
Medical Affairs Committee 
  

 

 
 
Daniel B. Verdin, III 
      Chairman 
 
 

  
                                     Gene Hogan 
                                 Research Director 
 
                                       Terra Kelly 
                              Administrative Assistant 

 
 

THE SENATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
SUITE 412, GRESSETTE OFFICE BUILDING 

P.O. BOX 142 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29202-0142 

(803) 212-6250 

 

 

 
Meeting Notice 

 
To: Medical Affairs Subcommittee Members 
 
     Sen. Corbin, Chair    
   Sen. Cash     Sen. Garrett 
   Sen. Sabb     Sen. Tedder 
  
From:     Senator Danny Verdin, Committee Chair 
 
Date:       February 21, 2024 
 
Subject:  Medical Affairs Subcommittee  
 

A Subcommittee of the Medical Affairs Committee will meet on Wednesday, February 28 at 
10:00 in Room 308, Gressette Building.  

 
Agenda 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ _______ 
 

1. S. 868 – Senator Hembree:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION CALLING UPON THE UNITED STATES 
CONGRESS AND PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO WITHDRAW FROM THE WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANIZATION. 

 
2. S. 965 – Senators Massey and Corbin:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS 

BY ADDING CHAPTER 83 TO TITLE 44 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE STATE OR ANY POLITICAL 
SUBDIVISION MAY NOT ENACT A COVID 19 VACCINATION MANDATE; TO PROVIDE FOR 
CERTAIN UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS; TO PROVIDE THAT NOTHING IN THIS ACT SHALL 
PREVENT AN EMPLOYER FROM ENCOURAGING OR ADMINISTERING VACCINES; TO PROVIDE 
RESTRICTIONS FOR A PRIVATE EMPLOYER'S VACCINE MANDATE; TO PROVIDE THAT 
CERTAIN VACCINE EXEMPTIONS MUST BE HONORED; AND TO PROVIDE THAT NO PERSON 
MAY BE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST BASED ON VACCINATION STATUS. 

 

(continued on next page) 
 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess125_2023-2024/prever/868_20231130.htm
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess125_2023-2024/prever/965_20240117.htm


3. S. 975 – Senators Martin and Corbin:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
ADDING SECTION 16-17-780 SO AS TO PROHIBIT BUSINESSES, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS, 
COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, AND EMPLOYERS FROM MANDATING THAT EMPLOYEES, 
CONTRACTORS, STUDENTS, PATRONS, CUSTOMERS, CLIENTS, OR GUESTS MUST RECEIVE A 
NOVEL VACCINE OR GENE THERAPY; BY ADDING SECTION 41-1-55 SO AS TO PROHIBIT 
EMPLOYERS FROM TAKING ANY ADVERSE PRE-EMPLOYMENT OR EMPLOYMENT ACTION 
AGAINST AN INDIVIDUAL WHO DECLINES TO RECEIVE A VACCINE OR GENE THERAPY; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 40-43-86, RELATING TO FACILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR PHARMACIES, SO 
AS TO PROVIDE THAT A PHARMACIST MAY REFUSE TO FILL A PRESCRIPTION DUE TO 
RELIGIOUS, MORAL, OR ETHICAL REASONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 44-1-100, RELATING TO 
ASSISTANCE FROM PEACE AND HEALTH OFFICERS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DIRECTOR 
MAY NOT REQUEST ASSISTANCE IN ENFORCING ORDERS PURSUANT TO THIS CHAPTER; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 44-4-130, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS FOR EMERGENCY HEALTH 
POWERS, SO AS TO PROVIDE DEFINITIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 44-4-330, RELATING TO 
THE PURCHASE AND DISTRIBUTION OF PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS OR MEDICAL SUPPLIES, 
SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT DHEC MAY PURCHASE AND DISTRIBUTE APPROVED 
PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS OR MEDICAL SUPPLIES; BY AMENDING SECTION 44-4-500, 
RELATING TO CONTROL AND TREATMENT OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT 
DHEC MUST USE EVERY AVAILABLE MEANS TO PREVENT THE TRANSMISSION OF 
INFECTIOUS DISEASE FOR WHICH THE PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY HAS BEEN CALLED; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 44-4-510, RELATING TO PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS OR TESTS AND 
ISOLATION OR QUARANTINE OF PERSONS REFUSING EXAMINATION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT 
TESTS MUST BE FDA APPROVED FOR ACCURATE DETECTION OF THE BIOLOGICAL AGENT; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 44-4-520, RELATING TO VACCINATIONS AND TREATMENT, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE THAT DHEC MAY NOT ISOLATE AN INDIVIDUAL TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF A 
POSSIBLY CONTAGIOUS DISEASE, BUT ONLY A DISEASE KNOWN TO BE CONTAGIOUS, AND 
TO PROVIDE THAT A VACCINE MUST NOT BE A GENE THERAPY; BY AMENDING SECTION 44-4-
530, RELATING TO ISOLATION AND QUARANTINE OF INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS AND PENALTY 
FOR NONCOMPLIANCE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT DHEC MAY ISOLATE OR QUARANTINE AN 
INDIVIDUAL OR GROUPS OF INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH OR EXPOSED 
TO THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASE FOR WHICH THE PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY WAS 
DECLARED; BY AMENDING SECTION 44-4-540, RELATING TO ISOLATION AND QUARANTINE 
PROCEDURES, SO AS TO REMOVE ISOLATION PARAMETERS; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 44-
4-570, RELATING TO EMERGENCY POWERS REGARDING LICENSING OF HEALTH PERSONNEL, 
SO AS TO REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT THAT IN-STATE HEALTH PROVIDERS MUST ASSIST IN 
VACCINATIONS, TREATMENTS, AND EXAMINATIONS, AND TO REMOVE THE PROVISION THAT 
ANY EMERGENCY ASSISTANT MEDICAL EXAMINER OR CORONER APPOINTED PURSUANT TO 
THIS SECTION IS IMMUNE FROM CIVIL LIABILITY FOR DAMAGES RESULTING FROM THEIR 
SERVICES. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess125_2023-2024/prever/975_20240122.htm


 
 
Members of the public that desire to comment on any of these bills may do so by speaking before the 
subcommittee.  Please use the following link to register -- 
 

https://forms.gle/qXsidALsvSFPK1MBA 
 

There will also be a sign-in sheet at the meeting.  However, those individuals will be heard from on a time available 
basis and at the discretion of the Chairman.  All speakers should come prepared to limit remarks to two minutes. 
 
Written remarks may also be sent to the subcommittee by electronic or postal means -- 
 

smedicomm@scsenate.gov 
 
Senate Medical Affairs Committee 
POB 142, Gressette Bldg. 412 
Attn: Research Director 
Columbia, SC 29202 

 
All registration should be completed, and all documents received by Monday, February 26 at 12:00 PM.  If you 
have any further questions, please contact the committee office, (803) 212 - 6250. 
 

https://forms.gle/qXsidALsvSFPK1MBA
mailto:smedicomm@scsenate.gov

