Campsen:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE 

OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 7-19-70, RELATING TO CERTIFICATES OF 

ASCERTAINMENT OF APPOINTMENT OF ELECTORS, SO AS TO REQUIRE 

THE GOVERNOR TO TRANSMIT TO THE ARCHIVIST OF THE UNITED STATES 

A CERTIFICATE OF ASCERTAINMENT OF APPOINTMENT OF ELECTORS AT 

LEAST SIX DAYS BEFORE THE MEETING OF THE ELECTORS; BY AMENDING 

SECTION 7-19-90, RELATING TO THE MEETING OF ELECTORS, SO AS TO 

REVISE THE TIME FIXED FOR THE MEETING; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 

7-19-100, RELATING TO THE DISPOSITION OF CERTIFICATES OF 

ASCERTAINMENT OF APPOINTMENT OF ELECTORS, SO AS TO REVISE THE 

MANNER OF DISPOSITION. 

 

J) S. 406 -- Senator Campsen:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE 

OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 7-15-420(D) AND (E), RELATING TO THE 

TABULATION OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT BALLOTS 

CAST DURING THE EARLY VOTING PERIOD MAY BEGIN TO BE TABULATED 

AT THE SAME TIME AS ABSENTEE BALLOTS. 

 

K) S. 92 -- Senator Campsen:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE 

OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 7-17-110 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

EXTENSION OF AN ELECTION PROTEST FILING DEADLINE WHICH FALLS 

ON A LEGAL HOLIDAY 

 

L) S. 143 -- Senators Shealy and Goldfinch:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 

CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 20-4-20, RELATING TO 

DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO DEFINE A HOUSEHOLD MEMBER AND TO DEFINE A 

DATING RELATIONSHIP; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 20-4-40, RELATING 

TO PETITION FOR ORDER OF PROTECTION, SO AS TO DESIGNATE PEOPLE 

WHO CAN APPLY FOR AN ORDER OF PROTECTION ON BEHALF OF A 

MINOR. 

 


