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Document No.  2045

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Chapter 63

Statutory Authority:  Section 57-25-170 of the 1976  Code

Specific Information Service Signing

Synopsis:

Revisions to regulation are being considered which amend business criteria for the existing Logo program and which would create new provisions to allow logo signing within urban areas along the Interstate system.

Instructions:  R.63-338 is amended in its entirety.

Text:
63-338 Specific Information Service Signing.


A.  Introduction.  The South Carolina Department of Transportation has developed this program for the installation of Specific Information Panels and Business Signs on fully controlled access highways.


B.  Purpose.  The purpose of this program is:



(1) To provide motorists specific information concerning "Gas", "Food", "Lodging" and "Camping" facilities which are available at the next interchange;



(2)  To eliminate illegal outdoor advertising signs as required by the South Carolina Highway Advertising Control Act.  57-25-110, et seq.


C.  Definitions



(1)  A "Specific Information Panel" is an official sign, rectangular in shape, located within the highway right-of-way and carrying the message "GAS (FOOD, LODGING or CAMPING)" followed by the exit number, and space below for one to six individual Business signs to be mounted on the panel.  



(2)  A "Business Sign" is a separately attached sign, rectangular in shape, mounted on the Specific Information Panel to show the brand or trademark and name, or  both, of a qualified motorist service available at or near the next interchange.



(3)  A "Ramp Information Panel" is an official sign, rectangular in shape, located along an exit ramp and carrying the message "GAS (FOOD, LODGING or CAMPING)" together with the distance to the BUSINESS and a directional arrow, and space for one to six individual signs of the same design as Business Signs, but smaller.



(4)  A "BUSINESS" is an individual business which furnishes "Gas", "Food", "Lodging", or "Camping" services to the motoring public.



(5)  The "DEPARTMENT"  is the South Carolina Department of Transportation.



(6)  "CONTINUOUS OPERATION" is the unremitting availability of motorist services within a prescribed number of hours, 7 days a week.



(7)  "DRINKING WATER" is a water fountain and/or cups of water provided to all motorists at no charge.



(8)  "PUBLIC TELEPHONE"  is a coin operated telephone located in a booth and available to all motorists.  Private or business phones may be allowed if the business is unable to obtain a coin operated telephone so long as its use is provided to motorists.



(9)  "REST ROOM FACILITIES" are separate facilities for men and women, to include sink and toilet, and available to all motorists at no charge.


D.  Specific Information Panels



(1)  A Specific Information Panel bearing one to six separately attached Business Signs may be erected on fully controlled access highways between the previous interchange and the exit direction sign where space permits.



(2)  The Specific Information Panel nearest to the interchange should be erected no closer than 1600 feet to the beginning of exit ramp taper of the approaching interchange with at least 800 foot spacing between the information panels.  The Specific Information Panels should be located longitudinally so as to take advantage of natural terrain and have the least impact on the scenic environment.



(3)  The number of Business Signs which may be displayed on Specific Information Panels shall be limited to six (6) each for Gas, Food, Lodging and Camping at single exit interchanges.  For double exit interchanges, the number of Business Signs for Gas, Food, Lodging and Camping shall be limited to three (3) for each exit.



(4)  A Combination Panel shall consist of a maximum of three (3) Specific Information Panels.  The total number of Business Signs on a Combination Panel shall be limited to six (6).



(5)  The size of Specific Information Panels should be adequate to accommodate the number of Business Signs to be erected thereon, using the required legend height and the interline and edge spacing specified in the South Carolina Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.



(6)  For single exit interchanges the Specific Information Panel may consist of two sections and one section may be omitted when the number of Business Signs erected on the Specific Information Panel is not more than one-half the maximum number allowed in Section D (3) above.



(7)  For double exit interchanges the Specific Information Panel shall consist of two sections, one for each exit.  The top section shall display the Business Signs for the first exit and the lower section shall display the Business Signs for the second exit.  Where a type of motorist service is to be signed for at only one exit, one section of the Specific Information Panel may be omitted.



(8)  The background color of a Specific Information Panel shall be blue with white reflectorized border.  The words "GAS", "FOOD", "LODGING" or "CAMPING" and directional information shall be in white with reflectorized ten-inch (10”) capital letters mounted on the blue panel.



(9)  Specific Information Panels shall not be erected at any interchange with another controlled access facility; nor shall they be erected at any interchange where there is no entrance ramp at the interchange or at another reasonably convenient interchange by which the motorist may proceed in the desired direction of travel without undue indirection or use of poor connecting roads.  



(10)  No more than one Specific Information Panel for "Gas", "Food", "Lodging" or "Camping" shall be erected in each direction approaching an interchange.


E.  Business Signs - Main Roadway



(1)  Business Signs separately attached on a Specific Information Panel shall show the brand or trademark and name, or both, of the "Gas", "Food", "Lodging" or "Camping" facility located at or conveniently accessible from an interchange.  Nationally, regionally or locally known commercial symbols or trademarks shall be used when applicable.  The brand or trademark identification symbol used shall be reproduced with the colors and general shape consistent with customary use.  Any messages, trademarks or  brand symbols which interfere with, imitate or resemble an official traffic control device will not be permitted.



(2)  Each Business Sign on a Specific Information Panel shall be contained within a forty-eight-inch (48") wide and thirty-six-inch (36") high rectangular background area, including border.  Any BUSINESS sign which does not display a nationally, regionally or locally known symbol or trademark shall display the BUSINESS name in ten-inch (10") legend which contrasts effectively with the background.



(3)  Only one Business Sign may be shown in each direction of travel for each service provided by a BUSINESS, even though the BUSINESS may be accessible from more than one interchange.  Signing will be provided at the interchange closest to the business, as determined by the DEPARTMENT.



(4) Where the number of fully qualifying “Gas”, “Food”, “Lodging”, or “Camping” BUSINESSES exceeds the available spaces on the Specific Information Panel, BUSINESSES will be given preference in order of measured distance from the interchange as described in Section H(4).



(5)  When a BUSINESS qualifies for Business Sign placement on more than one type of Specific Information Panel and the maximum number of allowable participating BUSINESSES is exceeded, placement will be made only on that type panel which, as determined by the DEPARTMENT, best describes the main product or service.  In circumstances of dual ownership (i.e., a motel and restaurant separately owned and operated on the same premises), the DEPARTMENT'S decision of main service will still apply.



(6)  Should the BUSINESSES exceed the maximum number allowed to participate by virtue of the subsequent qualification and application of another BUSINESS closer to the interchange, the BUSINESS farthest from the interchange will be deleted from the program by the DEPARTMENT, but only after its Business Signs have been displayed for not less than one year from the date of the original agreement with the DEPARTMENT.  


F.  Ramp Information Panels.



(1)  When the DEPARTMENT determines that any participating BUSINESS is not visible from the terminal or decision point of a ramp which permits traffic to proceed in more than one direction on the crossroad, a Ramp Information Panel as defined in Section C (3) shall be placed on the exit ramp or at its terminus.



(2)  Ramp Information Panels will be of an appropriate size to display the required number of Ramp Business Signs.



(3)  Under no circumstances will ramp signs be erected for BUSINESSES not displaying Business Signs on a Specific Information Panel.



(4)  A Ramp Combination Panel shall consist of a maximum of three (3) Ramp Information Panels.  The total number of Ramp Business Signs on a Ramp Combination Panel shall be limited to six (6).


G.  Business Signs - Ramp.  Each Business Sign mounted on a Ramp Information Panel shall be contained within a twenty-four-inch (24") wide and eighteen-inch (18") high rectangular background area, including border.  Any BUSINESS sign which does not display a legend or message not a part of the nationally, regionally or locally known symbol or trademark shall display the BUSINESS name in five-inch (5") legend which contrasts effectively with the background.


H.  Criteria.



(1)  A BUSINESS located at or conveniently accessible from an interchange on a fully controlled access highway shall be eligible to have its Business Sign placed on a Specific Information Panel and on a Ramp Information Panel (but in accordance with Section F(1)) if it meets the following conditions:




(a)  Gas:







1.  Located within three (3) miles of the interchange;







2.  Vehicle services shall include fuel, oil and water;







3.  Continuous operation at least sixteen (16) hours per day, seven (7) days a week;







4.  Rest room facilities;







5.  Drinking water;







6.  Public telephone;




(b)  Food:







1.
Located within three (3) miles of the interchange;







2.
Maintain a "Grade A" rating as defined by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control;







3.
Continuous operation at least sixteen (16) hours per day to serve three (3) meals a day,  seven (7) days a week;







4.
Rest room facilities;







5.
Public telephone;







6.
Indoor seating capacity for at least twenty (20) persons;




(c)  Lodging:







1.  Located within three (3) miles of the interchange;







2.  Permit to operate by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control;







3.  Continuous operation, twelve (12) months per year;







4.  At least ten (10) lodging rooms;







5.  Public telephone;




(d)  Camping:







1.  Located within six (6) miles of the interchange;







2.  Permit to operate by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control;







3.  Modern sanitary facilities including restrooms and showers;







4.  Drinking water; 







5.  Overnight accommodations for all types of travel trailers, tents and camping vehicles;







6.  Adequate parking accommodations for at least ten (10) camping vehicles;







7.  Continuous operation, seven (7) days a week;







8.  If operated on a seasonal basis, signs will be removed;







9.  Public telephone.



(2)  Where space is available on an existing “Gas” (or “Lodging”) Specific Information Panel, distances for participation may be extended to a total of six (6) miles from the interchange.  Extension of distances will be at the sole discretion of the Department and will be measured as described below in Section H (4).  In all instances, “Gas” (or “Lodging”) businesses meeting all of the provisions of Section H (1)(a) (or H(1)(c)) will be given first priority.



(3)  Where space is available on an existing “Food” Specific Information Panel, additional businesses may participate provided they meet the criteria of Section H (1)(b)(2, 4, 5, 6) and will be given the following priority for participation:




(a)
Businesses operating at least twelve (12) hours per day to serve two (2) meals a day, seven (7) days a week which are located within three (3) miles of the interchange;




(b)
Businesses operating at least sixteen (16) hours per day to serve three (3) meals a day, seven (7) days a week which are located between three (3) and six (6) miles of the interchange;




(c)
Businesses operating at least twelve (12) hours per day to serve two (2) meals a day, seven (7) days a week which are located between three (3) and six (6) miles of the interchange.



In all instances, “Food” businesses meeting all of the provisions of Section H (1)(b) will be given first priority.



(4)  In determining distances from the interchange, roadway mileages are to be used, measured from the off-ramp terminal (where the off-ramp intersects the crossing road or  frontage road) nearest to the BUSINESS under consideration.  The measurement shall begin where the left edge of the off-ramp pavement intersects the near edge of the crossing road pavement.  If the off-ramp terminal is channelized, the measurement shall begin at the intersection portion of the terminal nearest to the BUSINESS under consideration.




(a)  For "Gas", "Food" and "Lodging", the measurement will terminate at the main entrance of the building where payment is received for services rendered.




(b)  For "Camping” facilities, the distance will be measured to the registration office on the property of the camping facility.


I.  Installation and Maintenance



(1)  The cost to the BUSINESS for participation in the Specific Information Service Signing Program shall be determined by the DEPARTMENT based on each Business Sign installed.  Fees will include yearly renewal and installation or removal of signs.



(2)  All Business Signs will be furnished to the DEPARTMENT by the BUSINESS at no cost to the DEPARTMENT and shall be manufactured to the standard specifications and approved design of the DEPARTMENT.  Business signs not meeting the specifications shall not be used.



(3)  The DEPARTMENT shall be responsible for all required installation, routine maintenance, removal and replacement of Business signs upon the Specific Information and Ramp Information Panels.



(4)  The DEPARTMENT shall not be responsible for any damage, deterioration or loss of any Business Sign. The BUSINESS shall be responsible for furnishing replacement Business Signs to the DEPARTMENT.


J.  General Provisions.



(1)  Upon application to participate in the Specific Information Service Signing Program, a BUSINESS shall give written assurance of its conformity with all applicable laws concerning the provision of public accommodations without regard to race, religion, color or national origin.



(2)  If a BUSINESS, at any time, fails to comply with applicable laws or these rules and regulations, the DEPARTMENT will take the necessary actions to remove the Business Signs and disqualify that BUSINESS from further participation in the program, except when a BUSINESS closing is due to damages sustained by fire, accident or similar causes and when the DEPARTMENT is notified in writing within ten (10) days of such closing.  In such case the Business Sign shall be removed or covered until the BUSINESS is re-opened. 



(3)  Any BUSINESS which maintains any form of illegal outdoor advertising as determined by the South Carolina Highway Advertising Control Act shall be ineligible to participate in this program until such illegal advertising devices are removed.



(4)  The DEPARTMENT reserves the right to cover or remove any or all business signs during maintenance or construction operations or for research studies, or whenever deemed by the DEPARTMENT to be in the best interest of the DEPARTMENT or the traveling public without advance notice.  The DEPARTMENT reserves the right to terminate the program or any portion thereof by furnishing the BUSINESS written notice of such intent not less than thirty (30) calendar days prior to such action.



(5)  The DEPARTMENT will prescribe the format and content of standard application and agreement forms to be used in the administration of this program.  Application to participate may be initiated by contacting:  Outdoor Advertising, South Carolina Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 191, Columbia, South Carolina 29202-0191.



(6)  After a BUSINESS has received approval of its application for participation in the program, an agreement, in accordance with these regulations, will be entered into between the DEPARTMENT and the BUSINESS.  Designs for the Business Signs should be submitted, if required, for approval as soon as possible upon application approval.

Fiscal Impact Statement:
The South Carolina Department of Transportation estimates that there will be no additional costs incurred by the State and its political subdivisions in complying with the proposed amendments to Chapter 63 of the Regulations.
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