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Document No. 2138

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CHAPTER 43

Statutory Authority:  1976 Code Sections 59-5-60 ( 3 & 6), 59-30-10 (f), 59-39-100

Synopsis:


The South Carolina Department of Education, Office of Organizational Development, proposes to amend Regulation 43-259, Graduation Requirements.  This regulation sets out units required for graduation, provisions for granting credit, exit exam requirements, requirements for equivalency diploma and GED testing.  The State Department of Education proposes that this regulation be amended, that specific sections be updated and merged into proposed amended State Board of Education Regulation 43-232 (Defined Program Grades 9-12), and that Adult Education and GED graduation requirements be maintained.

Instructions:

This regulation is being amended and will read as follows:

Text:
R.43-259, Graduation Requirements


I.
Grades 9-12:


The State High School Diploma


A.
Requirements



1.
A student must earn a total of 20 units of credit distributed as follows:














Unit Requirements




English/Language Arts




4.0




U.S. History and Constitution


1.0




Economics 








.5




U.S. Government 






.5




Other Social Studies





1.0




Mathematics







3.0




Science









2.0




Physical Education or Junior ROTC
1.0




Electives**








7.0




Total*








20.0



2.
Complete a study and pass an examination on the provisions and principles of the United States Constitution and American institutions and ideals.  This instruction shall be given for a period of at least one year with the required U.S. history course.



3.
Attend the accredited high school issuing the diploma for at least the semester immediately preceding graduation except in case of a bona fide change of residence where the sending school will not grant the diploma.  Two units earned in a summer school program do not satisfy this requirement.

_______________________

* The student must demonstrate proficiency in computer literacy before graduation.

** Four-year colleges/universities require at least two units of the same foreign language.  High School Tech Prep students who graduate in 2000 and thereafter must complete a Career major which consists of four sequential units of instruction in an occupational program.



A student may transfer credit earned in the adult education program to a secondary school to count toward the 20 unit public high school diploma requirements, if for each unit being transferred a minimum of 120 hours has been spent in class time in that subject at that level and the teacher was properly certified to teach the course.



4.
Pass the Exit Examination




a.
As used in these regulations, "local school board" shall mean the governing boards of public school districts as well as those of other state supported educational institutions which award South Carolina high school diplomas.




b.
For purposes of identifying those eligible to take the exit examination a "tenth grader" and a "twelfth grader" should be defined by the number and type of academic credits earned.





(1)
A "tenth grader" shall mean any student in a South Carolina public school secondary or adult education program who has successfully completed the number of Carnegie units specified by the local school board of trustees as necessary to be classified as a tenth grader.  Provided, however, that the student must have at least one unit each in language arts and mathematics, or have one language arts unit and be enrolled in a mathematics course leading to one unit of credit.





(2)
A "twelfth grader" shall mean any student in a South Carolina public secondary school or adult education program who has successfully completed the number of Carnegie units specified by the local school board of trustees as necessary to be classified as a twelfth grader.




c.
The exit examination shall be in standard written American English and shall consist of subtests in reading, writing, and mathematics based upon the Basic Skills Assessment Program objectives or their equivalent.  Modifications in the scoring criteria of the writing portion of the exit examination are available for students with English as a second language and students with documented disabilities.  Modifications in procedures for reading, mathematics, and writing are available for students with documented disabilities.




d.
To pass the exit examination, each student shall meet the minimum performance standard established by the State Board of Education on each subtest of the exit examination.  




e.
A student who is enrolled in the South Carolina public school system for the entire tenth grade, eleventh grade, and twelfth grade years and remains actively enrolled and in good standing until graduation shall have a minimum of four opportunities to pass the examination.




f.
Any student who fails to pass the exit examination shall take an alternate form of only the subtest(s) on which he or she fails to meet the minimum performance standard(s).




g.
Any student who fails to pass the exit examination and who is actively enrolled in school shall have one opportunity per year to pass an alternate form of the examination by meeting the minimum performance standard in effect at the time of the test administration, except that during the twelfth grade the student shall have two opportunities to pass an alternate form of the examination.




h.
Local school boards shall insure:





(1)
That the administration and security procedures established by the State Board of Education for the purpose of the exit examination are implemented;





(2)
That students and parents/guardians are adequately notified that passage of the exit examination is a requirement for a South Carolina high school diploma.  Notification shall be:






(a)
Written;






(b)
Issued through an established procedure;






(c)
Issued to student and parents/ guardians by the seventh grade or upon entry into the system, whichever occurs later;





(3)
That the exit examination administration schedules are publicized;





(4)
That students who are recommended for a South Carolina high school diploma have passed all subtests of the exit examination;





(5)
That students who do not pass particular subtest(s) of the exit examination are provided academic assistance related to the subtest(s) not passed;





(6)
That students with disabilities who are not candidates for a high school diploma and for whom the exit examination is not appropriate are identified in a timely manner.





(7)
That students who have met all other requirements for graduation but have not passed the exit examination are advised of their alternatives.  The student may:





(a)
in lieu of a state high school diploma, accept a certificate indicating the number of credits earned and the grades completed;





(b)
continue active enrollment in the school until the exit examination is passed or until age 21 is reached; or





(c)
accept a certificate and obtain additional opportunities to pass the exit examination by enrolling in an adult education program.



i.
The State Superintendent of Education may through administrative action address any special situations not covered by these regulations or by any policy, guidelines or procedures pursuant hereto.  Any administrative action taken under this regulation will be presented to the State Board of Education during the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board.


B.
Provisions for Granting High School Credit  



1.
Adult Education:*  High school credit may be granted for a course completed in an approved adult education program provided (1) the teacher is properly certified to teach the course, and (2) the student receives a minimum of 120 hours of instruction.




Credit earned in the adult education program may be used to meet regular school graduation requirements if, for each unit being transferred a minimum of 120 hours of instruction has been completed.  Written approval for exceptions to this standard must be requested by the high school principal and approved by the Director, Office of Organizational Development.



2.
Credit shall be accepted when official transcripts are received from schools which are accredited by the State or the New England Association of Colleges and Schools, Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, North Central  Association of Colleges and Schools, Western Association of Colleges and Schools, Northwest Association of Colleges and Schools.  Credit from non-accredited institutions must be validated by standardized examinations to the satisfaction of the local administrator.



3.
College courses may be earned and applied to the 20 units required for a State high school diploma by students in grades 9-12 and/or adult education programs.  The acceptance of credits for college course work shall be subject to the following conditions:




a.
Local school boards may allow students to take college courses for Carnegie units of credit.  Courses may be offered through distance learning and cooperative agreements with higher education.




b.
A 3-semester hour college course shall transfer 1/2-Carnegie unit.

____________________________

* No student shall be allowed to apply more than six units earned in summer school, and/or through approved correspondence courses, and/or adult education programs to the 20 units required for a state high school diploma.




c.
Only courses applicable to baccalaureate degrees, or to associate in arts or associate in science degrees, offered by institutions in the State which are accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools may be accepted for Carnegie units of credit.




d.
Tuition and other college course fees shall be at the expense of the individual student or his parent(s) and/or legal guardian(s), unless otherwise specified in local school district policy.


C.
Special Education Minimum Curriculum:  A State high school diploma or a certificate designed and issued by the school district shall be awarded students who complete a program of prescribed special education.  If a determination is made that a student with a disability shall pursue credits toward a State high school diploma, the following two alternatives are available:



Alternative 1.  Credits toward a State high school diploma may be awarded only by persons certified or who hold permits in the areas in which credit is earned.  A student with a disability receiving such credits shall do so only after successfully attaining similar course objectives prescribed for non-disabled students and in accordance with cooperative instructional arrangements between general education and special education as set forth in the student’s Individualized Education Program.



Alternative 2.  Students properly in membership in programs for students with disabilities may receive a State high school diploma provided they earn a total of at least 20 units, 13 of which are the same required of non-disabled students for College Prep and 17 of which are the same required of non-disabled students for Tech Prep.  Seven (7) of the 20 units for College Prep and three of the 20 units for Tech Prep may be earned in “special education” under the following conditions.


a.
Instruction leading to the credit herein described must occur in one of the approved special classes.


b.
When an elective credit is to be issued in any category of disability, the competencies and criteria for successful completion must be previously established in the Individualized Education Program.

 II.
The State High School Equivalency Diploma


The State Board of Education recognizes the high school level Tests of General Educational Development (GED) and shall issue a state high school equivalency credential to eligible candidates who successfully complete the tests.  The State Board of Education authorizes the administration of the Tests of General Educational Development by the State Department of Education under policies established by the State Board of Education and the Commission on Educational Credit and Credentials (American Council on Education) and procedures established by the GED Testing Service, Washington, DC.


A.
Eligibility Requirements for Equivalency Credential Candidates



1.
Service Personnel and Veterans




Eligible candidates for a state high school equivalency credential must be:




(a)
a resident of South Carolina or a former resident whose most recent elementary or secondary school attendance was in South Carolina.




(b)
17 years of age or older.



2.
General Adult Population




Eligible candidates for a state high school equivalency credential must be:




(a)
a resident of South Carolina or a former resident whose most recent elementary or secondary school attendance was in South Carolina.




(b)
17 years of age or older and not enrolled in high school.  Persons 17 or 18 years of age shall submit a letter from the principal of the last school attended or the district superintendent over said school.  The letter shall verify the candidate's date of birth and the last date of attendance at the school.  In the event that the last school attended was outside South Carolina, persons 17 or 18 years of age may submit a letter from an adult education coordinator or director verifying the candidate's date of birth and last date of attendance in school.  Verification of the adult education coordinator or director in this instance shall be based upon inspection of transcript records.  Verification letters shall be forwarded to the Chief Examiner, GED Testing Services, Office of Community Education, State Department of Education, Rutledge Building, Columbia, South Carolina, 29201.




Testing of enrolled high school youth who are at risk of school failure and will not graduate until after their normal age-level peers may be permitted under guidelines approved by the State Board of Education and the Commission on Educational Credit and Credentials, American Council on Education.



3.
Special needs exception for 16-year-old juvenile offenders, South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice.




(a)
The juvenile must be at least 16 years of age.




(b)
The juvenile must be under the jurisdiction of the Family Court based on an adjudication of delinquent behavior and be committed to juvenile correctional institutions or committed to participate in community-based alternative programs under the jurisdiction of the South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice.




(c)
The Family Court must certify that it is in the best interest of the juvenile to be exempted from the public school compulsory attendance law.




(d)
The student's attendance in public school is not feasible upon release from juvenile correctional institutions or completion of community-based alternative program due to:





(1)
The necessity of immediate employment.





(2)
The immediate enrollment in post-secondary education.




(e)
Prior to taking the Tests of General Educational Development (GED), the juvenile must be pretested using the official General Educational Development Practice Test and score a minimum of 220.


B.
Passing Score Requirements



1.
An eligible candidate who is an initial examinee before July 1, 1991, shall be awarded a South Carolina High School Equivalency Certificate if the candidate attains an average standard score of 45 or above for the five tests in the Tests of General Educational Development battery.  The South Carolina High School Equivalency Certificate shall not be awarded after July 1, 1995.



2.
An eligible candidate who is an examinee on or after July 1, 1991, shall be awarded a South Carolina High School Equivalency Diploma if the candidate attains a minimum standard score of 35 on each of the five tests in the Tests of General Educational Development battery and an average standard score of 45 or above for the five tests.



3.
An eligible candidate who is an examinee on or after January 1, 1997, shall be awarded a South Carolina High School Equivalency Diploma if the candidate attains a minimum standard score of 40 on each of the five tests in the Tests of General Educational Development battery and an average standard score of 45 or above for the five tests.

C.
Testing and Credential Application Procedures



1.
GED Testing in South Carolina




(a)
The GED Tests may be scheduled and administered at adult education centers, technical education centers and other locations approved by the Director of the Office of Community Education, State Department of Education. 



(b)
Eligible candidates tested in South Carolina must submit an application for testing service to GED Testing Services, State Department of Education, or its designee, and pay the required fee set by the State Department of Education for the testing service and credential.




(c)
Score reports shall be provided to initial examinees only after completion of all five tests in the Tests of General Educational Development battery.




(d)
Retesting of examinees who do not pass the GED tests shall be conducted as follows:





(1)
Candidates who have attained a total combined score below 215 on prior administrations must retake the full battery of five tests.





(2)
Candidates who have attained a total combined score of 215 or higher on prior administrations may be permitted a partial administration of one or more tests.





(3)
No more than three testing sessions (either initial or retesting sessions) may be scheduled for a candidate in one calendar year.




(4)
Before an application for a second or subsequent retesting sessions is approved, a six-month waiting period must elapse from the last retesting or a letter of recommendation must accompany such application from an adult education coordinator or director certifying that the GED candidate has completed a course of instruction since the candidate's last retesting and has demonstrated readiness on the GED pretest.



(e)
Non-resident individuals who are living temporarily in South Carolina may be permitted to take the GED tests in South Carolina if such individuals meet minimum age requirements and are not enrolled in high school.  Non-resident individuals shall not be awarded a South Carolina high school equivalency credential unless their most recent elementary or secondary school of attendance was in South Carolina.  Non-residents who are not eligible candidates for the equivalency credential must submit an application for testing services to GED Testing Services, State Department of Education, and pay the required fee set by the State Department of Education to cover the full costs of the testing service and score report.




(f)
The Department of Education may offer the Spanish version of the Tests of General Educational Development.  A score report will be issued upon completion of the five subtests.  The South Carolina High School equivalency Diploma will not be issued based on the Spanish version of the Tests of General Educational Development.



2.
GED Testing Outside South Carolina



Eligible candidates tested outside South Carolina must submit a credential application to GED Testing Services, State Department of Education, and pay the required fee to cover the costs of the credential.  Such applicants shall arrange for transcripts (score reports) to be sent directly to the Chief Examiner, GED Testing Services, State Department of Education.  Transcripts (score reports) will be accepted as official only when reported directly to the Department of Education by (a) official GED Test Centers, (b) Transcript Service of the Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support (DANTES), or (c) the GED Testing Service, Washington, DC.  Eligible candidates who are tested outside of South Carolina must meet South Carolina passing score requirements in order to receive a South Carolina high school equivalency credential.



3
Special Education:  A state high school diploma, or a certificate designed and issued by the school district, shall be awarded students who complete a program of prescribed special education.

III.
Adult Education:  High School Diploma Program:  


A.
Requirements


The number of units shall be consistent with the requirements prescribed by the State Board of Education for adults to complete the requirements for a state high school diploma.



1.
A student must earn 20 units of credit as follows:












Unit Requirements




English/Language Arts




4.0




U.S. History and Constitution


1.0




Economics 








.5




U.S. Government 






.5




Other Social Studies





1.0




Mathematics







3.0




Science









2.0




Electives









8.0





Total








   20.0



2.
The level of accomplishment required for granting of credit shall be the same as that required in the regular high school program.  Class time may be waived only when objective evidence of subject matter attainment has been demonstrated by an acceptable performance on an approved, standardized subject matter exam.  Credit granted by objective evidence must be approved by the principal of the high school awarding the diploma.  A copy of the test results with information as to date of examination, the name and form of the standardized test, name of examiner, and signature of principal's approval must be filed in the school records for the adult.


3.
Membership shall be limited to individuals who are 18 years of age or over and have left the elementary or secondary school, except when the local school board assigns students of less than 18 years of age who are not officially in membership in a regular school.  These students may be assigned to one or more classes of an adult education program when (1) they exhibit an unusual educational need, or (2) they exhibit physical, social, or economic problems which can be served more effectively by the adult education program.


4.
No student shall be graduated from the adult education program prior to the time that he would have been graduated if he had remained in the regular high school.  A semester shall be completed in residence (i.e., through actual attendance in the adult education program) as a prerequisite to being eligible for the State High School Diploma.  This semester in residence is a prerequisite for a State High School Diploma and may not be waived.



5.
A student may not earn more than eight units through each or a combination of the following methods:  (1) credit earned by passing an approved standardized test, (2) for occupational training and experiences, and (3) through approved correspondence courses.


B.
Provisions for Granting Credit

1.
Course credit shall be accepted when official transcripts are received from schools which are accredited by the state or the New England Association of Colleges and Schools, Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, Southern Association of Colleges, North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, Western Association of Colleges and Schools, and Northwest Association of Colleges and Schools.

2.
Credit for correspondence courses shall be accepted from the extension divisions of South Carolina colleges and universities and/or the United States Armed Forces Institute.  Credit for courses completed through correspondence from other institutions may be accepted when the quality of the work completed is validated by standardized tests or approved by the State Department of Education, State Approving Section, and the Accreditation Section.  Credit from institutions not accredited by the State Board of Education or the New England Association of Colleges and Schools, Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, Western Association of Colleges and Schools, Northwest Association of Colleges and Schools shall be validated by standardized tests or tentative assignment of students in classes for a probationary period.

3.
Credit for occupational classes shall be granted by considering the following criteria.  Class meetings for 120 or more hours may carry one unit of credit.  Class meetings for 240 hours may carry two units of credit.  These hour requirements may be shortened by demonstrated proficiency of the adult student.  Trade tests may be part of the evaluative process in granting credit.

4.
Credit for occupational training and experience:  In the determination of units of credit to be allowed for the educational aspects of occupational training and work experience, the local administrator may allow a maximum of six units of credit, provided the student establishes that he has had formal training (through trade school, apprenticeship, special programs or course, etc.) plus at least two years of successful experience verified by his employer in the occupation.  The issuance of occupational work experience credits shall be allowed only when the individual has satisfied the necessary academic requirements.  The principal of the high school awarding the diploma must recommend that credit be granted for occupational training and experience.  The adult students seeking credit for occupational training and experience shall complete a required form stating his qualifications.  The completed form shall be forwarded to the Office of Community Education and if approved shall become a part of the adult student's official school record.  (Form:  AE-Vo. 1, "Evaluation of Occupational Training and Experience for Granting High School Credit in Adult Education" shall be provided by the Office of Community Education.)

5.
Credit earned in an adult education learning laboratory may be granted only by a teacher certified in the area in which credit is to be awarded or via a satisfactory score on an approved, standardized subject-matter examination.


C.
Approved Programs and Granting of Credit:  No credit toward a State High School Diploma will be granted to any adult education student unless the program has been officially approved in writing by the Office of Community Education and the Office of Organizational Development.  In instances where programs do not meet the minimum length of time, no credit shall be granted to any student in the high school completion program, unless verified by an approved standardized test.  Program related requirements include but are not limited to the following:



1.
Each district shall provide properly certified administrative, teaching and supervisory staff for the adult education center.  Staff members may be either full-time or part-time according to the size of the program.



2.
Each director employed on or after July 1, 1976, shall be certified in one of the Acceptable Areas of Certification for an Adult Education Supervisor or hold an advanced degree in the field of adult education and a South Carolina teaching certificate.



3.
Each director employed prior to July 1, 1976, shall meet at least one of the qualifications listed above for full certification by no later than July 1, 1981.  In meeting this qualification during the interim period, the director shall earn no fewer than six semester hours annually toward full certification.



4.
Adult Education: Each adult education program shall have a director (full or part-time).  



5.
Center or program Supervisor or Coordinator:



Each center or program supervisor or coordinator shall either:




a.
Meet the same qualifications for certification and dates of employment as set forth in Section A, preceding, for program directors, or 




b.
Have a master's degree with certification in the field of guidance.



6.
Basic Education Teacher:



a.
An adult basic education teacher shall hold at least the bachelor's degree or degree equivalent.




b.
Each adult basic education teacher employed on or after July 1, 1976, shall be either





(1)
Certified as an elementary teacher, or





(2)
Hold at least a bachelor's degree or degree equivalent and have earned 18 hours in methods, strategies, materials, and/or psychology of teaching adults.




c.
Each basic education teacher employed prior to July 1, 1976, shall meet at least one of the qualifications listed in Item b above for full certification by no later than July 1, 1981. In meeting this qualification during the interim period, the basic education teacher shall earn no fewer than six semester hours per year toward full certification.



7.
Adult High School Subject Area Teacher:




Each adult high school subject area teacher shall be certified to teach the subjects assigned.



8.
Adult Learning Lab Instructor:




An adult learning lab instructor shall hold at least a bachelor's degree or degree equivalent and either




a.
Be certified as an elementary or secondary teacher, or




b.
Have earned at least 18 hours in methods, strategies, materials, and/or psychology of teaching adults.



9.
Any staff member who is assigned duties in areas for which he is not properly certified must hold a valid teaching credential and have completed 12 semester hours of credit in the area assigned and obtain a permit from the Office of Organizational Development.  The staff member must earn six semester hours toward proper certification each year for renewal of the permit.



10.
A student must attend class a minimum of 50 hours to receive consideration for credit.  Any work missed in the high school completion program must be made up.  This requirement does not apply to instances in which credit has been validated by means of an approved standardized test.  



11.
The maximum student membership in an adult education class shall be 30 students per teacher.  



12.
Experimental programs will be reported to the Office of Community Education when waiving of certain established standards are necessary for experimentation.   Requests for prior approval shall be made to the Office of Community Education and approved by the Office of Organizational Development.



13.
An accurate record of the attendance and achievements of each student shall be kept and should be stored in locked, fire proof filing cabinets or vaults to provide security against destruction.  



14.
Students enrolled in the high school completion program shall have access to school library facilities. 



15.
Each district shall provide properly certified administrative teaching and supervisory staff for the adult education program.  Staff members may be either full-time or part-time according to the size of the program.  

Fiscal Impact Statement:


The SC Department of Education estimates that there will be no additional costs incurred by the State and its political subdivisions in complying with the proposed amendment.

