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The House Judiciary Committee will meet on Tuesday, February 3, 2026, at 1:30pm or 1 hour
after adjournment of the House of Representatives, whichever is later, in Room 516 of the Blatt
Building, Columbia, South Carolina. The Judiciary committee staff has attempted to contact the
interested parties of all bills listed on the agenda for this meeting.

Written testimony may be emailed to HludComm@schouse.gov.

CONSTITUTIONAL LAWS SUBCOMMITTEE

Favorable as Amended

H. 3530 — Rep. W. Newton — A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING
SECTION 2-19-115 SO AS TO REQUIRE CANDIDATES FOR MAGISTRATE POSITIONS TO BE REVIEWED BY
THE JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION IN THE SAME MANNER AS OTHER JUDICIAL CANDIDATES
UPON VACANCIES, AND TO DEFINE WHEN VACANCIES OCCUR; BY AMENDING SECTION 22-1-10,
RELATING TO APPOINTMENT, TERM AND TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION, TRAINING, CERTIFICATION, OR
RECERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS OF MAGISTRATES, SO AS TO PROVIDE PROCEDURES AND LIMITATIONS
ON MAGISTRATES' HOLDOVER STATUS AND TO REQUIRE MAGISTRATES GOING FORWARD TO HOLD A
JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE AND BE A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA BAR; BY
AMENDING SECTION 22-1-15, RELATING TO MAGISTRATES PRESENTLY SERVING, SO ASTO
GRANDFATHER MAGISTRATES SERVING IN OFFICE ON JUNE 30, 2025; BY AMENDING SECTION 22-3-10,


mailto:HJudComm@schouse.gov
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess126_2025-2026/bills/3530.htm

RELATING TO CIVIL JURISDICTION IN MAGISTRATES COURT, SO AS TO INCREASE THE CIVIL JURISDICTION
OF MAGISTRATES COURT,; BY AMENDING SECTION 22-3-550, RELATING TO CRIMINAL JURISDICTION IN
MAGISTRATES COURT, SO AS TO INCREASE THE CRIMINAL JURISDICTION OF MAGISTRATES COURT; AND
BY REPEALING SECTIONS 22-2-10 AND 22-2-15 RELATING TO A SCREENING COMMITTEE TO ASSIST IN
THE SELECTION OF MAGISTRATES AND THE SPECIAL ELECTION FOR NONPARTISAN SELECTION OF
MAGISTRATES, RESPECTIVELY.

Favorable as Amended

H. 4813 — Rep. W. Newton — A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING
SECTIONS 8-21-1010 AND 8-21-1060, BOTH RELATING TO FEES AND COSTS TO BE COLLECTED BY
MAGISTRATES, BOTH SO AS TO INCREASE VARIOUS FEES AND COSTS; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 22-3-
340, RELATING TO ASSESSMENTS ON FILINGS IN MAGISTRATES COURT, SO AS TO INCREASE THE
ASSESSMENT ON SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT FILINGS AND ALL OTHER CIVIL FILINGS.

DOMESTIC RELATIONS, BUSINESS, & PROBATE LAWS SUBCOMMITTEE

Favorable as Amended

H. 4511 — Rep. Wetmore — TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 15-
9-720, RELATING TO SERVICE ON UNKNOWN PARTIES BY PUBLICATION FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY
ACTIONS, SO AS TO ALLOW SERVICE BY PUBLICATION TO BE PUBLISHED IN EITHER THE PRINT OR ONLINE
VERSION OF A NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION IN THE APPROPRIATE COUNTY; AND BY AMENDING
SECTION 62-3-801, RELATING TO NOTICE TO CREDITORS, SO AS TO ALLOW PUBLICATION ONLINE ON A
CENTRALIZED WEBSITE FOR THE SOUTH CAROLINA PROBATE COURT OR IN A NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL
CIRCULATION IN THE APPROPRIATE COUNTY.

This is not an exclusive list of bills to be discussed. The agenda is subject to change.
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