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Document No. 2362

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CHAPTER 43

Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 59-5-60 and 59-31-360

R43-71.  Free Textbooks

Synopsis:

This regulation addresses provisions for distributing free instructional materials, the free basal textbook list, and provisions for disposing of out-of-adoption materials. Section 26 is added establishing State Board of Education policy for funding consumable instructional materials; Section 27 is added establishing State Board of Education policy with regard to payment of fees for lost instructional materials; Section 28 is added establishing State Board of Education policy for funding instructional materials adopted subject to Section 59-31-45 of the 1976 Code; and Section 29 is added requiring publishers to provide a certified list of contracts.

Instructions:  Section 19 should read as set forth below.  Sections 26, 27, 28, and 29 should be added to R43-71, Free Textbooks, after Section 25.

Text:

R43-71, Free Textbooks

Section 19.  Lost Instructional Materials.  Schools may require pupils, parents or guardians to pay for instructional materials lost and the pupil, parent or guardian may be denied further benefits of the Free Instructional Materials Program until in compliance with this requirement.  This requirement may be waived in instances where the judgment of the principal and/or responsible officials believe that the child is a victim of unusual circumstances.  The school district shall be responsible for the cost.  The report of lost instructional materials paid for and sales should be itemized by titles on an appropriate form sent each school at the end of the school year.  The schedule of charges shall be determined by the State Board of Education upon the recommendation of the State Department of Education. Fees collected for lost materials shall be remitted to the State Department of Education.

Section 26.  Consumable Instructional Materials.


A. The State Department of Education will publish annually a listing of consumable instructional materials.  Any materials not on the listing shall be considered non-consumable.  Schools using non-consumable materials as consumable shall be responsible for the cost of replacement. 


B.  
Instructional materials such as workbooks, lab manuals, and test booklets that provide space for written comments and answers shall be classified as one-year consumables and considered consumed once issued to a student and used for instruction. One-year consumable materials issued to a student and used for instruction will be removed from inventory annually.


C. Funds to replace consumable materials will be provided annually to the extent that an Appropriation is provided by the General Assembly for instructional materials with replacement of non-consumable materials having first priority.

Section 27.  Accounts Must Be Settled. The State Department of Education may file a certificate of delinquency with the State Treasurer under Section 11-9-75 for unpaid fees for lost instructional materials 90 days or more delinquent. 

Section 28.  Special Adoptions. Instructional materials, textbooks, or series not currently available from the State Department of Education that are subsequently added as a special adoption or a district adoption under Section 59-31-45 may be purchased with the district’s existing allocation.  The State Department of Education may limit the exchange of instructional materials replaced by special and district adoptions. 

Section 29.  Most Favored Purchaser.  Pursuant to South Carolina Code, if publishers sell materials to any other person or entity at a lower price than the price offered to South Carolina, that reduced price automatically becomes the contract price for South Carolina.  At the end of each calendar year, publishers shall submit a certified list of all contracts made with other entities during the calendar year just closed on all instructional materials for which the publisher has a contract in South Carolina.  That list must include the contract price for those materials.

Fiscal Impact Statement:

There will be no additional costs incurred by the State or its political subdivisions.

